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Important Guidelines About the Authenti- 
city of the Reports and Quotations in the 
Tafsir of bn Kathir 


Reports from the Companions of the Messenger of Allah 3% 


Reports that are attributed to the companions of Allah’s 
Messenger #% are commonly used for additional explanation of 
the meanings of the Qur'an. As for those quotes that Ibn 
Kathir mentions in passing, these quotes may, or may not be 
authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is mentioned that 
one of them said something, and that statement contradicts 
other clearly authentic texts, then such statements can not 
be held as an evidence against what is known to be authentic. 
Additional information in this regard is found in the 
Introduction of Ibn Kathir. 


Incomplete Chains of Narration 


The following is a list of common incomplete chains of 
narrations that Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir often quotes. 


- ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah (Al-Walibi) reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said... 

- (‘Atiyah) Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said... 

- Ad-Dahhak from Ibn ‘Abbas. 

- As-Suddi reported from Abu Malik and Abu Salih from Ibn 
‘Abbas, Ibn Mas‘id and [or] some men among the 
companions. 

~ Al-Hasan Al-Basri reporting from or about the Prophet 2. 

- Qatadah reporting from or about the Prophet 3. 

All narrations coming from these chains are unauthentic 
according to the Sciences of Hadith. Their meanings, however, 
may be correct as understood by authentic texts, and for this 
reason they are commonly referenced. 


Reports from the Followers of the Companions and 
those who Follow them 


The following is a list of those who did not see the Prophet 
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#, but they report from companions of the Prophet , while 
often they themselves are quoted for Tafsir. Reports that are 
attributed to them are used as additional support in 
understanding certain issues by Ibn Kathir. Such quotes may, 
or may not be authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is 
mentioned that one of them said something, and that 
statement contradicts other clearly authentic texts, then such 
statements can not be held as evidence against the authentic 
evidence. 

Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Said bin Jubayr, Sa‘id bin Al-Musayib, ‘Ata’ 
(bin Abi Rab&h), ‘Ata’ Al-Khurrdsani, Muqéatil bin Hayyan, Ar- 
Rabi‘ bin Anas, Ash-Sha‘bbi, Qatadah, Mujahid, ‘Ikrimah, Ad- 
Dahhak, ‘Abdur-Rahm4n bin Zayd bin Aslam (Ibn Zayd), Ibn 
Jurayj. 


Other Scholars After the Companions 


The following are some scholars that Ibn Kathir often quotes 
from. Since these scholars are not well known to the average 
English reader, one should beware that their own statements 
about the Prophet 3%, his companions, or circumstances 
surrounding the Qur’an’s revelation, are not to be considered 
as important as authentically narrated texts. 

Waki‘, Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Muhammad bin Ishaq, Ibn 
‘Atiyyah, Ibn Abi Hatim, Ibn Jarir (At-Tabari). 
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your hearts. And Allah 
is Ever All-Knowing, 
Most Forbearing .> 


The Prophet # has the Choice of either accepting or 
rejecting Women who offer Themselves to Him 


Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, used to feel jealous of the women who offered 
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themselves to the Prophet 2%. She said, “Would a woman not 
feel shy to offer herself without any dowery?” Then Allah 
revealed the Ayah, 


CG & Sy os Be TS SF i> 
€You can postpone whom you will of them, and you may 
receive whom you will .> 


She said, “I think that your Lord is hastening to confirm your 
desire." We have already stated that Al-Bukhari also recorded 
this.!71 This indicates that what is meant by the word: 


duss> 
<postpone> is delay, and 
452 KS > 
<whom you will of them> means, ‘of those who offer themselves 
to you.’ 
E55 % BY ceghs> 

<and you may receive whom you will.) means, ‘whoever you wish, 
you may accept, and whoever you wish, you may decline, but 
with regard to those whom you decline, you have the choice of 
going back to them later on and receiving them.’ Allah says: 


b fe rere oe 


Cie CLS SH sp 
€And whomsoever you desire of those whom you have set aside, 
it is no sin on you (to receive her again) .> 
Others said that what is meant by: 
qi MS i> 
€You can postpone (the turn of) whom you will of them,> 


means, ‘your wives: there is no sin on you if you stop dividing 
your time equally between them, and delay the turn of one of 
them and bring forward the turn of another as you wish, and 
you have intercourse with one and not another as you wish.’ 
This was narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, 


(1) Ahmad 6:158. 
(2] Fath Al-Bari 8:385. 
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Qatadah, Abu Razin, ‘Abdur-Rahm4n bin Zayd bin Aslam and 
others. 

Nevertheless, the Prophet #% used to divide his time between 
them equally, hence a group of the scholars of Figh among the 
Shafis and others said that equal division of time was not 
obligatory for him # and. they used this Ayah as their 
evidence. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that ‘A’iishah said: “The Messenger of 
Allah #% used to ask permission of us (for changing days) after 
this Ayah was revealed: 


c re ee reer at Rees ve Mere oe So 250 were oo 
qt Che Me Ne Se at! ws 5 oF Hd eh Oe ES i> 
€You can postpone whom you will of them, and you may 
receive whom you will. Ald whomsoever you desire of those 

whom you have set aside, it is no sin on you.>” 


I (the narrator) said to her: “What did you say?” She said, “l 
said, ‘If it were up to me, I would not give preference to 
anyone with regard to you, O Messenger of Allah"! 

This Hadith indicates that what is meant in this Hadith from 
‘A’ishah is that it was not obligatory on him to divide his time 
equally between his wives. The first Hadith quoted from her 
implies that the Ayah was revealed concerning the women who 
offered themselves to him. Ibn Jarir prefered the view that the 
Ayah was general and applies both to the women who offered 
themselves to him and to the wives that he already had, and 
that he was given the choice whether to divide him time 
among them or not.! This is a good opinion which reconciles 
between the Hadiths. 

Allah says: 
Kitiks Si Uy REG SHE LN FE lO Ey 

that is better that they may be comforted and not grieved, and 

may all be pleased with what you give them.> 
meaning, ‘if they know that Allah has stated that there is no 
sin on you with regard to dividing your time. If you wish, you 
may divide you time and if you do not wish, you need not 
divide your time, there is no sin on you no matter which you 


1) Fath Al-Bari 8:385. 
(2) At-Tabari 20 :304. 
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do. Therefore if you divide your time between them, this will 
be your choice, and not a duty that is enjoined upon you, so 
they will feel happy because of that and will recognize your 
favor towards them in sharing your time equally among them 
and being fair to all of them.’ 


€ Kosh a 0 hy ap 
Allah knows what is in your hearts.» means, ‘He knows that you 
are more inclined towards some of them than others, which you 
cannot avoid.’ Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘A’ishah said: “The 
Messenger of Allah #§ used to divide his time between his 
wives fairly and treat them equally, then he said: 


«O Allah, I have done as much as I can with regard to what is 
under my control, so do not blame me for that which is under 
Your control and not mine») 


It was also recorded by the four Sunan compilers. After the 
words “so do not blame me for that which is under Your 
control and not mine,” Abu Dawud’s report adds the phrase: 


el V5 GUS is cil vis 
*So do not blame me for that which is under Your control and not 
mine.) meaning matters of the heart.”!, Its chain of narration is 


Sahih, and all the men in its chain are reliable. 
Then this phrase is immediately followed by the words, 


4h af Seay > 
¢And Allah is Ever All-Knowing,> i.e., of innermost secrets, 
€tLe> 


<Most Forbearing.> meaning, He overlooks and forgives. 


433 Pd “y se 34 oy & ger 
Ci ct FOF 3G GS xe 


(1) Ahmad 6:144. 


7] abu Dawud 2:601, Tuhfat ALAhwadhi 4:294, An-Nasa’ 7 :63, Ibn 
Majah 1 :633. 
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€52. It is not lawful for you (to marry other) women after this, 
nor to change them for other wives even though their beauty 
attracts you, except those whom your right hand possesses. And 
Allah is Ever a Watcher over all things.> 


The Reward of His Wives for choosing to stay with the 
Messenger 2 


More than one of the scholars, such as Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, 
Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Ibn Zayd, Ibn Jarir and others!"! stated 
that this Ayah was revealed as a reward to the wives of the 
Prophet #% expressing Allah’s pleasure with them for their 
excellent decision in choosing Allah and His Messenger #4 and 
the Home of the Hereafter, when the Messenger of Allah 3, 
gave them the choice, as we have stated above. When they 
chose the Messenger of Allah #% their reward was that Allah 
restricted him to these wives, and forbade him to marry 
anyone else or to change them for other wives, even if he was 
attracted by their beauty — apart from slave-girls and prisoners 
of war, with regard to whom there was no sin on him. Then 
Allah lifted the restriction stated in this Ayah and permitted 
him to marry more women,'?! but he did not marry anyone 
else, so that the favor of the Messenger of Allah # towards 
them would be clear. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘A’lishah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, said: “The Messenger of Allah #% did not die until 
Allah permitted (marriage to other) women for him.”*! It was 
also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasai in their Sunans.'*) 
On the other hand, others said that what was meant by the 
Ayah, 


is & Hat Bi MZ > 
it is not lawful for you (to marry other) women after this,> 


means, ‘after the description We have given of the women who 
are lawful for you, those to whom you have given their dowery, 


(I At-Tabari 20 :297, 299. 

[2] Ahmad 6:41. 

(3) See Surat ALAhzab 33:50. 

(41 Tunfat ALAhwadhi 9:78, An-Nasa’i 6:56. 
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those whom your right hand possesses, and daughters of your 
paternal uncles and aunts, maternal uncles and aunts, and 
those who offer themselves to you in marriage - other kinds of 
women are not lawful for you.’ This view was narrated from 
Ubayy bin Ka‘b, from Mujahid in one report which was 
transmitted from him, and others. 

At-Tirmidhi recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said: “The Messenger of 
Allah 3% was forbidden to marry certain kinds of women apart 
from believing women who had migrated with him, in the 
Ayah, 

ee) ee aa os Gol ds be KG AG 25 §. teal Hh Je Vp 
45 SL 


€It is not lawful for you (to marry other) women after thi, nor 
to change them for other wives even though their beauty attracts 
you, except those whom your right hand possesses .> 


Allah has made lawful believing women, and believing women 
who offered themselves to the Prophet #% for marriage, and He 
made unlawful every woman who followed a religion other 
than Islam, as Allah says: 


the Bs 38 Sl AS 5d 

¢And whosoever disbelieves in faith, then fruitless is his work> 

(5:5). 
Ibn Jarir, may Allah have mercy on him, stated that this Ayah 
is general in meaning and applies to all the kinds of women 
mentioned and the women to whom he was married, who were 
nine. What he said is good, and may be what many of the 
Salaf meant, for many of them narrated both views from him, 


and there is no contradiction between the two. And Allah 
knows best. 


Cid GN HS hil S, EG ASD 
¢nor to change them for other wives even though their beauty 
attracts you,> 


He was forbidden to marry more women, even if he were to 
divorce any of them and wanted replace her with another, except 
for those whom his right hand possessed (slave women). 


bk B wb |S cE Or Nt ceil QUES 9 en oe Che> 
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€53. O you who believe! Enter not the Prophet's houses, unless 
permission is given to you for a meal, (and then) not (so early 
as) to wait for its preparation. But when you are invited, enter, 
and when you have taken your meal, disperse without sitting 
for a talk. Verily, such (behavior) annoys the Prophet, and he is 
shy of (asking) you (to go); but Allah is not shy of (telling you) 
the truth. And when you ask (his wives) for anything you 
want, ask them from behind a screen, that is purer for your 
hearts and for their hearts. And it is not (right) for you that 
you should annoy Allah's Messenger, nor that you should ever 
marry his wives after him (his death). Verily, with Allah that 
shall be an enormity .> 

¢54. Whether you reveal anything or conceal it, verily, Allah is 
Ever All-Knower of everything .> 


The Etiquette of entering the Houses of the Prophet i 
and the Command of Hijab 


This is the Ayah of Hijab, which includes several legislative 
rulings and points of etiquette. This is one of the cases where 
the revelation confirmed the opinion of ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab, 
may Allah be pleased with him, as it was reported in the Two 
Sahihs that he said: “My view coincided with that of my Lord 
in three things. I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, why do you not 
take Maqgdm Ibrahim as a place of prayer?’ Then Allah 
revealed: 


Chat Hrs AG on WASGD 
€And take you (people) the Magam (place) of Ibrahim as a place 
of prayer} (2:125) 


And I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, both righteous and immoral 
people enter upon your wives, so why do you not screen 
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them?’ Then Allah revealed the Ayah of Hijab. And I said to 
the wives of the Prophet 3% when they conspired against him 
out of jealousy, 


4&5 ON SL A Kalb oy 5 sp 


<It may be if he divorced you (all) that his Lord will give him 
instead of you, wives better than you> (66:5), 


and this is what Allah revealed.”"!! 

In a report recorded by Muslim, the prisoners of Badr are 
mentioned, and this is a fourth matter (in which the view of 
‘Umar coincided with that of his Lord).!?! 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik said: “Umar bin Al- 
Khattéb said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, both righteous and 
immoral people enter upon you, so why not instruct the 
Mothers of the believers to observe Hijab?’ Then Allah revealed 
the Ayah of Hijab.”*! 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said: “When the Messenger of Allah x 
married Zaynab bint Jahsh, he invited the people to eat, then 
they sat talking. When he wanted to get up, they did not get 
up. When he saw that, he got up anyway, and some of them 
got up, but three people remained sitting. The Prophet 3% 
wanted to go in, but these people were sitting, then they got 
up and went away. I came and told the Prophet # that they 
had left, then he came and entered. I wanted to follow him, 
but he put the screen between me and him. Then Allah 
revealed, 


GAS 2 gb J) Se AY ol on EE Ti ali Hep 

CG LE Of Ia Ast KG Ly 
€O you who believe! Enter not the Prophet's houses, unless 
permission is given to you for a meal, (and then) not (so early 
as) to wait for its preparation. But when you are invited, enter, 
and when you have taken your meal, disperse... .>”'*1 


(1 Fath Al-Bari 1:60, Muslim 4:1765. 
[2] Muslim 4:1765. 

(3) Fath Al-Bari 8 :387. 

(4) Fath Al-Bari 8 :387. 
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Al-Bukhari also recorded this elsewhere.'"! It was also 
recorded by Muslim and An-Nasai.!?! 

Then Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik said: “The 
Prophet #% married Zaynab bint Jahsh with (a wedding feast 
of) meat and bread. I sent someone to invite people to the 
feast, and some people came and ate, then left. Then another 
group came and ate, and left. I invited people until there was 
no one left to invite. I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, I cannot 
find anyone else to invite.’ He said, 


«Slab 125500 
‘Take away the food. 


There were three people left who were talking in the house. 
The Prophet # went out until he came to the apartment of 
‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, and he 3% said, 


Ddizoce 4, be ere ont, o0S @ dete 2 «¢ 
tls py dil A>) Sol Jal Sole presi 


‘May peace be upon you, members of the household, and the 
mercy and blessings of Allah.» 


She said, ‘And upon you be peace and the mercy of Allah. 
How did you find your (new) wife, O Messenger of Allah? May 
Allah bless you.’ He went round to the apartments of all his 
wives, and spoke with them as he had spoken with ‘A’ishah, 
and they spoke as ‘A’ishah had spoken. Then the Prophet 3% 
came back, and those three people were still talking in the 
house. The Prophet #% was extremely shy, so he went out and 
headed towards ‘A’ishah’s apartment. I do not know whether I 
told him or someone else told him when the people had left, so 
he came back, and when he was standing with one foot over 
the threshold and the other foot outside, he placed the curtain 
between me and him, and the Ayah of Hijab was revealed.”!) 
This was recorded only by Al-Bukhari among the authors of 
the Six Books, apart from An-Nasai, in Al-Yaum wal-Laylah.'*) 


7 DD edR or 


el Sys HES Vp 
¢Enter not the Prophet's houses,» the believers were prohibited 
Ul Fath AL-Bari 11:24. 
21 Muslim 2:1050, An-Nasai in Al-Kubré 6 :435. 
31 Fath AL-Bari 8:388. 
41 An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubra 6:75. 
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from entering the houses of the Messenger of Allah # without 
permission, as they used to do during the Jahiliyyah and at 
the beginning of Islam, until Allah showed His jealousy over 
this Ummah and commanded them to seek permission. This is 
a sign of His honoring this Ummah. Hence the Messenger of 
Allah 3% said: : 

le J Fay (Sty 


«Beware of entering upon women.. A 
Then Allah makes an exception, when He says: 


a te Se hy mae 18 
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unless permission is given to you for a meal, (and then) not 

(so early as) to wait for its preparation .> 
Mujahid, Qatadah and others said: “This means, without 
waiting for the food to be prepared.”7! In other words, do not 
watch the food as it is being cooked to see if it is nearly ready, 
then come and enter the house, because this is one of the 
things that Allah dislikes and condemns. This indicates that it 
is forbidden to watch out for food being prepared, which is 
what the Arabs called Tatfil (being an uninvited guest). Al- 
Khatib Al-Baghdadi wrote a book condemning those who 
watch out for food being prepared, and mentioned more things 
about this topic than we can quote here. Then Allah says: 


Cindi Bt Gp EG og KD 
4But when you are invited, enter, and when you have. taken 
your meal, disperse> 
In Sahih Muslim it is recorded that Ibn Umar, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said: “The Messenger of Allah #% said: 
Cob gf SS Eye Cli ef sac 5 lbp 
Panera re wer 
tWhen anyone of you invites his bother, let him "yespond, 
whether it is for a wedding or for any other reason 2") 
Allah says: 


0) Muslim 4:1711. 
(21 At-Tabari 20 :306. EME! RRS ies: 
3) Muslim 2:1053. 
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Cod QE > 
<without sitting for a talk.> meaning, as those three people did 
who stayed behind and chatted, and forgot themselves to such 
an extent that this caused inconvenience for'the Messenger of 


Allah 3% as Allah says: 
dpe GEG Gil ih See KK gD 
Verily, such (behavior) annoys the Prophet, and he is shy of 
(asking) you (to go) ;> 
It was said that what was meant was, your entering his 
houses without permission causes him inconvenience and 
annoyance, but he did not like to forbid them to do so 


because he felt too shy,’ until Allah revealed that this was 
forbidden. Allah says: 


but Allah is not shy of (telling you) the truth.> 
meaning, ‘this is why He is forbidding and prohibiting you 


from doing that.’ 
Then Allah says: 
te US oe EG ie Bt OD 

<And when you ask (his wives) for anything you want, ask 

them from behind a screen,} 
meaning, just as it is forbidden for you to enter upon them, it 
is forbidden for you to look at them at all. If anyone of you 
has any need to take anything from them, he should not look 


at them, but he should ask for whatever he needs from behind 
a screen.’ 


Prohibition of annoying the Messenger #§ and the 
Statement that His Wives are Unlawful for the Muslims 
OS al be OSS I A _3 U S  ok 5 
qCE aif Le Slee 


¢And it is not (right) for you that you should annoy Allah's 
Messenger, nor that you should ever marry his wives after him 
(his death). Verily, with Allah that shall be an enormity.> 
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Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said concerning the 
Ayah; 


ei 55 WB of Ed OF 05> 


€And it is not (right) for you that you should annoy Allah’s 
Messenger ,> 


“This was revealed concerning a man who wanted to marry 
one of the wives of the Prophet + after he died. A man said to 
Sufyan, ‘Was it ‘A’ishah?’ He said, That is what they said.’ 

This was also stated by Muqatil bin Hayyan and ‘Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam.!*! He also reported with his 
chain of narration from As-Suddi that the one who wanted to 
do this was Talhah bin Ubaydullah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, until this Ayah was revealed forbidding that. Hence 
the scholars were unanimous in stating that it was forbidden 
for anyone to marry any of the women who were married to 
the Messenger of Allah #% at the time when he died, because 
they are his wives in this world and in the Hereafter, and they 
are the Mothers of the believers, as stated previously. 

Allah regarded that as a very serious matter, and issued the 
sternest of warnings noes it, as He said: 


Verily, with Allah that shall be an enormity .> 
Then He said: 
COLE gh K ot ail 56 3 Az FESS > 

«Whether you reveal anything or conceal it, verily, Allah is 

Ever All-Knower of everything .> 
meaning, ‘whatever you conceal in your innermost thoughts, it 
is not hidden from Him at all.’ 

44 sel Ge uS get X] ca be E itp 


<Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts 
conceal .> (40:19). 


QI Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 6:643. This is reported witneut a chain of 
narration by Ibn Abi Hatim. o 


(2) At-Tabari 20:316. 
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¢55. It is no sin on 
them before their fathers, 
or their sons, or their 
brothers, or their broth- 
er's sons, or the sons of 
their sisters, or their 
own (believing) women, 
or their (female) slaves. 
And (O ladies) have 


HS BI subls We toe Taqwa of Allah. Verily, 
ae Mote bavi tylig Allah is Ever All-Wit- 
xslt B CLS ahi ays Ai é2 || ness over everything .> 
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does not need to 
observe Hijab 

When Allah commands women to observe Hijab in front of 
men to whom they are not related, He explains who are the 
relatives before whom they do not need to observe Hijab. This 
is like the exceptions stated in Surat An-Nar, where Allah says: 


I Gn 3 Gees be out Shs Hy at > 
SE Highs FSS oF sy oo De) I ot 
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Cet oe 
¢And not to reveal their adornment except to their husbands, or 


their fathers, or their husbands’ fathers, or their sons, or their 
husbands’ sons, or their brothers, or their brothers’ sons, or 
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their sisters’ sons, or their women, or their right hand 
possessions, or the Tabi'in among men who do not have desire, 
. or small. children who are not aware of the nakedness of 
women .> (24:31). . 
The Ayah contains more detail than this, which we have 
already discussed in the Tafsir of ue Ayah and do not need to 
repeat here. 
Ibn Jarir recorded that Ash- Sha‘bi and ‘Ikrimah said 
concerning the Ayah, 


tw se 4h 


C5 ob Se oO TD 
It is no sin on them before their fathers...> 
I said, “What about the paternal uncle and the maternal uncle 
- why are they not mentioned?” He said: “Because they may 
describe her to their sons, so it is disliked for a woman to 
remove her covering in front of her’ paternal uncle or maternal 
uncle.”!! i as 
45415 o> 

éor their own women,> means that they do not have to observe 
Hijab in front of other believing women. 

Cis Leak 0 GD 


¢or their (female) slaves.» Said bin Al-Musayyib said: “This 
means female slaves only.” This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. 


4642 1 ¥ & LB i Oy ON End> 
¢And (O ladies) have Taqwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is Ever 
All-Witness over everything.> — 
means, and fear Him in private and in public, for He witnesses 
all things and nothing is hidden from Him, so think of the 
One Who is always watching. 


if] Pid “ef an ial are 


Wiss ate We in dt Gls csi & ila, teas al ap 
Foe 
456. Allah sends His Salah on the Prophet, and also His angels 


(do so). O you who believe! Send your Salah on him, and greet 
him with Taslim .> 


(1 At-Tabari 20 :318. 
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The Command to say Salah upon the Prophet % 
Al-Bukhari said: “Abu Al-‘Aliyah said: “Allah’s Salah is His 
praising him before the angels, and the Salah of the angels is 
their supplication.” Ibn ‘Abbas said: “They send blessings.”!! 
Abu ‘sa At-Tirmidhi said: “This was narrated from Sufyan 
Ath-Thawri and other scholars, who said: The Salah of the 
Lord is mercy, and the Salah of the angels is their seeking 
forgiveness.’”! 

There are Mutawatir Hadiths narrated from the Messenger of 
Allah #§ commanding us to send blessings on him and how we 
should say Salah upon him. We will mention as many of them 
as we can, if Allah wills, and Allah is the One Whose help we 
seek. 

In his Tafsir of this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that Ka‘b bin 
‘Ujrah said, “It was said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, with regard to 
sending Salam upon you, we know about this, but how about 
Salah?’ He # said: 


Cala THe ctl us i i es ht Se io an 
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«Say: 'O Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad and upon 
_ the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your Salah upon the 
family of Ibrahim, verily You are the Most Praiseworthy, Most 
Glorious. O Allah, send Your blessings upon Muhammad and 
upon the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings 
upon the family of Ibrahim, verily You are Most Praiseworthy, 
Most Glorious .""»""91 


‘ aie ae De 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn Abi Layla said that Ka‘b bin 
‘Ujrah met him and said, “Shall I not give you a gift? The 
Messenger of Allah #% came out to us and we said, ‘O 
Messenger of Allah! We know how to send Salam upon you, 
but how can we send Salah?’ He # said: 


pola D He Ste us at fi les ahs Ue wel std 
() Fath ALBari 8 :392. : 


[2] Tyhfat ALAhwadhi 2 :610. 
'3) Fath Al-Bari 8 :392. oe 
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tat Lat Boy eal 
«Say: “O Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad and upon 
the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your Salah upon the 
family of Ibrahim, verily You are the Most Praiseworthy, Most 
Glorious. O Allah, send Your blessings upon Muhammad and 
upon the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings 


upon the family of Ibrahim, verily You are Most Praiseworthy, 
Most Glorious ."’»” 


This Hadith has been recorded by the Group in their books 
with different chains of narration. 


Another Hadith 


Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said: “We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, this is 
the Salam upon you, but how do we send Salah upon you?’ 
He 3% said: 
coal fl fe eile us Goss Sue et be Ha ee 
tosh Si ge 2550 US ae OT leg Ue U5 
«Say: “O Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad, Your 
servant and Messenger, as You sent Your Salah upon the 
family of Ibrahim, and send Your blessings upon Muhammad 


and upon the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings 
upon the family of Ibrahim .""»” 


Abu Salih narrated that Layth said: 
soeslsil St dé ES5U LS yeas Ji fey wins le 
tUpon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad as You 
sent Your blessings upon the family of Ibrahim.» 


Ibrahim bin Hamzah told that, Ibn Abi Hazim and Ad- 
Darawardi told, that Yazid, i.e., Ibn Al-Had said: 


Be SEE a Jig A Eu eat Ge Gl 
veld Ul 5 pablail 


tAs You sent Your Salah upon Ibrahim, and send Your 
blessings upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, as 
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You sent Your blessings upon Ibrahim and the family of 
Ibrahim 9!" 


This was also recorded by An-Nasa’7 and Ibn Majah.'?! 


Another Hadith 


Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Humayd As-Sa‘idi that they 
said: “O Messenger of Allah, how can we send Saldh upon 
you?” He 2% said, 


ry ° ad a a, Sate oe a aad P F , 
S565 ech! lt Ee Ws vatas Pasir r ’ le \e < sin aReS 
sgt La Sth ata ot He S350 US W385 etl whet Je 


tSay: “O Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad and his 
wives and offspring, as You sent Your Salah upon Ibrahim, and 
send Your blessings upon Muhammad and his wives and 
offspring, as You sent Your blessings upon the family of 
Ibrahim, verily You are Most Praiseworthy, Most 
Glorious ,’»""*1 


It was also recorded by the rest of the Group, apart from At- 
Tirmidhi.'*! 


Another Hadith 


Muslim recorded that Abu Mas‘td Al-Ansari said: “We came to 
the Messenger of Allah # and we were with Sa‘d bin ‘Ubadah. 
Bashir bin Sa‘d said to him, ‘Allah has commanded us to send 
Salah upon you, O Messenger of Allah. How can we send 
Salah upon you?’ The Messenger of Allah 3% remained quiet 
for so long that we wished that he had not asked him, then 
the Messenger of Allah 3 said: 


 oaldl TAs Stle GS att Ui fej utes le Jo St io 
vee 3 peal STE SS5u GS ats Jf (ies als Ui Au3 
sale 35S PNG ets Ls Hh 
(1 Fath ALBari 8:392. 
(21 An-Nasa’ 3:49, Ibn Majah 1 :292. 


[3] Ahmad 5 :424. 


(41 Fath Al-Bari 11:157, Muslim 1:306, Abu Dawud 1:600, An-Nasa’i 
3:49, Ibn Majah 1:293. 
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‘Say: O Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad and upon 
the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your Salah upon the 
family of Ibrahim, and send Your blessings upon Muhammad 
and upon the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings 
upon the family of Ibrahim among all people, verily You are 
Most Praiseworthy, Most Glorious." And the Salam is as you 
know 0") 


This was also recorded by Abu Dawud, An-Nasai, At-Tirmidhi 
and Ibn Jarir. At-Tirmidhi said, “It is Hasan Sahih.) 


Saying Salah upon the Prophet # before the 
Supplication 


Imam Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi reported the 
following Hadith and graded it Sahih; An-Nasa’'i, Ibn 
Khuzaymah and Ibn Hibban recorded in their Sahihs that 
Fadalah bin Ubayd, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “The 
Messenger of Allah #% heard a man making supplication in his 
prayer when he had not praised Allah or said Salah upon the 
Prophet #%. The Messenger of Allah 3% said: 


ais jee 


tThis man is rushing.» Then he called him over and said, 
to him or to someone else, 


ob cl Se faa 2b cathe ety ey Se at ants Ui Sach Ube tip 
«When any one of you supplicates, let him start by praising 
and glorifying Allah, may He be exalted, then let him send 


Salah upon the Prophet, and after that let him make 
supplication as he wishes .»”!*! 


('l Muslim 1:305. 

21 Abu Dawud 1:600, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:84, An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubra 
6 :436, At-Tabari 20 :321. 

3! Ahmad 6:18, Abu Dawud 2:162, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:450, An- 
Nasai 3:44, Ibn Khuzaymah 1:351, Ibn Hibban 3 :308. 
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‘The Virtue of saying Saldh upon the Prophet 3% 


Another Hadith 


At-Tirmidhi recorded that Ubayy bin Ka‘b said: “When two 
thirds of the night had passed, the Messenger of Allah 2% 
would get up and say, 


ts Bg GAS et ate cat 13551 cat 3551 1 tt 

Oged Lay EGA GLE egg Ky 5c 
tO people, remember Allah, remember Allah, the first blast of 
the Trumpet has come and will be followed by the second blast, 


death has come with all its horrors, death has come with all its 
horrors .»” 


Ubayy said, “I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, I send a lot of 
Salah upon you, how much of my prayer should be Salah 
upon you?’ He said, 
ache vp 
‘Whatever you want.» | said, ‘A quarter?’ He said, 
PRS gees ev) 535 of bs 
tWhatever you want, but if you increase it, it will be better for 
you.» 
I said, ‘Half?’ He said, 
0 SS 54h 35 Oe EES Us 
«Whatever you want, but if you increase it, it will be better for 
you.» 
I said, Two thirds?’ He said, 
6) FF 5b S55 OB EEE Ue 
«Whatever you want, but if you increase it, it will be better for 
you.» 
I said, ‘Should I make my whole prayer for you?’ He said, 
«This would be sufficient to relieve your distress and earn you 
forgiveness of your sins.»” 
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Then he said: “This is a Hasan Hadith.”\"! 


Another Hadith 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Talhah said that the 
Messenger of Allah #3 came one day looking happy. They said, 
“O Messenger of Allah, we see that you look happy.” He said, 


Vy 8 beg Us Of Gg of ite 6 os Sih pet a 
hel ty, Sef dnie a 5 pte ole Sis Vy Gah cf Gis 


‘The angel came to me and told me, ‘O Muhammad, would it 
not please you if your Lord, may He be glorified, says: ‘No 
member of your Ummah sends Salah upon you but I send Salah 
upon him tenfold, and no member of your Ummah sends 
greetings of Salam upon you but I send greetings of Salam 
upon him tenfold?’” I said, Of course.""s'2! 


This was also recorded by An-Nasai.!! 


Another Chain of Narration 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Talhah Al-Ansari said: “One 
morning the Messenger of Allah # was in a cheerful mood and 
looked happy. They said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, this morning 
you are in a cheerful mood and look happy.’ He said, 


8 dle Gels, Giles de ye 55 BS oi gel eh 
tUgles atle 555 votes Ge S055 pte he ay ts 5h 
tOf course just now someone [an angel] came to me from my 
Lord and said, ‘Whoever among your Ummah sends Salah 
upon you, Allah will record for him ten good deeds and will 
erase for him ten evil deeds, and will raise his status by ten 
degrees, and will return his greeting with something similar to 
it,""0°441 


This is also a good chain, although they (Al-Bukhari and 


") Tyhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7 :152. 
(2) Ahmad 4:30. 

1S] An-Nasai 3:44. 

4] Ahmad 4:29. 
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Muslim) did not report it. 


Another Hadith 


Muslim, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa7 recorded that 
Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “The 
Messenger of Allah 3% said: 


uke & le at de fey gle Jo yon 

Whoever sends one Salah upon me, Allah will send ten upon 

him. 
At-Tirmidhi said: “This is a Sahih Hasan Hadith. On the same 
topic, narrations come from ‘Abdur-Rahman bin ‘Awf, ‘Amir 
bin Rabi‘ah, ‘Ammar, Abu Talhah, Anas and Ubayy bin 
Ka‘b.”1! 
Another Hadith 
Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet 34 
said: 

Bei Belg es WB th gg wiley 55 855 EB gfe Lyle 

8 of SSf of 356 és Ve v 
«Send Salah upon me, for this is Zakah for you, and ask Allah 
fo grant me Al-Wasilah, for it is a position in the highest part 


of Paradise which only one man will attuin, and I hope that I 
will be the one.» 


This was recorded only by Ahmad.!?! 


Another Hadith 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Husayn bin ‘Ali said that the 
Messenger of Allah 3% said: 
0g hat I of tite S383 dd 
‘The mtiser is the one in whose presence | am mentioned, then 
he does not send Salah upon me.» 
Abu Sa‘fid said: 
"! Muslim 1:306, Abu Dawud 2:184, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 2:608, An- 
Nasai 3:50. 
(2) Ahmad 2:365. See also Muslim no. 384. 
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«,,.and he does not send Salah upon me.0!1! 


This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who then said: “This 
Hadith is Hasan Gharib, Sahih.”"! 


Another Hadith 


At-Tirmidhi recorded that Abu Hurayrah said: “The Messenger 
of Allah 2% said: 
4 eae ane wh hal oll tale ass Jos all pa 
pi 5st cigil Site Bash yes Sat peg oS ae OF gs Alc Sass 
Bahl ed 
tMay he be humiliated, the man in whose presence I am 
mentioned and he does not send Salah upon me; may he be 
humiliated, the man who sees the month of Ramadan come and 
go, and he is not forgiven; may he be humiliated, the man 
whose parents live to old age and they do not cause him to be 
granted admittance to Paradise.»” 
Then he (At-Tirmidhi) said: “Hasan Gharib,”"* 


Occasions for saying Salah upon Him 3 

It is reported that we should send blessings upon him on 
many occasions, such as following the call to prayer, as in the 
Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad from ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin 
Al-‘As, who said that he heard the Messenger of Allah 3% say: 


at a a oho oo Bae la dk 8 yep 
a1 9 ae BY gah oO We tg gai gts y ole 

dein gle ek dosh 2) dL 33 ip GST e 1 sh eal alle tye 
tWhen you hear the Mu'adhdhin, repeat what he says, then 
send Salah upon me, for whoever sends Salah upon me, Allah 


will send Salah upon him tenfold. Then ask Allah to grant me 
Al-Wasilah, which is a status in Paradise to which only one of 


1 Ahmad 1:201. 
(2) Tynfat Al-Ahwadhi 9 :531. 
3) Tynfat Al-Ahwadhi 9 :530. 
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the servants of Allah will be entitled, and I hope that I will be 
the one. Whoever asks Allah for Al-Wasilah for me, it will be 
permitted for me to intercede for him 0"! 


This was recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and 
An-Nasai.!?! 

‘Other occasions when we should send Saldh upon the 
Prophet 2 include when entering or exiting the Masjid, 
because of the Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad from 
Fatimah, the daughter of the Messenger of Allah # who said: 
“When the Messenger of Allah #% entered the Masjid, he would 
send Salah and Salam upon Muhammad, and say, 


ebeets Sistl BG gtd od ae ae 


tO Allah, forgive me my sins and open for me the gates of 
Your mercy» 


When he exited, he would send Salah and Salam upon 
Muhammad, and say, 


is og a Le , aot P| 
es Sigh J ASG esd det ae 


tO Allah, forgive me my sins and open for me the gates of 
Your bounty .»"*! 


We should also send Salah upon him during the Funeral 
prayer. The Sunnah is to recite Sdrat Al-Fatihah following the 
first Takbir, to send Salah upon the Prophet # during the 
second Takbir, to make supplication for the deceased during 
the third Takbir, and in the fourth Takbir to say, “O Allah, do 
not deprive us of his reward, and do not test us after him.” 
Ash-Shafii, may Allah have mercy on him, recorded that 
Abu Umamah bin Sahl bin Hunayf was told by one of the 
Companions of the Prophet # that the Sunnah in the funeral 
prayer is for the Imam to pronounce the Takbir, then to recite 
Strat Al-Fatihah silently after the first Takbir, then to send 
Salah upon the Prophet #% then to offer sincere supplication 
for the deceased, but not to recite any Qur’an in any of the 


(11 Ahmad 2:168. 

(2] Muslim 1:288, Abu Dawud 1:359, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 1:83, An- 
Nasa 2:25. 

31 Ahmad 6 :282. 
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Takbirs, then to conclude by saying Salam silently.) An- 
Nasai also recorded this from Abu Umamah, who said, “This 
is from the Sunnah,” and he mentioned it.!?! According to the 
correct view, such a statement reported from a Companion 
carries the ruling of Marfi‘! 

It is recommended to conclude supplications with Salah 
upon the Prophet 3%. At-Tirmidhi recorded that Umar bin Al- 
Khattab said: “A supplication remains suspended between 
heaven and earth and does not ascend any further until you 
send Salah upon your Prophet.”*! 

This was also narrated by Mu‘adh bin Al-Harith from Abu 
Qurrah from Sa‘id bin Al-Musayyib from ‘Umar, as a saying of 
the Prophet #.'5! It was also recorded by Razin bin Mu‘awiyah 
in his book, where he also attributed it to the Prophet 3% 
reporting that he said: 


sii Gye Jal & ka ¥ 2595 can ss Shy cade 
adban hy S521,  O5f ale ilo sit ths 


tA supplication remains suspended between heaven and earth 
and does not ascend any further until a person sends Salah on 
me. Do not treat me like a spare water container, send Salah 
upon me at the beginning of your supplication, at the end and 
in the middle.»'® 


Sending Salah upon the Prophet # is even more strongly 
encouraged in the Qunit supplication. Ahmad, the Sunan 
compilers, Ibn Khuzaymah, Ibn Hibban and Al-Hakim recorded 
that Al-Hasan bin ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 
“The Messenger of Allah 2% taught me some words to say 
during Al-Witr. 


PING IF 565 ASS ASU 55 Be Sk Boa ga palo 
0) Musnad Ash-Shafii p. 210. 


[2] An-Nasai 4:75. 


3) Here the meaning is that the statement; “this is the Sunnah” 
coming from a Companion means that it carries the ruling of having 
come from the Prophet 2 himself. 


4] Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi2:610. 
5] Takhrij Al-Kashshaf by Ibn Hajar p. 137. 
16 Jami‘ Al-Usil 4:155. 
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CEH, L5G EBU Y Fa V5 St By 
«“O Allah, guide me along with those whom You have guided, 
grant me health along with those to whom You have granted 
health, be an ally to me along with those to whom You are an 
ally, and bless me for that which You have bestowed. Protect 
me from the evil You have decreed, for verily You decree and 
none can decree over You. Verily, he whom You show 
allegiance to is never abased and he whom You take as an 
enemy is never honored and mighty, O our Lord, blessed and 
Exalted are You."'»” 


In his Sunan, An-Nasa’ has the addition, 
tains ie ain hj 
“and may Allah bless Muhammad."» at the end of this Qunat.!"! 
It is also recommended to say pienty, of Salah upon him on 
Friday and on the eve of Friday.'?! Imam Ahmad recorded that 


Aws bin Aws Ath-Thaqafi, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said: “The Messenger of Allah 3% said: 


15 ARE 485 Gad 085 OT GE as GR og KT pal 5 
Ce by 3hs Scho ON cad SEN Se Ble 1,550 tina 
tOne of the best of your days is Friday; on this day Adam was 
created and died, on this day the Trumpet (Sir) will be blown 
and all will have swoon away. So on this day send plenty of 
Salah upon me, for your Salah will be presented to me. 
They said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, how will they be shown 
to you after your body has dispersed into the earth?’ He 
said, 
et SY1 stash YS of 25 le oss at Sp 
Allah has forbidden the earth to consume the bodies of the 


0 Ahmad 1:199, Abu Dawud 2:133, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 2:562, An- 
Nasa1 3:248, Ibn Majah 1:372, Ibn Khuzaymah 2:151, Ibn 
Hibban 2 :148, Al-Hakim 3:172. 


(2) Thursday night. 
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Prophets v1] 

This was also recorded by Abu Dawud, An-Nasai and Ibn 

Majah, and it was graded Sahih by Ibn Khuzaymah, Ibn 

Hibban, Ad-Daraqutni and An-Nawawi in Al-Adhkar,|?! 


Bee Ge a ah os9G Cg at nel AAS at SMR Gall 4p 

4d Oy Ce Et oS teh OG Bt a dt lh SAG 
€57. Verily, those who annoy Allah and His Messenger, Allah 
has cursed them in this world and in the Hereafter, and has 
prepared for them a humiliating torment .> 


€58. And those who annoy believing men and women 
undeservedly, they bear the crime of slander and plain sin.> 


Whoever annoys Allah and His Messenger 3, is cursed in 
this World and the Hereafter 


Here, Allah warns and threatens those who annoy Him by 
going against His commands and doing that which He has 
forbidden, and who persist in doing so, and those who annoy 
His Messenger 3% by accusing him of having faults or 
shortcomings — Allah forbid. Ikrimah said that the Ayah: 


Cit Si SR aA 4d 
<Verily, those who annoy Allah and His Messenger,> 
was revealed concerning those who make pictures or 
images.!*! 
In The Two Sahihs, it is reported that Abu Hurayrah said: 
“The Messenger of Allah 3% said: 


85 ugig tik Caf sadn fy pad G2; eH ES ea 5 ie Gn bk 
«Allah says: “The son of Adam annoys Me by inveighing 
against time, but I am time, for I cause the alternation of night 
and day "07141 

The meaning of this Hadith is that in the Jahiliyyah they used 


(1) Ahmad 4:8. 

[2] Abu Dawud 1:635, An-Naséi 3:91, Ibn Majah 1:524, Ibn 
Khuzaymah 3:118, Ibn Hibban 2:132, An-Nawawi 97. 

3] At-Tabari 20 :322. 

I4| Fath Al-Bari 8 :437, Muslim 4:1762. 
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to say, “How bad time is, it has done such and such to us!” 
They used to attribute the deeds of Allah to time, and inveigh 
against it, but the One Who did that was Allah, may He be 
exalted. So, He forbade them from this. Al-‘Awfi reported that 
Ibn ‘Abbas said that the Ayah, 


Ci. al Sih call A> 


¢Verily, those who annoy Allah and His Messenger, 


was revealed about those who slandered the Prophet 3 over 
his marriage to Safiyyah bint Huyay bin Akhtab.!"! 

The Ayah appears to be general in meaning and to apply to all 
those who annoy him in any way, because whoever annoys 
him annoys Allah, just as whoever obeys him obeys Allah. 


The Threat to Those Who fabricate Slander 


CAE G fy HD Sl IB GIG 
¢And those who annoy believing men and women 
undeservedly ,> 


means, they attribute to them things of which they are 
innocent, which they do not know and do not do. 


CE RY 
they bear the crime of slander and plain sin.> 


This is the most serious slander, to tell or transmit things 
about the believing men and women that they have not done, 
in order to bring shame upon them and accuse them of 
shortcomings. Among those to whom the description most 
applies are those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers, 
followed by the Rafidites who accuse the Companions of 
shortcomings and faults of which Allah has stated that they 
are innocent, and describe them as the opposite of what Allah 
has said about them. Allah, may He be exalted, has told us 
that He is pleased with the Migrants and Ansar, and has 
praised them, but these foolish and ignorant people inveigh 
against them and accuse them of shortcomings, and say 


1 At-Tabari 20:323. See the section on reports at the beginning of 
this book. 
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things about them that they did not do and could never have 
done. In reality, their hearts are misguided, for they condemn 
those who deserve praise and praise those who deserve 
condemnation. 

Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that it was 
said: “O Messenger of Allah, what is backbiting (Ghibah)?” He 
said, 


«lt is when you mention something about your brother that he 
dislikes .» 


It was asked, “But what if what I say about my brother is 
true?” He said, 


8G AB IEG 63 35 0S yy SE SG ag SE Sp 
uf it is true, then you have committed backbiting (Ghibah) 
about him, and if it is not true, then you have slandered 
him 3!" 
This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said, “Hasan 
Sahih.”!?) 


as 7 fee choses 


raped 3 coll Ghat A ol WLS OS oH OG SS KE 
Capt OI Vy te GE YS ye BL g hth BF 


€59. O Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and the 
women of the believers to draw their Jalabib over their bodies. 
That will be better that they should be known so as not to be 
annoyed. And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.> 


€60. If the hypocrites and those in whose hearts is a disease, 
and those who spread false news among the people in Al- 
Madinah stop not, We shall certainly let you overpower them, 
then they will not be able to stay in it as your neighbors but a 


(1 Abu Dawud 5:192. 
2] Muslim no. 2589, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 6:63. 
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little while .> 


461. Accursed, they shall be seized wherever found, and killed 
with a (terrible) slaughter .> 


€62. That was the way of Allah in the case of those who passed 
away of old, and you will not find any change in the way of 
Allah .> 


The Command of Hijab 


Here Allah tells His Messenger 3% to command the believing 
women - especially his wives and daughters, because of their 
position of honor - to draw their Jilbdbs over their bodies, so 
that they will be distinct in their appearance from the women 
of the Jahiliyyah and from slave women. The Jilbdb is a Rida’, 
worn over the Khimdr. This was the view of Ibn Mas‘td, 
‘Ubaydah, Qataddah, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Said bin Jubayr, 
Ibrahim An-Nakhai, ‘Ata’ Al-Khuradsani and others. It is like 
the Izdr used today. Al-Jawhari said: “The Jilbdb is the outer 
wrapper.” 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that Allah 
commanded the believing women, when they went out of their 
houses for some need, to cover their faces from above their 
heads with the Jilbab, leaving only one eye showing.!!) 
Muhammad bin Sirin said, “I asked Ubaydah As-Salmani 
about the Ayah: 

Caen » 5 Sat 


¢to draw their Jalabib over their bodies.» He covered his face and 
head, with just his left eye showing.”*! 


cotes OC ree 


<That will be better that they should be known so as not to be 
annoyed .> 


means, if they do that, it will be known that they are free, and 
that they are not servants or whores. 


4023 WAS Al Gd 


"I At-Tabari 20 :324. 
(2) At-Tabari 20:325. 


46 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
¢And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .> 

means, with regard to what happened previously during the 

days of Jahiliyyah, when they did not have any knowledge 

about this. 

A Stern Warning to the Evil Hypocrites 


Then Allah issues a warning to the hypocrites, those who, 
make an outward display of faith while concealing their 
disbelief, 
425 eps a all> 
<those in whose hearts is a disease,» ‘Ikrimah and others said that 
this refers to adulterers in this instance.!"! 
CLT 8 Stell 
¢and those who spread false news among the people in Al- 
Madinah> 
means, those who say that the enemy has come and war has 
started, which is a lie and a fabrication. Unless they give up 
these actions and return to the truth, 
<r BE > 
«We shall certainly let you overpower them,» 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “We will give 
you power over them.”?! Qatadah said: “We will incite you 
against them.”°! As-Suddi said: “We will inform you about 
them.” 
ies Say Y BD 
<then they will not be able to stay in it) means, in Al-Madinah, 
dap BIG Vp 
qbut a little while. Accursed...> 


‘this describes their state while they are in Al-Madinah for this 
short time before they are expelled and sent far away.’ 


I) At-Tabari 20 :326. 
2] at-Tabari 20 :328. 
3] At-Tabari 20 :328. 
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os eae ee oe, o cs ---- ||hypocrites when they 
© Vnselypae ailaboccagedlycnscite | persisted in hypocrisy 
and disbelief and did 
not give it up; He incited the believers against them and 
caused them to prevail over them. 


qi oil os 18 op 
¢and you will not find any change in the way of Allah.> 


means, the way in which Allah deals with this does not alter 
or change. 
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€63. People ask you concerning the Hour, say: ‘‘The knowledge 
of it is with Allah only. What do you know? It may be that the 
Hour is near!''> 

€64. Verily, Allah has cursed the disbelievers, and has prepared 
for them a flaming Fire.> 

€65. Wherein they will abide forever, and they will find neither 
a a protector nor a helper.> 

€66. On the Day when their faces will be turned over in the 
Fire, they will say: ‘Oh, would that we had obeyed Allah and 
obeyed the Messenger."’> 

€67. And they will say: ‘Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed our 
chiefs and our great ones, and they misled us from the way.” 


€68. “Our Lord! Give them double torment and curse them 
with a mighty curse!"'> 


No One knows when the Day of Resurrection will come 
except Allah 

Here Allah tells His Messenger 2% that he cannot know when 
the Hour will come, and if people ask him about that, He 
instructs him to refer the matter to Allah, may He be exalted, 
as Allah says in Surat Al-A‘raéf, even though that was revealed 
in Makkah and this Surah was revealed in Al-Madinah. Allah 
continues to tell him to refer this matter to the One Who 
knows about it, but He tells him that it is at hand, as He 
says: 


46,5 3S Het GF 42, > 
¢What do you know? It may be that the Hour is near!> 
This is like the Aydt: 
CAB SEG ST Fa 


<The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been cleft 
asunder.» [54:1] 


Coane A ok 8S, ode ots 4 cette 
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Draws near for mankind their reckoning, while they turn 
away in heedlessness.> [21:1] 
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Pad 


Cis Si At A 


<The Event (the Hour) ordained by Allah will come to pass, so 
seek not to hasten it> [16:1]. 


The Curse on the Disbelievers and its Eternity and their 
Regret 


Then Allah says: 

pki 555 OD 
«Verily, Allah has cursed the disbelievers,» means, He has 
distanced them from His mercy. 
qand has prepared for them a flaming Fire (Hell).» means, in the 
Hereafter. 


46) te Gadd 
Wherein they will abide forever,» means, they will stay there 
forever and ever, never leaving or finding relief from it. 
4b GUS hd Vp 
¢and they will find neither a a protector nor a helper.> 
means, they will have no saviour to help them or rescue them 
from their predicament. Then Allah says: 
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On the Day when their faces will be turned over in the Fire, 
they will say: “Oh, would that we had obeyed Allah and 
obeyed the Messenger .'’> 
means, they will be dragged into the Fire on their faces and 
their faces will be contorted in Hell, and in that state they will 
wish that they had been among those who had obeyed Allah 
and His Messenger 3% in this world. Allah describes how they 
will be in the Hereafter: 


fee tape KES Sy oe 8 OTTO oy, 2 ose te ot Bee cose 
3S Ws SG Sie sis Sig te pa 2 > 
gh SA cies OG Bedi go NL LE ost UE 


Seng ae 
ow . 
Cth. sts 


50 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


¢And the Day when the wrongdoer will bite at his hands, he 
will say: “Oh! Would that I had taken a path with the 
Messenger. Ah! Woe to me! Would that I had never taken so- 
and-so as an intimate friend! He indeed led me astray from the 
Reminder after it had come to me. And Shaytan is to man ever 
a deserter in the hour of need ."'> (25:27-29) 


Dik 6 SUE. Bai 
<How much would those who disbelieved wish that they had 
been Muslims.> (15:2) 
And here too, Allah tells us that when they are in this state, 
they will wish that they had obeyed Allah and His Messenger 
#% in this world: 


(OUI GLE TS hc CHG & sD 
<And they will say: ‘Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed our chiefs 
and our great ones, and they misled us from the way." 


Tawis said: “ ‘Our chiefs’ means their nobles and ‘our great 
ones’ means their scholars.” 


48 Se sts gt 
Our Lord! Give them double torment? means, ‘for their disbelief 
and because they mislead us.’ 

Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani recorded from Abu Rafi‘ that 
among the names of those who fought with ‘Ali, may Allah be 
pleased with him, was Al-Hajjaj bin ‘Amr bin Ghaziyah, and he 
was the one who, when they met, said; “O people of the Ansar! 
Do you want to say when we meet our Lord: 


yl Ss ofits agk TH Gust Cb aS ae Ch | tp 
<Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed our chiefs and our great ones, 
and they misled us from the way. Our Lord! Give them double 
torment and curse them with a mighty curse!>” 

A ke 56 YEG a ES ot bic AE BK 9 te aft Clyp 
¢69. O you who believe! Be not like those who annoyed Miisa, 
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but Allah cleared him of that which they alleged, and he was 
honorable before Allah.> 


The Fabrications of the Jews against Musa 


Al-Bukhari recorded in the Book of Hadiths about the 
Prophets, that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah 
#% said: 
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tMiisa, peace be upon him, was a shy and modest man who 
would never show anything of his skin because of his shyness. 
Some of the Children of Israel annoyed him by saying: ‘‘He 
only keeps himself covered because of some defect in his skin, 
either leprosy or scrotal hernia or some other defect."' Allah, 
may He be glorified, wanted to clear Miisa, peace be upon him, 
of what they were saying. One day Mitsa was alone, so he took 
off his garment and put it on a rock, then he took a bath. When 
he had finished, he turned back to pick up his garment, but the 
rock moved away, taking his garment with it. Misa picked up 
his stick and chased the rock, saying, ‘“‘My garment, O rock! 
My garment, O rock!" Until he reached a group of the 
Children of Israel, who saw him naked and found that he was 
the best of those whom Allah had created. Thus he was cleared 
of what they had said about him. Then the rock stood still, so 
he took his garment and put it on. He started hitting the rock 
with his stick, and by Allah, the marks of that beating were left 
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on the rock, three or four or five. This is what is referred to in 
the Ayah: <O you who believe! Be not like those who annoyed 
Misa, but Allah cleared him of that which they alleged, and he 
was honorable before Allah.>»!"! 


This Hadith is one of those which were recorded by Al-Bukhari 
but not Muslim. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah (bin Mas‘id) said: 
“One day, the Messenger of Allah 3% distributed some booty 
and a man among the Ansar said, This division was not done 
for the sake of Allah.’ I said, ‘O enemy of Allah! I am going to 
tell the Messenger of Allah 3% what you have said.’ So, I told 
the Prophet # about it. His face reddened and he said, 


rab 1B iy Bh gh AS Gog ye an key 
‘May Allah have mercy on Mitsa. He was annoyed with worse 
than this, yet he remained patient.” 


This was recorded in the Two Sahihs.'?I 
lias ail Le SGD 
¢and he was honorable before Allah.» means, he had a position of 
status and honor before his Lord, may He be exalted and 
glorified. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said: “His supplications would be 
answered by Allah.”"! Some of them said that part of his great 
standing before Allah was that he interceded for his brother 
Harun, asking Allah to send him with him as a Messenger, and 
Allah granted his request and said: 


cae De 
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CS op A Caag> 
¢And We granted him his brother Hariin, (also) a Prophet, out 
of Our mercy .> (19:53) 


i ahs Kil SG we oh GS al Oe ee Sat Clep 
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470. O you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah and speak 
(always) the truth .> 


"1 Fath Al-Bari 6 :502. 
21 Ahmad 1 :380, Al-Bukhari no. 3405, Muslim no. 1062. 
3! a}-Baghawi 3 :545 
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¢71. He will direct you to do righteous good deeds and will 
forgive you your sins. And whosoever obeys Allah and His 
Messenger, he has indeed achieved a great victory.> 


The Command to the Believers to have Taqwa and 
speak the Truth 


Here Allah commands His servants to have Taqwa of Him, 
worshipping Him as if they can see Him, and to 


482 Y5> 


<speak (always) the truth.» meaning, to speak in a 
straightforward manner, with no crookedness or distortion. He 
promises them that if they do that, He will reward them by 
making their deeds righteous, i.e., enabling them to do right- 
eous deeds, and He will forgive them their past sins. With 
regard to whatever sins they may commit in the future, He will 
inspire them to repent from them. Then He says: 


qe 5 8 SAS HB SD 


¢And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, he has indeed 
achieved a great victory.> 


meaning, he will be saved from the fire of Hell and will enjoy 

everlasting delights (in Paradise). 
Ges Ge Sat, Ge dB sa, SY ose & ECYT cee > 
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472. Truly, We did offer the Amanah'"! to the heavens and the 
earth, and the mountains, but they declined to bear it and were 
afraid of it. But man bore it. Verily, he was unjust and 
ignorant .> 


473. So that Allah will punish the hypocrites, men and women, 
and the men and women who are idolators. And Allah will 
pardon the believers, men and women. And Allah is Ever Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful .> 

''l Amanah means trust. Here we see that there are reports that give 
particular explanations for it in this context. 
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How Man bore the Amadnah 


Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “AlLAmdnah means 
obedience. This was offered to them before it was offered to 
Adam, and they could not bear it. Then Allah said to Adam: 1 
have offered the Amdnah to the heavens and the earth and the 
mountains, and they could not bear it. Will you take it on?’ He 
said, ‘O Lord, what does it involve?’ He said, If you do good, 
you will be rewarded, and if you do evil, you will be punished.’ 
So Adam took the Amdnah and bore it, and this is what is 
referred to in the Ayah: 


ao #7 5 aed 


he Ob. Ay Bol Wisp 
4But man bore it. Verily, he was unjust and ignorant.p”!") 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Al-Amanah 
means Al-Fard’id (the obligatory duties). Allah offered them to 
the heavens and the earth and the mountains, (on the grounds 
that) if they fulfilled them, He would reward them; and if they 
failed, He would punish them. But they did not want to do that, 
and they were afraid of it, not because their intention was sinful, 
but because of their respect for the religion of Allah, in case they 
could not fulfill the obligations involved. Then Allah offered it to 
Adam, and he accepted it with all that it entailed. This is what is 
referred to in the Ayah: ; . 

Se Bb 56 1 Boil Gp 

<But man bore it. Verily, he was unjust and ignorant.> 


meaning, he underestimated the command of Allah.”?I 

This was also the view of Mujahid, Said bin Jubayr, Ad- 
Dahhak, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and others that AlAmdnah means 
Al-Fara’id.") Others said that it meant obedience. Al-A‘mash 
narrated from Abu Ad-Duha from Masriq that Ubayy bin Ka‘b 
said: “Part of Al-Amdnah means that woman was entrusted 
with her own chastity.”*! Qatadah said: “AlAmdnah means 
religion, obligatory duties and prescribed punishments.” 


(1) At-Tabari 20 :338. 
[2] At-Tabari 20 :337. 
(3) At-Tabari 20 :337. 
(41 At-Tabari 20 :338. 
IS] At-Tabari 20 :339. 
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Malik narrated that Zayd bin Aslam said: “Al-Amanah means 
three things: prayer, fasting and performing Ghusl to cleanse 
oneself from sexual impurity.” 

There is no contradiction between all of these views; they are 

all in agreement and all refer to responsibility and the 
acceptance of commands and prohibitions with their attendant 
conditions, which is that the one who fulfills this 
responsibility, will be rewarded; while the one who neglects it, 
will be punished. Man accepted this despite the fact that he is 
weak, ignorant and unjust - except for those whom Allah 
helps, and Allah is the One Whose help we seek. 
One of the reports which deal with Al-Amdnah is the Hadith 
recorded by Imam Ahmad from Hudhayfah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, who said: “The Messenger of Allah #% told us 
two Hadiths, one of which I have seen and the other I am still 
waiting to see. He told us that Al-Amdnah is deeply rooted in 
the heart of man, then the Qur’an was revealed and they 
know it from the Qur’an and from the Sunnah. Then he told 
us that ALAmdnah will be taken away. He said, 


pos gi Wg wit fos i, Bu Jas ean Jeon pep 
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‘A man may sleep and Al-Amanah will be taken from his 

"heart, leaving nothing but a trace like a blister left by a coal if 
you were to roll it over your leg - you will see it protruding 
but there is nothing inside. » 

Then he took a pebble and rolled it over his leg, then he said: 
KE5 0G 8 Bb HE ES TU Sg EK VS ke yO Ath 
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‘Then the people will start buying and selling, and hardly 
anyone will be paying attention to Al-Amanah, until it will be 
said that among the tribe of so-and-so there is a trustworthy 
man, and it will said of a man, ‘how strong he is, how nice 
and how wise,’ and there is not even a mustard seed of faith in 
his heart.» 

No doubt, there came upon me a time when I did not mind 
dealing (bargaining) with anyone of you, for if he was a 
Muslim, his Islam would compel him to pay me what is due to 
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me, and if he was a Christian, or Jew, the Muslim official 
would compel him to pay me what is due to me, but today, | 
do not deal except with such and such person among you.”!! 
It was also recorded in the Two Sahihs from the Hadith of Al- 
A‘mash,|1 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah 3% said: 


ches hes Bul ki Ci GG u ne 6 G5 23 1y toh 
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‘There are four things, if you attain them, then whatever you 


miss in this world will not matter: preserving trust, speaking 
the truth, being of good character and moderation in eating .0!°! 


The Result of taking on the Amanah 
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<So that Allah will punish the hypocrites, men and women, 
and the men and women who are idolators.> 


means, because the sons of Adam have undertaken to fulfill 
the Amdnah, which means duties, Allah will punish the men 
and women among them who are hypocrites, who are those 
who make an outward display of faith because they fear the 
believers, but in their hearts they conceal disbelief and in fact 
are followers of the disbelievers. 


€and the men and women who are idolators.> 


these are the ones who both outwardly and inwardly associate 
others in worship with Allah and go against His Messengers. 


C5 Gel & Al oF 
¢And Allah will pardon the believers, men and women.> 


means, He will show mercy to the believers among mankind, 
who believe in Allah and in His angels, Books and Messengers, 


(1 Ahmad 5:383. 
(21 Fath ALBari 11:341, Muslim 1:126. 
(3) Ahmad 2:177. 
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and who obey Him. 
Ens lb ail 585> 
¢And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .> 


This is end of the Tafsir of Stirat Al-Ahzdb. Allah’s is the praise 
and thanks. 
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The Tafsir of Sirah Saba’ 


(Chapter - 34) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 
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In the Name = Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 
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the Most Merciful, the Oft-Forgiving .> 


All Praise and the Knowledge of the Unseen belong to 
Allah Alone 


Allah tells us that all praise belongs to Him alone in this world 
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and in the Hereafter, because He is the Giver and Bestower 
who gives to the people of this world and the Hereafter, the 
ee and Controller of all. Allah sale 


oe we 
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ew He is Allah; none has the right to be worshipped but He, 
all praise is due to Him (both) in the first (i.e., in this world) 
and in the last (the Hereafter). And for Him is the decision, 
and to Him shall you (all) be returned .> (28:70). 


Allah says: 
42 5 i GS het gb A sil & 2p 
€All praise is due to Allah, to Whom belongs all that is in the 
heavens and all that is in the earth.> 


meaning, all of it is His dominion and is enslaved by Him and 
subject to His control, as Allah says: 


oo we 
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¢And truly, unto Us (belong) the last (Hereafter) and the first 
(this world) (92:13). 
Then Allah says: 
ini 3 Ui Gp 
His is all praise in the Hereafter,> 


for He is the One Who will be worshipped forever and praised 
for eternity. 


255i 55 ose 


and He is the All-Wise,> means, in all that He says and does, 
legislates and decrees. 
<dl> 
<the All-Aware.p» from Whom nothing at all is hidden or 
concealed. Malik narrated that Az-Zuhri said, “He is All-Aware 
of His creation, All-Wise in His commands.” Allah says: 
40 GE ANI 3 gh b Ahad 


¢He knows that which goes into the earth and that which comes 
forth from it,> 
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meaning, He knows the number of raindrops that sink into 
the depths of the earth, and the seeds that have been sown, 
and the things that are hidden in it, and He knows what 
comes forth from that, how many they are, how they grow and 
what they look like. 


Ca <p SK Ud 
¢and that which descends from the heaven> 


means, of raindrops and provision, and what ascends into it, 
i.e., righteous deeds and other things. 


sill LoS 5p 
¢And He is the Most Merciful, the Oft-Forgiving .> 


means, He is Most Merciful to His servants; He does not 
hasten to punish them, and He forgives the sins of those who 
repent to Him and put their trust in Him. 
Bre oo 2 og btyyee Pa Were ee ne %- 2 4h 7 ogre + te 4, 
J aie Sia ¥ CA ie eat os FB anal uk YA 30 65> 
S- Be oe sh 77 e380 7 ore 


See gf Bee re ge ee < fe at 
(Aye diy Tat A OTN ooyGi tes yn Sail Sead hangs 


= 


a ae ote - . ere Sete oo, ot zs ah Ze oe 
CUS soi Be Ns EIS BS Ah UY aii pall 


=f 


43. Those who disbelieve say: “The Hour will not come to us.” 
Say: “Yes, by my Lord, the All-Knower of the Unseen, it will 
come to you; not even the weight of a speck of dust or less than 
that or greater escapes His knowledge in the heavens or in the 
earth but it is in a Clear Book.’'> 


<4. That He may recompense those who believe and do 
righteous good deeds. Those, theirs is forgiveness and generous 
provision .> 

€5. But those who strive against Our Ayat to frustrate them - 
those, for them will be a severe painful torment.> 


<6. And those who have been given knowledge see that what is 
revealed to you from your Lord is the truth, and that it guides 
to the path of the Exalted in might, Owner of all praise.> 
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The Hour will come so that each Person will be rewarded 
or punished in accordance with His Deeds 

This is one of three Aydt - there is no fourth —- where Allah 
commands His Messenger #% to swear by His Almighty Lord 
that the resurrection will surely come, because the stubborn 
followers of disbelief denied that it would happen. One of these 
Aydt is in Sirah Yunus, where Allah says: 


Ne ry) 4% yy, : Sf, ove en by Boe org tee 
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¢And they ask you to inform them (saying): “Is it true?" Say: 
“Yes! By my Lord! It is the very truth! and you cannot escape 
it!""} (10:53). 
The second of these Ayat is this one: 


GE 5 5 B Rech Ci VS oh Oy 
<Those who disbelieve say: ‘'The Hour will not come to us.” 
Say: Yes, by my Lord, it will come to you..."’>. 

And the third of them appears in Surat At-Taghdbun, where 
Allah says: 
A os Mey BABE SSE ISS ot oD 


<The disbelievers pretend that they will never be resurrected (for 
reckoning). Say: ‘Yes! By my Lord, you will certainly be 
resurrected, then you will be informed of what you did; and 
that is easy for Allah'’> (64:7). 


And Allah says here: 
€Say: “Yes, by my Lord, it will come to you..."> 
Then Allah is described in a manner that affirms that: 
NS GAS Ni a Y ofl a 05 Ja oe ¥ Cal ep 
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¢the All-Knower of the Unseen, not even the weight of a speck 


of dust or less than that or greater escapes His knowledge in the 
heavens or in the earth but it is in a Clear Book.> 


Mujahid and Qatadah said, “Nothing is hidden or concealed 
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from Him.”'! In other words, everything is encompassed by 
His knowledge, and nothing is hidden from Him. Even though 
bones may be scattered and disintegrate, He knows where they 
have gone and where they have dispersed, then He will bring 
them back just as He created them in the first place, because 
He has knowledge of all things. 

Then Allah tells us of His wisdom in re-creating bodies and 
bringing about the Hour, as He says: 
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<That He may recompense those who believe and do righteous 

good deeds. Those, theirs is forgiveness and generous provision. 

But those who strive against Our Ayat to frustrate them> 
meaning, those who try to turn others away from the path of 
Allah and who disbelieve His Messengers, 


42s 435 i Se A AgGip 
<those, for them will be a severe painful torment.> 
This means, He will bestow His favor upon the blessed, who 
are the believers, and will punish the doomed, who are the 
disbelievers. This is like the Ayah: 
461i ae Lai C5) a coh wat et og i> 


<Not equal are the dwellers of the Fire and the dwellers of the 

Paradise. It is the dwellers of Paradise that will be successful .> 

(59:20) 

Set Le A Ng Bie eset ies Yun Sit Se ap 
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<Shall We treat those who believe and do righteous good deeds 

like those who cause mischief on the earth? Or shall We treat 

those who have Taqwa as the evildoers? (38:28) 

C5 BBS» BI SA wall LIC oll 55> 
<And those who have been given knowledge see that what is 
revealed to you from your Lord is the truth,> 


1] At-Tabari 20 :350 


64 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


vo fey 3 7° Se “phe 4 tec coos 
PTS LV fee ay Mas cal dees sal 
real WANED wall Et aig 
Pe LES lot Mais fas 
a-ha ple I Eth eh o h re 
YS BO) TEN AES le bah BNI 
tay AE Cha a kd od oS, «he 4s 
MEE Uta OD ete KIS 


be 
SOAS BOR oe Site pe 


eres % ghey LD “ Py ed 
Slo! GIS DS LI Als ag lolees 
oe a 


cde te, coher oteteons , coger ee 
Bot ep err Bee SOSh + ate os ge ie me oo 
Peel vES en NG 0 


eyes 
OFFS OO LL O Hy be sarer $4 ror e, 
A 


Dhara jee nied jy balGed tL, 


“ 
° 


£v¥4 
4 


S74 ww 


This is another kind 
of wisdom, following 
on from the one 
before, which is that 
when those who 
believed in what was 
revealed to the 
Messengers see the 
onset of the Hour and 
how the righteous 
and the wicked will be 
rewarded and 
punished respectively, 
which they knew of 
beforehand in this 
world from the Books 
of Allah and which 
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they are now seeing 
with their own eyes, 
they will say: 


la 
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<Indeed, the Messengers 
of our Lord did come 
with the truth> (7:43). 
And it will be said: 


BASS BEN cj U a> 


tical 


<This is what the Most Gracious had promised, and the 
Messengers spoke truth!» (36:52] 
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<Indeed you have stayed according to the decree of Allah, until 
the Day of Resurrection; so this is the Day of Resurrection> 
(30:56), 


vee ’ oe 4 ate oe “2 Pant 44 uae oe te BF 7 he nae 
2 be SL ages A 5 oe ay Sl weal Lat is) Gall a5 > 
q jadi 


¢And those who have been given knowledge see that what is 
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revealed to you from your Lord is the truth, and that it guides 

to the path of the Exalted in might, Owner of all praise .> 
The Exalted in might is the One Who is All-Powerful, Whom 
none can overwhelm or resist, but He subjugates and controls 
all things. The Owner of All praise is the One Who, in all His 
words, deeds, laws and decrees, is deserving of praise, may He 
be ee and exalted. 
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¢7. Those who disbelieve say: ‘Shall we direct you to a man 
who will tell you (that) when you have become fully 
disintegrated into dust with full dispersion, then you will be 
created (again) anew?’'> 


48. Has he invented a lie against Allah, or is there a madness 
in him? Nay, but those who disbelieve in the Hereafter are 
(themselves) in a torment, and in far error.> 


€9. See they not what is before them and what is behind them, 
of the heaven and the earth? If We will, We shall sink the earth 
with them, or cause a piece of the heaven to fall upon them. 
Verily, in this is a sign for every servant who turns (to Allah) 
in repentance .> 


The Disbelievers’ Denial of Life after Death, and the 
Refutation of Their View 


Here Allah tells us how the disbelievers and heretics denied 
that the Hour will come, and mocked the Messenger #¢ for 
speaking of it. 
52 ¥ BEG RS GRE BUS alt 1 
€Those who disbelieve say: “Shall we direct you to a man who 


will tell you (that) when you have become fully disintegrated 
into dust with full dispersion...?"'> 


means, when your bodies have disintegrated into the earth 
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and dispersed without a trace, 


E> 


<then you} means, after this has happened, 
face gh gp 
€will be created (again) anew> 
means, you will be restored to life and will receive provision 
anew. ‘By telling us this, he is doing one of two things: either 
he is deliberately fabricating something and saying that Allah 


has revealed it to him, or he is not doing it deliberately, but he 
is deluded as crazy and insane people are.’ They said: 


- Has he invented a lie against Allah, or is there a madness in 
him?> 
Allah said, refuting their words: 


doll JOG YT y tal 8 Vos D 


€Nay, but those who disbelieve in the Hereafter are (themselves) 
in a torment, and in far error.> 


meaning, the matter is not as they claim or as they think; on 
the contrary, Muhammad # is the one who is telling the 
truth, and is righteous and wise; he is the one who has 
brought the truth, and they are the foolish and ignorant liars. 


qi a> 
€are themselves) in a torment,» means, their disbelief, which will 
lead them to the torment of Allah. 


4. 


dani sit > 
¢and in far error.> far from the truth in this world. 


Then Allah warns them of His power in the creation of 
heavens and earth, as He says: 


POR ee 


CNG I <i tHE WS peal HU HS Sil> 
4See they not what is before them and what is behind them, of 
the heaven and the earth?> 
meaning, wherever they go, in whatever direction, the heavens 
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are above them and the earth is beneath them. This is like the 
Ayah: 
€badpsil 25 UES NG ies OG ol Gk AaG> 
€With Hands did We construct the heaven. Verily, We are 
Able to extend the vastness of space thereof. And We have 


spread out the earth; how Excellent Spreader (thereof) are We!> 
(51:47-48) 


qt i US pele Lek i NT ty, GEE op 


<lf We will, We shall sink the earth with them, or cause a piece 
of the heaven to fall upon them.> 


means, ‘if We wished, We could do that to them because: of 
their wrongdoing and Our power over them, but We delay it 
because We are Patient and Forgiving.’ 

Then Allah says: 


4 wr hye 


dot oe OY ais 3 Od 
<Verily, in this is a sign for every Munib servant.> 


Ma‘mar narrating from Qatddah, said that Al-Munib means 
every one who repents.''! Sufyan narrated from Qatadah, that 
Al-Munib is the one who turns to Allah.?! This means that in 
looking at the creation of the heavens and the earth, there is a 
sign for every servant who is intelligent and wise and who 
turns towards Allah. There is a sign of the Allah’s ability to 
recreate bodies and bring about the Resurrection, because the 
One Who was able to create these heavens - with their vast 
reaches of space, and this earth, as deep and vast as it is - is 
able to recreate bodies and revive decayed bones. This is like 
the Aydt: 


4h ME He AK ye GNG ogctl Zo it Sip 


4Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth, Able to 
create the like of them? Yes, indeed!> (36:81) 


Y Gi FES IS ai oe & FE) GONG ogc Sip 
4315 


0) ‘Abdur-Razzéq 3:126. 
[2] At-Tabari 20 :356 
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<The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater 
than the creation of mankind; yet, most of mankind know not.> 
(40:57) 
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€10. And indeed We bestowed grace on Dawud from Us 
(saying): “‘O you mountains! Glorify with him! And you birds 
(also)! And We made the iron soft for him."’> 


€11. Saying : ‘Make you perfect coats of mail, and balance well 
the rings of chain armor [Sard], and work you (men) 
righteousness. Truly, I am All-Seer of what you do."'> 


'o 


The Favors which Allah bestowed upon Dawud 


Here Allah tells us how He blessed His servant and Messenger 
Dawud (David), peace be upon him, and what He gave him of 
His great bounty, giving him both prophethood and kingship, 
and huge numbers of troops. And He blessed him with a 
mighty voice. Such that when he glorified Allah, the firm, 
solid, high mountains joined him in glorifying Allah, and the 
free-roaming birds, who go out in the morning and come back 
in the evening, stopped for him, and he was able to speak all 
languages. 

In the Sahih it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah 2% 
heard the voice of Abu Masa Al-Ash‘ari, may Allah be pleased 
with him, reciting at night, and he stopped and listened to his 
recitation, then he said: 


03513 ST eel3e tye Wy Wd asl Lady 
‘This man has been Ripert one of the sweet melodious voices of 
the Prophet Dawud_.s!"| 


Abu ‘Uthman An-Nahdi said, “I never heard any cymbal, 
stringed instrument or chord that was more beautiful than the 
voice of Abu Musa Al-Ash‘ari, may Allah be pleased with 
him.”(2! 


(1) Muslim 1:546. 
21 Fada’il Al-Qur’an by Abu ‘Ubayd p. 79. 
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<Glorify> means, glorify Allah. This was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, 

Mujahid and others.!'! The root of this word [Ta’wib] means to 


repeat or respond, so the mountains and birds were 
commanded to repeat after him. 


dni i GD 
¢And We made the iron soft for him.» Al-Hasan Al-Basri, 
Qatadah, Al-A‘mash and others said, “He did not need to heat 


it in the fire or beat it with a hammer; he could simply twist it 
in his hands, like a thread.” Allah said: 


dh JA old 
<Saying : ‘Make you perfect coats of mail..."">, which means chain 


mail. Qatadah said, “He was the first person ever to make chain 
mail; before that, they used to wear plated armor.) 
4551 3 5355) 
¢and balance well the rings of chain armor [Sard],> 
This is how Allah taught His Prophet Dawud, peace be upon 
him, to make coats of mail. Mujahid said concerning the 
Ayah: 
43555 3 55> 
¢and balance well the rings of chain armor [Sard],> 
“Do not make the rivets too loose that the rings (of chain mail) 
will shake, or make them too tight that they will not be able to 
move at all, but make it just right.”4! ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah 
reported that Tbn ‘Abbas said, “Sard refers to a ring of iron.” 
Some of them said, “Chain mail is called Masrid if it is held 


together with rivets.” 
¢and work you (men) righteousness.» means, with regard to what 


(l At-Tabari 20:357. 
21 at-Tabari 20 :359. 
IS! At-Tabari 20:359. 
4) at-Tabari 20:361. 
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Allah has given you of blessings. 
Ch SHS Uy Sd 


€Truly, I am All-Seer of what you do.» means, watching you and 
seeing all that you do and say; nothing of that is hidden at all. 


cer beer 4 4g te ie se wee Be eee, Bee fOr yor EIS on ot oe ge 
oy dee oe Spl Gey hall Ge A LLM 2S Gali Det aj de wis Saat; > 
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45 XO Ge 
€12. And to Sulayman (We subjected) the wind, its morning 
was a month's (journey), and its afternoon was a month's 
(journey). And We caused a fount of Qitr to flow for him, and 
there were Jinn that worked in front of him, by the leave of his 


Lord. And whosoever of them turned aside from Our command, 
We shall cause him to taste of the torment of the blazing Fire.> 


€13. They worked for him as he desired on Maharib, Tamathil, 
large basins like Jawab and Qudiir Rasiyat. “Work you, O 
family of Dawud, with thanks!" But few of My servants are 
grateful .> 


The Favors which Allah bestowed upon Sulayman 


Having mentioned the blessings with which He favored Dawud, 
Allah follows this by mentioning what He gave to Dawud’s son 
Sulayman (Solomon), may peace be upon them both. He 
subjugated the wind to him, so that it would carry his carpet 
one way for a month, then back again the next month. Al- 
Hasan Al-Basri said, “He set out from Damascus in the 
morning, landed in Istakhar where he ate a meal, then flew on 
from Istakhar and spent the night in Kabil.”"! Between 
Damascus and Istakhar is an entire month’s travel for a swift 
rider, and between Istakhar and Kabul is an entire month’s 
travel for a swift rider. 


<li Ge A > 
¢And We caused a fount Qitr to flow for him,> 


(1 At-Tabari 20 :362. 
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Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be plased with him, Mujahid, Tkrimah, 
‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani, Qatadah, As- Suddi, Malik from Zayd bin 
Aslam, ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam and others said, 
“Qitr means copper. “11 Qatadah said, “It was in Yemen. 12] 
Allah brought forth all the things that people make for 
Sulayman, peace be upon him. 


ore rer pee 


£55 bh oh He Ke & Sl Bw 
éand there were Jinn that worked in front of him, by the leave 
of his Lord.> 
means, ‘We subjugated the Jinn to work in front of him,’ by 
the permission of his Lord, i.e., by Allah’s decree and 
subjugation, they built whatever constructions he wanted, and 
did other work as well. 
465 oe ie be od 
<And whosoever of them turned aside from Our command ,> 
means, whoever among them tried to rebel and disobey, 
€ peal ye 4 2 S5> 
4We shall cause him to taste p the torment of the blazing 
Fire .> 
which means, burning. 


4s Sy on TE OA Shed 
<They worked for him as he desired on Maharib, Tamathil,> 
Mahdrib refers to beautiful structures, the best and innermost 
part of a dwelling, Ibn Zayd said, “This means dwellings.”"! 
With regard to “Tamathil,” ‘Atiyah Al-‘Awfi, Ad-Dahhak and As- 
Suddi said that Tamathil means pictures.'* 


45 oaks wht glans > 
large basins like Jawab and Qudir Rasiyat.» 
Jawab, the plural form of Jabiyah, refers to cisterns or tanks 


(1) At-Tabari 20 :363, 364. 
1 At-Tabari 20:363. 
3] At-Tabari 20:365. 
(41 At-Tabari 20 :366. 
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in which water is held, and Qudur Rasiydadt are cauldrons that 
stay in one place and are not moved around because of their 
great size. This was the view of Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and 
others, !! 


KE 535 i Hicetp 
Work you, O family of Dawud, with thanks!» 


means, ‘We said to them: Work with thanks for the blessings 
that We have bestowed upon you in this world and the 
Hereafter.’ This indicates that thanks may be expressed by 
actions as much as by words and intentions. 

Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman Al-Hubuli said, “Prayer is thanks, 
fasting is thanks, every good deed that you do for the sake of 
Allah is thanks, and the best of thanks is praise.” This was 
recorded by Ibn Jarir.!2] In the Two Sahihs, it is reported that 
the Messenger of Allah 2 said: 


E85 Jen Gas ft SE 555 Dis yius at Ji plan Sof ip 
Pees UB Peal OW 6555 fe IE at Sh pan Ssh kL 15 
a eY Ul ja V5 Gy 
‘The most beloved of prayer to Allah is the prayer of Dawud. 
He used to sleep for half the night, stand in prayer for a third 
of it and sleep for a sixth of it. The most beloved of fasting to 
Allah is the fasting of Diwud. He used to fast for a day then 
not fast for a day, and he never fled the battlefield .0') 
Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Fudayl said concerning the Ayah: 
KE 535 On Tcetp 
«Work you, O family of Dawud, with thanks!> 
Dawud said, “O Lord! How can I thank you when thanks itself 
is a blessing from You?” He said: “Now you have truly given 


thanks to Me, for you have realized that it is a blessing from 
Me.”%4] 


") At-Tabari 20 :367. 

2] At-Tabari 20 :369. 

(3) Fath AL-Bari 6 :525, Muslim 2:816. 
(4) Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 6 :680. 


Stirah 34. Saba (14) (Part-22) 73 


4iKSI BG 4 LD 


<But few of My servants are grateful.» This is a reflection of 
reality. 


oe ae Fed Pre ited Pd doe 
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414. Then when We decreed death for him, nothing eee 
them (Jinn) of his death except a little worm of the earth which 
kept (slowly) gnawing away at his stick. So when he fell down, 
the Jinn saw clearly that if they had known the Unseen, they 
would not have stayed in the humiliating torment .> 


The Death of Sulayman 


Allah tells us how Sulayman, peace be upon him, died and 
how Allah concealed his death from the Jinn who were 
subjugated to him to do hard labor. He remained leaning on 
his stick, which was his staff, as Ibn ‘Abbas may Allah be 
pleased with him, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and others 
said.'"! He stayed like that for a long time, nearly a year. 
When a creature of the earth, which was a kind of worm, ate 
through the stick, it became weak and fell to the ground. Then 
it became apparent that he had died a long time before. It also 
became clear to Jinn and men alike that the Jinn do not know 
the Unseen as they (the Jinn) used to imagine and tried to 
deceive people. This is what Allah says: 


Be SAUL oS Ee ew Je UW Aas Vy aay fe a OD 

ding GST g UG al Sky 
<nothing informed them (Jinn) of his death except a little worm 
of the earth which kept (slowly) gnawing away at his stick. So 
when he fell down, the Jinn saw clearly that if they had known 
the Unseen, they would not have stayed in the humiliating 
torment .> 


meaning, it became clear to the people that they (the Jinn) 
were lying. 


(1 At-Tabari 20 :370. 
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His provision and give thanks to Him by worshipping Him 
alone, and they followed that for as long as Allah willed, then 
they turned away from that which they had been commanded 
to do. So they were punished with a flood which scattered 
them throughout the lands around Saba’ in all directions, as 
we will see in detail below, if Allah wills. In Him we put our 
trust. 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Farwah bin Musayk Al-Ghutayfi, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, “A man said, ‘O Messenger of 
Allah! Tell me about Saba’ - what was it, a land or a woman?’ 
He 3 said: 


elds Ets ollgh ti i Ai je5 “53 aly 3 yeik oh 
gas Spd Uh, Suds f dag; or wold 1 SeUlS 3, ub desi 
OSL Fetes Geodesy Ng OL tN; Sats 
alt was neither a land nor a woman. It was a man who had ten 
children, six of whom went Yemen and four of whom went 
Ash-Sham. Those who went Ash-Sham were Lakhm, Judham, 
‘Amilah and Ghassan. Those who went south were Kindah, Al- 
Ash‘ariyyiin, Al-Azd, Madhhij, Himyar and Anmar.» 
A man asked, ‘Who are Anmar?’ He % said: 


oo Cre 


hw; oo oe zai 
«Those among whom are Khath‘am and Bajilah 9°"! 


This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi in his Jami‘ [Sunan| in more 
detail than this; then he said, “This is a Hasan Gharib 
Hadith.”"?! 

The genealogists -— including Muhammad bin Ishaq - said, 
“The name of Saba’ was ‘Abd Shams bin Yashjub bin Ya‘rub 
bin Qahtan; he was called Saba’ because he was the first Arab 
tribe to disperse. He was also known as Ar-Ra@’ish, because he 
was the first one to take, booty in war and give it to his people, 
so he was called Ar-Rd’ish; because the Arabs call wealth Rish 
or Riydsh. 

They differ over Qahtan, about whom there were three views. 
(The first) he descended from the line of Iram bin Sam bin 


0) At-Tabari 20:375. 
(2) Tunfat ALAhwadhi 9 :88. 


76 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


Noh, then there were three different views over how he 
descended from him. (The second) was that he was descended 
from ‘Abir, another name for Hud, peace be upon him, then 
there were also three different views over exactly how he 
descended from him. (The third) was that he was descended 
from Ismail bin Ibrahim Al-Khalil, peace be upon him, then 
there were also three different views over exactly how he 
descended from him. This was discussed in full detail by 
Imam Al-Hafiz Abu Umar bin ‘Abdul-Barr. An-Namari, may 
Allah have mercy on him, in his book Al-Musamma Al-Inbah 
‘Ald Dhikr Usil Al-Qabda’il Ar-Ruwét. 

The meaning of the Prophet’s words, 


CSA je h5 Stes 
«He was a man among the Arabs.0!!| 


means that he was one of the original Arabs, who were before 
Ibrahim, peace be upon him, and were descendants of Sam 
bin Nuh (Shem, the son of Noah). According to the third view 
mentioned above, he descended from Ibrahim, peace be upon 
him, but this was not a well-known view among them. And 
Allah knows best. But in Sahih Al-Bukhari, it is reported that 
the Messenger of Allah #% passed by a group of people from 
(the tribe of) Aslam who were practicing archery, and he said, 


als SS ASUi OB pets L450 
«Shoot, O sons of Isma'il, for your father was an archers! 


Aslam was a tribe of the Ansar, and the Ansar — both Aws and 
Khazraj - were from Ghassan, from the Arabs of Yemen from 
Saba’, who settled in Yathrib when Saba’ was scattered 
throughout the land when Allah sent against them the flood 
released from the dam. A group of them also settled in Syria, 
and they were called Ghassan for the name of the water 
beside which they camped - it was said that it was in the 
Yemen, or that it was near Al-Mushallal, as Hassan bin 
Thabit, may Allah be pleased with him, said in one of his 
poems. The meaning of his words: “If you ask, then we are the 
community of the noble descendants, our lineage is Al-Azd 


I) At-Tabari no. 28782. 
2] Fath ALBari 6:26). 
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and our water is Ghassan.” 
coll 3 tbe J Lye 
tHe had ten sons among the Arabs.»'") 


means that these ten were of his lineage, and that the origins 
of the Arab tribes of the Yemen go back to him, not that they 
were his sons born of his loins. There may have been two or 
three generations between him and some of them, or more or 
less, as is explained in detail in the books of genealogy. 
The meaning of the words, 

«Six of whom went south and four of whom went north.»'?! 


is that after Allah sent against them the flood released from 
the dam, some of them stayed in their homeland, whilst others 
left to go elsewhere. 


The Dam of Ma’arib and the Flood 


The story of the dam is about the water which used to come 
to them from between two mountai.is, combined with the 
floods from rainfall and their valleys. Their ancient kings built 
a huge, strong dam and the water reached a high level 
between these two mountains. Then they planted trees and got 
the best fruits that could ever be harvested, plentiful and 
beautiful. A number of the Salaf, including Qatadah, 
mentioned that a woman could walk beneath the trees, 
carrying a basket or vessel - such as is used for gathering 
fruit - on her head. And that the fruit would fall from the 
trees and fill the basket without any need for her to make the 
effort to pick the fruit, because it was so plentiful and ripe.'*! 

This was the dam of Ma’arib, a land between which and 
San‘a’ was a journey of three days. Others said that in their 
land there were no flies, mosquitoes or fleas, or any kind of 
vermin. This was because the weather was good and the 
people were healthy, and Allah took care of them so that they 
would single out and worship Him alone, as He says: 


I At-Tabari no. 28782. 
[2] At-Tabari no. 28782. 
131 At-Tabari 20 :376. 
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Cie eK KF 
<Indeed there was for Saba‘ (Sheba) a sign in their dwelling 
place> 
Then He explains this by saying: 


4535 cnt 2 E> 


yeee 


two gardens on the right and on the left;> 


meaning, the two sides where the mountains were, and their 
land was in between them. 


458 ig TLE WG Ks oy oe WD 
(and it was said to them :) ‘Eat of the provision of your Lord, 


and be grateful to Him." A fair land and an Oft-Forgiving 
Lord!> 


means, ‘He would forgive you if you continue to worship Him 
alone.’ 


i525 
<But they turned away,> means, from worshipping Allah alone 
and from giving thanks to Him for the blessings that He had 
bestowed upon them, and they started to worship the sun 


instead of Allah, as the hoopoe told Sulayman, peace be upon 
him: 
OS gt Jee on Sat eas ET LS a nt GS ep 
COLE TLS g AIG 
€"'I have come to you from Saba’ (Sheba) with true news. | 
found a woman ruling over them, she has been given all things, 
and she has a great throne. I found her and her people 
worshipping the sun instead of Allah, and Shaytan has made 
their deeds fair seeming to them, and has barred them from the 
way, so they have no guidance."'> (27:22-24) 
€epli Se pile Cap 
¢so We sent against them flood released from the dam,> 
Some, including Ibn ‘Abbas, Wahb bin Munabbih, Qataddah 
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and Ad-Dahhak said that when Allah wanted to punish them 
by sending the flood upon them, he sent beasts from the earth 
to the dam, large rats, which made a hole in it.) Wahb bin 
Munabbih said, “They found it written in their Scriptures that 
the dam would be destroyed because of these large rats. So 
they brought cats for a while, but when the decree came to 
pass, the rats overran the cats and went into the dam, making 
a hole in it, and it collapsed.) Qatadah and others said, 
“The large rat is the desert rat. They gnawed at the bottom of 
the dam until it became weak, then the time of the floods 
came and the waters hit the structure and it collapsed. The 
waters rushed through the bottom of the valley and destroyed 
everything in their path — buildings, trees, etc." 
As the water drained from the trees that were on the 
mountains, to the right and the left, those trees dried up and 
were destroyed. Those beautiful, fruit-bearing trees were 
replaced with something altogether different, as Allah says: 
uF JEAN 505 See pee GY 
¢and We converted their two gardens into gardens producing 
bitter bad fruit (ukul khamt),> 


Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Tkrimah, ‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani, Qatadah 
and As-Suddi said, “It refers to Arak (Zingiber officinale) and 
bitter bad fruit.“ , 

<b> 


dand Athl,> ‘Al-‘Awfi and Ibn ‘Abbas said that this means 
tamarisk. Others said that it means a tree that resembles a 
tamarisk, and it was said that it was the gum acacia or 
mimosa. And Allah knows best. 


Ej8 pie ot pists> 


¢and some few lote trees.» Because the lote trees were the best of 
the trees with which the garden was replaced, there were only a 
few of them. 


[1 at-Tabari 20 :378, 380. 
(2) At-Tabari 20:381. 
(3) At-Tabari 20:381. 
(4) At-Tabari 20: 382, 383. 
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4 hS ge ot 96585 
¢and some few lote trees.» This is what happened to those two 
gardens after they had been so fruitful and productive, offering 
beautiful scenes, deep shade and flowing rivers: they were 
replaced with thorny trees, tamarisks and lote trees with huge 
thorns and little fruit. This was’ because of their disbelief and 
their sin of associating others with Allah, and because they 
denied the truth and turned towards falsehood. Allah said: 
UIST Y oS JS WE AGE Gasp 

¢Like this We requited them because they were ungrateful 

disbelievers. And never do We requite in such a way except 

those who are ungrateful.> 


meaning, ‘We punished them for their disbelief.’ Mujahid said, 
“He does not punish anyone except the disbelievers.”"!! 
Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “Allah the Almighty has spoken the 
truth: no one will be punished in a manner that befits the sin 
except the ungrateful disbelievers.” 
Ua ln Z8I es OH Ob BG Eas oN Sl a ES 
€18. And We placed, between them and the towns which We 
had blessed, towns easy to be seen, and We made the stages (of 
journey) between them easy (saying): ‘Travel in them safely 
both by night and day."> 
419. But they said: ‘Our Lord! Make the stages between our 
journey longer,"’ and they wronged themselves; so We made 
them as tales (in the land), and We dispersed them all totally. 
Verily, in this are indeed signs for every steadfast, grateful 
(person) .> 


The Trade of Saba’ and Their Destruction 


Allah tells us about the blessings which the people of Saba’ 
enjoyed, and the luxuries and plentiful provision which was 


Ql al-Baghawi 3:555. 
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theirs in their land, with its secure dwellings and towns which 
were joined to one another, with many trees, crops and fruits. 
When they traveled, they had no need to carry provisions or 
water with them; wherever they stopped, they would find water 
and fruits, so they could take their noontime rest in one town, 
and stay overnight in another, according to their needs on 
their journey. Allah says: 
qi as SM EM G5 EES 

<And We placed, between them and the towns which We had 

blessed ,> 
Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Said bin Jubayr and Malik, who narrated 
it from Zayd bin Aslam, and Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi, 
Ibn Zayd and others - all said that this means the towns of 
Syria. It means they used to travel from Yemen to Syria via 
towns easy to be seen and connected to one another.!! Al- 
‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The towns which We had 
blessed by putting Jerusalem among them.”?! 


Cob Sy 
<towns easy to be seen,> meaning, clear and visible, known to 


travelers, so they could take their noontime rest in one town 
and stay overnight in another. Allah says: 


iat 3 GHD 
¢and We made the stages (of journey) between them easy» 


meaning, ‘We made it in a way that met the needs of the 
travelers.’ 


dial OG) GUI Go i> 
<Travel in them safely both by night and day.> 


means, those who travel in them will be safe both by night 
and by day. 


eae Fibs GOT Ge a8 asp 


<€But they said: “Our Lord! Make the stages between our 
journey longer," and they wronged themselves ;> 


Nl At-Tabari 20:386, 387. 
21 at-Tabari 20:386. 
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They failed to appreciate this blessing, as Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, 
Al-Hasan and others said: “They wanted to travel long 
distances through empty wilderness where they would need to 
carry provisions with them and would have to travel through 
intense heat in a state of fear.” 


so We made them as tales (in the land), and We dispersed 
them all totally .> 


means, ‘We made them something for people to talk about 
when they converse in the evening, how Allah plotted against 
them and dispersed them after they had been together living a 
life of luxury, and they were scattered here and there 
throughout the land.’ So, the Arabs say of a people when they 
are dispersed, “They have been scattered like Saba’,” in all 
directions. 


4253 ke KI od ish a Hyp 

Verily, in this are indeed signs for every steadfast, grateful .> 
In the punishment which these people suffered, the way in 
which their blessings and good health were turned into 
vengeance for their disbelief and sins, is a lesson and an 
indication for every person who is steadfast in the face of 
adversity and grateful for blessings. Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Sa‘d bin Abi Waqqds, may Allah be pleased with him, 

said, “The Messenger of Allah #8 said: 

Lal fy R85 5 Ags 3S Glad Oy pb Jud a as y, Eigen 

ry Seeacee st . - 4 %2 are Do, so gt eae Mo oe SD » 

Al Gy HA OS 2 ed BB LM ey 529 45 et ee 

ugh 

‘Iam amazed at what Allah has decreed for the believer; if 

something good befalls him, He praises his Lord and gives 

thanks, and if something bad befalls him, he praises his Lord 


and has patience. The believer will be rewarded for everything, 
even the morsel of food which he lifts to his wife's mouth 0" 


This was also recorded by An-Nas&7i in Al-Yawm wal- 


(1) Ahmad 1:173. 
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Laylah."'| There is a corroborating report in the Two Sahihs, 
where a Hadith narrated by Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, says: 
Ka ties Seok by gs Gs Vy suas Sus Gt a Vp AU Cee 
‘i wy 3 ee cas yes OWS 52 e is Stal ? aly A ies RC} 
teh 
«How amazing is the affair of the believer! Allah does not decree 
anything for him but it is good for him. If something good 
happens to him, he gives thanks, and that is good for him; if 
something bad happens to him, he bears it with patience, and 
that is good for him. This is not for anyone except the 
believer .»’"21 


It was reported that Qataddah said: 
452 Nae KF SS ih a > 
<Verily, in this are indeed signs for every steadfast, grateful .> 
It was Mutarrif who used to say: “How blessed is the grateful, 


patient servant. If he is given something, he gives thanks, and 
if he is tested, he bears it with eee “3 


ie A See Oy ded SG as Yy EASb pos al pple Se 2ah> 
eee tee oar bbs da Y ht y 
4H 


420. And indeed Iblis did prove true his thought about them, 
and they followed him, all except a group of true believers .> 

€21. And he had no authority over them, - except that We 
might test him who believes in the Hereafter, from him who is 
in doubt about it. And your Lord is Watchful over everything .> 


How Iblis’ thought about the Disbeliever proved True 


Having mentioned Saba’ and how they followed their desires, 
and the Shaytdn, Allah tells us about their counterparts 


Ol An-Nasa’ in Al-Kubré 6 :263. 
[21 Fath Al-Bari 10:107. 
3} Muslim 4:1992. 
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among those who follow Iblis and their own desires, and who 
go against wisdom and true guidance. Allah says: 


<3 oil erie GAG G52 SBS> 
¢And indeed Iblis did prove true his thought about them,> 


Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and others!'! said 
that this Ayah is like the Ayah where Allah tells us about how 
Iblis refused to prostrate to Adam, peace be upon him, then 
said: 


ded . 


My X38 KES coal 05 TH & te a > 

ts 
<See this one whom You have honored above me, if You give 
me respite to the Day of Resurrection, I will surely seize and 
mislead his offspring all but a few! (17:62) 


€Then I will come to them from before them and behind them, 

from their right and from their left, and You will not find most 

of them as thankful ones.> (7:17) 
And there are many Aydt which refer to this matter. 

EL yi pple Wi Slee Up 
€And he (Iblis) had no authority over them,> 
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him said, “This means, 
he had no proof.” 
485 GUS ASE HV Eb ox ld W> 
<except that We might test him who believes in the Hereafter, 
from him who is in doubt about it .> 


means, ‘We gave him power over them only to show who 
believes in the Hereafter and that it will come to pass.’ The 
people will be brought to account and rewarded or punished 
accordingly, so that he will worship his Lord properly in this 
world — and to distinguish these believers from those who are 
in doubt about the Hereafter. 


1 At-Tabari 20 :392. 
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aie: tr) cao Pr Tene 
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2 qs \ : 
oF hs ES ant mee ae ahh €And your Lord is a 
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Spe Be. oo everything .> 
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is DEAE and care, the 
rf cals as ok coe Aa Te believers who follow 
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€22. Say: “Call upon those whom you assert besides Allah, 
they possess not even the weight of a speck of dust, either in the 
heavens or on the earth, nor have they any share in either, nor 
there ts for Him any supporter from among them."'> 


23. Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom He 
permits. So much so that when fear is banished from their 
hearts, they say: ‘‘What is it that your Lord has said?” They 
say the truth. And He is the Most High, the Most Great.> 


The Helplessness of the gods of the Idolators 


Here Allah states clearly that He is the One and Only God, the 
Self-Sufficient Master, Who has no peer or partner; He is 
independent in His command and there is no one who can 
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share or dispute with Him in that, or overturn His command. 
So, He says: 
tal ob ot ES OME BD 
Say: “Call upon those whom you assert besides Allah...'> 
meaning, the gods who are worshipped besides Allah. 
tat oF oii G 5 SE Bars 
<they possess not even the weight of a speck of dust, either in 
the heavens or on the earth,> 
This is like the Ayah: 
4B pol oe GRE U ag oe Gok Gall 
€And those, whom you invoke or call upon instead of Him, 
own not even a Qitmir''! > (35:13). 
€ Se ot Cad Ad 
<nor have they any share in either,» means, they do not possess 
anything, either independently or as partners. 
€ nb ot te dD 


nor there is for Him any supporter from among them.> 
means, nor does Allah have among these rivals any whose 
support He seeks in any matter; on the contrary, all of 
creation is in need of Him and is enslaved by Him. 
Then Allah says: 
Ci Sf fa 9 the, Las Ge GD 

<Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom He 

permits .> 
meaning, because of His might, majesty and pride, no one 
would dare to intercede with Him in any matter, except after 
being granted His permission to intercede. As Allah says: 

ini Vy eke G5 cll SD 


«Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His 
permission? (2:255), 


(1) The thin membrane over the date stone. 
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¢And there are many angels in the heavens, whose intercession 
will avail nothing except after Allah has given leave for whom 
He wills and is pleased with.» (53:26) 


rer 4 


¢and they cannot intercede except for him. with whom He is 
pleased. And they stand in awe for fear of Him} (21:28). 


It was reported in the Two Sahihs through more than one 
chain of narration that the Messenger of Allah 2%, who is the 
leader of the sons of Adam and the greatest intercessor before 
Allah, will go to stand in Al-Maqam Al-Mahmud (the praised 
position) to intercede for all of mankind when their Lord comes 
to pass judgement upon them. He # said: 
nat Y Line gle ty ged SP an bw 255 fu Ue 
cals ahbiy the oy aad 5 doh wii aay ie of oh 
‘Then I will prostrate to Allah, may He be exalted, and He will 
leave me (in that position), as long as Allah wills, and He will 
inspire me to speak words of praise which I cannot mention 
now. Then it will be said, ‘‘O Muhammad, raise your head. 
Speak, you will be heard; ask, you will be given; intercede, 
your intercession will be accepted..."'0!1) 


CAINE KS 56 OC YG cyt oe BO ED 

€So much so that when fear is banished from their hearts, they 

say: “What is it that your Lord has said?" They say the 

truth .> 
This also refers to the great degree of His might and power. 
When He speaks words of revelation, the inhabitants of the 
heavens hear what He says, and they tremble with fear (of Allah) 
so much that they swoon. This was the view of Ibn Mas‘dd, may 
Allah be pleased with him, Masrtq and others.'?! 


11 Fath AlBari 8:248, Muslim 1:185. 
21 At-Tabari 20 :396. 
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€ Hash os BA ED 
€So much so that when fear is banished from their hearts,> 
means, when the fear leaves their hearts. Ibn ‘Abbas, Ibn 
‘Umar, Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman As-Sulami, Ash-Shabi, Ibrahim 
An-Nakha‘i, Ad-Dhahhak, Al-Hasan and Qatadah said 
concerning the Ayah, 
CSA NS KS SHOE YG ys 2 BG ED 
€So much so that when fear is banished from their hearts, they 


say: “What is it that your Lord has said?’ They say the 
truth.> 


“When the fear is lifted from their hearts.” When this happens, 
some of them say to others, “What did your Lord say?” Those 
(angels) who are carrying the Throne tell those who are next to 
them, then they in turn pass it on to those who are next to 
them, and so on, until the news reaches the inhabitants of the 
lowest heaven. Allah says, 


€5ai (36) 
<They say the truth.» meaning, they report what He said, 
without adding or taking away anything. 
C25 Ya BS 
¢And He is the Most High, the Most Great.> 


In his Tafsir of this Ayah in his Sahih, Al-Bukhari recorded 
that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him said, “The 
Prophet of Allah #% said: 


5d Cet teeth Kei ois ee og 29 Sus an ai bp 
si JE 955 JU BG td ted 32 25 OB cogis ye ILL 26 
KS ett G35 AS GE Gd ASI atl 585 Set dui 
Sf 43 wif uy3 cyak of 4s Sut sy3f uy att st pt 


Bo ee 
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‘When Allah decrees a matter in heaven, the angels beat their 
wings in submission to His Words, making a sound like a chain 
striking a smooth rock. When the fear is banished from their 
hearts, they say, ‘What is it that your Lord has said?"' They 
say the truth, and He is the Most High, the Most Great. Then 
the one who is listening out hears that, and those who are 
listening out are standing one above the others — Sufyan [one 
of the narrators] demonstrated with his hand, holding it 
vertically with the fingers outspread. «So he hears what is 
said and passes it on to the one below him, and that one passes 
it to the one who is below him, and so on until it reaches the 
lips of the soothsayer or fortune-teller. Maybe a meteor will hit 
him before he can pass anything on, or maybe he will pass it on 
before he is hit. He tells a hundred lies alongside it, but it will 
be said, ‘'Did he not tell us that on such and such a day, such 
and such would happen?’ So they believe him because of the 
one thing which was heard from heaven .»” 


This was recorded by Al-Bukhari, not by Muslim.!! Abu 
Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah also recorded it.!2! And 

Allah knows best. 
35 ce SS peo 5 Ty SI 8 LANG osc <a KY 
oete ree aoe oA be 
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F Pay te oy oe Ste 
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424. Say: “Who gives you provision from the heavens and the 
earth?” Say: “Allah. And verily, (either) we or you are rightly 
guided or in plain error.'’> 


» 


€25. Say: “You will not be asked about our sins, nor shall we 
be asked of what you do."> 


426. Say: “Our Lord will assemble us all together, then He 
will judge between us with truth. And He is the Just Judge, the 
All-Knower of the true state of affairs.''> 


€27. Say: ‘Show me those whom you have joined with Him as 
I Fath ALBari 8:398. 
1 Abu Dawud 4:288, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi, 9:90, Ibn Majah 1:69. 
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partners. Nay! But He is Allah, the Almighty, the All-Wise."> 


Allah has no partner in anything whatsoever 


Allah tells us that He is unique in His power of creation and 
His giving of provision, and that He is unique in His divinity 
also. As they used to admit that no one in heaven or on earth 
except Allah gave them provision, i.e., by sending down water 
and causing crops to grow, so they should also realize that 
there is no god worthy of worship besides Him. 
dot phe 9 To Fh eng 3 Hyd 
€And verily, (either) we or you are rightly guided or in plain 
error .> 


‘One of the two sides must be speaking falsehood, and one 
must be telling the truth. There is no way that you and we 
could both be following true guidance, or could both be 
misguided. Only one of us can be correct, and we have 
produced the proof of Tawhid which indicates that your Shirk 
must be false.’ Allah says: 


dod gS 9 1h J EG Gi Ty 
¢And verily, (either) we or you are rightly guided or in plain 
error .> 


Qatadah said, “The Companions of Muhammad # said this to 
the idolators: ‘By Allah, we and you cannot be following the 
same thing, only one of us can be truly guided.”"!! Tkrimah 
and Ziyaéd bin Abi Maryam said, “It means: we are rightly 
guided and you are in plain error.”!! 


BR Beet yee Bed Ge ret Bod GF 
4A Ke HY) cael Ce es ¥ ap 


re 


<Say: “You will not be asked about our sins, nor shall we be 
asked of what you do." 
This indicates disowning them, saying, ‘you do not belong to 
us and we do not belong to you, because we call people to 
Allah, to believe that He is the Only God and to worship Him 
alone. If you respond, then you will belong to us and we to 


11] At-Tabari 20:401. 
(2) At-Tabari 20 :401. 
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you, but if you reject our call, then we have nothing to do with 
you and you have nothing to do with us.’ This is like the Ayat: 


GS 1 toy WS Sal oy I Ke KG yee JS BE a> 
<= 
¢And if they deny you, say: ‘For me are my deeds and for you 


are your deeds! You are innocent of what I do, and I am 
innocent of what you do!'’> (10:41) 


Hf xje wry eet ge AE Re ONS Oe te ye Bad RE eo Ah at 
BG iael 0 Sie BIG GS UY cael Gly i> 


4G Ob Ke SS fal Coie ZY; ypc Ge Ate 
<Say: “O disbelievers! I worship not that which you worship, 
Nor will you worship that which I worship. And I shall not 
worship that which you are worshipping. Nor will you worship 
that which I worship. To you be your religion, and to me my 
religion.""> (104: 1-6). 


€Say: ‘Our Lord will assemble us all together..."'> 


means, ‘on the Day of Resurrection, He will bring all of 
creation together in one arena, then He will judge between us 
with truth, i.e., with justice.’ Each person will be rewarded or 
punished according to his deeds; if they are good, then his 
end will be good, and if they are bad, then his end will be bad. 
On that Day they will know who has attained victory, glory 
and eternal happiness, as Allah says: 


BAB SxS Ges iin Gall Ob i th Met Ad GD 
€And on the Day when the Hour will be established - that Day 
shall (all men) be separated. Then as for those who believed and 
did righteous good deeds, such shall be honored and made to 
enjoy luxurious life (forever) in a Garden of Delight. And as for 
those who disbelieved and denied Our Aydt, and the meeting of 


the Hereafter, such shall be brought forth to the torment.> 
(30:14-16). 
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Allah says: 


el BAB Bs 

¢And He is the Just Judge, the All-Knower of the true state of 
affairs .> p citene a DeeetTe at 
tek oy ZEN all ash Sd 

Say: Show me those whom you have joined with Him as 

partners..." 
means, ‘show me those gods whom you made as rivals and 
equals to Allah.’ = 

48> 


¢Nay> means, He has no peer, rival, partner or equal, Allah says: 
dal BB 
4But He is Allah,> meaning, the One and Only God Who has no 


partner. Bees 
425i aeSl> 


<the Almighty, the All-Wise.> means, the Owner of might with 
which He subjugates and controls all things, the One Who is 
Wise in all His Words and deeds, Laws and decrees. Blessed 
and exalted and sanctified be He far above all that they say. 
And Allah knows best. 
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428. And We have not sent you except as a giver of glad 
tidings and a warner to all mankind, and most of men know 
not .> 

€29. And they say: “When is this promise if you are 
truthful?'’> 

€30. Say: ‘The appointment to you is for a Day, which you 
cannot put back for an hour nor put forward .""> 


The Prophet # was sent to all of Mankind 
Allah says to His servant and Messenger Muhammad 3: 


«Sour Lres oe 


45555 es ih Bee Fy AA E> 
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<And We have not sent you except as a giver of glad tidings 
and a warner to all mankind,> 

i.e., to all of creation among those who are accountable for 

their deeds. This is like the Ayah: 

Cat adh ail 325 5) 6l Gite Sip 
<Say: “O mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as the 
Messenger of Allah.’') (7:158) 


CE Cast Key ak FSO G lt CD 
<Blessed be He Who sent down the Criterion to His servant 
that he may be a warner to the all creatures.> (25:1) 


% ee 


41355 Asap 


<a giver of glad tidings and a warner means, ‘to bring the glad 
tidings of Paradise to those who obey you and to warn of the 
fire of Hell to those who disobey you.’ This is like the Aydt. 


5p, 4 ot ST 5d 
<and most of men know not.> 
Cow, oF $5 Gl Kel tsp 
¢And most of mankind will not believe even if you desire it 
eagerly .> (12:103) 
C8 Jam of Blk BMT 3 FES Bs agp 

¢And if you obey most of those on the earth, they will mislead 
you far away from Allah's path> (6:116). 


Muhammad bin Ka’‘b said concerning the Ayah: 
420i tie Fy KS G5 
And We have not sent you except to all mankind> 


meaning, to all the people. Qatadah said concerning this Ayah, 
“Allah, may He be exalted, sent Muhammad #% to both the 
Arabs and the non-Arabs, so the most honored of them with 
Allah is the one who is most obedient to Allah.”!!! 


0) At-Tabari 20:405. 
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In the Two Sahihs it was reported that Jabir, may Allah be 
pleased with him said, “The Messenger of Allah 2 said: 


0g Beet 8G Seat AS oY Gy SF Sih Gb ts Gch 
v fealls Estey 225551 A be Jeo WEE 15 54b3 es Jo5Vt Bibs; 
Abad BBN oss ded Cel Ws ed Jat os eal J eb 

Be 0 bys Ibu 
«I! have been given five things which were not given to any of 
the Prophets before me. I have been aided by fear (the distance 
of ) a month's journey. The entire earth has been made a Masjid 
and a means of purification for me, so that when the time for 
prayer comes, any man of my Ummah should pray. The spoils 
of war have been made permissible for me, whereas they were 
not permitted for any before me. I have been given the power of 


intercession ; and the Prophets before me were sent to their own 
people, but I have been sent to all of mankind.» 


It was also recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah 
3 said: 
Pek EY OS EP RO 
«I have been sent to the black and the red.» 


Mujahid said, “This means to the Jinn and to mankind.”?! 
Others said that it meant the Arabs and the non-Arabs. Both 
meanings are correct. 


How the Disbelievers asked about when the 
Resurrection would happen, and the Response to Them 


Allah tells us how the disbelievers believed it unlikely that the 
Hour would ever come to pass: 


qin ES oy Beil is & BSH5> 
¢And they say: When is this promise if you are truthful?’'> 
This is like the Ayah: 
CNS Sytliss Spa Yate ay Gy aps Y Goal ay Jessi 


1) Fath Al-Bari 1:519, Muslim 1:370. 
[2] Ahmad 5:145. 
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Ncah She try ee €Those who believe not 


te ne therein seek to hasten it 
55 5 K<aatS | 7 
Se FM yi Ass iui 16 while those who believe 


A066 2b KE anesthe are fearful of it, and 
Soe oe s+ -¢ || know that it is the ve 
UG ICE ESET BE | 421g) 


ZA7G eed i s ss a et Ai we ene 

FANE AKIO EAN OSPR Soli f2 ||Then allah says: 

Mee Gilalta A SOSI IY op aa 
AG. o Sie wigh So rerese ee Leos pew od eret 


GUI a9 fry) 17s) BUY IS55 4 be Yo acl key 3 
o jes ALAC ARSE ss t Sharer tried 


CB wier{erjiassy v Rig tanre inh Say: “The pig 
Leceit nes sregece & se ecz s |lto you is for a Day, 
we sad f SO tae es which you cannot for an 


Aon eo 


Pn ae AS A. 
St <i ah pa 4 SY; Malla Rake RIE ane Lees back nor 
at Ped sGhs5 scnchgh meaning, ‘you have 


“ere lt Arta c * . 
6 fa) pales 13 i, ||an appointed time 
oma DSc Sala ile [an spre fixed and 
SO yA gale west cannot be changed or 
wer 5CS pee {44---¢, laltered. When it 
z \ | . 

Lay sies saieoet 3 3G) eet “2 || comes, you will not be 
O< <b) Sines eae MA a! |}able to put it back or 
bring it forward,’ as 


Allah says: 


433 9 Ey ot SA Sp 
<Verily, the term of Allah when it comes, cannot be delayed> 
(71:4). 


¢ 


Ca CS a 25h, YI J5 des Y ok ts Ties pall wa iT ee a 
404s 

<And We delay it only for a term (already) fixed. On the Day 

when it comes, no person shall speak except by His leave. Some 


among them will be wretched and (others) blessed.> (11:104- 
105). 


se bere vor “s ae ace 
aS Sy an oe sill ¥ acai ay, Loe SU tl Sy 
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ipestsl oath dee Sl aa Sh RS BF ed Lee SBS Spal 
A Gait 5h USI Go i eek WY US 
“3 on okee 6 Fe tee ce A tne oe a 7 i 
Gill (eck Gal J tine AF FE Yh wil ge SG 
iy GO ai eds a SS ty saab gh a get 

4 oe Saez - fe 70% 77h ee ree pb sree ee Sb ee eee 

BE Cy Se Jb YS Sill atl g GANT they cui bb i aati 

tay 

431. And those who disbelieve say: ‘'We believe not in this 

Qur'an nor in that which was before it.” But if you could see 

when the wrongdoers are made to stand before their Lord, how 

they will cast the (blaming) word one to another! Those who 

were deemed weak will say to those who were arrogant: ‘Had it 
not been for you, we should certainly have been believers!''> 


432. And those who were arrogant will say to those who were 
deemed weak : ‘Did we keep you back from guidance after it had 
come to you? Nay, but you were criminals .""> 


433. Those who were deemed weak will say to those who were 
arrogant: “Nay, but it was your plotting by night and day, 
when you ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and set up rivals to 
Him!"" And each of them (parties) will conceal their own 
regrets, when they behold the torment. And We shall put iron 
collars round the necks of those who disbelieved. Are they 
requited aught except what they used to do?> 


How the Disbelievers have agreed in this World to deny 
the Truth, and how They will dispute with One Another 
on the Day of Resurrection 


Allah tells us about the excessive wrongdoing and 
stubbornness of the disbelievers, and their insistence on not 
believing in the Holy Qur’an and what it tells them about the 
Resurrection. Allah says: 
8 Ho G oH, GB IWS oll 55> 
¢And those who disbelieve say: ‘We believe not in this Qur'an 
nor in that which was before it."’> 


Allah threatens them and warns them of the humiliating 
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position they will be in before Him, arguing and disputing with 
one another: 


dies li 335 Sal as eS BD 


¢how they will cast the (blaming) word one to another! Those 
who were deemed weak> 


this refers to the followers - 
45 Gap 


¢to those who were arrogant - this refers to the leaders and 
masters — 


died: BAS HD 


<Had it not been for you, we should certainly have been 
believers!> 


meaning, ‘if you had not stopped us, we would have followed 
the Messengers and believed in what they brought.’ Their 
leaders and masters, those who were arrogant, will say to 
them: 


a 2 
45K Sakti 2 Ke AD 


Did we keep you back from guidance after it had come to 
you?> 
meaning, ‘we did nothing more to you than to call you, and you 
followed us without any evidence or proof, and you went against 
the evidence and proof which the Messengers brought because 
of your own desires; it was eS own choice.’ They will say: 


4 1G Jt KS SE Sah ct Sail J ae Se 2S 


<...Nay, but you were criminals."" Those who were deemed 
weak will say to those who were arrogant: “Nay, but it was 
your plotting by night and day..."'> 


meaning, ‘you used to plot against us night and day, tempting 
us with promises and false hopes, and telling us that we were 
truly guided and that we were following something, but all of 
that was falsehood and manifest lies.” Qatadah and Ibn Zayd 
said: 


4435 Jt SD 
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<Nay, but it was your plotting by night and day,> 
means, “You plotted by night and day.) Malik narrated 
something similar from Zayd bin Aslam.|?! 
did i Sh; At 3S IGE yp 

qwhen you ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and set up rivals to 

Him!> 
means, ‘to set up gods as equal to Him, and you created 
doubts and confusion in our minds, and you fabricated far- 
fetched ideas with which to lead us astray.’ 

CONG IG I Radar Ach 
€And each of them (parties) will conceal their own regrets, 
when they behold the torment.> 


means, both the leaders and the followers will feel regret for 
what they did previously. 


CS ll 3g SGM cis 
¢And We shall put iron collars round the necks of those who 
disbelieved .> 
This is a chain which will tie their hands to their necks. 
Koh IW GY aid Sap 
Are they requited aught except what they used to do?> 


means, they will be punished according to their deeds: the 
leaders will be punished according to what they did, and the 
followers will be punished according to what they did. 


tii I $5 Sie fo day 
¢He will say: ‘For each one there is double (torment), but you 
know not.’’} (7:38). 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah # said: 


Vy A Se pb Ad fend Stead eu Ga gh Gd he Sp 


() At-Tabari 20:408. 
[2] At-Tabari 20:408. 
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tWhen the people of Hell are driven towards it, it will meet 
them with its flames, then the Fire will burn their faces and the 
flesh will all fall to their hamstrings 0"! 


2G ORS y ANG § OE SEY oo 25 3 GIG 

35 1G Sy Le a Fake BS Oh EA Fe 
Bh Hb he SE Sh BAG Ae oat ¥ ot Ai Es 
5iG RE Sal 9 BP G at A SB Oe hes ont 
ot Gil AS 5 & B wRay ee OG 4g ASI Spee GK o 35 
CR ahh KE 5 AE HS got of HN US SS sees 3 1 
434. And We did not send a warner to a township but those 
who were given the worldly wealth and luxuries among them 


said: “We believe not in what you have been sent with."'> 

435. And they say: “We are more in wealth and in children, 
and we are not going to be punished ."'> 

€36. Say: ‘Verily, my Lord expands the provision to whom He 
wills and restricts, but most men know not.""> 

437. And it is not your wealth, nor your children that bring 
you nearer to Us, but only he who believes, and does righteous 
deeds; as for such, there will be multiple rewards for what they 
did, and they will reside in the high dwellings (Paradise) in 
peace and security.> 

438. And those who strive against Our Ayat, to frustrate 
them, they will be brought to the torment. 

439. Say: ‘Truly, my Lord expands the provision for whom He 
wills of His servants, and (also) restricts (it) for him, and 
whatsoever you spend of anything, He will replace it. And He 
is the Best of providers.''> 


How Those Who lived a Life of Luxury disbelieved in the 
Messengers and were misled by Their pursuit of Wealth 
and Children 


Allah is consoling His Prophet 3% and commanding him to 


1 Hilyat Al-Awliyad’ 4:363, where Abu Nu‘aym indicates that it is 
probably Mawgqif. 
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follow the example of the Messengers that came before him. 
He tells him that no Prophet was ever sent to a township but 
those among its people who lived a life of luxury disbelieved in 
him, and the weaker people of the town followed him. The 
people of Nuh, peace be upon him, said to him: 


cette 77 


C5551 LL, BEB 
<Shall we believe in you, when the weakest (of the people) 
follow you? (26:110) 
Csi a6 CAT A Coll Hy A ys wp 
nor do we see any follow you but the meanest among us and 
they (too) followed you without thinking> (11:27). 
The e leaders among the people of Salih said: 
kK, Gy HE 6 45 Fen sh bie kl oe cate SS Veacaot Sals> 
CEOS oy Lik eal VEE all IG OLE w LS 
<to those who were counted weak - to such of them as believed : 
“Know you that Salih is one sent from his Lord." They said: 
“We indeed believe in that with which he has been sent." Those 
who were arrogant said: "Verily, we disbelieve in that which 
you believe in.'') (7:75-76). 
And Allah said: 


A St AG ob IS Baa et 


@ 


<Thus We have tried some of them with others, that ais ey 
say: ‘'Is it these (poor believers) that Allah has favored from 
among us?"' Does not Allah know best those who are grateful?> 
(6:53), 


44 ead Game Bel a5 F 5 AS 4p 


¢And thus We have set up in every town great ones of its 
wicked people to plot therein> (6:123), and 


Gok WAS Sa eS HS ks OE OAS aad JT yp 
<And when We decide to destroy a town (population), We 
(first) send a definite order to those among them who lead a life 
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of luxury. Then, they transgress therein, and thus the Word (of 
torment) is justified against it (them). Then We destroy it with 
complete destruction} (17:16). 


And Allah says here: 


4 


4 fp 3g IG 


ind 


And We did not send a warner to a township» meaning a Prophet 
or a Messenger, 
dap 56 YD 
<but those who were given the worldly wealth and luxuries 
among them> 


means, those who enjoyed a life of riches and luxury, and 
positions of leadership. Qatadah said, “They are their tyrants, 
chiefs and leaders in evil.’!"! 


456 ou AG G Gi} ‘4 


We believe not in the (Message) with which you have been 
sent.> 


means, ‘we do not believe in it and we will not follow it.’ 


Allah tells us that those who enjoved a life of luxury and 
who disbelieved the Messengers said: 


4 Bint 5 OGG i Ze 22 Hep 


<And they say: ‘We are more in wealth and in children, and 
we are not going to be punished ."'> 


meaning, they were proud of their great wealth and great 
numbers of children, and they believed that this was a sign 
that Allah loved them and cared for them, and that if He gave 
them this in this world, He would not punish them in the 
Hereafter. This was too far-fetched. Allah says: 


4 


aS ¥ FSET ots 28 tress JE oo ogy pas CT Ase zi> 


<€Do they think that in wealth and children with which We 
enlarge them? We hasten unto them with good things. Nay, 
but they perceive not.> (23:55-56) 


(0) At-Tabari 20:409. 
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ry ‘, <4° ose 


rood “al Loy Oy peat Vy aigl Gt GD 

Tey} ae os set 
€So, let not their wealth nor their children amaze you; in 
reality Allah's plan is to punish them with these things in the 


life of this world, and that their souls shall depart while they 
are disbelievers.> (9:55), and 


% 
t 
a 
ES 
i 
Go 
ay 
a 


See Go5 TIE Yo A 2ks5 oS 2a o> 
Ges Mok Ws ON of al dob 2 
Leave Me Alone (to deal) with whom I created lonely. And 
then granted him resources in abundance. And children to be 
by his side. And made life smooth and comfortable for him. 
After all that he desires that I should give more. Nay! Verily, 
he has been opposing Our Aydt. I shall oblige him to face a 
severe torment!> (74:11-17) 


And Allah has told us about the story of the owner of those 
two gardens, that he had wealth and crops and children, but 
that could not help him at all when all of that was taken from 
him in this world, before he reached the Hereafter. Allah says 
here: 


45255 55 3 Si A 
<Say: ‘Verily, my Lord expands the provision to whom He 
wills and restricts...'"> 


meaning, He gives wealth to those whom He loves and those 
whom He does not love, and He makes poor whom He wills 
and makes rich whom He wills. He has complete wisdom and 
clear proof, 


isis 5 ol Bt SD 
but most men know not.> 
Then Allah says: 
toil Gis BE Hh BIG Kia wD 
¢And it is not your wealth, nor your children that bring you 
nearer to Us,> 
meaning, ‘these things are not a sign that We love you or care 
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for you.’ Imam Ahmad, may Allah have mercy on him, 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said that the Messenger of Allah #8 said: 
ws A hs ch yshy Ssh p55 Sy ke Y Sue a Sp 
eSIizl 
(Allah does not look at your outward appearance or your 
wealth, rather He looks at your hearts and your deeds.»'"| 
Muslim and Ibn Majah also recorded this.!7) Allah says: 
dO4e 58 ah Up 
but only he who believes, and does righteous deeds ;> 


meaning, ‘only faith and righteous deeds will bring you closer to Us.’ 
Ci Gail A AGED 
as for such, there will be multiple rewards for what they did,> 
means, the reward will be multiplied for them between ten and 
seven hundred times. 


4636 ST 9 > 
gand they will reside in the high dwellings in peace and 
security .> 
means, in the lofty dwellings of Paradise, safe from all misery, 
fear and harm, and from any evil they could fear. 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said that the Messenger of Allah #5 said: 


tsb be Wks sh Se Lb oF UA Fall 3 op 
tIn Paradise there are lofty rooms whose outside can be seen 
from the inside and whose inside can be seen from the outside.» 
A bedouin asked, “Who are they for?” He #% said: 
ets LEG GDL hes ptetalt gta «pcb Gably poi Cb gop 
«For those who speak well, feed the uk 4G persist in fasting 
and pray at night while people are asleep .»!° 


1] Ahmad 2:539. 
[2] Muslim 4:1987, Ibn Majah 2:1388. 
(3) Ibn Abi Shaybah 8 :437. 
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ror 7%, 


Rig GN oy SA Gap 
<And those who strive against Our Aydt, to frustrate them,> 
means, those who try to block people from the path of Allah 
and from following His Messengers and believing in His signs, 
dagad pial 5 Asiby 
<they will be brought to the torment.» means, they will all be 
punished for their deeds, each one accordingly. 


C8 3 ike & 1G 2 ON LG Gg BD 
<Say: ‘Truly, my Lord expands the provision for whom He 
wills of His servants, and (also) restricts (it) for him...''> 
means, according to His wisdom, He gives a lot of provision to 
one, and gives very little to another. He has great wisdom in 


doing so, which cannot be comprehended by anyone but Him. 
This is like the Ayah: 


CHIE Bb gsc BI Sis go & as GS ST ey 
€See how We favor one above another, and verily, the Hereafter 
will be greater in degrees and greater in favor.> (17:21). 


This means that just as there are differences between them in 
this world - where one may be poor and in straitened 
circumstances while another is rich and enjoys a life of plenty 
- so they will be in the Hereafter. There one will reside in 
apartments in the highest levels of Paradise, whilst another 
will be in the lowest levels of Hell. As the Prophet # said, 
describing the best of people in this world: 


eolT Lay Mist A055 Gus 3355 eis i eel RYT) 
tHe truly succeeds who becomes Muslim and is given just 


enough provision and Allah makes him content with what He 
has given .»” 


It was recorded by Muslim!!! 
qand whatsoever you spend of anything, He will replace it.> 
(1 Muslim 2:730. 
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7 turg od ree 
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x RIAN Ai $4 724, Ro cul In another Hadith it 


tAllah says: ‘Spend, I 


\y Series 5.065 ai 
Aeeves ae iss is reported that every 


Pas pesig, are Ri pEoot morning, two angels 
003 he ae cpt $F oe £55 t% come, and one says, 
FRANCAIS IZ SSL § “O Allah, bring 
NER ET destruction upon the 
one who withholds 
(does not spend).” The other one says, “O Allah, give 
compensation to the one who spends.”!! 
And the Messenger of Allah #% said: 


VG pill 3 be GAY) dot Gah 


wSpend, O Bilal, and do not fear that the One Who is on the 
Throne will withhold from you .»!?! 


%”? 


SS ice fb it ie $y BO AG IF pt 
4 ~ ~ 2 bse 
ye aS ¥ Git a entor ot pace yazal Soll Gets a 18 pres uw Cy 


BR peer ve 


i BR \ & sii Jui RASPES) id ooh dys Teo Vy 4 uae) 


(1 Muslim 1:700. 
2] At-Tabarani 10:191. 
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€40. And (remember) the Day when He will gather them all 
together, then He will say to the angels: ‘Was it you that these 
people used to worship?''> 
€41. They (the angels) will say: “Glorified be You! You are our 
Protector instead of them. Nay, but they used to worship the 
Jinn ; most of them were believers in them.''> 


¢42. So Today, none of you can profit or harm one another. 
And We shall say to those who did wrong: “Taste the torment 
of the Fire which you used to deny.''> 


The Angels will disown Their Worshippers on the Day of 
Resurrection 
Allah tells us that on the Day of Resurrection, He will rebuke 
the idolators before all of creation. He will ask the angels 
whom the idolators used to worship, claiming that their idols 
were in the form of these angels and that they could bring 
them nearer to Allah. He will ask the angels: 
Cis ee $4 SBAlp 
<Was it you that these people used to worship?> 
meaning, ‘did you command them to worship you?’ Allah says 
in Stirat Al-Furqan: 
CQIgM ts pS AS wes BLN hp 
¢Was it you who misled these My servants or did they 
(themselves) stray from the (right) path?> (25:17). 
And He will say to ‘Isa, peace be upon him: 
SAS 8S vu Set SEH ot & ey AS it ts ct Shp 
(Hae 

<Did you say unto men: ‘Worship me and my mother as two 

gods besides Allah?,’ He will say: ‘Glory be to You! It was not 

for me to say what I had no right (to say).’"> (5:116). 


Similarly, the angels will say: 
¢acaz2> 


«Glorified be You!> meaning, ‘exalted and sanctified be You 
above the notion that there could be any god besides You.’ 
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<r oe C5 el> 
<You are our Protector instead of them.> means, ‘we are Your 
servants and we disown these people before You.’ 


<i OS BED 
«Nay, but they used to worship the Jinn ;> 


meaning, the Shaydtin, because they are the ones who made 
idol worship attractive to them and who misguided them. 


oeok Ze 
<most of them were believers in them.> This is like the Ayah: 
y 
Cis 25 LS et Ty AIS os Gy Vy sd oe RE > 


«They invoke nothing but females besides Him, and they invoke 
nothing but Shaytan, a persistent rebel! Allah cursed him> 
(4:117-118). 
Allah says: : 
dio FE nt KES ae I lp 
¢So Today, none of you can profit or harm one another.> 


means, ‘none of those idols and rivals whom you hoped would 
benefit you, will be of any avail to you, those whom you 
worshipped in the hope that they would help you at times of 
stress and calamity. Today they will have no power either to 
benefit you or to harm you.’ 


qb Sat S5> 


¢And We shall say to those who did wrong:> - meaning the 
idolators — 


45558 AE SS 28s Bap 
¢''Taste the torment of the Fire which you used to deny." 
meaning, this will be said to them by way of rebuke. 


ve xofe Ped VA a a Bsr wae ot the a Bee 3 fe ek ee 
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443. And when Our Clear Verses are recited to them, they 
say: “This is naught but a man who wishes to hinder you from 
that which your fathers used to worship." And they say: ‘This 
is nothing but an invented lie.” And those who disbelieve say of 
the truth when it has come to them: "This is nothing but 
evident magic!"'> 

444. And We had not given them Scriptures that they could 
study, nor sent to them before you any warner. 

445. And those before them denied; these have not received 
even a tenth of what We had granted to those (of old); yet they 
denied My Messengers. Then how (terrible) was My denial!> 


The Saying of the Disbelievers about the Prophets, and 
its refutation 


Allah tells us that the disbeliever deserve to be severely 
punished by Him, because when His clear Verses were recited 
to them, and they heard them fresh from the lips of His 
Messenger 3%, they said: 

» BSe ae 


CSU 3 KG Sh SAY BS Sy hsv ihe 
<They say: “This is naught but a man who wishes to hinder 
you from that which your fathers used to worship .’’> 
meaning, that the religion of their fathers was the truth and 


that what the Messenger brought to them was false - may the 
curse of Allah be upon them and their fathers! 


CGE Hy Vy Ts 0 Gp 
¢And they say: “This is nothing but an invented lie.'"> 
referring to the Qur'an. 


fag Sar Vy OS Gy i SU LS oll SD 
¢And those who disbelieve say of the truth when it has come to 
them ; “This is nothing but evident magic!"'> 
Allah says: 
(8 o GS AO) & Bee 2 ie 
¢And We had not given them Scriptures that they could study, 
nor sent to them before you any warner> 
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meaning, Allah did not reveal any Book to the Arabs before 
the Qur’an, and He did not send any Prophet to them before 
Muhammad 2%. They used to wish for that and say, ‘if only a 
warner comes to us or a Book is revealed to us, we would be 
more guided than others,’ but when Allah blessed them with 
that, they disbelieved him and stubbornly rejected him. 

Then Allah says: 


ili oe Gall S5G> 


¢And those before them denied ;> meaning, other nations. 


Te nae 


454i GS Uh a> 
these have not received even a tenth of what We had granted 
to those (of old) ;> 


Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Of the 

power of this world.”'! This was also the view of Qatadah, As- 

Suddi and Ibn Zayd.'! This is like the Aydt: 
Gg Ss aif 8 SAE OO 8 at ot peal VY Aecl YG pae 

Cat A oy OK 

¢And indeed We had firmly established them with that 
wherewith We have not established you! And We had assigned 
them the hearing, seeing, and hearts; but their hearing, seeing, 
and their hearts availed them nothing since they used to deny 
the Ayat of Allah, and they were completely encircled by that 
which they used to mock at!> (46:26) 


Ye 


FEN BE fl oe Gall Lae OF GS ES NT g Ws gil 
<Have they not traveled ‘through the earth and seen what was 


the end of those before them? They were more in number than 
them and mightier in strength> (40:82). 


but that did not protect them from the punishment of Allah, 
(') At-Tabari 20:416. 
(21 at-Tabari 20:416, 417. 
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and Allah destroyed them because they denied His 
Messengers. Allah says: 


4S ik SS 3 WKY 


yet they denied My Messengers. Then how (terrible) was My 
denial!> 
meaning, ‘how severe was My wrath and how great was My 
avenging of My Messengers.’ 


LF ge % cre gs erhe rer Fe yg be we ra 4 ag « 
Be ot Kole CE Bothy Eo Ay Kil Cy D> 
(Oat pb GH M844 
446. Say: “I exhort you to one (thing) only, that you stand up 
for Allah's sake in pairs and singly, and reflect, there is no 


madness in your companion. He is only a warner to you in face 
of a severe torment.’'> 


Refutation of Their Accusation that the Prophet was 
Insane 


Allah says: ‘Say, O Muhammad, to these disbelievers who 
claim that you are crazy,’ 


tii, Kid Tp 


4I exhort you to one (thing) only,> meaning, 1 am only telling you 
to one thing,’ and that is: 


€ 


Cbs i Kole UE hs EE BH ofp 


that you stand up for Allah's sake in pairs and singly, and reflect, 
there is no madness in your companion .> 
meaning, ‘stand sincerely before Allah, without being 
influenced by your own desires or tribal feelings, and ask one 
another, is Muhammad crazy? Advise one another,’ 

dei 2 
<and reflecty means, let each person look within himself 
concerning the matter of Muhammad #%, and ask other people 
about him if he is still confused, then let him think about the 
matter. Allah says: 


c 
{22 nee Gb sehr ver Zoe 


Cie ot Kate 0 ESE i) GE AE fp 
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<that you stand up for Allah's sake in pairs and singly, and 
reflect, there is no madness in your companion .> 

This meaning was stated by Mujahid, Muhammad bin Ka‘, 

As-Suddi, Qatadah and others."! This is what is meant by the 

Ayah. 

dpa ole SHG SI 35 YA Ud 
¢He is only a warner to you in face of a severe torment.> 


Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, commented on this Ayah: “One day, the Prophet 
climbed up As-Safa’ and shouted, 


Bets 
«O people!» The Quraysh gathered around him, and said, 
‘What is the matter with you?’ He said, 


Cpgbhad 25 uf Sts gf Sarat jiah Sf So i ehh 
tWhat do you think? If I told you that the enemy were 
approaching and will reach us in the morning or in the 
evening, would you believe me?» 


They said, ‘Of course.’ He # said: 
i Te ote ee oe we ot NT 
fede QUE SY So oN Bd pp 
«J am a warner to you in the face of a severe punishment.» 


Abu Lahab said, ‘May you perish! You have called us 
together only to tell us this?’ Then Allah revealed: 


<Perish the two hands of Abit Lahab and perish he!> (111:1) 
We have already discussed this in our Tafsir of the Ayah: 
¢And warn your tribe of near kindred>'?! (26:214). 
HAF OE AK FRAEVA ABH AG SecH 
SAT Uo FOALS I be HL FG ok Sih Sy 


0) At-Tabari 20:418. 
[2] Fath AL-Bari 8:400. 
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TS FOAL ILI cata j 


fae perras 


te BO Cast Ay oo 


Bei A RIAU 447. Say: “Whatever 
cM 


plish ast lesa ics HOB, 3 ‘com wage I might have asked 


ta aes Pe wow vz }of you is yours. My 
opis! ests ACUTE psy wage is from Allah only, 


LES UF cnal WIE Opin and He is a Witness 


re 


CS eee rere epee 4 cess {over all things."’> 
beeen ee 448. Say: "Verily, my 


- Adel SzV475 CAS Lord sends down the 
a - an or = s02°> truth, the All-Knower of 


Pie ee te Vee Sa the Unseen .""> 

—————"' 1449. Say: “The truth 
fess eee: sere |[145 come, and the false- 
SS Sposa ys Sti hood can neither create 


oyre 4g fare ” a var othe “30 aie anything Her 
; dous| ' 
Roleailg Sicsc silty PL 95 resurrect .""> 


CAR NS IFS cpl vat cals 6 ae “= 1450. Say: “If (even) I 
BS + hoe RSC ore Be oe eee ote go astray, I shall stray 
MOS, palearaamiedl ber Moelules only to my own loss. 


o Zager Sy We Gee ees * . ° . 
‘ Sa Alb gS jb Me sail St str But if I remain guided, 
Greece Seer wp ee, |lit is because of the Reve- 


as STAINING aes lation of my Lord to me. 
Truly, He is All-Hearer, 


Ever Near."’> 
I do not ask for any Reward for conveying the Message 


Allah commands His Messenger #% to say to the idolators: 
55 36 Ny Ke @ 
«Whatever wage I might have asked of you is yours.> 


meaning, 1 do not want anything for conveying the Message of 
Allah to you, advising you and telling you to worship Allah.’ 


tH EW GAD 
«My wage is from Allah only,» means, ‘rather I will seek the 
reward for that with Allah.’ 
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55 ct FE Dd 
¢and He is a Witness over all things.» means, ‘He knows all 
things, and He knows everything about me and the manner in 


which I am conveying the Message to you, and He knows all 
about you.’ 


Choi Bi Bk GAD 
<Say: “Verily, my Lord sends down the truth, the All-Knower 
of the Unseen."’> This is like the Ayah: 


dake MES & als cus dbp 
¢He sends the Revelation by His command to any of His 
servants He wills> (40:15). 


meaning, He sends the angel to whomsoever He wills of His 
servants among the people on earth, and He is the All-Knower 
of the Unseen; nothing whatsoever is hidden from Him in the 
heavens or on earth. 
48156 Ib G HELD 
¢Say: “The truth has come, and the falsehood can neither 
create anything nor resurrect .""> 


means, truth and the great Law have come from Allah, and 
falsehood has gone and has perished and vanished. This is 
like the Ayah: 


¢Nay, We fling the truth against the falsehood, so it destroys 

it, and behold, it is vanished> (21:18). 
When the Messenger of Allah # entered Al-Masjid Al-Haradm on 
the day of the conquest of Makkah, and found those idols 
standing around the Ka‘bah, he started to hit the idols with 
his bow, reciting, 

CANS 8 Sus Oy Sell Ss ST Bp 
¢And say: ‘The truth has come and the falsehood has vanished. 
Surely, the falsehood is ever bound to vanish."’> (17:81), and: 


“E22, “ ote ve tees me 
4542 6 We OG Hit di 
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<Say: “The truth has come, and the falsehood can neither 
create anything nor resurrect." 


This was recorded by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An- 
Nasai.!1 


€Say: “If (even) I go astray, I shall stray only to my own loss. 


But if I remain guided, it is because of the Revelation of my 
Lord to me..."> 


means, all good comes from Allah, and in what Allah sends 
down of revelation and clear truth there is guidance and 
wisdom. So whoever goes astray, does so by himself, as 
‘Abdullah bin Mas‘id, may Allah be pleased with him, said 
when he was asked about some issue. He said, “I will say 
what I think, and if it is correct, then it is from Allah, and if it 
is wrong, then it is from me and from the Shaytadn, and Allah 
and His Messenger have nothing to do with it.I 


425 C= Dd 
<Truly, He is All-Hearer, Ever Near.» means, He hears all the 
words of His servants, and He is always near to respond to 


them when they call on Him. An-Nasai recorded the Hadith of 
Abu Misa which also appears in the Two Sahihs: 


(lt GS Kes O65 WL GE YS wal 5 euY ssl 
"You are not calling upon one who is deaf or absent; you are 


calling upon One Who is All-Hearer, Ever Near and 
Responsive .»!°! 
AS ER BG Bah ohio bib <p HBS AG BD 
yp ow Bore Yes 44, ose ie o Var 4 44, 

pos os coil Cyt IG oe 4 Wie OS Bae ot & BUA 
Bike AG os eh Bw eS Ous 

0) Fath ALBari 8:252, Muslim 3:1409, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8:573, An- 
Nasi in Al-Kubré 6:483. 

2! Abu Dawud 2:589. 

51 An-Nasai in Al-Kubrd 6 :438, Fath Al-Bari 9 :157, Muslim 4:2076. 
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451. And if you could but see, when they will be terrified with 
no escape, and they will be seized from a near place. 

452. And they will say: ‘We do believe (now) ;" but how could 
they receive (Taniwush) from a place so far off.> 

¢53. Indeed they did disbelieve before (in this world), and they 
(used to) conjecture about the Unseen, from a far place .> 


454. And a barrier will be set between them and that which 
they desire, as was done in the past with the people of their 
kind. Verily, they have been in grave doubt.> 


Here Allah says: ‘if only you could see, O Muhammad, when 
these deniers are terrified on the Day of Resurrection, and 
they have no way of escape and nowhere to run to and no 
refuge.’ 
43 Q&S oe Wisds> 
qand they will be seized from a near place .> 
means, they will not even be given the slightest chance of 
escape, but they will be seized from the first instant. Al-Hasan 
Al-Basri said: “When = come forth from their graves.”!! 
4 EE TS 
¢And they will say: ‘We do believe (now) ;""> 
means, on the Day of Resurrection, they will say, ‘we believe in 
Allah and His angels, Books and Messengers.’ This is like the 
Ayah: 
JS Gags Sy CaN ye) ee ppd SE etl y ws DD 
4B SHiy rie GL Cas 
<And if you only could see when the criminals shall hang their 
heads before their Lord (saying): ‘Our Lord! We have now seen 


and heard, so send us back that we will do righteous good 
deeds. Verily, we now believe with certainty." (32:12) 


Allah says: 


<pent pbs oo Fat ot bp 
<but how could they receive from a place so far off?> 
0) At-Tabari 20 :423. 
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meaning, how could they attain faith now that they are so far 
removed from the place where it could be accepted from them, 
and they have entered the realm of the Hereafter which is the 
realm of reward and punishment, not the realm of trial and 
testing? If they had believed in this world, that would have 
been good for them, but now they have entered the Hereafter, 
there is no way that their faith can be accepted, just as there 
is no way a person can get a thing if he is far away from it. 
Mujahid said: 
43051 i 9 

<but how could they At-Tanawush?> means, “How could they 
attain that?”'! Az-Zuhri said, “They will wish to attain faith 
when they have reached the Hereafter and are cut off from this 
world.” Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “They will seek something when 
they have no way of attaining it, they will seek faith from a 
distant place.” 


455 + oy AEs ip 
<Indeed they did disbelieve before,» means, how can they attain 


faith in the Hereafter when in this world they disbelieved in the 
truth and denied the Messengers? 


Cot SE ot cll Goats > 


and they (used to) conjecture about the Unseen from a far 
place.> 


Malik narrated from Zayd bin Aslam that he said: 


ores 


lh Spity> 
€and they (used to) conjecture about the Unseen,> 

means, “By guessing.” as Allah says, 

<i Gp 
<guessing at the Unseen> (18:22). Sometimes they said he was a 
poet, sometimes they said he was a soothsayer, or a sorcerer, 
or a mad man, or other baseless comments. They denied the 
idea of resurrection and said: 


¢ 


Kitt, 32 05 Yy BIS o> 
(') Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 6:714. 
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éwe do not think it but as a conjecture, and we have no firm 
convincing belief.» (45:32). 
Qatadah and Mujahid said, “Their belief that there would be 


no resurrection, no Paradise and no Hell was based on mere 
conjecture.”!! 


ied erin Hm osrer “ f) 
pee dev 


4And a barrier will be set le them and that which they 
desire,> 
Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Ad-Dahhak and others, ‘This means 
faith.”7! As-Suddi said: 
Aypls G Gd oee de> 
€And a barrier will be set se them and that which they 
desire,> 


means “Repentance.”*! This was also the view of Ibn Jarir, 
may Allah have mercy on him. Mujahid said: 


45565 wD oprer wre des > 


¢And a barrier will be set ibe them and that which they 
desire,> 


means, “This world and its wealth, luxuries and people.”*! 
Something similar was narrated from Ibn ‘Umar, Ibn ‘Abbas 
and Ar-Rabi‘ bin Anas, may Allah be pleased with him. It is 
also the opinion of Al-Bukhari and the Group. The correct 
view is that there is no contradiction between the two views, 
for a barrier will be set between them and what they desire in 
this world, and what they seek in the Hereafter will be denied 
from them. 


455 oF pet 8 > 


€as was done in the past with the people of their kind .> 


means, as happened to the nations of the past who disbelieved 
in the Messengers; when the punishment of Allah came upon 


11] At-Tabari 20 :429. 
2] at-Tabari 20 :430. 
(3) Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 6:715. 
4] At-Tabari 20:431. 
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them, they wished that they had believed, but this was not 
accepted from them. 
it 8 OIG s 4 © ey Ges 35 Ah ee Be eh ob cp 
BiH peg EES St Ohh Oo ry ee 
(Sai 
€So, when they saw Our punishment, they said: ‘We believe 
in Allah Alone and reject (all) that we used to associate with 
Him as (His) partners. ‘'Then their faith could not avail them 
when they saw Our punishment. (Like) this has been the way of 
Allah in dealing with His servants. And there the disbelievers 
lost utterly .> (40:84-85). 
keut dE 3 BE eed 
<Verily, they have been in grave doubt.> means, in this world they 
had doubts, so their faith will not be accepted from them when 
they behold the punishment with their own eyes. Qatadah said, 
“Beware of doubt. For whoever dies doubting, will be raised 
doubting; and whoever dies believing, with certainty will be 
raised believing with certainty.” 
This is the end of the Tafsir of Sirah Saba’. Allah, may He 
be glorified and exalted, is the Guide to the right way. 


E.G 


x 
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The Tafsir of Sirah Fatir 
(Chapter - 35) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 
wi _ st 3 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 


BBG FE AAG Kai ye Mb oct Bi 4 Sp 
S3 - e ee tea, Seer oe 

4045 SF EMA Gc Si 

41. All praise is due to Allah, Fatir of the heavens and the 
earth, Who made the angels messengers with wings, two or 


three or four. He increases in creation what He wills. Verily, 
Allah is Able to do all things.> 


The Power of Allah 


Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “I did not 
know what Fatir As-Samawati wal-Ard meant until two 
bedouins came to me disputing over a well. One of them said 
to his companion, ‘Ana Fatartuhd,’ meaning, 1 started it.” 
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, also said, 


4.25 giSSti bid 
¢Fatir of the heavens and the earth,> 


means, “The Originator of the heavens and the earth.”7) Ad- 
Dahhak said, “Every time the phrase Fatir As-Samawé&ti wal- 
Ard is used in the Qur'an, it means the Creator of the heavens 
and the earth.”*! 
455 Kai wed 
<Who made the angels messengers> means, between Him 
and His Prophets. 


[1 Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 7:3. 
[21 4d-Durr Al-Manthir 7:3. 
(3) Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 7:3. 
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<with wings? means, with which they fly to convey quickly that 
which they have been commanded to convey. 


<two or three or four.» means, among them are some who have 
two wings, some have three and some who have four. Some 
have more than that, as stated in the Hadith mentioning that 
the Messenger of Allah 3% saw Jibril, peace be upon him, on 
the Night of the Isra’ with six hundred wings. Between each 
pair of wings was a distance like that between the east and 
the west.''! Allah says: 


455 EK EAE A 9 45> 


¢He increases in creation what He wills. Verily, Allah is Able 
to do all things.> 


As-Suddi said, “He increases their wings and creates them as 
He wills.”!?! 


Boh +3e £ = bh ¢ 


ie or pe SS. 
TEN py te WB de 


JS U5 GS LG BFS oe th it EE > 
<2. Whatever of mercy, Allah may grant to mankind, none can 


withhold it; and whatever He may withhold, none can grant it 
thereafter. And He is the Almighty, the All-Wise.> 


None can withhold the Mercy of Allah 


Allah tells us that what He wills, happens, and what He does 
not will, does not happen. None can give what He withholds, 
and none can withhold what He gives. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Warrad, the freed slave of Al- 
Mughirah bin Shu‘bah, said, “Mu‘aéwiyah wrote to Al-Mughirah 
bin Shu‘bah, saying, ‘Write for me what you heard from the 
Messenger of Allah 2%.’ So Al-Mughirah called me and I wrote 
for him: 1 heard the Messenger of Allah # say when he 
finished praying, 


(1 Fath Al-Bari 6:361. 
[21 4d-Durr Al-Manthir 7:4. 


~ 
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et ect OS fe 55 hash SG SLT GG cag wr YP 
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‘There is no god (worthy of worship) except Allah alone, with 
no partner or associate. To Him be praise and dominion, and 
He is able to do all things. O Allah, there is none who can 
withhold what You give, and none can give what You 
withhold, and and good fortune and richness in anything 
cannot benefit one against Your will .» 


‘And I heard him forbid gossiping, asking too many questions 
and wasting money, burying girls alive, disobeying one’s 
mother, and withholding from others while asking from 
them.”""! This was also recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim, 
with several chain of narration.!?! 

It was recorded in Sahih Muslim that Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, “When the Messenger of 
Allah 2% raised his head from bowing, he would say: 


Git, 65M han Ep dah Gi rel Sigs Sad Mt aac 
Ae US 55 UH de u Set asalty oth gat gir a8 od be Ge 
cdl bts Ladi 8 ABs Wy cae Whe Vy Shel wu Y pghi 


‘Allah hears those who praise Him. O Allah, our Lord, to You 
be praise, filling the heavens and the earth, and filling whatever 
You wish besides. O Allah, the One deserving praise and glory. 
The truest words that any servant says - and all of us are Your 
servants - are: O Allah, there is none who can withhold what 
You give, and none can give what You withhold, and no 
wealth or majesty can benefit anyone against Your will.»”! 


This Ayah is like the Ayah: 

Ces 5G Ae OS, as BY db Gee 5 Fe BTA od 
¢And if Allah touches you with harm, there is none who can 
remove it but He; and if He intends any good for you, there is 
none who can repel His favor> (10:107). 


1 Ahmad 4:250. 
21 Fath AL-Bari 2:378 11:137, 521, Muslim 1:414, 415. 
[3] Muslim 1 :347. 


122 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


setae ; oR GS And there are many 
sah reseed Se 4 7 ot Bp ered el A8es ee toni A it. 
palepal a ABs Ae. its a3 ee als similar Aydt. 
te oh ed rob eadasee Be tacers 2.0786. 3¢ ore, 15x Ay Ate 
idee Rie LOE | A ek tt ee 


SF Ze B53 


fad ee ot Shee, 
4 aa ne ® 64s ey gp sore 58 betIe a) KK : es 
AK LayG slay Min; | A ae eb 


7 Ze Syl TRO Se pee op mres bs- Yo it, a) of oy 
ESQ ab Sabon bse | Oe? Aas 
ca ke “oe 


4 av 2 wes arese tad ard 4 » 47 9g 8 ICD 
dEUS Lee leat cpl at St ch hy aS” EK 
ee ere copay B4008 “FG AK re se el 
La she Pehle gaurd op) cys hed Prd ohne ‘ 
es Se eer TET Ge eee | Se O mankind! 
hati aL caer Sar selsonbeailo’ | Remember the grace of 
47S Kv) ee Os Uae aed 2b Freee oe a ! 
Steet Ov: ss asthe: at Allah upon you! Is there 
ver hte verte 2 ce tgeede pecs deec [any creator other than 
Sa PMla hr b SLIT Se 5 CSN | Allah who provides for 


bo 82 1 2004 to are ae arte acct | you from the sky (rain) 
Cr gadlails pally pobe. Nasty |Y ed 
risa oe aa Boke BS Mise and the earth? La ilaha 
illa Huwa. How then 
ok 


pod oS Age Bc ress yeicte ade. llare you turning awa 
jy pag VASO Ne? gk lagpwes oie Him)?> . . 


Upvet tury cea 728 sg AR BO re Ste So 
RS Sea AEA ORNS 
cs scree 2 Gascnse 74, 4 o¢-- (|The Evidence of 
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CO) Fae DB SG Yeo e5 es Allah shows His 
servants that they 
should worship Him Alone, for just as He is Independent in 
His power of creation and provision, so He should be 
worshipped Alone with no partners or associates such as idols 
and false gods. So Allah says: 
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€La ilaha illa Huwa. How then are you turning away (from 
Him)?> 


meaning, ‘how can you turn away from Him after this has 
been made clear and this proof has been made obvious, but 
you still worship idols and false gods?’ And Allah knows best. 
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Sil AS OK he eh Be 
44. And if they deny you, so were Messengers denied before 
you. And to Allah return all matters .> 


€5. O mankind! Verily, the promise of Allah is true. So, let 
not this present life deceive you, and let not the chief deceiver 
deceive you about Allah .> 

¢6. Surely, Shaytan is an enemy to you, so take (treat) him as 
an enemy. He only invites his followers that they may become 
the dwellers of the blazing Fire.> 


Consolation in the fact that the previous Messengers 
were denied, and a reminder of the Resurrection 


Allah says: ‘Even if these idolators who associate others with 
Allah disbelieve in you, O Muhammad, and go against the 
Message of Tawhid that you have brought, you have an 
example in the Messengers who came before you.’ They also 
brought a clear Message to their people and told them to 
worship Allah alone, but their people denied them and went 
against them. 
432 5 At Hd 
¢And to Allah return all matters (for decision) .> 

means, ‘We will requite them for that in full.’ Then Allah says: 


€& HH SEI Ged 
<O mankind! Verily, the promise of Allah is true.> 
meaning the Resurrection will undoubtedy come to pass. 


cote Byecee ap 404 oo 


Ql Gyo PES Sad 
¢So, let not this present life deceive you,> 


means, ‘this life is as nothing in compare to the great good 
that Allah has promised to His close friends and the followers 
of His Messengers, so do not let these transient attractions 
distract you from that which is lasting.’ 


Jal dh eats b> 
and let not the chief deceiver deceive you about Allah.» 
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This refers to Shaytdn, as stated by Ibn ‘Abbas,!"! may Allah 
be pleased with him. Meaning, do not let the Shaytdn tempt 
you and divert you away from following the Messengers of 
Allah and believing what they say, for he is the chief deceiver 
and arch-liar. This Ayah is like the Ayah that appears at the 
end of Stirah Luqman: 


1S Sh ai 5 EA EN pets ip 
let not then this (worldly) present life deceive you, nor let the 
chief deceiver deceive you about Allah> (31:33). 


Then Allah tells us of the enmity of Iblis towards the sons of 
Adam: 
dite Sige $k Mi ht 4p 

«Surely, Shaytin is an enemy to you, so take (treat) him as an 

enemy .> 
meaning, ‘he has declared his enmity towards you, so be even 
more hostile towards him, oppose him and do not believe the 
things with which he tries to tempt you.’ 


cil ol BSS Bie Lek Cad 


<He only invites his followers that they may become the 
dwellers of the blazing Fire.> 


means, ‘he only wants to misguide you so that you will enter 
the blazing Fire with him.’ This is a manifest enemy, and we 
ask Allah, the All-Powerful and Almighty to make us enemies 
of Shaytdn and to make us followers of the Book of Allah and 
of the way of His Messengers. For He is able to do whatever 
He wills and He will respond to all supplication. This is like 
the Ayah: 


2 A SB Soll & OF ly Sy IS pe Wet SA ap 


ee 


CNG Sud i Ue 5 py bod cot ACAN ASigh EST 
<And (remember) when We said to the angels: ‘Prostrate 
yourselves unto Adam." So they prostrated themselves except 
Iblis. He was one of the Jinn; he disobeyed the command of his 
Lord. Will you then take him (Iblis) and his offspring as 


(1) At-Tabari 20:438. 
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protectors and helpers rather than Me while they are enemies to 
you? What an evil is the exchange for the wrongdoers.> 
(18:50) 


cS GAS 3b ss cue Ws tc at Bs ce aU gp 
¢7. Those who disbelieve, theirs will be a severe torment; and 
those who believe and do righteous good deeds, theirs will be 
forgiveness and a great reward.» 

€8. Is he, then, to whom the evil of his deeds is made 
fairseeming, so that he considers it as good? Verily, Allah sends 
astray whom He wills, and guides whom He wills. So destroy 
not yourself in sorrow for them. Truly, Allah is the All-Knower 
of what they do!> 


The Punishment of the Disbeliever and the Reward of 
the Believer on the Day of Resurrection 


Having stated that the ultimate destiny of the followers of Iblis 
will be the blazing Fire, Allah then tells us that for those who 
disbelieve there will be a severe punishment. This is because 
they obeyed the Shaytdn and disobeyed Ar-Rahman. And He 
tells us that those who believed in Allah and His Messengers 


Cds A Loyal Yes) 
and do righteous good deeds, theirs will be forgiveness> 
meaning, from whatever sins they did, 
445 oh 
¢and a great reward.> for the good deeds that they did. Then 
Allah says: 
CE 1G a BAG Sap 
dls he, then, to whom the evil of his deeds is made fairseeming, 
so that he considers it as good?> 


meaning, ‘such as disbelievers or immoral persons who do evil 
deeds and believe that they are doing something good, i.e., a 
person who is like that has been misguided by Allah, so what 
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can you do for him? You cannot help him at all.’ 
485 55 AE ot ba al BD 
<Verily, Allah sends astray whom He wills and guides whom 
He wills.» means according to His decree. 


€So destroy not yourself in sorrow for them.» 


means, do not grieve about that, for Allah is Wise in His 
decree and He leaves astray whomsoever He leaves astray, and 
He guides whomsoever He guides, and in doing so He has 
perfect knowledge and wisdom. Allah says: 


igi G te abt > 
€Truly, Allah is the All-Knower of what they do!> 

vir Cee ver oh woe fe ow vedt er Bde eye 40% 7 See 
MS ey dy GY 4 Gel ot ft fy ais flee Hs SN SN call “al > 

Rare Breet wt Nee be ee we Cw Bo ee oe “ot a rg o Gam shy 
qa jai, Sgt as a a Ge ell cab apll 4 OP oe 2a 
Bore ote GEN pe 4 z ~ 7 of ee 7 Bee tar Gaver 
Xe 4G OS AG Ks 38 oe A ea UKs Salh AA 
Z eo Ht Ske Re Mee 4 Ut 
BG oe NEY BELG 8 Babs on 8 OD ot 
49, And it is Allah Who sends the winds, so that they raise up 
the clouds, and We drive them to a dead land, and revive 
therewith the earth after its death. As such (will be) the 
Resurrection!> 


410. Whosoever desires Al-'Izzah then to Allah belongs Al- 
‘Izzah. To Him ascend the good words, and the righteous deeds 
exalt it, but those who plot evils, theirs will be a severe 
torment. And the plotting of such will perish.> 


411. And Allah did create you from dust, then from Nutfah,“! 
then He made you pairs. And no female conceives or gives birth 
but with His knowledge. And no aged man is granted a length 
of life nor is a part cut off from his life, but is in a Book. 
Surely, that is easy for Allah.> 
(1) See volume six, the explanation of Surat Al-Hajj 22:4, and Strat Al- 
Mu’minitin 23 :13 in volume six. 


ee 
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Evidence of Life after Death 


Often Allah refers to the Resurrection by using the analogy of 
the earth coming back to life after it has died, as in the 
beginning of Surat Al-Hajj, where He urges His servants to 
draw the lesson of the former from the latter. For the earth is 
dead and lifeless, with nothing growing in it, then He sends to 
it clouds which bring water, which He sends down upon it, 
tests eis Se on EG 25 SD 

€it is stirred (to life), and it swells and puts forth every lovely 

kind (of growth)> (22:5). 
So too, when Allah wishes to resurrect the bodies, He will 
send rain from beneath the Throne which will cover the whole 
earth, and the bodies will grow in their graves like seeds grow 
in the earth. It says in the Sahih: 

055) 45 GEE in Las Vy UG st ogi 

‘Every part of the son of Adam will disintegrate apart from the 
coccyx, from which he was created and from him he will be 
made anew.»!"! 


Allah says: 
455i WSS > 
¢As such (will be) the Resurrection!» According to the Hadith of 
Abu Razin: “I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, how will Allah bring 
the dead back to life? What is the sign of that in His creation?’ 
He #& said: 
Wat Hie Sip Set he gaty 255 Ul yi ul 
*O Abu Razin, do you not pass through the valley of your 


people (and see it) arid and barren, then you pass through it 
(and see it) stirred (to life) and green?» 


I said, ‘Yes.’ He # said: 
ere “al Paarl WiSGo 
‘Thus will Allah bring the dead back to life .»”!?! 


(1 Muslim 4 :2271. 
2] Ahmad 4:12. 
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Honor, Power and Glory in this World and in the 
Hereafter come only by obeying Allah 


toy aoe ge Ca 


ES ol as Bd ay OF > 
4Whosoever desires Al-‘Izzah then to Allah belongs all Al- 
"Izzah .> 


means, whoever desires honor, power and glory in this world 
and the next, let him be obedient towards Allah, may He be 
exalted. This will help him reach his goal, for Allah is the 
Sovereign of this world and the Hereafter, and to Him belong 
all honor, power and glory. This is like the Aydt: 


3 ‘s oe A Ge ow 


A Uy 6f Gait Ake CHET SE od » Tul Ni OEE GIy 
<Those who take disbelievers for protectors instead of believers, 
do they seek Al-‘Izzah with them? Verily, then to Allah belongs 
all honor, power and glory.» (4:139) 

ie & NY TN bs od 
<And let not their speech grieve you, for all Al-'Izzah belongs 
to Allah> (10:65). 


4555, Y Gantt 3 Sets ay Goll a> 


€But Al-‘Izzah belongs to Allah, and to His Messenger, and to 
the believers, but the hypocrites know not} (63:8). 


Mujahid said: 
EI 
Whosoever desires Al-'Izzah> means, by worshipping idols, 
th £5 SD 
éthen to Allah belongs Al-Izzahy."! 


g2 7S 


te A US Of bal dy OF > 
Whosoever desires Al-‘Izzah then to Allah belongs Al-'Izzah.> 
means, let him seek honor, power and glory through obeying 


1] At-Tabari 20:443. 
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Allah, may He be glorified"! 


Righteous Deeds ascend to Allah 
esti BS Sip 


4To Him ascend the good words,» means, words of remembrance, 
recitation of Qur’an, and supplications. This was the view of 
more than one of the Salaf. 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-Mukhdariq bin Sulaym said that 
“Abdullah bin Mas‘id, may Allah be pleased with him, said to 
them, “If we tell you a Hadith, we will bring you proof of it 
from the Book of Allah. When the Muslim servants says, ‘Glory 
and praise be to Allah, there is no god worthy of worship 
except Allah, Allah is Most Great and blessed be Allah,’ an 
angel takes these words and puts them under his wing, then 
he ascends with them to the heaven. He does not take them 
past any group of angels but they seek forgiveness for the one 
who said them, until he brings them before Allah, may He be 
glorified.” Then ‘Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him, 
recited: 

4225; estat JIG eat AT Acs Sp 
«To sim ascend the good words, and the righteous deeds exalt 
itp.” 


Imam Ahmad recorded that An-Nu‘man bin Bashir, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah # said: 
Sab Us Gs cael 2 SS5 amet fe ool JE fy GI SySE SdlD 
VoSi 535i Cal VE See be, SiS  JAbn G35 555 SB pid dys 
tay 5A te al Le UNG 
«Those who remember Allah and glory Allah by saying, ‘Glory 
be to Allah, Allah is most Great, all praise is due to Allah and 
La ilaha illallah, these words go around the Throne buzzing like 


bees, mentioning those who said them. Would one of you not 
like to have something with Allah mentioning him?»"! 


(1 At-Tabari 20 :444. 
[21 At-Tabari 20:444. 
13] Ahmad 4 :268. 
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This was also recorded by Ibn Majah.!" 


fand the righteous deeds exalt itp. ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported 
that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The good 
word is the remembrance of Allah, may He be exalted, which is 
taken up to Allah, and the righteous deed is the performance of 
obligatory duties. Whoever remembers Allah when doing an 
obligatory duty, his deed carries his remembrance of Allah and 
takes it up to Allah, may He be exalted. Whoever remembers 
Allah and does not perform the obligatory duties, his words will 
be rejected, as will his deed.”!?! 


toll BSS Sal 


<but those who plot evils,» Mujahid, Sa‘id bin Jubayr and Shahr 
bin Hawshab said, “This refers to those who show off by their 
actions,”*! j.e., they deceive the people by giving the impression 
that they are obeying Allah, when in fact they are hated by 
Allah for showing off. Allah says: 
Cx, BSB 5 38 BE Ap 
«theirs will be severe torment. And the plotting of such will 
perish .> 


meaning, it will fail and vanish, for their reality is apparent 
from up close to those who have insight and wisdom. No one 
conceals a secret but Allah will cause it to become known, on 
his face or by a slip of the tongue, or He will cause the person 
to wear it like a cloak (so that everyone will see it). If it is 
good, then the consequences will be good, and if it is bad, 
then the consequences will be bad. The person who shows off 
cannot continue to deceive anyone but the fool, but the 
believers who have insight are not deceived by that; from up 
close, they soon discover it. And nothing at all can be hidden 
from the Knower of the Unseen (Allah). 


(1! thn Majah 2:1252. 
7] At-Tabari 20:445. 
1 At-Tabari 20 :447. 
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Allah is the Creator and Knower of the Unseen 
€And Allah did create you from dust, then from Nutfah,> 


means, He initiated the creation of your father Adam from 
dust, then He created his offspring from semen of worthless 


water. 
eS Kee By 


gthen He made you pairs.» means, male and female, as a 
kindness and a mercy from Him, He gave you partners from 
your own kind, that you may find repose in them. 


abe EY Hed 
<And no female conceives or gives birth but with His 
knowledge. 


means, He knows about that and nothing is hidden from Him 
at all, but, 


SY TOG AM etl ge Gs 5 » a op 
qnot a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a grain in the 
darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is written 
in a Clear Record .> (6:59) 


We have already discussed in this respect in the Ayah: 
Ie yh Jas as ws A Ba A de Be oe aD 
¢Allah knows what every female bears, and by how much the 
wombs fall short or exceed. Everything with Him is in (due) 
proportion. All-Knower of the unseen and the seen, the Most 
Great, the Most High.> (13:8-9). 


tie 1g = sok Ge tek fa 
CS a Vat EES 2 uo 


¢And no aged man is granted a length of life nor is a part cut 
off from his life, but is in a Book.> 


means, some of those sperm are granted a long life, which He 
knows and it is recorded with, Him in the First Book. 
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kinZ Se cas YD 
«nor is a part cut off from his life,» Here the pronoun (his) refers 
to mankind in general, not to a specific person, because the 
long life which is recorded in the Book and is known by Allah 
will not be cut off. It was reported via Al-‘Awfi that Ibn ‘Abbas 
said concerning the Ayah, 


423 EBA SS got oe EG Ae AG 
¢And no aged man is granted a length of life nor is a part cut 
off from his life, but is in a Book. Surely, that is easy for 
Allah .> 


There is no one for whom Allah has decreed a long life but he 
will reach the age that has been decreed for him. When he 
reaches the time that has been decreed for him, he will not 
surpass it. And there is no one for whom Allah has decreed a 
short life but it will end when he reaches the age that has 
been decreed for him. Allah says: 


455 ME BY CS aI afb & KE GD 
«nor is a part cut off from his life, but is in a Book. Surely, 
that is easy for Allah.> 
He said, “That is recorded in a Book with Him.”"! This was 


also the view of Ad-Dahhak bin Muzahim. On the other hand, 
some of them said, “The phrase 


€ Ae oe AE Vp 
<And no aged man is granted a length of life> 
means, what He decrees for him of life, and 
deaZ ix Bit GP 
<nor is a part cut off from his life> means, his time is constantly 
decreasing. All of this is known to Allah year after year, month 
after month, week after week, day after day, hour after hour. 


Everything is written with Allah in His Book.” This was reported 
by Ibn Jarir from Abu Malik,'?) and was also the view of As- 


(l At-Tabari 20:447. 
21 At-Tabari 20:447. 


Stirah 35. Fatir (12) (Part-22 133 


ise rn wenaaca “XQ Suddi and ‘Ata’ Al- 

ALO MCD, BEBE LF Cente vere Il Khurasani. 

cecal 3 Lords yusle 

fick See ERR aeiibr fpig In the Tafsir of this 

SpA Soest fos elle Ayah, An-Nasa’i 

os osrer e ve kee reer scee sre recorded that Anas 

sAratinlcl le a detlill gis pi ptS de bin Malik, may Allah 

A KG aISG OD GIST, || be pleased with him, 
eB cece beers oe S474 Said. “I heard the 

Sp Hi aya ly pel Sen SNS Lgl Messenger of Allah 3 


4 “4 
4 


Kerk pg cacese ob, slept arg : 
SM Na SS ai als aay | Sy a 

Goh ew o7,7 fr’. 2s . Pa es rigs ee 
NOD pa bie GSU asironcageds ff 2 © boa ol ee oe 
epee . ete go oe bse grec cod BOF “le j . 4j ease 
Sipe citi ee ‘s Sales SY ob go ae a a 29 


ety NAR SSF 


ed 
bog ” qd 
oc Re 4 ped 7% “.7 3d Aaa headed 4am) 
BN OCS Oo NEAT AD lags 
ri ~ os <s = 


ceeeg sacs eure BeOSd% 5 DPBS oe ade 
fatal al Saal Oe 6 
‘oe 2 bee oe Shr | gh raed 
Otel aa So LS a tong | ; 

- id Fees oo = : 

ce etee Be ea tiege Zeer eee | upho ti ties oj 
Alps a lrigsaile re Ys Oral Haley kinship 9" 
j 375155 SR LAyygied rina It was also recorded 
ee S74 ents Be IT aes A by Al-Bukh§iri, 
alli Soe IMuslim and Abu 
Fon cee eee, or Cece “37 we ye = [2] 
eslasldys tee SUS S535 || Dawud. ; 

C28 ail Je A > 


<Surely, that is easy for Allah.> means, that is very easy for Him, 
and He has detailed knowledge of all His creation, for His 
knowledge encompasses all things, and nothing at all is hidden 
from Him. 
SEE Fos CO Gh Oa) APS RO SG BE is ost 65 wD 
PS aS HA Ae a3 a Es EE EL ES OE 
CPS IS 


Sy 


«Whoever would like to 
have ample provision 
and a long life, let him 


€12. And the two seas (kinds of water) are not alike: this is 
palatable, sweet and pleasant to drink, and that is salty and 


I An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubra 6:438. 
21 Fath Al-Bari 4:553, Muslim 4:1982, Abu Dawud 2:321. 
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bitter. And from them both you eat fresh tender meat (fish), 
and derive the ornaments that you wear. And you see the ships 
cleaving, that you may seek of His bounty, and that you may 
give thanks.» 


The Blessings and Signs of Allah 


Allah says, pointing out His mighty power in creating different 
things, how He has created the two seas (kinds of water). The 
fresh, palatable sea (kind of water) refers to the rivers which 
flow among people, rivers great and small according to people's 
needs in all regions and areas and lands. This water is sweet 
and palatable for whoever wants to drink it. 


Se 4270 


€and that is salty and bitter.» means, unpalatable. This is the 
ocean in which the big ships sail, and is salty and undrinkable. 
Allah says: 
€and that is salty and bittery.> 
Then Allah says: 
465 CI BLE & ocd 
i from them both you eat fresh tender meat,> meaning, 
fish. 


CEE he YSEG> 
dand derive the ornaments that you wear.> This is like the Ayah: 
(Bw GS Se ch Hows Jw we Yep 
<Out of them both come out pearl and coral. Then which of the 
blessings of your Lord will you both (Jinn and men) deny?> 
(55:22-23). 
Cie 43 dal Z5> 


€And you see the ships cleaving,> means, they travel through it, 
plowing through the water with their beak-shaped bows. 
Mujahid said, “The wind drives the ships, and the wind cannot 
drive any ships except the big ones. 
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4.43 et E235 > 


<that you may seek of His bounty,» means, through your journeys 
to engage in trade from one land to another. 


feats peal 


¢dand that you may give thanks.» means, that you may give 
thanks to your Lord for subjugating this mighty creation ~ the 
sea — to you, so that you can travel through it as you wish and 
go wherever you want, and nothing stops you; His power has 
subjugated for you whatever is in the heavens and on earth, 
and all of this is by His grace and mercy. 


GA i ee | ternal page ae Jil 3 Gai Ay sail 3 ja a 
Beaks ap ee aes eae cy 
_ aa cet cine fh SH a ek Bab on 


cy 


Cx pb 3 je EY t G Ken 5938S 


413. He merges the night into the day, and He merges the day 
into the night. And He has subjected the sun and the moon, 
each runs its course for a term appointed. Such is Allah, your 
Lord; His is the kingdom. And those, whom you invoke or call 
upon instead of Him, own not even a Qitmir.> 


414. If you invoke them, they hear your call; and if (in case) 
they were to hear, they could not grant it to you. And on the 
Day of Resurrection, they will disown your worshipping them. 
And none can inform you like Him Who is the All-Knower.> 


The gods of the Idolators do not even own a Qitmir 


Another aspect of His perfect power and might is that He has 
subjugated the night with its darkness and the day with its 
light. He takes from the length of the one and adds it to the 
shortness of the other, until they: become equal. Then He takes 
from the latter and adds to the former, so one becomes long 
and the other becomes short, so they take from one another in 
summer and in winter. 


455 Sb Fy | 
€And He has subjected the sun and the moon, > 
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and the stars and planets, with their light. All of them run in 
their appointed courses and in the manner prescribed for 
them, as decreed by the Almighty, All-Knowing. 

45S JN 52 ¥> 


each runs its course for a term appointed.» means, until the Day 


of Resurrection. eae 
45S Sal Sauls 

«Such is Allah, your Lord?) means, the One Who has done all 
this is the Almighty Lord besides Whom there is no other true 
God. 

24593 oe Oe EAI> 

¢And those, whom you invoke or call upon instead of Him,> 

means, ‘the idols and false gods whom you claim to be in the 
form of angels who are close to Allah,’ 

€ pols oe ORE Up 
¢own not even a Qitmir.> Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, Mujahid, ‘krimah, ‘Ata’, ‘Atiyah Al-‘Awfi, Al-Hasan, Qata- 
dah and others said, “This is the thread that is attached to the 
pit of a date.” In other words, they do not possess anything 
in the heavens or on earth, not even anything equivalent to this 
Qitmir. Then Allah says: 

4 Sie 15 ¥ BEE yp 
€If you invoke them, they hear not your call ;> 


means, ‘the gods upon whom you call instead of Allah, do not 
hear your supplication, because they are inanimate and have 
no soul in them.’ 


CS ce tine Hp 
and if (in case) they were to hear, they could not grant it to 


you .> 
means, ‘they are not able to do any of the things that you ask 


them for.’ 
€ * oe Pegee te err 
EKep25 SSS GT E> 


"I At-Tabari 20:453. 
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<And on the Day of Resurrection, they will disown your worshipping 

them> 

means, ‘they will disown you.’ This is like the Ayat: 
HEP BLD SAA LAS Hore BEA LK 

KES pele, YG BA AYE Gal Jot oy foro ybae 

¢And who is more astray than one who calls on besides Allah, 
such as will not answer him till the Day of Resurrection, and 
who are (even) unaware of their calls to them? And when 


mankind are gathered, they (false deities) will become their 
enemies and will deny their worshipping .> (46:5-6), and 


pee SS pein GK KE he ABS Law Bi ot) oe F52> 
€ilie 
¢And they have taken gods besides Allah, that they might give 
them honor, power and glory. Nay, but they will deny their 
worship of them, and become opponents to them.} (19:81-82) 
€And none can inform you like Him Who is the All-Knower.> 


means, no one can tell you about the consequences of things 
and how they will end like the One Who is the All-Knower of 
them. Qatadah said, “He is referring to Himself, may He be 
blessed and exalted, for He undoubtedly tells the truth.”4!! 
JG fend Ky SAS Al BSG Sy Taal AN pi Hep 
oly ote Gill Sat 3 6 ok SG to ee J tae 
thiaell Bs 5 5 cp Bs os ys 
€15. O mankind! it is you who stand in need of Allah. But 
Allah is the Rich, Worthy of all praise .> 


€16. If He willed, He could destroy you and bring about a new 
creation .> 


€17. And that is not hard for Allah.> 


() At-Tabari 20:454. 
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€18. And no bearer of burdens shall bear another's burden; and 
if one heavily laden calls another to (bear) his load, nothing of it 
will be lifted even though he be near of kin. You can warn only 
those who fear their Lord unseen and perform the Salah. And 
he who purifies himself (from all kinds of sins), then he purifies 
only for the benefit of himself. And to Allah is the Return (of 
all).> 


Mankind is in need of Allah, and each Person will carry 
His own Burdens on the Day of Resurrection 


Allah tells us that He has no need of anyone or anything else, 
but all of creation is in need of Him and is in a position of 
humility before Him. He says: 
ai Sy TAS 2 pot Gly 
€O mankind! it is you who stand in need of Allah.> 
meaning, they need Him in all that they do, but He has no 
need of them at all. Allah says: 


isl il 2D 


‘-- 


€But Allah is the Rich, Worthy of all praise.p meaning, He is 
unique in His being Free of all needs, and has no partner or 
associate, and He is Worthy of all praise in all that He does, 
says, decrees and legislates. 


dae ce oh} Kak 15 ap 
lf He willed, He could destroy you and bring about a new 
creation .> 


means, if He wanted to, He could destroy you and bring forth 
another people, and this is not difficult or impossible for Him. 
He says: 


{Gpn HF aS 
€And that is not hard for Allah.> 
Allah’s saying: 
465 Sy yy BOD 
€And no bearer of burdens shall bear another's burden ;> 
means, on the Day of Resurrection. 
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ieee dir Sy HE 7 a> 

€and if one heavily laden 

calls another to (bear) 

6, Ae “5 Aa his load,» 

mee oy oor alain means, if the person 

ae Histo’ TET Ga) pases who is carrying a 
+ és 5 05K et heavy burden calls © 

18s OE a someone else to help 
Sis sec ee cali him carry his load, all 

xy rein ite tz orgs ge gow || OF part of it, 

&. KER MELISS ci vee 

eceh vee fore ae 4°4 Bae iS iv Bs th Le Yd 


ae ted bat MeN eed la sat €553 4 


Ns Ae ob Fae weer Aish it 

Gag soem lelesloales qnothing of it will be 

aN; Ip NG OD a5 lifted even though he be 
ae geet Ess ll near of kin.> 

ean LINO ieee Nabe means, even if he is 


alc % aE wo} oD Boron Sen closely-related to him, 
even if he is his 


C3 ja) Hep 6 56 


IGE go aa! Gigs () 


of 


ae Ad ie ited 4 ase 


2 re ‘i 413 
esis RE Lael sailys father or son, for each 


orl ar iB et ied ill be 
Co 5 Sa person wi 
a eee 24% eae nie preoccupied with his 
ee ti ygh Sra Jed ta e559 own self and his own 
situation. 


Then Allah says: 
5a (6 cod ot oe 5 ope St 54 3 C3> 
€You can warn only those who fear their Lord unseen and 
perform the Salah.> 


means, ‘the only ones who will draw a lesson from what you 
have brought are those,who are possessed of insight and 
wisdom, who fear their Lord and who do as He commands.’ 
4s KE Bs 
And he who purifies himself, - he purifies only for the 
benefit of himself.> 


means, who does righteous deeds, the benefit of that will come 
back to him, 
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CacKl ail Soy 

¢And to Allah is the Return.» means, to Him everything will 

ultimately return, and He is swift in bringing to account. He 

will reward or punish everyone according to his deeds: if they 


are good, then the end will be good, and if they are bad, then 
the end will be bad. 


ve gitey gO ae Bane et phe we Boh te oy coe Sr: aS 2 7 ae 
by WAY IAS SS Y ecul yf TR Aeadls eel 6655 5p 
Oe tes Yr? ‘“ "4 oye ee oe oes y x ns 2 ed 
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° Se el ee tt e's o fe ee Cee eee Foe eg te 
dy Bas wey AS ob Os a Dh A Go oh 
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4 Ss ok 38 ee dt 250 4 
419, Not alike are the blind and the seeing .> 
€20. Nor are (depths of) darkness and light.> 
€21. Nor are the shade and the sun's heat.> 


422. Nor are the living and the dead. Verily, Allah makes 
whom He wills to hear, but you cannot make hear those who 
are in graves.> 


423. You are only a warner .> 


424, Verily, We have sent you with the truth, a bearer of glad 
tidings and a warner. And there never was a nation but a 
warner had passed among them. 


€25. And if they deny you, those before them also denied. Their 
Messengers came to them with clear signs, and with the 
Scriptures, and with the Book giving light.> 


426. Then I took hold of those who disbelieved, and how terrible 
was My denial!> 


The Believer and the Disbeliever are not equal 


Allah says that these antonyms are clearly not equal, the blind 
and the seeing are not equal, there is a difference and a huge 
gap between them. Darkness and light are not equal, neither 
are shade and the sun’s heat. By the same token, the living 
and the dead are not equal. This is the parable Allah makes of 
the believers who are the living, and the disbelievers who are 
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the dead. This is like the Aydt: 
Ag MES AB 5 osy 5 OF A Css WH 
dG oe 
<Is he who was dead and We gave him life and set for him a 
light (of belief) whereby he can walk amongst men - like him 


who is in the (depths of) darkness from which he can never 
come out?> (6:122), 


re bea a “tee rate Rote on ete fee 
$6 625 5 3G al 2G BA ai JED 


<The parable of the two parties is as that of the blind and the 
deaf and the seer and the hearer. Are they equal when 
compared?» (11:24) 


The believer sees and hears, and walks in the light upon a 
straight path in this world and the Hereafter, until he comes 
to settle in Gardens (Paradise) wherein is shade and springs. 
The disbeliever is blind and deaf, walking in darkness from 
which he cannot escape, he is lost in his misguidance in this 
world and the Hereafter, until he end‘, up in fierce hot wind 
and boiling water, and shadow of black smoke, neither cool 
nor good. 


os, 
os 444 4 


455 om Ao af OD 
<Verily, Allah makes whom He wills to hear,> 
means. He guides them to listen to the proof and accept it and 
adhere it. 
aya) de 4 cA U5p 
<but you cannot make hear those who are in graves. 


means, ‘just as the dead cannot benefit from guidance and the 
call to truth after they have died as disbelievers and ended up 
in the graves, so too you cannot help these idolators who are 
decreed to be doomed, and you cannot guide them.’ 


€You are only a warner> means, ‘all you have to do is to convey 
the Message and warn them, and Allah leaves astray whomso- 
ever He wills and guides whomsoever He wills.’ 


142 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
<3 Wash Gh Scio hp 
€Verily, We have sent you with the truth, a bearer of glad 
tidings and a warner. 


means, a bearer of glad tidings to the believers and a warner 
to the disbelievers. 


8 Ga EY a i agp 
And there never was a nation but a warner had passed among 
them >» 


means, there was never any nation among the sons of Adam 
but Allah sent warners to them, and left them with no excuse. 
This is like the Aydt: 
Zeb, 4 a4 weg 
426 29 Bj 33 CA > 
€You are only a warner, and to every people there is a guide> 
(13:7). 
ve og pee % 3 tye es, cose ite i4ent % Noi ft <4 Lo eee een, 
SS ot pid Gal Pacey at bet 5 al Je. 3 CES aahp 
CI 5 SBF HG 


<And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger 
(proclaiming): “Worship Allah, and avoid all false deities." 
Then of them were some whom Allah guided and of them were 
some upon whom the straying was justified» (16:36). 


And there are many similar Aydt. 


CGM lS ER pl os Call CL 5S BS Gp 


€And if they deny you, those before them also denied. Their 
Messengers came to them with clear signs,» 


means, clear miracles and definitive proofs. 
€53b> 
<and with the Scriptures,» means, the Books. 
tcl SIG 
and with the Book giving light.» means, clear and obvious. 
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€Then I took hold of those who disbelieved ,> 


means, ‘despite all of this, they denied the Messengers and the 
Message they brought, so I seized them, i.e., with My 
punishment.’ 


SK KS 


<and how terrible was My denial!» means, ‘how great and intense 
and terrible do you think My punishment was?’ And Allah 
knows best. 
pe ve nw fey ert ores one rarete Te went oe a4 ie <f “os 
ade Salt Gay Tg ke os og Al CS G dgi at Tat 
tS wehee Lee Ste Sie 4 op ceded raed § st pene ” 
ce gal Sl lll ony St Sales GES Gate JS 
nos ° koe at Sy ee ya ° oe mee eg & 4g gone 
Cw bab ies Gl Oy BEEN oe & Sf GE Ae i 


€27, See you not that Allah sends down water from the sky, 
and We produce therewith fruits of various colors, and among 
the mountains are Judad, white and red, of varying colors and 
(others) Gharabib black.} 


428, And likewise, men and moving creature and cattle are of 
various colors. It is only those among His servants who have 
knowledge that fear Allah. Verily, Allah is Almighty, Oft- 
Forgiving .} 


The Perfect Power of Allah 


Allah tells us of His complete and perfect power of creation. He 
tells us how He makes different kinds of things from one 
thing, which is the water that He sends down from the 
heaven. From water He brings forth fruits of various colors, 
yellow, red, green, white and other colors, as we can see in the 
immense variety of their colors, tastes and scents. This is like 
another Ayah where Allah says: 


~, D ae Bere «baer Doe ed 


te, te Fete Bite . “ oe ae te ke ye 
My HA ole 265 die SA fos s Sel ot Cy Shee 3 Us 35} 
Pa Ader oft wae cont GEA. om te rene tatty 
CG SHAY od SAY OS bY JEN a ot be ey J 
€And in the earth are neighbouring tracts, and gardens of 
vines, and green crops, and date palms, growing into two or 
three from a single stem root, or otherwise, watered with the 
same water; yet some of them We make more excellent than 
others to eat. Verily, in these things there are Ayat for the 


fev 
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people who understand .> (13:4) 
GSN xc Fah 5 Son 8 Wall 545 
{and among the mountains are Judad, white and red, of 
varying colors 


means, He created the mountains like this, with different 
colors, as we also see that there are indeed white and red 
mountains, and in some of them there are streaks which are 
also of varying colors. Ibn ‘Abbas said Al-Judad means 
pathways. This was also the view of Abu Malik, Al-Hasan, 
Qatadah and As-Suddi. And there are some mountains which 
are very black. Tkrimah said, “Al-Ghardbib means mountains 
which are high and black. This was also the view of Abu 
Malik, ‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani and Qatadah.'!) Ibn Jarir said, 
“When the Arabs describe something as being very black, they 
say Ghirbib.” 


CBE IE SI HG LK sp 


¢And likewise, men and moving creatures and cattle are of 
various colors .> 


means, the same is true of living creatures too, humans and 
animals, all creatures which walk on their feet, and cattle. 
Here something general is followed by something specific. 
These are all different too, for among mankind there are 
Berbers, Ethiopians and some non-Arabs who are very black, 
and Slavs and Romans who are very white, and the Arabs who 
are in between, and the Indians. Allah says in another Ayah: 


dand the difference of your languages and colors. Verily, in 
that are indeed signs for men of sound knowledge> (30:22). 


Similarly, animals and cattle vary in their colors, even within 
one species, and a single animal may have patches of different 
colors. Blessed be Allah, the Best of creators. 

Allah then says: 


CS epee « St 20 we 
CBE ose Se aif 2 CLD 


Ol at-Tabari 20:461. 
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dit is only those who have knowledge among His servants that 
fear Allah.> 


meaning, only those who have knowledge truly fear Him as He 
should be feared, because the more they know about the 
Almighty, All-Powerful, All-Knowing Who has the most perfect 
attributes and is described with the most beautiful Names, the 
more they will fear Him. 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented on 
the Ayah: 


$y eepee a . fe wer ae 
CIEL oslo Se ait he LOYD 


<lt is only those who have knowledge among His servants that 
fear Allah.> 


those who know that Allah is able to do all things.!! Ibn 
‘Abbas said, “The one among His servants who knows about 
Ar-Rahman, is the one who does not associate anything in 
worship with Him; the one who accepts as lawful that which 
He has permitted and accepts as unlawful that which He has 
prohibited. He obeys His commands and is certain that he will 
meet Him and be brought to account for his deeds. Sa‘id bin 
Jubayr said, “Fear is what stands between you and disobeying 
Allah, may He be glorified.” Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “The 
knowledgeable person is the one who fears Ar-Rahman with 
regard to the Unseen, who likes that which Allah wants him to 
like, and who shuns that which angers Allah.” Then Al-Hasan 
recited: 
Cite Sab Bh Ly WT ate 5 SE CD 
<It is only those among His servants who have knowledge that 
fear Allah. Verily, Allah is Almighty, Oft-Forgiving .> 

Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated from Abu Hayyan At-Taymi from 
a man who said, “It used to be said that the knowledgeable 
are of three types: (first) one who knows Allah and the 
command of Allah, (second) one who knows Allah but does not 
know the command of Allah, and (third) one who knows the 
command of Allah but does not know Allah. The one who 
knows Allah and the command of Allah is the one who fears 


(1) At-Tabari 20 :462. 
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Allah and knows the limits (Hudiid) and the obligatory duties 
(Fara’id). The one who knows Allah but does not know the 
command of Allah is the one who fears Allah but does not 
know the limits (Hudid) and the obligatory duties (Fara ’id). 
The one who knows the command of Allah but does not know 
Allah is the one who knows the limits (Huddd) and the 
obligatory duties (Fard’id) but does not fear Allah.” 
ape (Sd ot thy el a os Je oAg 


_ 429. Verily, those who recite the Book of Allah, and perform 
the Salah, and spend out of what We have provided for them, 
secretly and openly, they hope for a (sure) trade-gain that will 
never perish.> 
430. That He may pay them their wages in full, and give them 
(even) more, out of His grace. Verily, He is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Ready to appreciate.> 


The Muslims will be the Ones Who gain in the Hereafter 


Here Allah tells us that His believing servants, who recite and 
believe in His Book, and do the deeds prescribed in it such as 
establishing regular prayer at the prescribed times, night and 
day, spending (in charity) out of that which Allah has provided 
for them secretly and openly, 


4S STR Sap 
¢they hope for a (sure) trade-gain that will never perish.> 
means, they hope for a reward from Allah which will inevitably 
be theirs. Allah says: 
Cet of Als tial cd 
€That He may pay them their wages in full, and give them 
(even) more, out of His grace.> 


meaning, that He may give them a reward for what they have 
done, and multiply it by adding more, such as has never 
occurred to them. 


45h AD 
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wis {YA EEA Verily, He is Oft- 
evade cstrwes cone Corer .t_ Se || Forgiving,» means, He 
bia alle SiG deste forgives their sins, 
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pa Walshe HIG *isyAugcis |) 4ppreciate.» means, He 
Peay ean ee Pian Wee ee appreciates even a lit- 
35 Ves tle of their good deeds. 
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SASL) BYE Liye oS Ugglse revealed to you of the 


cena Pr peace ee SG -, ||Book, it is the (very) 
_— Sei Sets. pee cg ruth confirming that 
SSS Riise SST which was (revealed) be- 
Seb EN C513 5745 fore it. Verily, Allah is 
ae, iad indeed All-Aware and 
RM GCS NGL [All-Seer of His 
= = servants .> 
The Qur’an is The true Book of Allah 
{ij Ti walih> 
€And what We have revealed to you» - ‘O Muhammad, of the 
Book,’ i.e., the Qur’an, 
4 HO Gat SSH A 


dit is the (very) truth confirming that which was (revealed) 
before it.> 
means, of the previous books. It confirms them just as they 
bore witness to the coming of the Qur’an and that it would be 
sent down from the Lord of the worlds. 


int aS east, if > 


- 
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<Verily, Allah is indeed All-Aware and All-Seer of His 
servants .> 


means, He is All-Aware of them and knows who deserves to 
receive the blessing which He may give to him and not to 
others. the Prophets and the Messengers are favored above the 
rest of mankind, and some of the Prophets were given more 
than others and given higher status than others. The position 
given to Muhammad # is higher than that of all the others, 
may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon them all. 


PS AE 5 Di Bae 5 CHL al cas ay BD 

425 Sal Leal 3 5 “af off, 0ST Gc 
432. Then We gave the Book as inheritance to such of Our 
servants whom We chose. Then of them are some who wrong 
themselves, and of them are some who follow a middle course, 
and of them are some who are, by Allah’s leave, foremost in 


good deeds. That - that is indeed a great grace.> 


The Inheritance of the Qur’an is of three kinds 


Allah says: Then We made those who uphold the Book 
confirming what came before, the one whom We have chosen 
from among Our servants. They are this Ummah, who are 
divided into three types.’ 

Allah says: 


4-4-3) AUG 45> 
«Then of them are some who wrong themselves,> 


these are the ones who are careless about doing some 
obligatory actions, and who commit some forbidden actions. 


¢and of them are some who follow a middle course ,> 


these are the ones who fulfill their obligations and avoid things 
that are forbidden, but they may neglect some good deeds and 
do some things which are disliked. 


rer ee 


Cail ohh SSH GO pod 


¢and of them are some who are, by Allah's leave, foremost in 
good deeds.> 
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these are the ones who do obligatory actions and things which 
are encouraged, and who avoid doing unlawful and disliked 
actions, and avoid some actions which are permissible. 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented on 
the Ayah: 


CE aCe 5 CLS onli Cog GS 


<Then We gave the Book as inheritance to such of Our servants 
whom We chose.> 


“This refers to the Ummah of Muhammad 3%. Allah caused it 
to inherit every Book that He had revealed; those who wrong 
themselves will be forgiven, those who follow a middle course 
will have an easy accounting, and those who are foremost in 
good deeds will enter Paradise without being brought to 
account.” Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani reported from Ibn 
‘Abbas that the Messenger of Allah # said one day: 


cal ty sce BY eis 


‘My intercession will be for those among my Ummah who 
conimit major sins .»” 


Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Those who 
are foremost in good deeds will enter Paradise without being 
brought to account; those who follow a middle course will 
enter Paradise by the mercy of Allah; and those who wrong 
themselves and Ashdb Al-A‘raf?! will enter Paradise by the 
intercession of Muhammad #&."""! 

It was also reported from a number of the Salaf that those 
among this Ummah who wrong themselves are still among 
those whom Allah has chosen, even though they are imperfect 
and fell short [by not adhering to the straight path]. Others 
said that those who wrong themselves are not part of this 
Ummah and are not among those whom Allah has chosen and 
who inherited the Book. The correct view is that they are also 
part of this Ummah. 


0) At-Tabari 20:465. 
'21 See volume four, the Tafsir of Surat Al-A ‘raf [7 :46]. 
3) At-Tabarani 11:189. 
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The Virtues of the Scholars 


The scholars are the most fortunate of people with regard to 
this blessing, and the most entitled to this mercy. Imam 
Ahmad, may Allah have mercy on him, recorded that Qays bin 
Kathir said, “One of the people of Al-Madinah came to Abu Ad- 
Darda’, may Allah be pleased with him, when he was in 
Damascus. [Abu Ad-Darda] said, ‘What brought you here, my 
brother?’ He said, ‘A Hadith which I heard that you narrate 
from the Messenger of Allah #4.’ He said, ‘Have you come for 
trade?’ He said, ‘No.’ He said, ‘Have you come for any other 
reason?’ He said, ‘No.’ He said, ‘Have you come only to seek 
this Hadith?’ He said, ‘Yes.’ He, may Allah be pleased with him 
said, ‘1 heard the Messenger of Allah 3% say: 


Oy fad Sh bb y Jus ar She tke Gs Ally Bb She ty 
se ill pas wih Je sult jeaag all Bb dtl & 2555 
M5 Gee 153 oi ahh Ny tN hy os such oy sis ge 

35 hy daly Sbh 3 bb 185 cy sy, 


«Whoever follows a path to seek knowledge, Allah will show 
him the way to Paradise. The angels lower their wings being 
pleased with the one who seeks knowledge. Whoever is in the 
heavens and on earth, even the fish in the sea, ask for 
forgiveness for the scholar. The superiority of the scholar over 
the worshipper is like that of the moon over all other heavenly 
bodies. The scholars are the heirs of the Prophets, for the 
Prophets did not leave behind Dinars and Dirhams, but they 
left behind knowledge; and whoever receives it, receives an 
abundance of good fortune .v”""! 


It was also reported by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn 
Majah.!! . 
ro Ghee Pers Grohe cad roe * ’, t Be. wr hpor oe Se 
Sas es BB So UO & @ BA GEE gk Be 
56 CES ceil se 5K 5 ey SCN lf 
(' Ahmad 5:196. 
[21 Abu Dawud 4:157, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7 :450, Ibn Majah 1:81. 
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433. ‘Adn (Gardens) will they enter, therein will they be 
adorned with bracelets of gold and pearls, and their garments 
therein will be of silk.> 


434. And they will say: “All praise and thanks be to Allah,. 
Who has removed from us (all) grief. Verily, our Lord is indeed 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate." > 


435. “Who, out of His grace, has lodged us in a home that will 
last forever, where toil will touch us not nor weariness will 
touch us."> 


Allah tells us that those whom He chose among His servants, 
those who inherited the Book which was revealed from the 
Lord of the worlds, will, on the Day of Resurrection, have an 
abode in Everlasting Gardens which they will enter on the Day 
when they are raised anew and meet Allah. 
Bode “7 OE ot. Ee, 
G3 p85 ot al & ts Ged 

therein will they be adorned with bracelets of gold and pearls,> 
It was recorded in the Sahih from Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah #% said: 

‘The ornaments of the believer will reach as far as his 

Wadia’ 2! 


45> G3 aa > 
dand their garments therein will be of silk.» 
For this reason it is forbidden for them (the males) in this 
world, but Allah will permit it for them in the Hereafter. It was 
recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah 3 said: 
el 3 ob Sn 3 sie 
tWhoever wears silk in this world, will not wear it in the 
Hereafter .»!?1 


0) Muslim 1:219. 
(21 Fath Al-Bari 10 :296. This applies only to males. 
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And he 3 said: 
BEV 3 Ss CU 8 A ge 
Wt is for them in this world, and for you in the Hereafter.»'"| 
Ci GE aS ool 4 A usp 
¢And they will say: “All the praises and thanks be to Allah, 
Who has removed from us (all) grief..."> 


which means fear of everything that is feared; it has been 
lifted from us and we have been relieved of all that we used to 
fear of the anxieties of the world and the Hereafter. 

Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and others said, 
“He forgives them for their major sins, and appreciates even 
the smallest of their good deeds.” 

4.45 oe DES 56 CO call 
«Who, out of His grace, has lodged us in a home that will last 
forever,> 


means, ‘Who has given us this position and status out of His 
grace and blessing and mercy, for our good deeds are not 
equivalent to this.’ It was reported in the Sahih that the 
Messenger of Allah # said: 


cZ5hi dee (Se sf Jed gh 
tNone of you will enter Paradise by virtue of his good deeds.» 
They said, “Not even you, O Messenger of Allah?” He said, 
‘Not even me, unless Allah encompasses me with His mercy 
and grace.v'?1 


CAG GISE es D 
where toil will touch us not nor weariness will touch us.> 


means, neither hardship nor exhaustion will touch us. The 
words translated here as “toil” and “weariness” both mean 
exhaustion, as if what is meant by the negation of both is that 


"Fath ALBari 10 :296. 
[21 Fath AL-Bari 10:132. 
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neither their bodies nor their souls will become exhausted; 
and Allah knows best. They used to exhaust themselves in 
worshipping this world, but their obligations will come to an 
end when they enter Paradise, where they will enjoy eternal 
rest and repose. Allah says: 


quod JM 5 ub & Gx oh > 
¢Eat and drink at ease for that which you have sent on before 
you in days past!> (69:24) 
Ge AE SS BS gle ah 9 Bae 36 2S US julb> 
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436. But those who disbelieve, for them will be the fire of Hell. 
Neither will it have a complete killing effect on them so that 


they die nor shall its torment be lightened for them. Thus do 
We requite every disbeliever !> 


437. Therein they will cry: ‘Our Lord! Bring us out, we shall 
do righteous good deeds, not that we used to do." (Allah will 
reply:) “Did We not give you lives long enough, so that 
whosoever would receive admonition could receive it? And the 
warner came to you. So taste you. For the wrongdoers there is 
no helper." 


The Punishment of the Disbeliever and what Their State 
will be in Hell 


Having told us how the blessed will be (in Paradise), Allah now 
starts to tell us what the state of doomed will be. He says: 


QS gb GET A BE SE BG> 


<But those who disbelieve, for them will be the fire of Hell. 
Neither will it have a complete killing effect on them so that 
they die> 


This is like the Ayah: 
4052 VY ie 64 ¥> 
«Wherein he will neither die nor live> (20:74). 
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It was reported in Sahih Muslim that the Messenger of Allah % 
said: 

555 V5 US os 36 al 1 gall 1 Jaf Uh 
‘As for the people of Hell who will dwell therein, they will neither 
live nor die there 0") 
And Allah says: 

CW SHS Ky SEG CE wl aces tsp 


€And they will cry (to the keeper of Hell): O Malik! Let your 
Lord make an end of us."" He will say: “Verily, you shall abide 
forever."’» (43:77). 


When they are in this state, they will think that if only they 
could die, it would be a time of rest for them, but that can 
never happen to them. Allah says: 


ae 68 Sed ae ok ee 8 te ao VP 
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€Neither will it have a complete killing effect on them so that 
they die nor shall its torment be lightened for them .> 


This is like the ete 

es the criminals will be in the torment of Hell to abide 
therein forever. (That) will not be lightened for them, and they 
will be plunged into destruction with deep regrets, sorrows and 
in despair therein .} (43:74-75). 

Oe 54 Pes rane any (goo > 
dwhenever it abates, We shall increase for them the fierceness of 
the Fire> (17:97), and 

Cie KF ob Lp 
So taste you. No increase shall We give you, except in 
torment.> (78:30). 

Then Allah says: 


{ite ¥ of BS} 


(1) Muslim 1:172. 
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Thus do We requite every disbeliever!> 


meaning, this is the recompense of everyone who disbelieved 
in his Lord and denied the truth. 


43 SFbe asd 
€Therein they will cry» means, they will call out in the Fire, 
beseeching Allah with their voices: 


(ibe ofl Bye LEGS 


€Our Lord! Bring us out, we shall do righteous good deeds, 
not that we used to do."} 


which means, they will ask to go back to the worldly life so 
that they can do something different to the first deeds they 
did. But Allah, may He be glorified, knows that if He sent 
them back to this world, they would go back to what they had 
been forbidden to do, and He knows that they are lying, so He 
will not respond to their plea. This is like the Ayah where 
Allah tells us that they will say: 
HE ly BAS 7005 Ol hy SL KOS hs pas ot gv Sh Gp 
CEB ox 
<Then is there any way to get out (of the Fire). (It will be 
said): ‘This is because, when Allah Alone was invoked you 
disbelieved (denied), but when partners were joined to Him, 
you believed!> (40:11,12) 


i.e., ‘there will be no response for you because you were like 
that; if you were to return to this world, you would just go 
back to that which you had been forbidden to do.’ Allah says 
here: 


423 Wily SE a3 HEE bE ELS SN 
<Did We not give you lives long enough, so that whosoever 


would receive admonition could receive it? And the warner 
came to you.> 


meaning, ‘did you not live for long enough in the world that if 
you were to be among those who would benefit from the truth, 
you would have benefited from it during your lifetimes?’ 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said that the Prophet # said: 
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% - 


ot 54h AS Es gate oh gk Me Ss tel ce Sy Sud an ef ah 
co) Jus at 52th) Jus 


‘Allah has left no excuse for the person who lives to be sixty or 
seventy years old; Allah has left no excuse for him; Allah has 
left no excuse for him .o!"! 


Imam Al-Bukhari also recorded, in the Book of Rigdq in his 
Sahih, that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, “The Messenger of Allah #% said: 


tka he i Joe Bl ns 31 Jes an sich 
‘Allah has left no excuse for a man who reaches the age of 
sixty 01 


Ibn Jarir recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah #% said: 
ci 3 oly 552s Ee Bk. Me a ote fn 

iWhoever is granted a long life until the age of sixty, Allah has 

left no excuse for him»! 
This was also recorded by Imam Ahmad and An-NasAai in Ar- 
Rigdq."*) Because this is the age at which Allah removes any 
excuse from His servants, this is the usual age of people in 
this Ummah, as was reported in the Hadith of Abu Hurayrah, 


may Allah be pleased with him, who said, “The Messenger of 
Allah # said: 
ol 2 be oe eatsh. os ne Fea cw ge ses... 
ONS Sos oe ails Saati I GE ge G tl Such 
‘The usual life span in my Ummah is between sixty and 
seventy years, and only a few pass this age.»” 


This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah in the 
Book of Zuhd [of his Sunan].'°! 


42551 SilS> 


I) Ahmad 2:275. 

(2) Fath Al-Bari 11:243. 

IS! at-Tabari 20:478. 

(41 Ahmad 2:417, Tuhfat Al-Ashraf 9 :472. 

(5) At-Tirmdhi no. 3550, Ibn Majah no. 4236. 
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¢And the warner came to you.> It was reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, Tkrimah, Abu Ja‘far Al-Bagir, 
may Allah be pleased with him, Qataédah and Sufyan bin 
‘Uyaynah said, “This means grey hair.”"! As-Suddi and ‘Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, “This means the Messenger 
of Allah 3” and Ibn Zayd recited, 


(HAM 83 
<This is a warner of the (series of) warners of old.» (53:56).!?! 


This is the correct view according to Shayban who narrated 
that Qataddah said, “Proof will be established against them by 
the fact that they lived long enough and that Messengers came 
to them.”3! This is also the view favored by Ibn Jarir, and it is 
the apparent meaning of the Ayah: 


. Hh S 
¢And they will cry (to the keeper of Hell): ‘O Malik! Let your 
Lord make an end of us."" He will say: “Verily, you shall abide 


forever."" Indeed We have brought the truth to you, but most of 
you have a hatred for the truth.>(43:77-78) 


meaning: ‘We showed you the truth clearly through the 
Messengers, but you rejected it and opposed it.’ And Allah says: 


415 48 & ale 6 G5 
¢And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger> (17:15). 


CGA Hoa Hs tw GH 

<Every time a group is cast therein, its keepers will ask: Did 
no warner come to you?" They will say: ‘Yes, indeed a warner 
did come to us, but we denied him and said: ‘Allah never sent 
down anything; you are only in great error’ .""> (67:8-9). 

') al-Baghawi 3:573. 

21 at-Tabari 20 :478. 

(9) Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 7 :32. 
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helper .> 

means, ‘taste the 
punishment of the 
Fire, as a recompense 
for your going against 
the Prophets in all 
your deeds, for today 
you will have no 
helper to save you 
from your fate of 
punishment and 
chains.’ 
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438. Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of the Unseen of the 
heavens and the earth. Verily, He is the All-Knower of that is 
in the breasts .> 


€39. He it is Who has made you successors generations after 
generations in the earth, so whosoever disbelieves, on him will 
be his disbelief. And the disbelief of the disbelievers adds 
nothing but hatred of their Lord. And the disbelief of the 
disbelievers adds nothing but loss.» 


Here Allah tells us that He knows the unseen in the heavens 
and earth, and that He knows all that is hidden and the 
secrets of the hearts. And He tells us that He will reward or 
punish everyone according to his deeds. Then Allah says: 


{Ml g GL KES wail 3 
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¢He it is Who has made you successors generations after 
generations in the earth,> 


meaning, all people succeed one another, generation after 
generation. This is like the Ayah: 


Cai da folie} 
qand makes you inheritors of the earth, generations after 
generations> (27:62). 


<so whosoever disbelieves, on him will be his disbelief.> 


means, he and no one else will have to bear the consequences 
of that. 


0b 9 1 eno e pes Saphii sey DP 


<And the disbelief of the disbelievers adds nothing but hatred of 
their Lord .> 


means, the longer they persist in their disbelief, the more 
Allah hates them, and the longer they persist in it, the more 
they and their families will lose on the Day of Resurrection. 
This is in contrast to the believers, for the longer they live and 
do good deeds, the higher their status in Paradise will be, the 
greater their reward, and the more beloved they will be to their 
Creator. 
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€40. Say: “Have you considered your partners whom you call 
upon besides Allah? Show Me, what they have created of the 
earth, Or have they any share in the heavens? Or have We 
given them a Book, so that they act on clear proof therefrom? 
Nay, the wrongdoers promise one another nothing but 
delusions .""> 


441. Verily, Allah grasps the heavens and the earth lest they 
should move away from their places, and if they were to move 
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away from their places, there is not one that could grasp them 
after Him. Truly, He is Ever Most Forbearing, Oft-Forgiving.> 


The Helplessness of the false gods and the Power of 
Allah 
Allah tells His Messenger #% to say to the i 
458 ais op SE Sl MEE B55 
Have you considered your partners whom you call upon 
besides Allah?> 
the idols and rivals. 
4G 4 a Ka | ONT 5. YEG agi> 
«Show Me what they have created of the earth. Or have they 
any share in the heavens?> 
meaning, they have nothing at all of that, they do not possess 
even the membrane Nene ue stone of a date. 
dts oy Je oe OS eel 3 
<Or have We given them a is so that they act on clear proof 
therefrom?» 


meaning, ‘have We revealed to them a Book on which they 
base their Shirk and disbelief?’ This is not the case at all. 


45Gb Vs phe Spuslsh 35 oy Sp 


«Nay, the wrongdoers promise one another nothing but 
delusions .> 


means, they are merely following their own whims, opinions 
and wishes which are their personal desires, and they are no 
more than misguidance and falsehood. 

Then Allah tells us of His mighty power, by which the 
heavens and the earth stand by His command, and the forces 
that He has placed between them to hold them. He says: 


5 J ANG opal ut at 4p 
<Verily, Allah grasps the heavens and the earth lest they should 
move away from their places,> 


means, lest they should shift from where they are. This is like 
the Ayat: 
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disik YL oN & GE ot teal 2p 
¢He withholds the heaven from falling on the earth except by 
His leave> (22:65), and 


£ Ble ger aie od ase 
qa vol, 4 » J zatule Res 2 


¢And among His signs is that the heaven and the earth stand 
by His command} (30:25). 


inia Sh be KT TG ogy 
¢and if they were to move away from their places, there is not 
one that could grasp them after Him.> 


means, no one can make them stay and preserve them except 
Him. He is Ever Most Forbearing and Oft-Forgiving because He 
sees His servants disbelieving in Him and disobeying Him, yet 
He is patient and gives them time, He waits and does not 
hasten the punishment, and He conceals the faults of others 
and forgives them. He says: 

46 CE AD 


7 


<Truly, He is Ever Most Forbearing, Oft-Forgiving.> 

px GG GAT oy & ol BSG 5a BE od GSI ue St Uh 
hat SH 2G I 5 MT g OR tis a oo 
Bg SSE dt 8 ST aa at 
442. And they swore by Allah their most binding oath that if a 
warner came to them, they would be more guided than any of 
the nations; yet when a warner came to them, it increased in 
them nothing but flight (from the truth).> 


€43. (They took to flight because of their) arrogance in the land 
and their plotting of evil. But the evil plot encompasses only 
him who makes it. Then, can they expect anything (else) but 
the Sunnah (way of dealing) of the peoples of old? So, no 
change will you find in Allah's Sunnah, and no turning off will 
you find in Allah's Sunnah.> 
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They longed for a Warner to come, but when He came, 
They disbelieved in Him 


Allah tells us how Quraysh and the Arabs swore by Allah their 
most binding oath before the Messenger 3% came to them, 


CoAT iy be ah BSS 58 A Sd 
<that if a warner came to them, they would be more guided 
than any of the nations ;> 


i.e., than any of the nations to whom Messengers had been 
sent. This was the view of Ad-Dahhak and others. This is like 
the Ayat: 

Wine pecs ST 5 OS oe CAL & List JA Hy HS cp 

pea op EG ete ME aN SS easii e A 

Ue 5155 He OM 2% A Gs ss its 

<Lest you (pagan Arabs) should say: ‘‘The Book was sent down 
only to two sects before us, and for our part, we were in fact 
unaware of what they studied.” Or lest you should say: “If 
only the Book had been sent down to us, we would surely have 
been better guided than they.”” So, now has come unto you a 
clear proof from your Lord, and a guidance and a mercy. Who 
then does more wrong than one who rejects the Ayat of Allah 
and turns away therefrom?> (6:156-157) 
Sy YS WES At ste BL GT GG te AS MS BE od 
¢And indeed they (Arab pagans) used to say: “If we had a 
reminder as had the men of old, We would have indeed been the 
chosen servants of Allah!" But they disbelieve therein, so they 
will come to know!> (37:167-170) 


Allah says: 
35 pk Cap 
dyet when a warner came to them,» - meaning, Muhammad 2 
with the Book revealed to him, i.e., the Clear Qur’an, 
€ish Sy 5 
¢it increased in them nothing but flight (from the truth) .> 
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means, they only increased in their disbelief. Then Allah 
explains this further: 
4a 3 SE LI> 

<(They took to flight because of their) arrogance in the land> 

means, they were too arrogant to follow the signs of Allah. 
sai 5 
¢and their plotting of evil.» means, they plotted to prevent people 
from following the path of Allah. 
eth Sh ba S32 
€But the evil plot encompasses only him who makes it.> 


means, the evil consequences of that will come back upon 
them and not on others. 


CGM LY alts Jd 
<Then, can they expect anything (else) but the Sunnah (way of 
dealing) of the peoples of old?> 


meaning, the punishment of Allah for disbelieving in His 
Messengers and going against His command. 


2 4e 


485 at hs 18 Sy 
¢and no turning off will you find in Allah's Sunnah.> 
means, it does not change or alter, and this is what happens 
to every disbeliever. 
443 af 2s 12 SY 
¢and no turning off will you find in Allah's Sunnah.> means, 
C5 KN HSE yp 
<But when Allah wills a people's punishment, there can be no 
turning back of it} (13:11). 


This means, no one can remove that from them or ward it off 
from them. And Allah knows best. 
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Ever All-Seer of His 


servants .> 


Remember the Bad Consequences of disbelieving in the 
Prophets 


Allah says: ‘say, O Muhammad, to these people who disbelieve 
the Message you have brought: travel in the land and see what 
was the punishment of those who disbelieved the Messengers, 
how Allah destroyed them completely, and a similar (end awaits) 
the disbelievers. See how their homes were emptied of them and 
how they tost everything after living in luxury and being so 
numerous and so well equipped, and having so much wealth and 
so many children. All of that was of no avail to them and could 
not protect them in the slightest from the punishment of Allah 
when the command of the Lord came. Nothing is impossible for 
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Him when He wants it to happen in the heavens or on earth.’ 
428 tse OK A> 

<Verily, He is All-Knowing, All-Able.> Gries He knows all that 

exists and is able to do all things. 


The Wisdom behind delaying the Punishment 
Then Allah says: 
65 wis FABLE AS HLL ID 

<And if Allah were to punish men for that which they earned, 

He would not leave a moving creature on the surface of the 

earth ;> 
meaning, if He were to punish them for all of their sins, He 
would destroy all the people of the earth and all that they own 
of livestock and crops. 

Said bin Jubayr and As-Suddi commented on the Ayah: 


4251 4 GUE FAS OD 
¢He would not leave a moving creature on the surface of the earth ;> 
“This means, He would have stopped sending rain to them, 
and all the animals would have died as a result.” 
€LS fo hy ES SY 
<but He gives them respite to an appointed term,> 


means, but He is delaying until the Day of Resurrection, when 
He will bring them to account and will reward or punish each 
one according to his deeds: He will reward those who obeyed 
Him and will punish those who disobeyed Him. He says: 
Klean, 6 dl OG I Ae > 
and when their term comes, then verily, Allah is Ever All- 
Seer of His servants .> 
This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Fatir. All praise and 
gratitude is due to Allah. 
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The Tafsir of Surah Ya Sin 
(Chapter - 36) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 


The Virtues of Sirah Ya Sin 


Al-Hafiz Abu Ya‘la recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah 3 said: 


0S pgs anol Sed es BR Ss 1B ts bys coldly ii ie 
«Whoever recites Ya Sin in the night, will wake up forgiven, 
and whoever recites Ha Mim in which Ad-Dukhan (the Smoke) 
is mentioned, will wake up forgiven.» 
Its chain of narration is good (Jayyid) .") 
Ibn Hibban recorded in his Sahih that Jundub bin ‘Abdullah, 


may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah 
#2 said: 


0 5b Jeg % a ty we L1G i 
«Whoever recites Ya Sin in the night, seeking the Face of 
Allah, will be forgiven .»!?! 
rai _ SI ats 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 


4 eke 0 BE ce decree gr ee CI BLA eS DBT Rue ete, 
Ve pS! & Sal S ad pss os HOE Sal EO 5s 


(1) Musnad Abi Ya‘la, 11:93. These two narrations are not authentic. 


As for Ibn Kathir saying that the chain from Abu Hurayrah is good, 
it is narrated by him from Al-Hasan, which is a link that is not 
verified by the scholars of Hadith. So Ibn Hajar (At-Tagrib) said, “Al- 
Hasan did not hear from Abu Hurayrah.” Perhaps [bn Kathir was of 
the opinion that it was possible that he did. 


(2) Ibn Hibban 4:121. 


—_ 


8 Tafsir Tn Kathir 
€1. Ya Sin.> 
<2. By the Qur'an, full of wisdom,> 
<3. Truly, you are one of the Messengers,> 
<4. On the straight path.> 
€5. Sent down by the Almighty, the Most Merciful ,> 


€6. In order that you may warn a people whose forefathers were 
not warned, so they are heedless.> 


<7. Indeed the Word has proved true against most of them, so 
they will not believe .> 


The Messenger 3% was sent as a Warner 


We have already discussed the individual letters at the 
beginning of Surat Al-Bagarah. 


425,851 sip 


€By the Qur'an, full of wisdom> means, Al-Muhkam (perfect) 
which falsehood cannot come to from before it or behind it.! 


<ai> 


€Truly, youd means, O Muhammad, 


Cpe Le & paca > 


are one of the Messengers, on the straight path.> 


means, following a straight methodology and religion, and an 
upright Law. 


tel al b> 
<Sent down by the Almighty, the Most Merciful .> 


means, this path which you have brought is a revelation from 
the Lord of might Who is Most Merciful to His believing 
servants. This is like the Ayah: 


BAT § U5 opal gt A ill ail bie et Be Sh od disp 
4 NI 48 St 4 I 
€And verily, you are indeed guiding (mankind) to the straight 


''l See Sirah Fussilat 41:42. 
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path. The path of Allah to Whom belongs all that is in the 
heavens and all that is on the earth. Verily, to Allah all matters 
return.> (42:52-53). 


Citas ps SEU Sal EGS Jd 
qin order that you may warn a people whose forefathers were 
not warned, so they are heedless.> 


This refers to the Arabs, for no warner had come to them 
before him. The fact that they alone are mentioned does not 
mean that others are excluded, just as mentioning some 
individuals does not mean that all others are excluded. We 
have already mentioned the Aydt and Mutawatir Hadiths 
which state that the mission of the Prophet #% is universal, 
when we discussed the meaning of the Ayah: 


D5 cE Bt S25 Sy At ly > 


<Say: “O mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as the 
Messenger of Allah."> (7:158). 


<p & Sal S ap 
<Indeed the Word has proved true against most of them,> 


Ibn Jarir said, “The punishment has become inevitable for 
most of them, because Allah has decreed in the Mother of the 
Book (Al-Lawh Al-Mahfidz) that they will not believe. 


5p Y aid 
so they will not believe.> in Allah, or in His Messengers.!"! 
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<8. Verily, We have put on their necks iron collars reaching to 
the chins, so that their heads are raised up.> 
49. And We have put a barrier before them, and a barrier 


(1 At-Tabari 20 :492. 
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behind them, and We have covered them up, so that they 
cannot see .> 


€10. It is the same to them whether you warn them or you 
warn them not, they will not believe .> 


€11. You can only warn him who follows the Reminder, and 
fears the Most Gracious unseen. Bear you to such one the glad 
tidings of forgiveness, and a generous reward.> 

€12. Verily, We give life to the dead, and We record that 
which they send before (them), and their traces and all things 
We have recorded with numbers in Imam Mubin (a Clear 
Book) .> 


The State of Those Who are decreed to be among the 
Doomed 

Allah says: In the case of those who are decreed to be among 
the doomed, when it comes to the matter of being guided, We 
have made them like a person who has a chain around his 
neck and whose hands are tied together beneath his chin so 
that his head is lifted up.’ As Allah says: 


€ipnd > 


so that their heads are raised up.» Mentioning the chains around 
the neck is sufficient and there is no need to mention the 
hands, although they are referred to by implication. Al-‘Awfi 
said, narrating from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, concerning the Ayah: 
Bane oS GN I G4 ail patel a Gp 
Verily, We have put on their necks iron collars reaching to the 
chins, so that their heads are raised up.> 
This is like the Ayah: 
ddue J Ae an je Gp 
€And let not your hand be tied (like a miser) to your 
neck>(17:29), 


meaning that their hands are tied to their necks and they 
cannot stretch them forth in order to do any goad deeds,!'! 


0) At-Tabari 20:494. 
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ct BD 


¢so that their heads are raised up.» according to Mujahid it means 
their heads are raised, and their hands are placed over their 
mouths,!") so they are restrained from doing anything good. 


4E= py al & & Hsp 
<And We have put a barrier before them,» Mujahid said, “Between 
them and the truth.” 


4 yk 559 
qand a barrier behind them,» Mujahid said, “Between them and 


the truth, so they are confused.”*! Qatadah said, “They move 
from one form of misguidance to another.”*! 

FG 
¢and We have covered them up,» means, ‘We have blinded their 
eyes to the truth.’ 

aaa J BD 
qso that they cannot see.» means, they cannot benefit from 
goodness or be guided to it. Ibn Jarir said, “It was narrated 
from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, that he used 
to recite “Fa a‘shaynadhum’” [instead of Fa’aghshayndhum|, from 
Al-‘Ashad (weakness of the sight, blindness), which is a 
complaint of the eye.”*! 

‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, “Allah placed this 

barrier between them and Islam and Iman, so that they will 
never reach it,” and he recited: 


Wy SF Be Sem re HS Math V ay See ape cle all HD 
4B 0 GG 
<Truly, those, against whom the Word (wrath) of your Lord 
has been justified, will not believe, Even if every sign should 
come to them, until they see the painful torment .> (10:96-97). 


(1) At-Tabari 20:494. 
2] At-Tabari 20:495. 
[3] At-Tabari 20:495. 
4] At-Tabari 20:496. 
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Then he said, “Whoever has been prevented by Allah, will 
never be able.”!!! 


Tkrimah said, “Abu Jahl said, If I see Muhammad, I will do 
such and such.’ Then Allah revealed: 


4504 pytel a GS p> 
€ Verily, We have put on their necks iron collars...» up to: 
tana, ScD 
<so that they cannot see.>” 


He said, “They used to say, ‘Here is Muhammad,’ and he 
would say, ‘Where is he? Where is he?’ And he would not be 
able to see him.” Ibn Jarir also recorded this.!?! 


€0G8 V iad St bal oe ths 
€It is the same to them whether you warn them or you warn 
them not, they will not believe.> 


means, Allah has decreed that they will be misguided, so 
warning them will not help them and will not have any effect 
on them. Something similar has already been seen at the 
beginning of Surat Al-Bagarah,'*) and Allah also says: 

450 Yi OG 
4Truly, those, against whom the Word (wrath) of your Lord 
has been justified, will not believe, Even if every sign should 
come to them, until they see the painful torment.>(10:96-97). 


tsa ig DD 
You can only warn him who follows the Reminder,> 
means, ‘only the believers will benefit from your warning, 

those who follow the Reminder,’ which is the Qur’an. 


tera 


ok St Ghd 
€and fears the Most Gracious unseen.» means, even when no one 


(1 At-Tabari 20:495. 
[21 bid. Ikrimah (the freed slave) was not a witness to such events. 
[31 See volume one, the Tafsir of Sarat Al-Baqarah [2:6]. 


Sitrah 36. Ya Sin (8 - 12) (Part-22) 173 


sees him except Allah, may He be blessed and exalted, he 
knows that Allah is watching him and sees what he does. 


Fer oe. ols 
<Bear you to such one the glad sidings of ‘forgiveness,> i.e., of his sins, 


€ pS po 


¢and a generous reward.> means, one that is vast and great and 
beautiful. This is like the Ayah: 


arte “f Saas Al salt By pee ea ap 


<Verily, those who fear their Lord unseen, theirs will be 
forgiveness and a great reward .> (67:12). 


45H ZS 52 Gp 


<Verily, We give life to the dead,» means, on the Day of 
Resurrection. This also indicates that Allah gives life to the 
heart of whomever He wills among the disbelievers, those whose 
hearts have died in misguidance, by guiding them after that to 
the truth. As Allah says after mentioning hardness of the heart: 


$775 5a has SEG AT IE SY os GA A a? SA uet> 


‘icine: that Allah gives life to the earth after its death! Indeed 
We have made clear the Ayat to you, that you may 
understand .> (57:17) 


417.5 Gress > 


¢and We record that which they send before (them),}> means, 
their deeds. 
4525515 

and their traces» means, ‘We write down the deeds which they 
used to do themselves, and, the legacy they left behind, so We 
will requite them for that: if it is good, then We will reward 
them, and if it is evil, then We will punish them.’ This is like 
the Hadith: 


7 ew be 


tye ott fe le bee Ye BE eel AOE Re eee A ov 
S35) le OW Bee Et Nie 35 3 na tls, 2 Gal Uf 
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WES NSS be Galli OF be oat be We het 4 5443 
‘Whoever starts (or sets an example of) something good in 
Islam, will have a reward for it, and a reward equal to that of 
everyone who does it after him, without that detracting from 
their reward in the slightest. Whoever starts (or sets an example 
of) something evil in Islam, will bear the burden for that, and a 
burden equal to that of everyone who does it after him, without 
that detracting from their burden in the slightest.» 


This was recorded by Muslim from Jarir bin ‘Abdullah Al- 
Bajali, may Allah be pleased with him in which is detailed a 
story of the people from the Mudar tribe, who were wearing 
woollen rags."! Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this Hadith in full 
from Jarir bin ‘Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him. In it 
the Prophet #% then recited: 


Ps YU Ces 
qand We record that which they send before (them), and their 
traces> 


Muslim also recorded it with a different chain of narration.!?! 

There is also another Hadith recorded in Sahih Muslim from 
Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, who said, “The 
Messenger of Allah % said: 


cite wy Sy GE ole fe est bY his shih 6a 3 Su bp 
, teil Sp BNE Bo NS 2h; 
‘When the son of Adam dies, all his deeds come to an end 
except three: knowledge which is beneficial to others, a 
righteous child who prays for him, or ongoing charity which he 
leaves behind, v5! 


Sufyan Ath-Thawri reported that Abu Sa‘id said, “I heard 
Mujahid say concerning the Ayah: 


('l Muslim 2:704. 

21 Muslim 2:706. See no. 2353 in the Book of Zakdh, which is the 
chain of narrators Ibn Kathir is referring to. The Ayah in question 
is recited in the Hadith recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim in explanation of 
this Ayah, not the version of Muslim. 

5) Muslim 3:1255. 
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5555 5 CES SN 8 SZ Op 
<Verily, We give life to the dead, and We record that which 
they send before (them), and their traces> 


‘What they left behind of misguidance.’ ” 
Ibn Abi Najih and others said, narrating from Mujahid: 


5 
<that which they send before (them),> “Their deeds.” 
55565 


¢and their tracesp. He said, “Their footsteps.”'! This was also 
the view of Al-Hasan and Qatadah. 


qa Shy 
éand their tracesp means their footsteps.'?! 


Qatadah said, “If Allah were to have neglected anything with 
regard to you, O son of Adam, He would have neglected what 
the wind could remove of these footsteps.”9) But He takes 
into account the footsteps of the son of Adam and all his 
deeds; He even takes into account these footsteps and whether 
they are for the purpose of obeying Allah or disobeying Him. 
So, whoever can have his footsteps recorded for the purpose of 
obeying Allah, let him do that. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir bin ‘Abdullah, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said, “There was an empty area around 
the Masjid, and Banu Salamah wanted to move to be closer to 
the Masjid. When the Messenger of Allah # heard about that, 
he said to them: 


Sans Hos 1 lass Nose Sci weal ron 
«I have heard that you want to move close to the Masjid.» 
They said, ‘Yes, O Messenger of Allah, that is what we want.’ 
He #@ said: 


(1) At-Tabari 20 :497. 
2] At-Tabari 20 :499. 
3] at-Tabari 20 :499. 


176 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
CS 5 LS 1352 ASHE ES S5e I 


*O Banu Salamah, stay where you are, and your footsteps will 
be recorded, stay where you are, and your footsteps will be 
recorded .v"4I 


This was also recorded by Muslim from Jabir, may Allah be 
pleased with him.!! 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said, “A man died in Al-Madinah and the 
Prophet #% prayed over him, and said, 


ealye 2 SU 2d o 


‘Would that he had died somewhere other than in his place of 
birth!» 

A man among the people said, ‘Why, O Messenger of 
Allah?’ The Messenger of Allah # said: 


SoH ool he Hoyt oT 5 ols 2 BAF JED Op 
‘When a man dies somewhere other than in his place of birth, 
it will be measured for him from where he was born to where 


his footsteps no longer appear, (and this is the space that will be 
allocated for him) in Paradise.v'*! 


It was also recorded by An-Nasaii and Ibn Majah.4! 

Ibn Jarir narrated that Thabit said, “I was walking with Anas 
and I began to walk quickly. He took my hand and we walked 
slowly, and when we had finished praying, Anas said, 1 
walked with Zayd bin Thabit and I was walking quickly, and 
he said: O Anas! Do you not feel that your footsteps are being 
written down?’ 15 

There is no contradiction between this and the first report, 
on the contrary, this indicates the same thing somewhat more 
forcefully. Because these footsteps are being recorded, then 
those which are setting an example, whether good or bad, are 


0) Ahmad 3:332. 

[2] Muslim 1 1462. 

(31 Ahmad 2:177. 

4] An-Nasai 4:7, Ibn Majah 1:515. 
IS] At-Tabari 20 :498. 
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= age 


> | Allah also says: 

BOL | dt ce us Bp 
tack 

¢(And remember) the Day when We shall call together all 


human beings with their (respective) Imam (record of good and 
bad deeds)> (17:71). 


meaning the Book of their deeds which will testify as to their 
deeds, whether they were good or bad. This is like the Aydt. 


4IGG Sh ahs CES Eetsd 


¢and the Book will be placed (open), and the Prophets and the 
witnesses will be brought forward} (39:69), and 


F Sell OS 36 OS OBES a Gd Sas GB CaS Ed 


(1) At-Tabari 20 :499. 
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404 5 Ab Y for the wht Gch Sh aS SG Sas 38 
¢And the Book (one's Record) will be placed, and you will see 
the criminals, fearful of that which is (recorded) therein. They 
will say: ‘Woe to us! What sort of Book is this that leaves 
neither a small thing nor a big thing, but has recorded it with 
numbers!" And they will find all that they did, placed before 
them, and your Lord treats no one with injustice.» (18:49). 
LES oat ol El y aegioal ut 4 ga Oot ie A tab 


oe 35 GAG ae SS AAT i rots Ky hs ie, GH 

Quy Ee ales Sh he Saw YB gy 
qi agi 

413. And put forward to them a similitude; the Dwellers of the 

Town, when there came Messengers to them.» 

<14. When We sent to them two Messengers, they denied them 

both; so We reinforced them with a third, and they said: 

“Verily, we have been sent to you as Messengers .''> 

€15. They said: “You are only human beings like ourselves, 

and the Most Gracious has revealed nothing. You are only 

telling lies .'"> 

416. The Messengers said: ‘Our Lord knows that we have been 

sent as Messengers to you,"’> 


417. “And our duty is only to convey plainly .""> 


The Story of the Dwellers of the Town and Their 
Messengers, a Lesson that Those Who belied Their 
Messengers were destroyed 
Allah says, ‘O Muhammad, tell your people who disbelieve in 
you,’ 
RSAC esl 3 acall Cort Sep 

qa similitude; the Dwellers of the Town, when there came 

Messengers to them.> 
In the reports that he transmitted from Ibn ‘Abbas, Ka‘b Al- 
Ahbar and Wahb bin Munabbih - Ibn Ishaq reported that it 
was the city of Antioch, in which there was a king called 
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Antiochus the son of Antiochus the son of Antiochus, who 
used to worship idols. Allah sent to him three Messengers, 
whose names were Sadiq, Saddq and Shalaim, and he 
disbelieved in them.') It was also narrated from Buraydah bin 
Al-Husayb, ‘Ikrimah, Qatadah and Az-Zuhri that it was 
Antioch.'7|_ Some of the Imams were not sure that it was 
Antioch, as we shall see below after telling the rest of the 
story, if Allah wills. _ 
MLSS poh CN 
<When We sent to them two Messengers, they denied them 
both ;> 


means, they hastened to disbelieve in them. 
E315, ad 


¢so We reinforced them with a third,» means, ‘We supported and 
strengthened them with a third Messenger.’ Ibn Jurayj narrated 
from Wahb bin Sulayman, from Shu‘ayb Al-Jaba'i, “The names 
of the first two Messengers were Sham‘tin and Yuhannéa, and 
the name of the third was Bulus, and the city was Antioch 
(Antakiyah). 


{Ls 
qand they said> means, to the people of that city, 
53 5 Op 

<Verily, we have been sent to you as Messengers.> 
meaning, ‘from your Lord Who created you and Who 
commands you to worship Him Alone with no partners or 
associates.’ This was the view of Abu Al-‘Aliyah. Qatadah bin 
Di‘amah claimed that they were messengers of the Messiah, 
peace be upon him, sent to the people of Antioch. 

dicks 25 ZIT ip 
<They said: ‘You are only human beings like ourselves...''} 

means, ‘so how could you receive revelation when you are 


(1) At-Tabari 20:500. 
2] at-Tabari 20:500. 
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human beings and we are human beings, so why do we not 
receive revelation like you? If you are Messengers, you should 
be angels.’ This is like what many of the nations said who 
disbelieved, as Allah has told us in the Ayah: 


442 AS col AS a Hs, A, aus> 


€That was because there came to them their Messengers with 
clear proofs, but they said: ‘Shall mere men guide us?"'> 
(64:6) 
meaning that they were amazed by that and they denied it. 
And Allah says: 


ib Gi ey ak ee US NAR Oe 7S Sy 2 Bap 


diya gly 
€They said: ‘You are no more than human beings like us! You 


wish to turn us away from what our fathers used to worship. 
Then bring us a clear authority.""> (14:10). 


And Allah tells us that they said: 
<"If you were to obey a human being like yourselves, then 
verily, you indeed would be losers.'’} (23:34). 

And Allah says: 

C0555 (5 SF CABG IS AGT AR y EE A HOTS 
¢And nothing prevented men from believing when the guidance 
came to them, except that they said: ‘Has Allah sent a man as 
(His) Messenger?’' (17:94). 

These people said: 


Yo 6 OG Vi a ot» ST GAG ct S75 yy ZIG 
4S Kh 


€You are only human beings like ourselves, and the Most 
Gracious has revealed nothing. You are only telling lies." The 
Messengers said: ‘Our Lord knows that we have been sent as 
Messengers to you."’> 


This means that the three Messengers answered them saying: 
“Allah knows that we are His Messengers to you. If we were 
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lying, He would have taken the utmost vengeance against us, 
but He will cause us to prevail and will make us victorious 
against you, and you will come to know whose will be the 
happy end in the Hereafter.” This is like the Ayah: 


isan cal LaNG cat yo ais hs fees oh ak LE SD 
woe Paed - 74 oe fare - “ce 

Cay 02 Ag ah WAZ; yutit 

<Say: “Sufficient is Allah for a witness between me and you. 
He knows what is in the heavens and on earth.” And those who 


believe in falsehood, and disbelieve in Allah, it is they who are 
the losers.» (29:52) 


aii ani Vy EE > 
¢And our duty is only to convey plainly .> 
means, ‘all we have to do is to convey to you the Message with 
which we have been sent; if you obey, then happiness will be 
yours in this world and the Hereafter, and if you do not 


respond, you will soon know the consequences of that.’ And 
Allah knows best. 


Ne A ok POS Pin 5 «Bee 
a 55, ss 44 b Sen) of : 
<€18. They (people) said: ‘For us, we see an evil omen from 


you; if you cease not, we will surely stone you, and a painful 
torment will touch you from us."> 


€19. They (Messengers) said: “Your evil omens be with you! 
Because you are admonished? Nay, but you are a_ people 
mischievous .""> 


Then the people of the city said to them, 

& GG oD 
¢For us, we see an evil omen from you;> meaning, ‘we do not see 
in your faces any sign of good for our lives.’ Qatadah said, 
“They were saying, ‘if something bad befalls us, it will be 


because of you.’”] Mujahid said, “They were saying: People 
like you never enter a town, but its people are punished.” 


(1 At-Tabari 20 :502. 
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if you cease not, we will surely stone you,> Qatadah said, “By 
throwing stones at you.”!!! 


42H he & Koy 
¢and a painful torment will touch you from us.> 
means, a severe punishment. Their Messengers said to them: 
Ka Baby 
€Your evil omens be with you!) meaning, ‘they are thrown back 


at you.’ This is like the Ayah where Allah describes the people 
of Fir‘awn: 


Cy hal os crt Wa Si pad ob os U6 Acct 2H p> 

4a Se pS 
€But whenever good came to them, they said: “Ours is this." 
And if evil afflicted them, they ascribed it to evil omens 


connected with Miisa and those with him. Be informed! Verily, 
their evil omens are with Allah} (7:131). 


And the people of Salih said: 
tail ke Sach J Ses os HD 

<"We augur ill omen from you and those with you." He said: 
“Your ill omen is with Allah.""> (27:47) 

And Allah said: 
B hse bs oh US ES ES ob Bl xe & ot UR ES ed > 

46S Sts 536 Y SBI SS OG SH ne  ¥ 

¢And if some good reaches them, they say, ‘'This is from 
Allah,” but if some evil befalls them, they say, ‘This is from 
you.” Say: “All things are from Allah," so what is wrong with 


these people that they fail to understand any word?> (4:78) 
od ot oer gw Fle os 
4535 os Sl i Deh ofp 
€(Do you call it “evil omen") because you are admonished? 


() At-Tabari 20:502. 
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Nay, but you are a people mischievous.> 


means, ‘because of us, because we admonished you and told 
you to worship Allah Alone and with all sincerity, and in 
return you said what you said and threatened us. Nay, but 
you are a mischievous people.’ Qatadah said, “This means, 
‘Because we reminded you about Allah, you saw an evil omen 
in us. Nay, but you are a mischievous people’.”!!! 


eee Fo ee Ef aac eat 8 Boe 4 ee Boe we ote ee ew 
Sis ¥ x IS act At 3s IG 5 de at at Bp 
wis on Bh OGRSF ay Gols oa MY got (mete a GI 


TPs ae VC Ee te 


i on & OY AL te te oy Ley 
A ft 3 Lefer Sa % pes 56 yb Y pe ony oy ol pCa 


€20. And there came a man running from the farthest part of 
the town. He said, “‘O my people! Obey the Messengers ."’> 


€21. “Obey those who ask no wages of you, and who are 
rightly guided .""» 

€22. “And why should I not worship Him Who has created me 
and to Whom you shall be returned ."'> 


€23. ‘Shall I take besides Him gods? If the Most Gracious 
intends me any harm, their intercession will be of no use for me 
whatsoever, nor can they save me."'> 


€24. “Then verily, I should be in plain error."> 
€25. “Verily, I have believed in your Lord, so listen to me!"'> 


Quoting what reached him from Ibn ‘Abbas, Ka‘b Al-Ahbar and 
Wahb bin Munabbih - Ibn Ishaq reported that, “The people of 
the city resolved to kill their Messengers, then a man came 
running to them from the farthest part of the town, i-e., to 
help them against his people. They said, his name was Habib, 
and he used to work with ropes. He was a sickly man who 
suffered from leprosy, and he was very charitable, giving half 
of his earnings in charity, and his Fitrah (natural inclination) 
was sound.”?! Shabib bin Bishr said, narrating from ‘Ikrimah, 
from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, that the 
name of the man mentioned in Ya Sin was Habib An-Najjar, 


(1 At-Tabari 20 :504. 
(2) at-Tabari 20:504. 
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and he was killed by his people. 
ancl IAS 3a Jed 
¢He said: ‘‘O my people! Obey the Messengers.""> 


- he urged his people to follow the Messengers who had come 
to them. 


6d Kes 1 ita 


<Obey those who ask no wages of you,> means, ‘for the Message 
which they convey to you, and they are rightly-guided in what 
they are calling you to, the worship of Allah Alone with no 
partner or associate.’ 


- 


4555 oil 1 ¥ 3 sp 
<And why should I not worship Him Who has created me> 
means, ‘and what is there to stop me from sincerely 


worshipping the One Who has created me, and worshipping 
Him Alone, with no partner or associate?’ 


€SpG 55> 
¢and to Whom you shall be returned.» means, ‘on the Day of 
Resurrection, when He will requite you for your deeds: if they 
are good then you will be rewarded and if they are evil then you 
will be punished.’ 
Cie ais on JED 


<Shall I take besides Him gods?} This is a rhetorical question 
intended to rebuke and chastise. 


- 


dosdas YES as ge SEY pl ERD 3s p> 
<If the Most Gracious intends me any harm, their intercession 
will be of no use for me whatsoever, nor can they save me.> 
means, ‘these gods whom you worship instead of Him possess 
no power whatsoever, if Allah wills me some harm,’ 
CI, 5 Aste SD 


qnone can remove it but He> (6:17). These idols can neither 
cause any harm nor bring any benefit, and they cannot save 
me from the predicament I am in.’ 
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dad Ho oY od 


<Then verily, I should be in plain error.» means, ‘if 1 were to take 
them as gods instead of Allah.’ 


Cope Ky 22n > 
<Verily, I have believed in your Lord, so listen to me!> 


Ibn Ishaq said, quoting from what had reached him from Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Ka‘b and Wahb, “He 
said to his people: 


Ky, tat => 


<‘Verily, I have believed in your Lord» in Whom you have 
disbelieved, 


qo pici> 


4so listen to me!>’ means, listen to what I say.”"! Or it may be 
that he was addressing the Messengers when he said: 


45, ta => 


<Verily, I have believed in your Lord,» meaning, ‘Who has sent 
you,’ 
€ynct> 

¢so listen to me!> meaning, ‘bear witness to that before Him.’ 
This was narrated by Ibn Jarir, who said, “And others said that 
this was addressed to the Messengers, and he said to them: 
‘Listen to what I say and bear witness to what I say before my 
Lord, that I have believed in your Lord and have followed you.’ 
This interpretation is more apparent, and Allah knows best. Ibn 
Ishaq said, quoting from what had reached him from Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Ka‘b and Wahb, ‘When 
he said that, they turned on him as one, and killed him at 
once, and he had no one to protect him from that.’"?) Qatadah 
said, “They started to stone him while he was saying, ‘O Allah, 
guide my people for they do not know, and they kept stoning 
him until he died a violent death, and he was still praying for 


(1) At-Tabari 20 :507. 
[2] At-Tabari 20 :508. 
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SHAS 33-3 GS UI aii Aas 
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Freee raed 
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Box ol 3 3 8 tata mci him an army from the 


heaven, nor was it need- 
ful for Us to send (such 


“7 


a thing).> 
429. It was but one Sayhah and lo! they (all) were still .> 


Muhammad bin Ishaq reported from some of his companions 
from Ibn Mas‘Qd, may Allah be pleased with him, that they 
stamped on him until his intestines came out of his back 
passage. Allah said to him: 


Cai sip 
<"Enter Paradise.""> so he entered it with all its bountiful 
provision, when Allah had taken away from him all the 
sickness, grief and exhaustion of this world.!?) Mujahid said, “It 


I'l At-Tabari 20:501. 
21 At-Tabari 20:508. 
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was said to Habib An-Najjar, ‘Enter Paradise.’ This was his 
right, for he had been killed. When he saw the reward, 


C755 65 CL Jip 
¢He said: “Would that my people knew...">.""'! Qatadah said, 
“You will never find a believer but he is sincere and is never 


insincere. When he saw with his own eyes how Allah had 
honored him, he said: 


¢He said: “Would that my people knew that my Lord has 
forgiven me, and made me of the honored ones!''> 


He wished that his people could know about what he was 
seeing with his own eyes of the honor of Allah.”! Ibn ‘Abbas 
said, “He was sincere towards his people during his lifetime by 
saying, aioe ae 
Cio in St 4385 > 

<O my people! Obey the Messengers>, and after his death by 
saying: 

Would that my people knew that my Lord (Allah) has forgiven 

me, and made me of the honored ones!» 
This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. Sufyan Ath-Thawri 
narrated from ‘Asim Al-Ahwal from Abu Mijlaz: 


CMGI IS 5 J FE Gd 

€That my Lord has forgiven me, and made me of the honored 

ones!> 
“Because of my faith in my Lord and my belief in the 
Messengers.” He meant that if they could see the great reward 
and everlasting blessings that he had attained, this would lead 
them to follow the Messengers. May Allah have mercy on him 
and be pleased with him, for he was so keen that his people 
should be guided. 


CBiage WU; Li 5 oh ow ah be a ET Od 
"! At-Tabari 20:509. 
2) At-Tabari 20:509. 
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¢And We sent not against his people after him an army from 

the heaven, nor was it needful for Us to send .> 
Allah tells us that He took revenge on his people after they had 
killed him because He, may He be blessed and exalted, was 
angry with them, for they had disbelieved in His Messengers and 
killed His close friend. Allah tells us that He did not send an 
army of angels, nor did He need to send them, to destroy these 
people; the matter was simpler than that. This was the view of 
Ibn Mas‘id, according to the reports of Ibn Ishaq from some of 
his companions concerning the Ayah: 


bigs WU A Si ok on al be ath EG Od 
¢And We sent not against his people after him.an army from 
the heaven, nor was it needful for Us to send.» 


He said: “We did not seek to outnumber them, for the matter 
was simpler than that.” 


aac Fs vse’ bee 


€It was but one Sayhah and lo! they (all) were still.> 


He said, “So Allah destroyed that tyrant king, and destroyed 
the people of Antioch, and they disappeared from the face of 
the earth, leaving no trace behind.”!! 

It was said that the words 


ding & 3p 
<nor was it needful for Us to send (such a thing).> 


mean, ‘We did not send the angels against the nations when 
We destroyed them; all We did was to send the punishment to 
destroy them.’ 


It was said that the words: 
CI C5 hon oat be aes GA Tod 
<And We sent not against his people after him an army from 
the heaven ,> 
mean, another Message to them. This was the view of Mujahid 
and Qatddah.! Qatadah said, “Allah did not rebuke his 


(1) At-Tabari 20:510. 
[2] At-Tabari 20:510, 511. 
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people after they killed him, 


CROLE hp 15 OS Hy SE gp 


It was but one Sayhah and lo! they (all) were stilly.) 


Ibn Jarir said, “The former view is more correct, because the 
Message does not need to be brought by an army.”?! The 
scholars of Tafsir said, “Allah sent Jibril, peace be upon him, 
to them, and he seized the pillars at the gate of their city, then 
he hurled one Sayhah upon them and lo! they (all) were still, 
to the last man among them, and no soul was left in any 
body.” 
We have already referred to the reports from many of the Salaf 
that this city was Antioch, and that these three Messengers 
were messengers sent from the Messiah ‘Isa bin Maryam, 
peace be upon him, as Qatddah and others stated. This is not 
mentioned by any of the later scholars of Tafsir besides him, 
and this issue must be examined from a number of angles. 
(The first) is that if we take this story at face value, it 
indicates that these men were Messengers from Allah, may He 
be glorified, not from the Messiah, peace be upon him, as 
Allah says: 


4OSLZ KI OS ye is CAS cat Ol CGS 
«When We sent to them two Messengers, they denied them 
both; so We reinforced them with a third, and they said: 
“Verily, we have been sent to you as Messengers."'> up to: 


77 is om, ay sts e 4, me gt ye be 
4.5 AO yy Ee uy SiS Sh Ty oie > 


<"Our Lord knows that we have been sent as Messengers to 
you. And our duty is only to convey plainly (the Message)."’> 
If they had been from among the Disciples, they would have 
said something to indicate that they had come from the 
Messiah, peace be upon him. And Allah knows best. Moreover, 
if they had been messengers sent by the Messiah, why would 
the people have said to them, 


40h, 85, Hy > 


(1) At-Tabari 20:510. 
[21 At-Tabari 20:511. 
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€"You are only human beings like ourselves''>? 


(The second) is that the people of Antioch did believe in the 
messengers sent by the Messiah to them. Antioch was the first 
city to believe in the Messiah, and it is one of the four cities in 
which there are Christian patriarchs. These cities are: 
Jerusalem, because it is the city of the Messiah; Antioch, 
because it was the first city where all of the people believed in 
the Messiah; Alexandria, because it was in that city that they 
agreed to reform the hierarchy of patriarchs, metropolitans 
(archbishops), bishops, priests, deacons and monks; and 
Rome, because it is the city of the Emperor Constantine who 
supported and helped to establish their religion. When he 
adopted Constantinople as his city, the Patriarch of Rome 
moved there, as has been mentioned by several historian, 
such as Said bin Batriq and others, both People of the Book 
and Muslims. If we accept that, then the people of Antioch 
were the first to believe, but Allah tells us that the people of 
this town rejected His Messengers and that He destroyed them 
with one Sayhah and lo! they (all) were still. And Allah knows 
best. 

(The third) is that the story of Antioch and the Disciples of 
the Messiah happened after the Tawraéh had been revealed. 
Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, and 
others among the Salaf stated that after revealing the Tawrah, 
Allah, may He be blessed and exalted, did not destroy an 
entire nation by sending a punishment upon them. Rather, He 
commanded the believers to fight the idolators. They 
mentioned this when discussing the Ayah: 

CEM opti CONC as & Chel op Ck bp 
¢And indeed We gave Miisd - after We had destroyed the 
generations of old - the Scripture> (28:43). 


This implies that the city mentioned in the Qur'an is a city 
other than Antioch, as also stated by more than one of the 
Salaf. Or, if we wish to keep the same name, it is possible that 
it is another Antioch, not the one which is well-known, for it is 
not known that it (the famous Antioch) was destroyed, either 
during Christian times or before. And Allah knows best. 


au 04 Tay cok GR Oa ee ay ge ae ye Gar gt 26 bree, 
US Se AT ESET oy OE YY IAS ot yc CGT J ssp 
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€30. Alas for mankind! There never came a Messenger to them 
but they used to mock at him.> 
€31. Do they not see how many of the generations We have 
destroyed before them? Verily, they will not return to them.> 


432. And surely, all - everyone of them will be brought before 
Us.> 


Woe to the Disbelievers! 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented on the 
Ayah: Sante & 

4H G55) 

<Alas for mankind!>, this means, woe to mankind!!!! 

Qatadah said: 

Gaal & 5) 
¢Alas for mankind!» means, “Alas for mankind, who have 
neglected the command of Allah.’"?! 

The meaning is that they will feel regret and sorrow on the 
Day of Resurrection. When they see the punishment with their 
own eyes; they will regret how they disbelieved the Messengers 
of Allah and went against the commands of Allah, for they 
used to disbelieve in them in this world. 


CaS 2 WEY) Id ot 4c UD 


<There never came a Messenger to them but they used to mock 
at him.> 


means, they disbelieved him and made fun of him, and 
rejected the message of truth with which he had been sent. 
The Refutation of the Belief in the Transmigration of 
Souls 
Then Allah says: 

dates ¥ poh ol oval i als KL © ig sity 


 At-Tabari 20:512. 
[21 At-Tabari 20:512. 
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<Do they not see how many of the generations We have 
destroyed before them? Verily, they will not return to them.> 


meaning, ‘do you not learn a lesson from those whom Allah 
destroyed before you of those who disbelieved in the 
Messengers? They came to this world only once, and will not 
return to it.’ It is not as many of those ignorant and immoral 
people claim that 
40B5 2/5 Gil Cis Yy & Up 

<"There is nothing but our life of this world! We die and we 

live!"} (23:37). 
This was the belief in the cycle of reincarnation; in their 
ignorance they believed that they would come back to this 
world as they had been before. But Allah refuted their false 
belief and said: 


dining, ¥ a al ofl i AG LI I itp 
<Do they not see how many of the generations We have 
destroyed before them? Verily, they will not return to them.> 


Allah’s saying: 
<i ae Cl te OG ¥ app 
¢And surely, all - everyone of them will be brought before 
Us.> 


means, all of the past nations and those that are yet to come, 
will be gathered and brought to account before Allah, may He 
be glorified and exalted, on the Day of Judgement, and they 
will be requitted according to their good and evil deeds. This is 
like the Ayah: 

¥ g 


Cael ds ai SK asp 


¢And verily, to each of them your Lord will repay their works 
in fall.> (112111). 
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433. And a sign for them is the dead land. We give it life, and 
We bring forth from it grains, so that they eat thereof.> 

434, And We have made therein gardens of date palms and 
grapes, and We have caused springs of water to gush forth 
therein .> 

435. So that they may eat of the fruit thereof - and their hands 
made it not. Will they not then give thanks?> 

436. Glory be to Him Who has created all the pairs of that 
which the earth produces, as well as of their own kind, and of 
that which they know not.> 


Proof of the Creator of the Universe and of Life after 
Death 


Allah, may He be glorified and exalted, says: 
«A tas 
¢And a sign for them) means, evidence for them of the existence 


of the Creator and His perfect power and ability to resurrect the 
dead, 

tt BN 
¢is the dead land.) means, when it is dead and arid, with no 
vegetation, then Allah sends water upon it, it is stirred (to life), 
and it swells and puts forth every lovely kind (of growth). Allah 
says: 


2 be ye ree proces 


Seok 25 6 ye sh Uap 
«We give it life, and We bring forth from it grains, so that 
they eat thereof.> 


meaning, ‘We have made it a provision for them and their 
cattle.’ 


hort os CAS Sh pt ot oo 4s Hd 
<And We have made therein gardens of date palms and grapes, 
and We have caused springs of water to gush forth therein .> 


means, ‘We have created therein rivers which flow to the 
places where they are needed, so that they may eat of their 
fruits.’ When Allah reminds them of the blessing that He 
bestows upon His creation by creating crops and plants, He 
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mentions the different types and kinds of fruits. Allah says: 
Faeal 212 U5> 

¢and their hands made it not.> means, all of that could only come 

about by the mercy of Allah towards them, not by their own 

efforts and labor and strength. This was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas 

and Qatadah. Allah says: 


or 4% 


<Will they not then give thanks?> meaning, will they not then give 
thanks for the innumerable blessings that He has bestowed 
upon them. 

Ibn Jarir, however, understood the word Ma to mean Alladhi 
(i.e., a relative pronoun). In this case the meaning of the Ayah 
would be that they eat from the fruits provided by Allah’s 
bounty and from what their own hands have done, i.e., by 
planting the seeds and tending the plants. Ibn Jarir mentioned 
other possible interpretations in his Tafsir, but this is the 
interpretation that he favored. This interpretation also fits with 
the recitation of Ibn Mas‘ad: 


(S354 El path he ay od 3, itty 
(So that they may eat of the fruit thereof - and from what their 
own hands have done.) 
Then Allah says: 
ANI 25 th Glee GN GE Gall ep 


<Glory be to Him Who has created all the pairs of that which 
the earth produces, 


meaning, of crops and fruits and plants. 
¢ 24a > 
¢as well as of their own (human) kind,> means, He made 
them into male and female. 


faring ¥ hg> 


¢and of that which they know not.) means, different kinds of 
creatures of which they know nothing. This is like the Ayah: 
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¢And of everything We have created pairs, that you may 
remember .> (51:49) 
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437. And a sign for them is the night. We withdraw therefrom 
the day, and behold, they are in darkness.» 


438. And the sun runs on its fixed course for a term 
(appointed). That is the decree of the Almighty, the All- 
Knowing .> 

439. And the moon, We have decreed for it stages, till it 
returns like the old dried curved date stalk.> 


440. It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor does the 
night outstrip the day. They all float, each in an orbit.> 


Among the Signs of the Might and Power of Allah are the 
Night and Day, and the Sun and Moon 


Allah tells us of further proof of His great might and power, 
which is His creation of the night and day, the one with its 
darkness and the other with its light. He has caused them to 
follow one another, so that one comes and the other goes, and 
so on, as He says: 


Cs A HC JS RD 
4He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it 
rapidly> (7:54). 
Allah says here: 
SCN ee BA Ja pd Sass 
pi a sign for them is the night. We withdraw therefrom the 
ay, 


meaning, ‘We take it away from it, so it goes away and the 
night comes.’ Allah says: 


4p 6b OD 
¢and behold, they are in darkness. As it says in the Hadith: 


196 Tafsir Ibn_ Kathir 
epee St IB FE iby Re Se Sl yA jen got ip 


‘When the night comes from here, and the day departs from 
here, and the sun has set, then the fasting person should break 
his fast.» 


This is the apparent meaning of the Ayah!) 
Allah’s saying: 


Cit gS 1 IS gs gk LD 


¢And the sun runs on its fixed course for a term (appointed). 
That ts the decree of the Almighty, the All-Knowing> 


There are two views over the meaning of the phrase 
igi emp 


on its fixed course for a term (appointed).> (The first view) is that 
it refers to its fixed course of location, which is beneath the 
Throne, beyond the earth in that direction. Wherever it goes, it 
is beneath the Throne, it and all of creation, because the 
Throne is the roof of creation and it is not a sphere as many 
astronomers claim. Rather it is a dome supported by legs or 
pillars, carried by the angels, and it is above the universe, 
above the heads of people. When the sun is at its zenith at 
noon, it is in its closest position to Throne, and when it runs in 
its fourth orbit at the opposite point to its zenith, at midnight, 
it is in its furthest position from the Throne. At that point it 
prostrates and asks for permission to rise, as mentioned in the 
Hadiths. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Dharr, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, “I was with the Prophet # in the Masjid at 
sunset, and he # said: 


Pec S585 if os dif 35 uf ye 


*O Abu Dharr! Do you know where the sun sets?» 1 said, 
‘Allah and His Messenger know best.’ He # said: 


8 SEG fs UY Gu eh a ak Ge tak wis 
410 HT So Jb as Qi sats 


I'l Fath ALBari 4 :231. 
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Wt goes and prostrates beneath the Throne, and that is what 
Allah says: €And the sun runs on its fixed course for a term. 
That is the decree of the Almighty, the All-Knowing .>»""") 


It was also reported that Abu Dharr, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, “I asked the Messenger of Allah # about the 
Ayah: 


€And the sun runs on its fixed course for a term.> 
He 3% said: 
ttiall ES5 ein 
tts fixed course is beneath the Throne.»”!?! 


(The second view) is that this refers to when the sun’s 
appointed time comes to an end, which will be on the Day of 
Resurrection, when its fixed course will be abolished, it will 
come to a halt and it will be rolled up. This world will come to 
an end, and that will be the end of its appointed time. This is 
the fixed course of its time. Oatadah said: 


igi 52> 


¢on its fixed course for a term (appointed).» means, “It has an 
appointed time and it will not go beyond that.”5! It was also 
said that this means, it keeps moving in its summer orbit for a 
certain time, and it does not exceed that, then it moves to its 
winter orbit for a certain time, and it does not exceed that. This 
was narrated from ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, may Allah be pleased 
with him. Ibn Mas‘id and Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with them, recited this Ayah as: 


(tg) SEMAY og 35 2215) 


(And the sun runs with no fixed course for a term,) meaning 
that it has no destination and it does not settle in one place, 
rather it keeps moving night and day, never slowing down or 
stopping, as in the Ayah: 


(1) Fath Al-Bari 8 :402. 
2] Fath Al-Bari 8 :402. 
(31 At-Tabari 20:517. 
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Gh ah SI KI Asp 
€And He has made the sun and the moon, both constantly 
pursuing their courses, to be of service to you} (14:33). 


which means, they will never slow down or stop, until the Day 
of Resurrection. 


<That is the decree of the Almighty,» means, which none can 
oppose or prevent. al 

sit 
«the All-Knowing.> Who knows every movement and every 
cessation of movement, Who has decreed that and Who has set 
it in motion following a pattern in which there are no 
differences or inversions, as Allah says: 


<(He is the) Cleaver of the daybreak. He has appointed the 
night for resting, and the sun and the moon for reckoning. 
Such is the measuring of the Almighty, the All-Knowing.> 
(6:96) 
And this is how this Ayah ends: 
<i fil as ASD 
That is the decree of the Almighty, the All-Knowing.> 
Then Allah says: 


oe tee 


¢And the moon, We have decreed for it stages, 


meaning, ‘We have caused it to run in a different orbit, from 
which passing of the months can be deduced, just as night 
and day are known from the sun.’ This is like the Ayah: 


<All i 255 ob LM of Kehes> 
<They ask you about the crescent moons. Say: ''These are signs 
to mark fixed periods of time for mankind and for the pilgrimage 
(Hajj) ."> (2:189), 
CSG Sel Sie HS 555} KG He cht Kee lt AY 


lt is He Whe made the sun a shining thing and the moun as a 
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light and measured out for it stages that you might know the 
number of years and the reckoning> (10:5), and 


CE BS 8 BOG gal sic Yay KS 
<And We have appointed the night and the day as two Aydt 
(signs). Then, We have obliterated the sign of the night while 
We have made the sign of the day illuminating, that you may 
seek bounty from your Lord, and that you may know the 
number of the years and the reckoning. And We have explained 
everything with full explanation .> (17:12) 


So, He has given the sun its own light, and the moon its 
(reflection of) light, and has given each its own orbit. So the 
sun rises each day and sets at the end of the day, giving one 
kind of light all the time, but it moves, rising and setting at 
different points in the summer and winter, thus making the 
days and nights longer or shorter alternatively according to the 
season. Its authority is in the daytime, for it is the heavenly 
body that dominates the day. As for the moon, Allah has 
decreed that it should pass through different phases. 

At the beginning of the month, the moon appears small 
when it rises. It gives off little light, then on the second night 
its light increases and it rises to a higher position, and the 
higher it rises the more light it gives - even though it is 
reflected from the sun - until it becomes full on the fourteenth 
night of the month. Then it starts to wane until the end of the 
month, until it appears like the old dried curved date stalk. 
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “This is the 
original stem (which connects the bunch of dates to the 
tree). 

The Arabs have a name for each set of three nights in a 
month, according to the phases of the moon. They call the 
first three nights Ghurar, the next three nights Nufal; the next 
three nights Tusa‘ (nine) — because the last of them is the 
ninth. The next three nights are called ‘Ushar (ten) - because 
the first of them is the tenth. The next three nights are called 
Al-Bid (white) - because of the light of the moon which shines 


I At-Tabari 20:518. 
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brightly throughout these three nights. The next three nights 
are called Dura‘, the plural of Dar‘a’, because on the first of 
them the night is dark from the moon rising late. Dar‘a’ refers 
to the black sheep, i.e., the one whose head is black; the next 
three nights Zulam; then Handdis, then Da’ddi, then Mihdq, 
because of the absence of moonlight at the beginning of the 
month. Abu Ubayd did not recognize the names Tusa‘ and 
‘Ushar, in the book Gharib Al-Musannaf. 


vd 


CHAS IT GE A3t 
lt is not for the sun to overtake the moon,> 

Mujahid said, “Each of them has a limit which it does not 
transgress or fall short of. When the time of one comes, the 
other goes away, and when the time for one to prevail comes, 
the time of the other ceases.”'! Tkrimah said concerning the 
Ayah, 

CH HEI ae oD 


lt is not for the sun to overtake the moon,> 


this means that each of them has its time when it prevails. So 
it is not appropriate for the sun to rise at night. 


8 SC JAI > 
nor does the night outstrip the day.» means, after night has 
passed, it is not right for another night to come until it has 
been day. The authority of the sun is during the day and the 
authority of the moon is at night. Ad-Dahhak said, “The night 
does not depart from here until the day comes from here - and 
he pointed to the east.”7] Mujahid said: 

HAT BC JS GD 
qnor does the night outstrip the day.) “They seek one another 
rapidly.”"! The meaning is that there is no gap between night 
and day; each of them follows the other with no interval, 


because they have been subjugated and are both constantly 
pursuing one another. 


(1! At-Tabari 20:520. 
2) At-Tabari 20:520. 
(3! At-Tabari 20:519. 
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441. And an Ayah for them is that We bore their offspring in 
the laden ship .> 
442. And We have created for them of the like thereunto, on 
which they ride.> 
443. And if We will, We shall drown them, and there will be 
no shout for them, nor will they be saved .> 


<44. Unless it be a mercy from Us, and as an enjoyment for a 
while.> 


0) At-Tabari 20:520. 
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Among the Signs of Allah is that He carried Them in the 
laden Ship 


Allah tells us: another sign for them of His might and power is 
that He has subjugated the sea to carry ships, including - 
most significantly - the ship of Nah , peace be upon him, in 
which Allah saved him and the believers, apart from whom 
none of the descendants of Adam were left on the face of the 
earth. Allah says: 


453 Ge GA kn; 
€And an Ayah for them is that We bore their offspring> 
means, their forefathers, 
4A it gp 
qin the laden ship.» means, in the ship which was filled with 
luggage and animals, in which Allah commanded him to put 
two of every kind. Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, “Laden means filled.”"! This was also the view of Sa‘id bin 
Jubayr, Ash-Sha‘bi, Qatadah and As-Suddi.!2]_ Ad-Dahhak, 
Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said, “This was the ship of Nuh peace be 
upon him.) 
4G, Coals of ts 
¢And We have created for them of the like thereunto, on which 
they ride.> 
Al-‘Awfi said, narrating from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, “This means the camel, for it is the ship of the land 
on which they carry goods and on which they ride.”*! Ibn 
Jarir recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, “Do you know what the Ayah: 


COLE C sl of A Sp 
¢And We have created for them of the like thereunto, on which 
they ride.> 


0) At-Tabari 20:522. 
2) At-Tabari 20:522. 
(3) At-Tabari 20:522, 523. 
4} At-Tabari 20:524. 


Stirah 36. Ya Sin (44 - 47) (Part-23) 203 


refers to?” We said, “No.” He said, “This refers to the ships 
which were made after the ship of Nah, peace be upon him, 
which was similar to it.”"] This was also the view of Abu 
Malik, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Abu Salih and As-Suddi, that the 
Ayah 
ey. Say ¥ vi ol tals > 
¢And We have created for them gp the like thereunto, on which 
they ride.> refers to ships.'! 


424555 18 o> 


¢And if We will, We shall drown them,» means, those who are on 
board the ships. 


€eh Ge Sib 
qand there will be no shout for then} means, there will be no one 
to save them from their predicament. 
465% ~ > 
<nor will they be saved.» means, from what has befallen them. 
46 55 Wp 


<Unless it be a mercy from Us,> means, ‘but by Our mercy We 
make it easy for you to travel on land and sea, and We keep 
you safe until an appointed time.’ Allah says: 


Line St UEay> 


qand as an enjoyment for a while.» meaning, until a time that is 
known to Allah, may He be glorified and exalted. 


BAM SF pall vs EG Kid SAE Gs SM GO La oh Je pd 
igi A ail 535; ay ifigl a AY} 55 ae SY ines (ie ine ¥ ! peo ile 


37 VTS 


are 


dad we a 2 Jy A of 1G 3s fb pec Bh ae 


445. And when it is sdid to them: ‘Beware of that which is 
before you, and that which is behind you, in order that you 
may receive mercy.''> 


(1) At-Tabari 20 :523. 
1 At-Tabari 20 :522-524. 
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€46. And never came an Ayah from among the Ayat of their 
Lord to them, but they did turn away from it.> 


€47. And when it is said to them: “Spend of that with which 
Allah has provided you," those who disbelieve say to those who 
believe: ‘Shall we feed those whom, if Allah willed, He would 
have fed? You are only in a plain error.""> 


The Misguidance of the Idolators 


Allah tells us how the idolators persisted in their misguidance 
and in not paying attention to the sins that they had 
committed in the past or what was to happen to them in the 
future, on the Day of Resurrection. 


45Gb tS KS HUH hs yp 

¢And when it is said to them: “Fear of that which is before 

you, and that which is behind you...""> 
Mujahid said, “This refers to sins.” Others said it is the opposite. 

€ijz3 Kulp 
din order that you may receive mercy.) means, ‘so that, if you fear 
such things Allah will have mercy on you and will save you 
from His punishment.’ The wording implies that they would not 
respond. Rather that they would turn away and ignore that, as 
Allah says: 
igs Sal GF HN Ss ngs tp 

ind never came an Ayah from among the Ayat of their Lord 

to them,> 
meaning, signs of Tawhid and the truth of the Messengers, 

dina Ye OE Yd 

but they did turn away from it,> means, they did not accept it or 
benefit from it. 

¢And when it is said to them: “Spend of that with which Allah 

has provided you,""> 


means, when they are told to spend of that which Allah has 
provided to them on the poor and needy among the Muslims, 
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eigen iy BS oH Sep 
«those who disbelieve say to those who believe> 


means, about the believers who are poor, i.e., they say to 
those believers who tell them to spend on the needy, 


ys 


acc ot AG Fs tltlp 


<Shall we feed those whom, if Allah willed, He (Himself) would 
have fed?> 


meaning, ‘those whom you are telling us to spend on, if Allah 
had wanted to, He would have made them independent and 
fed them from His provision, so we are in accordance with the 
will of Allah with regard to them.’ 

dend yi 1g YE yp 


<You are only in a plain error.» means, ‘by telling us to do that.’ 


es BSED oe ne ob Sep 


ps pales Ses TAS Vy GE Uae BS oy Jef ie SS OL ep 

Cs could G 5 Ade i cat ae 
448. And they say: ‘'When will this promise be fulfilled, if you 
are truthful?’’> 


449. They await only but a single Sayhah which will seize them 
while they are disputing!> 

450. Then they will not be able to make bequest, nor they will 
return to their family .> 


The Disbelievers thought that the Day of Resurrection 
would never come to pass 


Allah tells us how the disbelievers thought that the Day of 
Resurrection would never come to pass, as they said: 


isi 1S 
<"When will this promise be fulfilled...'"> 
4G, BY SAG b> 
Those who believe not therein seek to hasten it> (42:18). 
Allah says: 


ose ot BSSe 


Be po ,7 Aha Leo heer Goo ate ue 
(RGM Be pty pre they Se VY) phe Ud 
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€They await only but a single Sayhah which will seize them 

while they are disputing!> 
meaning, they are only waiting for a single shout which - and 
Allah knows best - will be the trumpet blast of terror when 
the Trumpet will be blown while the people are in their 
marketplaces and places of work, arguing and disputing as 
they usually do. While in this state, Allah will command IsrAfil 
to blow into the Trumpet, so he will sound a long note and 
there will be no one left on the face of the earth except he will 
tilt his head to listen to the sound coming from heaven. Then 
the people who are alive will be driven to the gathering place 
by a fire which will surround them on all sides. Allah says: 


i ES BD 
<Then they will not be able to make bequest,> 


meaning, with regard to their possessions, because the matter 
is more serious than that, 


kipah igual dh LU 
«nor they will return to their family.» Numerous Hadiths and 
reports have been narrated about this, which we have 
mentioned elsewhere. After this there will be the Trumpet blast 
which will cause everyone who is alive to die, besides the One 
Who is Ever Living, Eternal. Then after that the trumpet blast 
of the resurrection will be sounded. 


rer be ote y 4 TE Bf 6 or 4 regres oy oe A . 7? 
on CES US UG LN ghey pgp dL QUT oF 9S UE oti Gb eg 
Bh ting 2525 Y) Slee MS LoA <5, HSN age is BG 
ry 2 pod 


Bho UY Ose YES SEE Y Bil Gayee Gt Re 


451. And the Trumpet will be blown and behold from the 
graves they will come out quickly to their Lord.> 


452. They will say: ‘'Woe to us! Who has raised us up from 
our place of sleep.’ (It will be said to them): ‘'This is what the 
Most Gracious had promised, and the Messengers spoke 
truth!" 


453. It will be but a single Sayhah, so behold they will all be 
brought up before Us!> 
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€54. This Day, none will be wronged in anything, nor will 
you be requited anything except that which you used to do.> 


The Trumpet Blast of the Resurrection 


This will be the third blast of the trumpet,''! the trumpet blast 
of the resurrection when people will come forth from their 
graves. Allah says: 


4S pap dL OOH & 64 pp 
¢and behold from the graves they will come out quickly to their 
Lord .> 


Yansilin means they will be walking quickly. This is like the 
Ayah: 
Cia SS ok Oe OT & ORE OD 
<The Day when they will come out of the graves quickly as 
racing to a goal.> (70:43). 
CES oc i & Oh ad 

<They will say: ‘Woe to us! Who has raised us up from our 

place of sleep.'"> 
meaning, their graves, which in this world they thought they 


would never be raised from. When they see with their own 
eyes that in which they had disbelieved, 


a eee eee: a ten a 
€ UBS os ES OS (ep 


<They will say: ‘Woe to us! Who has raised us up from our 
place of sleep .""> 
This does not contradict the fact that they will be punished in 
their graves, because in comparison to what is to come 
afterwards, that will seem like a nap. Ubayy bin Ka‘b, may 
Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Al-Hasan and Qataddah 
said, “They will sleep before the Resurrection.”7! Qatadah 


1) See volume seven, the Tafsir of Surat An-Naml [27:87]. The 
reference to the third blast is based upon a narration that is not 
authentic as explained there. 


1 at-Tabari 20:533. 
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said, “That will be between the two trumpet blasts, they will 
say, ‘Who has raised us up from our place of sleep?’ 1! 

When they say that, the believers will respond. This was the 
view of more than one of the Salaf. 


CE NCAN IS, AGN 585 Uap 
(It will be said to them): ‘This is what the Most Gracious had 
promised, and the Messengers spoke truth!"'> 
Al-Hasan said, “The angels will reply to them in this manner. 


There is no contradiction because both are possible. And Allah 
knows best. 
dragee Gal Cm ph OP Hes Sle YY] SES > 
€it will be but a single Sayhah, so behold they will all be 
brought up before Us!> 
This is like the Aydt: 
CSAS A ETS TS OD 
<But it will be only a single Zajrah,””! when behold, they find 
themselves (on the surface of the earth) alive (after their 
death).> (79:13-14), 


tar 


SoH 3 I pail oF yeast 2 5p 
¢And the matter of the Hour is not but as a twinkling of the 
eye, or even nearer} (16:77), and 

48S Jy Al GS te OS ED 


€On the Day when He will call you, and you will answer (His 
call) with (words of) His praise and obedience, and you will 
think that you have stayed (in this world) but a little while!> 
(17:52) 


which means, ‘We will issue but one command, and all of 
them will be gathered together.’ 


465 5 pi 4 pil 
This Day, none will be wronged in anything,> means, with 


(1 At-Tabari 20:532. 
21 See the Tafsir of Surat As-SGffat |37 :19). 
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regard to his 
deeds. 


RSE aptlons coll os 5 - 4 on Se, 
SisspA@ueasTig ys | cor 
AOS iSO j 5 ‘ ‘ 
-g |\€nor will you be 
ero Ae@ s4-50 requited anything except 
ae ee ee apse 4235 || that which you used to 
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ire (6 baat fi OW SES ree tip 5 a G 
ce ea ° ie 
aA cat J | 455. sie the 


cA 


apes Loy fal on |e percs oP laa ie dwellers of the Paradise, 
- sot are a ee that Day, will be busy 

g Slam Sul pL gd Satis ae with joyful things .> 
» ceo aes aityercres tie ° 
aS my os a (ax ics 456. They and their 
° seen ie wives will be in pleasant 
shade, reclining on 


6 Oc, Kielaigeces 55348 
thrones .> 


€57. They will have therein fruits and all that they ask for.> 


€58. (It will be said to them): ‘Salam (Peace!)'’ - a Word from 
the Lord, Most Merciful .> 


The Life of the People of Paradise 


Allah tells us that on the Day of Resurrection, when the 
people of Paradise have reached the arena of judgement, and 
have settled in the gardens of Paradise, they will be too 
preoccupied with their own victory and new life of eternal 
delights to worry about anyone else. Al-Hasan Al-Basri and 
Ismail bin Abi Khalid said, “They will be too busy to think 
about the torment which the people of Hell are suffering. 


Mujahid said: 
L555 JE ad 
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<will be busy ue joyful things.» “With the delights which they 
are enjoying.” This was also the view of Qatadah. Ibn ‘Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, “This means that they will 
be rejoicing.” 


<They and their wives> Mujahid said, “Their spouses, 
€ yb a> 
¢will be in pleasant shade,}> means, in the shade of trees.”!! 
EsSE ENT Jed 
reclining on thrones.» Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, ‘Tkrimah, 


Muhammad bin Ka‘b, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi and 
Khusayf said: 


<A> 
¢throne> means beds beneath canopies.'*! 
45555 U3 cd 
<They will have therein fruits> means, of all kinds. 

itis ¢ (b> 
¢and all that they ask for.» means, whatever they ask for, they 
will find it, all kinds and types. 

CBr 9 a G p> 


<"Salam (Peace!) - a Word from the Lord (Allah), Most 
Merciful .> 
Ibn Jurayj said, “Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, concerning this Ayah, Allah Himself, Who is the Peace 
(As-Salam) will grant peace to the people of Paradise. This view 
of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, is like the 
Ayah: 


i fish op pared 
Ol At-Tabari 20:535. 


(1 At-Tabari 20:538. 
(31 At-Tabari 20:539, 540. 
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Their greeting on the Day they shall meet Him will be 
“Salam'’> (33:44). 


Aa Ziel Wats YN pon cs AS Jal Sf sassy Ait od gai get> 


feb de Ke IS avi ferent} bye 8s Get of Wins 542 3 
451 Shes 85 il 

459. (It will be said): ‘And O you the criminals! Get you 

apart this Day." > 

460. “Did I not command you, O Children of Adam, that you 

should not worship Shaytan? Verily, he is a plain enemy to 

you."> 

461. “And that you should worship Me. That is the straight 

path."> 


462. ‘And indeed he did lead astray a great multitude of you. 
Did you not then understand?"’> 


The Isolation of the Disbelievers and Their Rebuke on 
the Day of Resurrection 


Allah tells us what the end of the disbelievers will be on the 
Day of Resurrection, when He commands them to get apart 
from the believers, i.e., to stand apart from the believers. This 
is like the ae 

CFs OG BSRAS 2S Kok eal oh Se Ce (AE 


¢And the Day whereon We shall gather ia all pe then 
We shall say to those who did set partners in worship with Us: 
“Stop at your place! You and your partners." Then We shall 
separate them} (10:28). 


Bla Beye ome Bayt 942 cee 
4S Ao I BE > 


¢And on the Day when the Hour will be established - that Day 
shall they be separated.» (30:14) 


Diario, ignd 


<On that Day they shall be divided> (30:43) which means, they 
will be divided into two cee eupe 


Hi ell ie I Atal Bot 4 Dade WE os catch WE Sal WE 
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€(It will be said to the angels): “Assemble those who did 
wrong, together with their companions and what they used to 
worship, instead of Allah, and lead them on to the way of 
flaming Fire (Hell) .""> (37:22-23). 


Sikes He SO A Gast aes Tt pe gs SH del SD 
€Did I not command you, O Children of Adam, that you 
should not worship Shaytan? Verily, he is a plain enemy to 


you.> 


This is a rebuke from Allah to the disbelievers among the sons 
of Adam, those who obey the Shaytdn even though he was a 
plain enemy to them, and they disobeyed Ar-Rahman Who 
created them and granted them provision. Allah says: 


CO FH bye Us QL b> 
€And that you should worship Me. That is the straight path.> 


meaning, ‘1 commanded you in the world to disobey the 
Shaytdn, and I commanded you to worship Me, and this is the 
straight path, but you followed a different path and you 
followed the commands of the Shaytdan.’ Allah says: 


Cle he Se IS LGD 
€And indeed he did lead astray a great multitude of you.> 

meaning, a large number of people. This was the view of 
Mujahid, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Sufyan bin ‘Uyaynah. 
¢Did you not then understand?) means, ‘did you not have any 
understanding, when you went against the command of your 
Lord to worship Him alone, with no partner or associate, and 
you preferred to follow the Shaytan” 

238 pa aS Sy BA OL GES LS hl es aap 

Vs ties fe WE A SF Dart Sb Leal YG Bal & 

CUiiong, G Lot sess 
<63. This is Hell which you were promised!» 
¢64. Burn (enter) therein this Day, for that you used to 
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disbelieve .> 


€65. This Day, We shall seal up their mouths, and their hands 
will speak to Us, and their legs will bear witness to what they 
used to earn.> 
466. And if it had been Our will, We would surely have wiped 
out their eyes, so that they would struggle for the path, how 
then would they see?> 
€67. And if it had been Our will, We could have transformed 
them in their places. Then they would have been unable to go 
forward (move about) nor they could have turned back.> 
On the Day of Resurrection, it will be said to the disbelievers 
among the sons of Adam, after Hell has been shown to them 
as a rebuke; and warning: 


4iiyles 2S sit ae pad 


<This is Hell which you were promised!» meaning, ‘this is what the 
Messengers warned you about, and you did not believe them.’ 


Chai BS opt wD 
<Burn (enter) therein this Day, for that you used to disbelieve>. 
This is like the Ayah: 


raed 


Vite pel ISIS Y, 2 iS gh nel) eke | tw ye5 a8 e x #8 ey 


<The Day when they will be pushed down by force to the is 7 
Hell, with a horrible, forceful pushing. This is the Fire which 
you used to belie. Is this magic or do you not see?} (52:13-15) 


The Mouths of the Disbelievers will be sealed on the Day 
of Resurrection 


WO RSS | pe Ky Key pales Ass ees CRS ee al & 254 csdl> 
a Day, We shall seal up their mouths, ies their hands will 


speak to Us, and their legs will bear witness to what they used 
to earn.> 


This will be the state of the disbelievers and hypocrites on the 


Day of Resurrection, when they deny the sins they committed 
in this world and swear that they did not do that. Allah will 
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seal their mouths and cause their limbs to speak about what 
they did. 

Ibn Abi H&tim recorded that Anas bin M4alik, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “We were with the Prophet 3 and he 
smiled so broadly that his molar could be seen, then he # 
said: 

SL Sf ta 5, 5ith 


«Do you know why I am smiling?» 
We said, ‘Allah and His Messenger know best.’ He # said: 


i 535 B tell oo gt Ho yb cxattalt 055 25 ath dud t 
Ces Bile 65h de, 5 SS ell ty tel Vy gle Jol Y 2555 
glee, GRES abl alS3y Sw; 12d ld (ES «sie Sag) (1.hy; 


aout Li E65 ties 5 Unt 25 poi g55 os I 
«Because of the way a servant will argue with his Lord on the 
Day of Resurrection. He will say, “O Lord, will You not 
protect me from injustice?” [Allah] will say, ‘Of course." He 
will say, ‘I will not accept any witness against me except from 
myself." [Allah] will say, “Today you will be a sufficient 
witness against yourself, and the honorable scribes will serve as 
witnesses against you.” Then his mouth will be sealed, and it 
will be said to his faculties, ‘‘Speak!"’ So they will speak of what 
he did. Then he will be permitted to speak, and he will say, 
“May you be doomed! It was for you that I was fighting."»” 


This was recorded by Muslim and An-Nasai.!!! 
Ibn Jarir narrated that Abu Musa Al-Ash‘ari, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The believer will be called to account 
on the Day of Resurrection, and his Lord will show him his 
deeds, just between him and His Lord. He will admit it and 
will say, ‘Yes, O Lord, I did do that.’ Then Allah will forgive 
him his sins and conceal them, and no creature on earth will 
see any of those sins, but his good deeds will be seen, and he 
will want all the people to see them. Then the disbeliever and 
the hypocrite will be brought to account, and his Lord will 
show him his deeds and he will deny them, saying, ‘O Lord, by 


(1 Muslim 4 :2280, An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubré 6:508. 
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Your glory, this angel has written down things that I did not 
do.’ The angel will say to him, ‘Did you not do such and such 
on such a day and in such a place?’ He will say, ‘No, by Your 
glory, I did not do that.’ When he says this, Allah will seal his 
mouth.” Abu Musa Al-Ash‘ari, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, “I think that the first part of his body to speak will be 
his right thigh.” Then he recited: 


CEASE ey AT AEG pall CS egal 128 pil 
<This Day, We shall seal up their mouths, and their hands will 
speak to Us, and their legs will bear witness to what they used 
fo earn>.|1! 

dSicuat SK drat We act eo a Shy 

¢And if it had been Our will, We would surely have wiped out 

their eyes, so that they would struggle for the path, how then 

would they see?> 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, explained it: “Allah says, ‘If We willed, We 
could have misguided them all away from true guidance, so 
how could they be guided?” And on one occasion he said, “We 
could have blinded them.”"?! Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “If Allah 
willed, He could have covered their eyes and made them blind, 
stumbling about.” Mujahid, Abu Salih, Qatadah and As-Suddi 
said, “So that they would struggle for the path, i.e., the right 
way.” Ibn Zayd said, “The meaning of path here is the truth - 
‘How could they see when We have covered their eyes?’” Al- 
‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him 
said: 

dare Sd 
¢how then would they see?> “They would not see the truth.” 
tiyiecs ESA IS HP 
€And if it had been Our will, We could have transformed them 
in their places.> 


0) At-Tabari 20 :544. 
(2! at-Tabari 20:545. 
(3! At-Tabari 20:547. 
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Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said; “We could have destroyed them.”') As-Suddi said, 
“We could have changed their form.” Abu Salih said, “We 
could have turned them to stone.” Al-Hasan Al-Basri and 
Qataddah said, “We could have caused them to sit on their 
feet.”7] Allah says: 


dt MAE! LS 
<Then they would have been unable to go forward» 
meaning, move to the front, 
fry, Yd 
«nor they could have turned back.) meaning, move backwards. 


They would have remained static, unable to move forwards or 
backwards. 


Pad Chis Abi ack oj Geddes Sit gt yg ed Sid > 
CapKi & Mal Bee o al Ghd a 

¢68. And he whom We grant long life - We reverse him in 

creation. Will they not then understand?> 

€69. And We have not taught him poetry, nor is it suitable for 

him. This is only a Reminder and a plain Qur'an.> 

<70. That he or it may give warning to him who is living, and 

that Word may be justified against the disbelievers.> 

Allah tells us that the longer the son of Adam lives, the more 


he becomes weak after being strong, and incapable after being 
able and active. This is like the Ayah: 


rt, al Pn ica. a a a 2 rd - bee fe st 
Vane pd der ce Sam 25 tp cee ae be Jee ed ot KG ll il 


pete the Moye 2 peor Foge 


(ap laall Aakall jas tly G Gls at, 
¢Allah is He Who created you in (a state of) weakness, then 
gave you strength after weakness, then after strength gave 
weakness and gray hair. He creates what He wills. And it is 
He Who is the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful .> (30:54). 


And Allah says: 


0) At-Tabari 20:547. 
2] at-Tabari 20:547. 
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€And among you there is he who is brought back to the 


miserable old age, so that he knows nothing after having 
known) (22:5). 


The meaning here - and Allah knows best - is that Allah is 
telling us that this world is transient and will come to an end, 
it is not eternal and lasting. Allah says: 


isles, lp 


qWill they not then understand?) meaning, will they not think 
about how they were created, then they become gray-haired, 
then they become old and senile, so that they may know that 
they were created for another world that is not transient and 
will not pass away, and from which there is no way out, which 
is the Hereafter. 


Allah does not teach His Messenger Poetry 
48 6 5 Sal Lede tsp 

€And We have not taught him poetry, nor is it suitable for 

him .> 
Allah tells us that He has not taught His Prophet Muhammad 
xs poetry. 

Gd gS USD 

<nor is it suitable for him.> means, he did not know how to 
compose it, he did not like it and he had no natural inclination 
towards it. It was narrated that he # never memorized a 
stanza of poetry with the correct meter or rhyme — he would 
transpose words or memorize it incompletely. 

In Ad-Dalda’il, Al-Bayhaqi recorded that the Messenger of 
Allah #4 said to Al-‘Abbas bin Mirdas As-Sulami, may Allah be 
pleased with him: 

v5 BN Se at 25 oil Ja sou ach 
“You are the one who said: ‘‘Do you distribute my booty and 
the booty of the servants between Al-Agqra' and ‘Uyainah."’» 
He said, “It is Uyainah and Al-Aqra‘.” He # said: 
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wlc jie 


et is all the same.» i.e., it means the same thing.) And Allah 
knows best. This is because Allah taught him the Qur’an, 
which 
Ci pk SS es a 5 SS ok Ut ach YD 
Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it; sent 
down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise.> (41:42). 
This is not poetry, as some of the ignorant disbelievers of the 
Quraysh claimed; neither is it sorcery, a fabrication or a magic 
spell, as the misguided and ignorant people variously 
suggested. The Prophet # was naturally disinclined to 
compose verse, and was forbidden to do so by Divine Law. 


id 5h SW ad 
This is only a Reminder and a plain Qur'an.> 


means, it is clear and self-explanatory to the one who ponders 
and comprehends its meanings, Allah says: 


4K sp judd 
That he or it may give warning to him who is living,> 
meaning, so that this plain Qur’an might warn every living 
person on the face of the earth. This is like the Aydt. 


€ 


455 45 oy Sd 
that I may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reach> 
(6:19). 


Ces IE NT Soa 35S o> 
but those of the sects that reject it, the Fire will be their 


promised meeting place> (11:17). 


Those who will benefit from his warning will be those whose 
hearts are alive and who have enlightened insight, as Qatadah 
said, “Alive of heart and alive of insight.””7! Ad-Dahhak said, 


2! pala’il An-Nubuwwah 5:181, this was also recorded by Muslim no. 
2443. 


[2] at-Tabari 20:550. 
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Ress tto gassazn \\ “This means wise.”!!! 


Apo LE MELA SELES ix akKit & Sjil EBS 
Oo 2 IDE re cos reve 
oun esr : SES eslisg oS ¢and that Word may be 
REIT KE S513, 25523 aa) me justified against — the 


fd aes ee disbelievers .> 
Sadia iG— oyna glad weld Sguie8 silos ys means, it is a mercy 
gam [ { r4-es- ec llto the believers and 


ror evidence against the 
Boy “ido SAS grils ALS || disbelievers. 
Cassi it Sipe tse |e oie Oy BD 


sr pee at te feo fer rol ot * ” 
OD A Scns eile Als tag 5 5 SE Si) pr? val Gul ole 


Lig Posse ssi 2 EIS A els « 
ANNIE HC SENT S153 Sioa fio. a ps kt Was oe 
PG 52 ANGE AIIQ 5545523 |” Wg 


che Gel pte oter we ‘3 _ 

BUGLE | 

4 eR ee ae oe . Do not see 

69 LSS SH SSAC spit 372 MS | that We ines created for 
es eee 15°43 || them of what Our Hands 

= Sey have fashioned, the cat- 
tle, so that they are their 
owners .> 
€72. And We have subdued them unto them so that some of them 
they have for riding and some they eat.> 
€73. And they have (other) benefits from them, and (they get to) 
drink, Will they not then be grateful?> 


There is a Sign and a Blessing in Cattle 


Allah mentions the blessing that He has bestowed upon His 
creation by subjugating these cattle for their use. 


CEE I oid 


¢so that they are their owners.> Qatadah said, “They are their 
masters.” Meaning, He has made them subdue them. So they 


(1) At-Tabari 20:550. 
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are submissive towards them and do not resist them; even if a 
young child comes to a camel he can make it kneel down, and 
if he wants to, he can make it stand up and can drive it, and it 
will meekly be led by him. Even if the train consists of a 
hundred or more camels, they could all be led by a young child. 
4k 5 (tS SD 
some of them they have for riding and some they eat .> 


means, some of them they ride on their journeys, and use 
them to carry their burdens to all regions. 


<5 5d 
¢and some they eat.» means, if they want to, and they slaughter 
and sacrifice them. 


sks a bY 
€And they have (other) benefits from them, ? 


means, from their wool, fur, and hair, furnishings and articles 
of convenience, comfort for a time. 


EEG 
€and (they get to) drink.» means, their milk, and their urine for 


those who need it as medicine, and so on. 
€5gKEs ald 
<Will they not then be grateful?> means, ‘will they not worship 
the Creator and Subduer of that, without showing gratitude to 
others?’ 
were a pay) pare 6 bd ¥ crys said igik aa o> o Aci > 
(BG 5 ahd i 5 DUS tate BG Bayed 
<74. And they have taken besides Allah, gods, hoping that they 
might be helped .> 
€75. They cannot help them, but they will be brought forward 
as a troop (against those who worshipped them).> 


476. So, let not their speech then grieve you. Verily, We know 
what they conceal and what they reveal .> 
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The gods of the Idolators are not able to help Them 


Allah denounces the idolators for taking the idols as gods 
alongside Allah, hoping that those gods will help them and 
provide for them and bring them closer to Allah. Allah says: 


jis RES 


<They cannot help them,> meaning, those gods cannot help their 
worshippers; they are too weak, too insignificant and too 
powerless. Rather they cannot even help themselves or take 
revenge on those who want to harm them, because they are 
inanimate and can neither hear nor comprehend. 

Allah’s saying: 


4i,pa2 Lz A asd 
but they will be brought forward as a troop.> 
means, at the time of Reckoning according to the view of 
Mujahid.!"! This means that those idols will be gathered 
together and will be present when their worshippers are brought 
to account, as this will add to their grief and will be more 
effective in establishing proof against them. Qatadah said: 
€ hoc SASS VD 
<They cannot help them,> means the gods. 
Cigned Le wb cad 
but they will be brought forward as a troop.> 


“The idolators used to get angry for the sake of their gods in 
this world, but they could not do them any benefit or protect 
them from any harm, for they were merely idols.” This was 
also the view of Al-Hasan Al-Basri. This is a good opinion, and 
was the view favored by Ibn Jarir, may Allah have mercy on 
him. 


Consolation for the Mercy to the Worlds 
CoS usd sip 
€So, let not their speech then grieve you.) means, ‘their denying 


(1 At-Tabari 20:552. 
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you and their disbelief in Allah.’ 
45AR GS SiS & ls Hd 
€Verily, We know what they conceal and what they reveal .> 


means, ‘We know everything about them, and We will punish 
them for their false claims and deal with them accordingly on 
the Day when none of their deeds, great or small, major or 
minor, will be overlooked, and every deed they did throughout 
their worldly lives will be laid open for examination.’ 
ois KES 8s EE Ak BG Ey Mle UN Seal 5 sil 
3 SWS wal C2 Bt Oe abil A dé Ale 
dfs 25 ANTE ye 28 8 gs SI ie ll oh gle 
<77. Does not man see that We have created him from Nutfah. 
Yet behold he (stands forth) as an open opponent .> 


<78. And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own 
creation. He says: “Who will give life to these bones after they 
are rotten and have become dust?''> 


479. Say: “He will give life to them Who created them for the 
first time! And He is the All-Knower of every creation!'’ 


<80. He Who produces for you fire out of the green tree, when 
behold you kindle therewith .> 


The Denial of Life after Death, and the Refutation of this 
Idea 


Mujahid, Tkrimah, ‘Urwah bin Az-Zubayr, As-Suddi and 
Qatadah said, “Ubayy bin Khalaf, may Allah curse him, came 
to the Messenger of Allah # with a dry bone in his hand, 
which he was crumbling and scattering in the air, saying, ‘O 
Muhammad! Are you claiming that Allah will resurrect this?’ 
He 2 said: 

a A ass i Paes Ce S 6 dle al tees! «ps 


«Yes, Allah, may He be exalted, will cause you to die, then He 
will resurrect you and will gather you into the Fire.»” 


Then these Aydt at the end of Surah Ya Sin were revealed: 
ii on ME I Boalt 7 GD 
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<Does not man see that We have created him from Nutfah.> — until 
the end of the Surah.") 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “Al-‘As bin Wa’il took a bone from the 
bed of a valley and crumbled it in his hand, then he said to 
the Messenger of Allah 3%: ‘Will Allah bring this back to life 
after it has disintegrated?’ The Messenger of Allah #8 said: 


bode ae woe Pe arn 
Cee HEL BS LAL at UE nah 


‘Yes, Allah will cause you to die, then He will bring you back 
to life, then He will make you enter Hell.» 
Then the Aydt at the end of Surah Ya Sin were revealed.” This 
was recorded by Ibn Jarir from Sa‘id bin Jubayr.!?! 
Whether these Aydt were revealed about Ubayy bin Khalaf or 
Al-‘As bin Wa’il, or both of them, they apply to all those who 
deny the resurrection after death. The definite article “A?” in 


cat 5 Sip 
<Does not man (Al-Insan) see... is generic, applying to all those 
who deny the Resurrection. 


<that We have created him from Nutfah. Yet behold he (stands 
forth) as an open opponent.> 


means, the one who is denying the resurrection, cannot see 
that the One Who initiated creation can re-create it. For Allah 
initiated the creation of man from semen of despised fluid, 
creating him from something insignificant, weak and despised, 
as Allah says: 

<Did We not create you from a despised water? Then We 
placed it in a place of safety, for a known period? (77:20-22) 


4obi Gi». {cyl GE a> 
< Verily, We have created man from Nutfah> (76:2). 


(1) At-Tabari 20:554. This is a Mursal narration, however, the next 
narration provides authentic support for the Hadith. 


(2) At-Tabari 20:554. 
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which means, from a mixture of different fluids. The One Who 
created man from this weak Nutfah is not unable to re-create 
him after his death. 

Imam Ahmad recorded in his Musnad that Bishr bin 
Jahhash said, “One day the Messenger of Allah spat in his 
hand and put his finger on it, then the Messenger of Allah x 
said: 

Besse 1) Be code he yp GEE Bg oh ST psi hs Jus a de 

Sia Sy Fy Gaal 2 gis cit 
wAllah, may He be exalted, says: “Son of Adam, how can you 
outrun Me when I have created you from something like this, 
and when I have fashioned you and formed you, you walk in 
your cloak on the earth and it groans beneath your tread. You 
accumulate and do not spend until the death rattle reaches your 
throat, then you say, ‘I want to give in charity,’ but it is too 
late for charity.""0"" 


It was also recorded by Ibn Majah.'?! Allah says: 


C25 By lll AL ot Jb A BS IE Os 
¢And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own 
creation. He says: ‘Who will give life to these bones after they 
are rotten and have become dust?"’> 


meaning, he thinks it unlikely that Allah, the Almighty Who 
created the heavens and the earth, will re-create these bodies 
and dry bones. Man forgets about himself, that Allah created 
him from nothing and brought him into existence, and he 
knows by looking at himself that there is something greater 
than that which he denies and thinks impossible. Allah says: 


Pars 


CLG gh KG 35 i HUG cal LA BD 
<Say: “He will give life to them Who created them for the first 
time! And He is the All-Knower of every creation!" 
meaning, He knows about the bones in all areas and regions 


"') Ahmad 4:210. 
2] Ibn Majah 2 :903. 
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of the earth, where they have gone when they disintegrated 
and dispersed. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Rib’ said: “ Uqbah bin ‘Amr said 
to Hudhayfah, may Allah be pleased with him, ‘Will you not 
tell us what you heard from the Messenger of Allah 2%?’ He 
said, T heard him # say: 


ace 22 Gh iy ci Gogh sucht y GP 2b ychi pas 5 on 
ot Sales ead CIs gt a Lgl ie Ges chs 
SE I as bE Bo B55 Gib iene Kea Stb coke 

ed 5 Se i as eS OU OS Ch Ie 


«Death approached a man and when there was no longer any 
hope for him, he said to his family, ‘When I die, gather a lot of 
firewood, then set it ablaze until my flesh is consumed and it 
reaches my bones and they become brittle. Then take them and 
grind them, and scatter them in the sea."’ So they did that, but 
Allah gathered him together and said to him: ‘Why did you do 
that?" He said, ‘Because I feared You." So Allah forgave 
him, 


‘Uqbah bin ‘Amr said, ‘1 heard him # say that, and the man 
was a gravedigger.’ "!!! 
Many versions of this Hadith were recorded in the Two Sahihs. 
One of these versions mentions that he commanded his sons 
to burn him and then grind his remains into small pieces, and 
then scatter half of them on land and half of them on the sea 
on a windy day. So they did that, then Allah commanded the 
sea to gather together whatever remains were in it, and He 
commanded the land to do likewise, then he said to him, 
“Be!”, and he was a man, standing. Allah said to him. “What 
made you do what you did?” He said, “The fear of You, and 
You know best.” Straight away He forgave him.!?! 


Cas AG oe EN SBI 3 SI Jee oly 


¢He Who produces for you fire out of the green tree, when 
behold you kindle therewith .> 


1) Ahmad 5:395. 
(21 Fath Al-Bari 6:594, Muslim 4:2110. 
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means, the One Who initiated the creation of this tree from 
water, when it has become green and beautiful, bearing fruit, 
then He changes it until it becomes dry wood with which fires 
are lit. For He does whatever He wills and He is able to do 
whatever He wills, and none can stop Him. Qatadah said 
concerning the Ayah: 


ECON, gin 8? GO wat ne ttt oye ee be te 
Ca 5s2gg 43 po \s\s ue pay pd on SS jee ship 


€He Who produces for you fire out of the green tree, when 
behold you kindle therewith .> 


this means, the One Who brought forth this fire from this tree 
is able to resurrect him. It was said that this refers to the 
Markh tree and the ‘Afar tree, which grow in the Hijaz. If one 
wants to light a fire but has no kindling with him, then he 
takes two green branches from these trees and rubs one 
against the other, and fire is produced from them. So they are 
just like kindling. This was reported from Ibn ‘Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him. 

SB GE Se IB ph ONG oat SE dt is 

wa, SH GAS SSS OS Ae SE ooh yA ca at 


Cae DY yh F ESL 
481. Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth, able to 
create the like of them? Yes, indeed! He is the All-Knowing 
Supreme Creator.> 


€82. Verily, His command, when He intends a thing, is only 
that He says to it, ‘‘Be!" - and it is!> 


¢83. So glorified be He and exalted (above all that they 
associate with Him), and in Whose Hand is the dominion of all 
things, and to Him you shall be returned .> 


Allah points out His great might and power in that He created 
the seven heavens with all their stars and planets, and the 
seven earths with everything in them of mountains, sands, 
oceans and wildernesses, and everything in between. He tells 
us to find the proof that He will re-create our bodies in His 
creation of these mighty things. This is like the Ayah: 


AS gh & KEN ONG oyccit 45> 
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¢The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater 
than the creation of mankind} (40:57). 


And Allah says here: 
CH BEAK pi PNG s5c2l GE sit Sisi> 


¢Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth, able to 
create the like of them?> 


meaning, the like of mankind. So, He will re-create them as He 
created them in the first place. Ibn Jarir said, “This Ayah is 
like the Ayah: 


GAAS ph Sak @ DG ANG ooo Ge call HT A> 
CIS 3 ons AL Spall 


4Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the 
earth, and was not wearied by their creation, is able to give life 
to the dead? Yes, He surely is able to do all things.> (46:33)” 


And Allah says here: 
4 LIS as 4§ ifs Acs Sl Ti dell Tes Ca Cy tah gilt 3s; cy che 


€Yes, indeed! He is the All-Knowing Supreme Creator. Verily, 
His command, when He intends a thing, is only that He says 
to it, “Bel''- and it is!> 
meaning, He only needs to command a thing once; it does not 
need to be repeated or confirmed. 
When Allah wants a thing to happen, He only says to it: 
“Be!” once, and it is. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Dharr, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said that the Messenger of Allah 2 said: 
Bl pRB 25u ye Vy Se RE ote 6 d,8 Jui ‘at Sy 
lhe GIG Joi ey Leu 35s Gy SI Vy 58 SSS «5 
05S 35 5 ISIE EE L551 by gos Les als 


‘Allah, may He be exalted, says: ‘‘O My servants, all of you 
are sinners apart from those whom I protect from sin. Seek My 
forgiveness and I will forgive you. All of you are in need except 
for those whom I make independent. I am Most Generous, 
Majestic, and I do whatever I will. My giving is a word and 
My punishment is a word. When I want a thing to happen I 
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bowing, he said, 
Cis IA) al aac 
tAllah hears the one who praises Him.» Then he said; 
Geb; US SoSodty o Si 63 a LS 


«Praise be to Allah, the Owner of Malakiit, might, pride and 
greatness.» 


His bowing was as long as his standing position, and his 
prostration was as long as his bowing. Then he finished and 
my legs were nearly broken.”!!! 

Abu Dawud recorded that ‘Awf bin Malik Al-Ashja‘i, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, “I stood in prayer with the 
Messenger of Allah # one night and he recited Al-Baqarah. He 
did not reach any Ayah that mentioned mercy but he paused 
and asked for it, and he did not reach any Ayah that 
mentioned punishment but he paused and sought refuge from 
it. Then he bowed for as long as he had stood, and while 
bowing he said, 


eich ou ish o Sidty os call gs Oe 
«Glory be to Allah, the Owner of might, Malakiit, pride and 
greatness.» 


Then he prostrated for as long as he had bowed, and said 
something similar while prostrating. Then he stood and recited 
Al ‘Imran, then he recited one Stirah after another.”?! This 
was recorded by At-Tirmidhi in Ash-Shamd’il and An-Nasai.'*! 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Sirah Yd Sin. All praise and 
thanks are due to Allah. 


1) Ahmad 5:396. 
(21 Abu Dawud 1:544. 
(31 Shama'il At-Tirmidhi 164, An-Nasa’7 2:223. 


Stirah 37. As-Saffat (1 - 5) (Part-23) 231 


The Tafsir of Surat As-Saffat 
(Chapter - 37} 
Which was revealed in Makkah 


The Virtues of Surat As-Saffat 


An-Nasa’l recorded 


NaN cece gasic4 Sithat ‘Abdullah bin 
ae ‘Umar, may Allah be 


pleased with him, 
said, “The Messenger 
of Allah + used to 
command us to make 
our prayers short and 
he used to recite As- 
Saffat when he lead 
us in prayer.”'! This 
was recorded by An- 
Nasa’ only. 


one canal GMO ISIS, 
Es SNR Gatti sags Ai 
Bee hue 5 LENG OF ON fo 
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evant paren ate Ofalaiere scibaacai 
SANA Mine ae 
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ti _ i Ah 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Most Gracious, the 
Most Merciful. 


41. By those ranged in ranks.> 
42. By those who drive the clouds in a good way.> 


(1 An-Nasa’i 2:95. 
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<3. By those who bring the Dhikr.> 
€4. Verily, your God is indeed One ;> 
€5. Lord of the heavens and of the earth, and all that is 
between them, and Lord of every point of the sun's risings.> 
The angels witness to the Oneness of Allah. It was reported that 
‘Abdullah bin Mas‘d, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 
irks gSat> 
“<By those ranged in ranks.) - they are the angels; 
CGS I> 
<€By those who drive the clouds in a good way.> 
they are the angels; 
2583 cab > 
€By those who bring the Dhikr.> 
they are the angels.”"! This was also the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, Masriq, Sa‘id bin Jubayr, 
‘Ikrimah, Mujahid, As-Suddi, Qatadah and Ar-Rabi‘ bin 
Anas.'7] Qatadah said, “The angels form ranks in the 


heavens.”*! Muslim recorded that Hudhayfah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah wz said: 


Webs; Spi ois Gus cis eh On le hap 
cad aod 6S 15) heb Wit Oats des YS Jas 

‘We have been favored over the rest of mankind in three ways: 

our ranks have been made like the ranks of the angels; the 

entire earth has been made a Masjid for us; and its soil has 

been made a means of purification for us if we cannot find 

water 9141 

Muslim, Abu Dawud, An-Nasa’ and Ibn Majah recorded that 


Jabir bin Samurah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The 
Messenger of Allah # said: 


Dl At-Tabari 21:7. 
1 alOurtubi 15:61 62. 
(31 At-Tabari 21:7. 
41 Muslim 1:371. 
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69455 She Ketch Casi us bat vf 
«Will you not form ranks as the angels form ranks in the 
presence of their Lord?» 
We said, ‘How do the angels form ranks in the presence of 
their Lord?’ He #% said: 
O45) 35,515) bi GLb bth 
(They complete the rows nearer the front and they consolidate 
the rows. »"1! 


As-Suddi and others said that the Ayah 
CEG opSOd 


= 


<By those who drive the clouds in a good way.) means that they 
drive the clouds. 


<By those who bring the Dhikr.> 


As-Suddi said, “The angels bring the Scriptures and the 
Qur’an from Allah to mankind.” 


The One True God is Allah 
4G oseal 5 BLS Kh ap 


<Verily, your God is indeed One, Lord of the heavens and the 
earth,> 


This is the One by Whom the oath is sworn, stating that there 
is no God worthy of worship but He, Lord of the heavens and 
the earth, 


4H wD 
¢and all that is between them,> means, of created beings. 
43,751 23 
gand Lord of every point of the sun's risings.> 


''l Muslim 1:223, Abu Dawud 1:431, An-Nasa? 2:92, Ibn Majah 
1:317. 
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means, He is the Sovereign Who is controlling His creation by 
subjugating it and all that is in it of stars, planets and 
heavenly bodies which appear from the east and set in the 
west. Mentioning the east is sufficient and there is no need for 
the west to be mentioned too, because it is implied in what is 
said. This has also been stated clearly elsewhere, in the Aydt. 


€So I swear by the Lord of all the points of sunrise and sunset 
in the east and the west that surely We are able. (70:40) 


€onall 25 Al Sp 
«(He is) the Lord of the two easts and the Lord of the two 
wests .> (55:17) 


which refers to the rising and setting points of the sun and 
the moon in both winter and summer. 
Msi Hy oe ab ght Ff es BS By y Gat At GS typ 
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<6. Verily, We have adorned the near heaven with the stars.> 
€7. And to guard against every rebellious Shaytan.> 

48. They cannot listen to the higher group for they are pelted 
from every side.> 

49. Outcast, and theirs is a constant torment.> 


410. Except such as snatch away something by stealing, and 
they are pursued by a flaming fire of piercing brightness.> 


The Adornment and Protection of the Heaven comes 
from Allah 


Allah tells us that He has adorned the lowest heaven with the 
heavenly bodies for those among the people of the earth who 
look at it. The stars and planets in the sky give light to the 
people of earth, as Allah says: 
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¢And indeed We have adorned the nearest nee with lamps, 
and We have made such lamps (as) missiles to drive away the 


Surah 37. As-Saffat (6 - 10) (Part-23 235 


Shayatin, and have prepared for them the torment of the blazing 
Fire.> (67:5), 
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€And indeed, We have put the big stars in the heaven and We 
beautified it for the beholders. And We have guarded it from 
every outcast Shaytan. Except him who steals the hearing then 
he is pursued by a clear flaming fire.» (15:16-18). 


And Allah says here: 
5d 
¢And to guard} meaning, to protect as it should be protected, 
{a6 ht F i> 


dagainst every rebellious Shaytin.> means, every insolent and 
impudent devil, when he wants to eavesdrop (on news in the 
heavens), a piercing fire comes and burns him. Allah, may He 
be glorified, says: 


45K i 5 5 


<They cannot listen to the higher group» meaning, they cannot 
reach the higher group — which refers to the heavens and the 
angels in them - when they speak of what has been revealed by 
Allah of His Laws and decrees. We have already mentioned this 
when explaining the Hadiths quoted when we discussed the 
Ayah, 
42551 Bait Say SUS KS SEGUE tye oe 9B > 

«when fear is banished from their hearts, they say: ''What is it 

that your Lord has said?"' They say: “The truth. And He is the 

Most High, the Most Great.» (34:23). 
Allah says: mu, 

€ip5a5> 
¢for they are pelted> meaning, they are hit, 
46 F ud 


¢from every side.> means, from all directions from which they 
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try to reach the heaven. 7 

4538 
<Outcast,> means, they are rejected, and are repelled and 
prevented from reaching it, and they are pelted. 


Leh ike hsp 
¢and theirs is a constant torment.) means, in the Hereafter, they 
will have an ongoing, everlasting and painful torment, as Allah 
says: 
<nattl GrSe oh Cal > 
qand [We] have prepared for them the torment of the blazing 
Fire> (67:5). 


qiiidi Gs & yp 
¢Except such as snatch away something by stealing,> 


means, except for the one among the Shaydtin who manages 
to get something, which is a word he has heard from the 
heaven. Then he throws it down to the one who is beneath 
him, who in turn throws it down to the one who is beneath 
him. Perhaps the flaming fire will strike him before he is able 
to throw it down, or perhaps he will throw it - by the decree of 
Allah - before the flaming fire strikes him and burns him. So 
the other devil takes it to the soothsayer, as we have seen 
previously in the Hadith. Allah says: 


<Except such as snatch away something by stealing, and they 
are pursued by a flaming fire of piercing brightness .> 
meaning, shining brightly. 
Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, “The Shaydtin had places where they sat in the 
heavens listening to what was being revealed by Allah. The 
stars did not move and the Shaydtin were not struck. When 
they heard the revelation, they would come down to earth and 
to every word they would add nine of their own. When the 
Messenger of Allah #¢ was sent, if a Shaytadn wanted to take 
his seat in the heavens, the flaming fire would come and 
would not miss him; it would burn him every time. They 
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complained about this to Iblis, may Allah curse him, and he 
said, ‘Something must have happened.’ He sent his troops out 
and they found the Messenger of Allah 3% standing in prayer 
between the two mountains of Nakhlah.” - Waki‘ said, “This 
means in the valley of Nakhlah.” - “They went back to Iblis 
and told him about that, and he said, This is what has 
happened.’ !] 
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€11. Then ask them: “Are they harder to create, or those whom 

We have created?" Verily, We created them of a sticky clay.> 

€12. Nay, you wondered while they mock.> 

€13. And when they are reminded, they pay no attention .> 

414. And when they see an Ayah (a sign) from Allah, they 

mock at it.> 

€15. And they say: ‘This is nothing but evident magic!"'> 

416. “When we are dead and have become dust and bones, 

shall we verily be resurrected?''p 

€17. “And also our fathers of old?''> 

€18. Say : Yes, and you shall then be humiliated .""> 


419. It will be a single Zajrah,”! and behold, they will be 
staring!> 


The Certainty of Life after Death 


Allah says: ‘Ask these people, those who deny the resurrection, 
which is harder to create? Are they more difficult to create or 
the heavens, the earth, the angels, devils, the mighty creatures 
- everything in between them?’ Ibn Mas‘ad said that they 
admitted that these things were harder to create than they 
were.3] If this is the case, then why do they deny the 


(1 At-Tabari 21:12. 
[2] See the Tafsir of Strat As-S&ffat [37:19]. 
13) At-Tabari 21:19. 
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resurrection, when they see things that are greater than that 
which they deny? As Allah says: 


Yl FEN SG ot ge KEN GG opel SED 
qb s 
€The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater 
than the creation of mankind; yet, most of mankind know not> 
(40:57) 
Then Allah explains that they were created from something 
weak, as He says: 


4.07 gab of GE Op 
<Verily, We created them of a sticky clay.» Mujahid, Said bin 
Jubayr and Ad-Dahhak said, “This is the useful kind of mud 
which sticks to itself.”'! Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, and ‘Tkrimah said, “It is sticky and useful.” Qatadah said, 
“It is that which sticks to the hand.” 


<Nay, you wondered while they mock.» means, ‘you were 
astounded, O Muhammad, at these people who denied the 
resurrection whilst you were certain that it is true, when they 
disbelieved in what Allah told you of this wondrous matter, 
which is the re-creation of their bodies after they have 
disintegrated. They oppose what you say because of their 
intense disbelief and they make fun of what you tell them 
about that.’ 

Qatadah said, “Muhammad # was astounded by the 
mockery of the misguided ones among the sons of Adam.” ?! 


ia iF Gd 
¢And when they see an Ayah> means, clear evidence and proof, 
byt > 
<i mock at it.» Mujahid and Qatddah said, “They make fun of 
it.’ 


('l Al-Qurtubi 15:69, At-Tabari 21:22. 
[2] At-Tabari 21:23. 
13) At-Tabari 21:24. 
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verily be resurrected? 
And also our fathers of 
old?» 
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€Say: “Yes, and you shall then be humiliated" .> 
means, ‘tell them, O Muhammad: Yes, you will be raised up 
on the Day of Resurrection, after you have become dust and 
bones, and you will be humiliated,’ i.e., put to shame before 
His great might. This is like the Aydt: 
€in55 ol ns) 
And all shall come to Him, humbled} (27:87), and 
dash 26 YhiS Site % KEG all Bp 
<Verily, those who scorn My worship, they will surely enter 
Hell in humiliation!> (40:60) 
Then Allah says: 
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it will be a single Zajrah, and behold, they will be staring!> 
means, it will be a single command from Allah, He will call 
them once to come forth from the earth, then they will be 
standing before Him, staring at the horrors of the Day of 
Resurrection. And Allah knows best. 
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€20. They will say: ‘Woe to us! This is the Day of 

Recompense!"'> 

€21. (It will be said :) ‘This is the Day of Judgement which you 

used to deny.’’> 

€22. (It will be said to the angels:) Assemble those who did 

wrong, together with their companions and what they used to 

worship ,> 

€23. Instead of Allah, and lead them on to the way of flaming 

Fire (Hell) ;> 

¢24. But stop them, verily, they are to be questioned.> 

€25. “What is the matter with you? Why do you not help one 

another?"'> 

€26. Nay, but that Day they shall surrender.> 


The Day of Recompense 


Allah tells us what the disbeliever will say on the Day of 
Resurrection, how they will blame themselves and admit that 
they wronged themselves in this world. When they see the 
horrors of the Day of Resurrection with their own eyes, they 
will be filled with regret at the time when regret will not avail 
them anything. 


Cesk 6 OS GS, > 
«They will say : ‘Woe to us! This is the Day of Recompense!''> 
And the angels and the believers will say: 
CIS oy 2S ill cai 15 hap 
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<This is the Day of Judgement which you used to deny.> 
This will be said to them as a rebuke and reproof. Allah will 


command the angels to separate the disbeliever from the 
believers in the place ee they are standing. Allah says: 


4 pied AS ca gts 


(It will be said to the angels :) Assemble those who did wrong, 

together with their companions> 
An-Nu‘man bin Bashir, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 
“Their companions means their counterparts, those who are 
like them.”"! This was also the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, Sa‘id bin 
Jubayr, Ikrimah, Mujahid, As-Suddi, Abu Salih, Abu Al- 
‘Aliyah and Zayd bin Aslam.”?! Sharik said, narrating from 
Simak, from An-Nu‘man: “I heard ‘Umar say: 


Sees (As Salt (Yt> 
<Assemble those who did wrong, together with their 
companions> 


means, Those who are like them. So those who committed 
Zina will be gathered with others who committed Zind, those 
who dealt in Ribd will be gathered with others who dealt in 
Ribd, those who drank wine will be gathered with others who 
drank wine.’ Mujahid and Said bin Jubayr narrated from Ibn 
‘Abbas: 


€anch> 
<their companions) means “Their friends.” 
4a ob og TOES BS GD 


¢and what they used to worship. Instead of Allah,> means, instead 
of Allah, i.e., their idols and false gods will be gathered together 
with them in the same place. 


Cell bie S pat 


<and lead them on to the way of flaming Fire.) means, take them 
to the way to Hell. This is like the Ayah: 


(1) At-Tabari 21:27. 
[2] At-Tabari 21:27, 28. 
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¢and We shall gather them together on the Day of Resurrection 
on their faces, blind, dumb and deaf; their abode will be Hell; 
whenever it abates, We shall increase for them the fierceness of 
the Fire> (17:97). 


<But stop them, verily, they are to be questioned .> 


means, stop them so that they may be questioned about the 
things they did and said in this world. As Ad-Dahhak said, 
narrating from Ibn ‘Abbas, this means, ‘detain them, for they 
are to be brought to account.’ ‘Abdullah bin Al-Mubarak said, 
“I heard Uthmdan bin Za’idah say, The first thing about which 
a man will be asked is the company that he kept. Then by 
way of rebuke, it will be said to them: 


Ewa ¥ Ki up 


What is the matter with you? Why do you not help one 
another?>.’ ” 


meaning, ‘as you claimed that you would all help one another.’ 
eRionts i oD 
«Nay, but that Day they shall surrender .> 


means, they will be subjected to the command of Allah, and 
they will not be able to resist it or avoid it. And Allah knows 
best. 
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€27. And they will turn to one another and question one 
another .> 


€28. They will say: “It was you who used to come to us from 


ve 
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the right side."’> 

€29. They will reply: “Nay, you yourselves were not 
believers .'"> 

€30. “And we had no authority over you. Nay! But you were a 
transgressing people .'’> 

€31. “So now the Word of our Lord has been justified against 
us, that we shall certainly taste (the torment)."’> 

432. “So we led you astray because we were ourselves 
astray ."’> 

433. Then verily, that Day, they will (all) share in the 
torment .> 

434. Certainly, that is how We deal with the criminals.> 

435. Truly, when it was said to them: ‘La ilaha illallah,”’ they 
puffed themselves up with pride.> 

436. And (they) said: ‘Are we going to abandon our gods for 
the sake of a mad poet?'’> 


437. Nay! he has come with the truth and he confirms the 
Messengers .> 


The arguing of the Idolators on the Day of Resurrection 


Allah tells us that the disbeliever will blame one another in the 
arena of Resurrection, just as they will argue with one another 
in the levels of Hell: 
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The weak will say to those who were arrogant: ‘'Verily, we 
followed you, can you then take from us some portion of the 
Fire?" Those who were arrogant will say: "We are all 
(together) in this (Fire)! Verily, Allah has judged between (His) 
servants!""> (40:47-48) 
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<But if you could see when the wrongdoers will be made to 
stand before their Lord, how they will cast the (blaming) word 
one to another! Those who were deemed weak will say to those 
who were arrogant: ‘Had it not been for you, we should 
certainly have been believers!" And those who were arrogant 
will say to those who were deemed weak: “Did we keep you 
back from guidance after it had come to you? Nay, but you 
were criminals.” Those who were deemed weak will say to those 
who were arrogant: “Nay, but it was your plotting by night 
and day, when you ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and set up 
rivals to Him!’ And each of them (parties) will conceal their 
own regrets, when they behold the torment. And We shall put 
iron collars round the necks of those who disbelieved. Are they 
requited aught except what they used to do?> (34:31-33) 


Similarly, they are described here as saying: 


desl 2 EX KD 


It was you who used to come to us from the right side.> 
Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said; “They will say, ‘You 
used to force us because of your position of power over us, for 
we were weak and you were strong.” Qataddah said, “Men will 
say to the Jinn, ‘You used to come to us from the right side to 
block every good deed, and you told us not to do it and you 
tried to put obstacles in our way.” As-Suddi said, “You used 
to come to us to block the truth, and you made falsehood look 
attractive to us, and you prevented us from seeing the 
truth.4"! Ibn Zayd said, it means: “You stood in the way 
between us and goodness, and you repelled us from Islam and 
faith and doing the good deeds that we had been commanded 
to do.”7! Yazid Ar-Rishk said, “from La ildha illallah.” 


Wak US Jb Wey 


(1 At-Tabari 21:32. 
21 At-Tabari 21:32. 
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<They will reply: ‘Nay, you yourselves were not believers .'’> 


The leaders of the Jinn and mankind will say to their 
followers, “It is not as you say; your hearts denied faith and 
were open to disbelief and sin.” 


dpi og KE 0 wD 
And we had no authority over you.» means, ‘we had no proof of 
the truth of that to which we called you.’ 


kink ES iD 
<Nay! But you were a transgressing people.> 
You yourselves were evildoers and transgressors against the 
truth, so you responded to us and neglected the truth which 
the Prophets brought with proof, and you went against them.’ 


¢So now the Word of our Lord has been justified against us, 
that we shall certainly (have to) taste (the torment). So we led 
you astray because we were ourselves astray .> 


Those who were arrogant will say to those who were deemed 
weak, ‘the Word of Allah has been justified against us, that we 
are among the doomed who will taste the punishment of the 
Day of Resurrection.’ 


Sash 
<So we led you astray> means, ‘so we called you to misguidance,’ 
ing © > 
¢because we were ourselves astray.» means, ‘we called you to 
follow the path which we were on, and you responded.’ Allah 
says: 
CE Ng AF ped 
¢Then verily, that Day, they will (all) share in the torment .> 


means, all of them will be in Hell, each according to what he 
deserves. 
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<Certainly, that is how We deal with criminals. Truly, when it 
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was said to them: “La ilaha illallah," they puffed themselves up 
with pride.> 
means, in this world they were too arrogant to say these 
words as the believers said them. Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that 
Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the 
Messenger of Allah 3% said: 
BMWA 5035 aN ss 2 on pel ofa 
hes 3 ail Me Sie aby, Vd Ju ne 
\] have been commanded to fight the people until they say La 
ilaha ill-Allah. Whoever says La ilaha illallah, he and his 
property are safe from me except for his obligation, and his 
reckoning will be with Allah, may He be glorified .»'"! 


Allah revealed in His Book the story of people who were 
arrogant, as He says: 


AS tek HG Ol ts aks ai 9 A ie BE a> 
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€Truly, when it was said to them: “La ilaha illallah,” they 


puffed themselves up with pride. And (they) said: “Are we 
going to abandon our gods for the sake of a mad poet?''> 
meaning, ‘Shall we stop worshipping our gods and the gods of 
our forefathers just because of the words of this mad poet?’ - 
meaning the Messenger of Allah 3%. Allah said in refutation of 
their attitude: 
EH de E> 
€Nay! he has come with the truth> meaning, the Messenger of 
Allah #% has brought the truth with all that Allah has revealed 
to him of stories and commandments. 
incr 5125p 


qand he confirms the Messengers.» means, he fulfills their 
prophecies of his praiseworthy characteristics and his perfect 
way, and he tells people of the Laws and commands of Allah, as 
they said he would. 


1] Muslim 1:52. 
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¢Nothing is said to you except what was said to the Messengers 
before you> (41:43). 
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€38. Verily, you are going to taste the painful torment ;> 


€39. And you will be requited nothing except for what you 
used to do.> 


440. Save the chosen servants of Allah.» 

€41. For them there will be a known provision,> 
€42. Fruits; and they shall be honored,> 

443. In the Gardens of Delight,> 

¢44, Facing one another on thrones.> 

445. Round them will be passed a cup of pure wine> 
446. White, delicious to the drinkers .> 


447. Neither will they have Ghawl from that nor will they 
suffer intoxication therefrom .> 

448. And beside them will be Qasirat-At-Tarf with (wide and 
beautiful) eyes .> 

€49. as if they were Bayd Makniin.> 


The Punishment of the Idolators and the Reward of the 
sincere Believers 


Allah says, addressing the people: 
4HISKE fs Ak GY, Se 5 RI LG IBIS yp 
<Verily, you are going to taste the painful torment; and you 
will be requited nothing except for what you used to do.> 
Then He makes an exception in the case of His sincerely 
believing servants. This is like the Aydt: 
dona hss Mn Sai) Bg Syl | GH alp 


248 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


<By the Time. Verily, man is in loss, Except those who believe 
and do righteous deeds...> (103:1-3), 


“ego Pe esd 
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<Verily, We created man in the best stature. Then We reduced 

him to the lowest of the low. Save those who believe and do 
righteous deeds> (95:4-6). 

oe B 

<There is not one of you but will pass over it (Hell); this is 

with your Lord, a decree which must be accomplished. Then We 


shall save those who have Taqwa. And We shall leave the 
wrongdoers therein to their knees.> (19:71-72); and 


< 
a 
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<Every person is a pledge for what he has earned, except those 

on the right} (74:38-39). 
Allah says here: 

Baska A ste Vp 

<Save the chosen servants of Allah.» meaning, they will not taste 
the painful torment nor will they be brought to account. Their 
evil acts, if there are any, will be overlooked, and each good 


deed will be rewarded in multiples of between ten and seven 
hundred, or as much as Allah wills. 


¢For them there will be a known provision,» Qatadah and As- 


Suddi said, “This means Paradise.”") It is explained further in 
the next Ayah: 


<> 
¢Fruits> meaning, of different kinds. 
45g ASD 


(1 At-Tabari 21:35. 
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€and they shall be honored,» means, they will be served and will 
live a life of luxury. 


€In the Gardens of Delight, facing one another on thrones.> 


Mujahid said, “One of them will not look at one another’s 
backs. "1! 


{Wik 
€Round them will be passed a cup of pure wine - white, 
delicious to the drinkers. Neither will they have Ghawl from 
that nor will they suffer intoxication therefrom .> 


This is like the Ayah: 
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tans 
<Immortal boys will go around them (serving), with cups, and 
jugs, and a glass of flowing wine, from which they will get 
neither any aching of the head nor any intoxication .>(56:17- 
19). 
Allah refined the wine of Paradise from the bad effects of the 
wine of this world, which causes headaches and stomach 
aches — which is the meaning of Ghawl - causing people to 
lose their minds completely. So He says here: 
4Bigs oi Ks pels SGD 


ee 
<Round them will be passed a cup of pure wine> 


meaning, wine from a flowing stream which they do not fear 
will ever be cut off or cease. Malik narrated that Zayd bin 
Aslam said, “White flowing wine,” meaning, with a bright, 
shining color, unlike the wine of this earth with its ugly, 
repulsive colors of red, black, yellow and turbid shades, and 
other features which are repugnant to anyone of a sound 
nature. 


ding pil jp 


(1 Al-Qurtubi 15:77. 
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édelicious to the drinkers.» means, its taste will be as good as its 
color, and a good taste indicates that it has a good smell, 
unlike the wine of this world. 


we 


453 Ga Yd 
¢Neither will they have Ghawl from that 


means, it will not have any effects on them such as causing 
stomach aches. This was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, Mujahid, Qatadah and Ibn Zayd.''! This is 
unlike the wine of this world, which causes colic and so on, 
because it is too watery. 


yn, G2 od SGP 


¢nor will they suffer intoxication therefrom .> 


Mujahid said, “It will not cause them to lose their minds.”?! 


This was also the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, Muhammad bin Ka‘, 
Al-Hasan. ‘Ata’ bin Abi Muslim Al-Khurasani, As-Suddi and 
others. Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn Abbas said, “Wine 
causes four things: intoxication, headache, vomiting and 
urine.”9! So, when Allah mentions the wine of Paradise, He 
states that it is free of these characteristics, as mentioned in 
Surat As-Sdaffat. 


€ilil Shed Aleesd 
¢And beside them will be Qasirat At-Tarf> 
means, chaste females, who will not look at anyone other than 


their husbands, as Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Zayd bin Aslam, 
Qatadah, As-Suddi and others said.{) 


{ied 


qwith (wide and beautiful) eyes »means, with beautiful eyes. It was 
also said that it means with wide eyes, which is connected to the 
first meaning. They are wide-eyed and beautiful, and their eyes 
are described as being beautiful and chaste. Allah says: 


0) At-Tabari 21:38. 

(21 At-Tabari 21:40. 

(31 aj-Qurtubi 15:79. 
(41 At-Tabari 21:41, 42. 
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CULENIEE ££A Zao ait ae 8 ope > 
< 2 AES TES oe + FB owster 272 3g = = 
A emcee Cy mee 
374 Fi e241 122 2 Wie 4 47 
ly a Sole pel BED dyalles WaJbG Sr ms ¢4And beside them will 
sees SSE ol be Qasirat At-Tarf, with 
fete, 2 afer wide and beautiful 
: <A AICI Bais. g: 24 ite > ful) 
ousictnisiOe eee Set. deus A,N1 4HOS5S ihe Jan i> 
re igs a vv oe 
z SeeANE Reel GoLaijasis ses das if they were Bayd 
Re “<4 JESAVA CD Q< alt Ri Iptere sce eal Makniin .> Their bodies 


are described as 


: ph Lak Gail G3. aA lage having the most 


eee 


< 


34204 stir 2 aegis 2A is A perfect color. ‘Ali bin 
Pein Sauilesaacaste yy oY Abi Talhah reported 


eh Zr er S 4 ' > cr ‘ = 
eel acre a fy} phi cabal Uae that Ibn ‘Abbas, may. 
Bre oge s ete B Pale Allah be pleased with 
Ww wet asec ood Dalia cabal ay 2 him: 


mi BBD Ge heii QOS Ga fek> 
Biyicilawnsg SS B= BE a4 das if they were nag 


Oe cere, Makniin.> means, as if 
C3 <n acai RG L ) 
arenes lai v, they were hidden 


Osi N a4 AN tee HO Jotoi pearls, |?! 


——— said: 
WS Jo Ber zy 


as if they were Bayd Makniin.> means, protected, never touched 
by any hands. As-Suddi said, “The well preserved egg in its 
nest.” Said bin Jubayr ioe 


S358 a gas jan 5h > 


€as if they were Bayd Mletan’s means, “The inside of the egg.” 
‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani said, “It is the membrane which is between 
its outer shell and its inner contents.” As-Suddi said: 


(OOK 3 EO 


as if they were Bayd Makniin.> means, “The white of the egg 


(1) at-Tabari 21:43. 
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when its shell is removed.” Ibn Jarir’s view concerning the 
meaning of Makniin (well preserved) is that the outer shell is 
touched by the wing of the bird and the nest, and by people’s 
hands, unlike the interior of the egg. And Allah knows best. 

“4 424 Aa NM TY ty ware BT 40 CA ree, or te op der tette 

jd ES be Bis J 5 oS IG SG SNE Les & pees iy 

i Abb Bias i fb ie Qe Oy Ge 6) Qawali 


4 
Er apetl AM OE te ty ae Fes at ee hie eee GF, Ne. 
ad V Spal sk es ol (iwint, OF by at Liye “YI Gea) 


eee 


en 


EHSL rea ie JE) 


rd 


450. Then they will turn to one another, mutually 
questioning .> 

€51. A speaker of them will say: ‘'Verily, I had a companion 
(in the world),'"> 

€52. ‘Who used to say: ‘Are you among those who believe.> 
453. (That) when we die and become dust and bones, shall we 
indeed be indebted (Madintin)?'''> 

€54. (The speaker) said: ‘Will you look down?’'> 

€55. So he looked down and saw him in the midst of the Fire.> 
€56. He said: “By Allah! You have nearly ruined me."’> 


€57. ‘Had it not been for the grace of my Lord, I would 
certainly have been among those brought forth (to Hell).''> 


458. “Are we then not to die (any more)?''> 

€59. “Except our first death, and we shall not be punished?''> 
¢€60. Truly, this is the supreme success!> 

<61. For the like of this let the workers work .> 


The gathering of the People of Paradise, and the 
exchange between One of Them and His Counterpart 
in Hell, and His Gratitude for the Blessings of Allah 


Allah tells us how the people of Paradise will turn to one 
another, asking one another about their situation, how they 
were in this world and what they suffered. This is part of their 
conversation when they get together to converse and drink, 
sitting on their thrones, servants coming and going, bringing 


i. 
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all kinds of good food, drink, clothes and other delights no eye 
has seen, no ear has heard, never having comprehend the 
mind of man. 
qt bE 5 ors A SGD 
€A speaker of them will say: ‘Verily, I had a companion...''> 
Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him said, “This refers to an idolator man who had a 
companion among the believers in this world.”!! 
552i 55 EN I> 
«Who used to say: “Are you among those who believe...’'> 

means, ‘do you believe in the resurrection after death, and the 


Reckoning and reward or punishment?’ He used to say that by 
way of astonishment, disbelief and stubbornness. 


qr Sp CF es OF ue Galp 
<(That) when we die and become dust and bones, shall we 
indeed be indebted (Madiniin) .> 


Mujahid and As-Suddi said, “Brought to account.”?! Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and Muhammad bin 
Kab Al-Qurazi said, “Rewarded or punished according to our 
deeds.”*! Both views are correct. 


CBs 2) Je Jey 
<(The speaker) said : ‘'Will you look down?’'> 
meaning, look over. The believer will say this to his 
companions among the people of Paradise. 
<So he looked down and saw him in the midst of the Fire.> 


Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Sa‘id bin Jubayr, 
Khulayd Al-‘Usari, Qatadah, As-Suddi and ‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani 
said, “This means, in the middle of Hell.”*) Al-Hasan Al- 


(1) At-Tabari 21:45. 
[2] at-Tabari 21:47. 
(3) At-Tabari 21:47. 
(4) At-Tabari 21:48. 
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Basri said, “In the middle of Hell as if he were a burning 
star”! 


2 td ES of dl I6> 
¢He said: “By Allah! You have nearly ruined me.''> 


The believer will say, addressing the disbeliever: By Allah, you 
nearly caused me to be doomed, if I had obeyed you.’ 
a aes 


Boil S EY te Vid 


€Had it not been for the grace of my Lord, I would certainly 
have been among those brought forth (to Hell).> 


means, ‘Were it not for the favor of my Lord towards me, I 
would have been like you in the middle of Hell where you are, 
brought forth with you for punishment. But He bestowed His 
grace upon me, had mercy upon me and guided me to faith 
and to belief in Him Alone.’ 


di OS TY aa © w 
¢and never could we have found guidance, were it not that 
Allah had guided us!> (7:43) 


ac. te en Tk 0 asa 
q 2a Guin 2 U; SI Gy wy ese 3A talp 


"sae 


Are we then not to die (any more)? Except our first death, 
and we shall not be punished? 


This is what the believers will say when they feel joy at what 
Allah has given them, and they realize that they are to remain 
in Paradise forever with no punishment and no death to come. 
Allah says: 
psi Si Bs ap 
€Truly, this is the supreme success!» Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, 
“They know that death brings an end to every delight, so they 
will say, 
CR ihe, 2 5 IN ae, Op 


¢Are we then not to die? Except our first death, and we shall 
not be punished? 


( At-Tabari 21:48. 
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It will be said, “No, 
pal Sih Gas ap 
€Truly, this is the supreme success!>.”\") 
EHSL xB Os JUD 
<For the like of this let the workers work.» Ibn Jarir said, “These 
are the Words of Allah, and it means: for the like of this 


pleasure and this success, let the workers work in this world, 
so that they may attain it in the Hereafter.|?! 


The Story of Two Israelites 


They mentioned the story of two men among the Children of 
Israel who were partners and who are included in the meaning 
of this Ayah. Abu Ja‘far bin Jarir recorded that Furat bin 
Tha‘labah Al-Bahrani said concerning the Ayah, 
52h bE Gt} 

4Verily, I had a companion» “There were two men who were 
partners and had collected eight thousand Dindrs. One of them 
had a craft and the other did not. The one who had a craft said 
to the other, ‘You do not have a craft, so I think I will divide the 
money with you and leave you’ So he left him. Then the man 
bought a house, belonging to a king who had died, for the price 
of one thousand Dinars. He called his companion and showed 
him the house, saying, ‘What do you think of this house? I 
bought it for one thousand Dindrs.’ He said, ‘How beautiful it 
is.’ When he went out he said, ‘O Allah, this companion of mine 
has bought this house for one thousand Dindrs; I ask You for 
one of the houses of Paradise - and he gave one thousand 
Dinars in charity.’ Then as much time passed as Allah willed 
should pass. 

The first man married a woman with a dowry of one 
thousand Dindrs, and invited his companion and made food 
for him. When he came, he said, I have married this woman 
with a dowry of one thousand Dindrs.’ He replied; ‘How 
beautiful this is.’ And when he left, he said, ‘O Lord, my 


11] Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 7:95. 
21 At-Tabari 21:52. 
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companion has married a woman with a dowry of one 
thousand Dinars; 1 ask you for a wife from among Al-Hur Al- 
‘yn’ - and he gave one thousand Dindrs in charity. Then as 
much time passed as Allah willed should pass. 

Then the first man bought two gardens for two thousand 
Dinars, then he called his companion and showed them to 
him. He said, 1 have bought these two gardens for two 
thousand Dinars.’ He replied, ‘How beautiful this is.” When he 
came out, he said, ‘O Lord, my companion has bought two 
gardens for two thousand Dinars; I ask you for two gardens in 
Paradise’ - and he gave two thousand Dindrs in charity. 

Then the angel came to them and took their souls in death. 
He took the one who had given his money in charity and put 
him in a house that he liked. There, there was a woman who 
was so beautiful that the ground shinned under her, then he 
(the angel) took him to two gardens and gave him other things 
which are known only to Allah. The man said, This is like a 
man who has such and such.’ The angel said, That is exactly 
what it is; this house, these gardens and this wife are all for 
you.’ The man said, ‘1 had a companion who used to say: Are 
you among those who believe?’ It was said to him, ‘He is in 
Hell.’ He said, ‘Will you look down?’ So he looked down and 
saw him in the midst of Hell. At this, he said: 


CRG Gs & EX gs te Ti aad EF of a> 

<By Allah! You have nearly ruined me. Had it not been for the 
grace of my Lord, I would certainly have been among those 
brought forth (to Hell).»”"! 

bE AE Gull Ss i aT ak AE AE nlp 
Ge OG AY ae Sok OS A wh ed 
ial ey Dell JY pee OF ene a Gl He HI A net 
462. Is that (Paradise) better entertainment or the tree of 
Zagqqiim ?> 


(0) At-Tabari 21:45. This narration is among those, the Muslim is not 
required to believe in. 
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€63. Truly, We have made it (as) a trial for the wrongdoers.> 
¢64. Verily, it is a tree that springs out of the bottom of Hell- 
fire,> 

465. The shoots of its fruit stalks are like the heads of 
Shayatin .> 

466. Truly, they will eat thereof and fill their bellies 
therewith .> 


€67. Then on the top of that they will be given boiling 
Hamim .> 


€68. Then thereafter, verily, their return is to the flaming fire 
of Hell.> 


€69. Verily, they found their fathers on the wrong path ;> 
€70. So they (too) hastened in their footsteps!> 


The Tree of Zaqqum and its Companions 


Here Allah asks: Is that which He has mentioned of the 
delights of Paradise with its food, drink, companions and other 
joys better entertainment, or 


del a8 pp 
¢or the tree of Zaqqiim> which is in Hell?’ The meaning here is a 
specific kind of tree which is called Zaqqtm. This is like the 
Ayah: 
CEES ges ol SS EE oh oy O2 Sat; 

€And a tree that springs forth from Mount Sinai, that grows 

(produces) oil, and (it is a) relish for the eaters.» (23:20) - 

which is the olive tree. This is supported by the Ayah: 


C8 od Ae HW SUSI Ji GK 
<Then moreover, verily, - you the erring-ones, the deniers! 
You, verily, will eat of the trees of Zaqgitm.> (56:51-52). 
«Truly, We have made it (as) a trial for the wrongdoers .> 


Qatadah said, “The tree of Zaqqim is mentioned as a test for 
those who are misguided. They said, Your companion tells you 
that in the Fire there is a tree, but fire consumes trees.’ Then 
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Allah revealed the words: 
Bred sa ee Fat ed 
<Verily, it is a tree that springs out of the bottom of Hell-fire.> 
meaning, it is nourished by the fire, for it was created from 
fire.” Mujahid said: 
4Pawuel 4 yale Wp 
<Truly, We have made it (as) a trial for the wrongdoers.> 


Abu Jahl, may Allah curse him, said, “Zagqim means dates 
and butter which I eat [Atazagqamuhu].”'*! 

I say that the meaning of the Ayah is, “We have told you, O 
Muhammad, of the tree of Zaqqim as a trial with which We 
test the people to see who will believe and who will disbelieve.” 
This is like the Ayah: 


eres eee 


3 ass oS 3 SA AG LG Bs Yy SoS a Got ds i + Uap 
¢And We made not the vision which we showed you but a trial 
for mankind, and the accursed tree in the Qur'an. We warn 
and make them afraid but it only increases them in naught save 
great disbelief, oppression and disobedience to Allah} (17:60). 

Sed ya HE kes wD 
<Verily, it is a tree that springs out of the bottom of Hell-fire.> 
means, its roots grow at the bottom of Hell. 
4S 25 AE ylbp 
<The shoots of its fruit stalks are like the heads of Shayatin .> 


this is a description of how ugly and repulsive it is. It is 
likened to 


Kinks yh 
¢the heads of Shayatin >, even though they have never seen them, 


because it is a well-established: idea in people’s minds that 
devils are ugly in appearance. 


(1 At-Tabari 21:52. °° 
[21 at-Tabari 21:53. 
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€Truly, they will eat thereof and fill their bellies therewith.» 


Allah mentions that they will eat of this extremely ugly tree 
even though its fruit tastes and smells so bad; they will be 
forced to eat from it because they will not find anything else to 
eat except this tree and similar things, as Allah says: 


PoE wo ae FZ Fy “ q See oe 
Ger 2 ADL Y Dee oY ob ap 


€No food will there be for them but a poisonous thorny plant, 
Which will neither nourish nor avail against hunger .> (88:6 -7). 


Then on the top of that they will be boiling Hamim> 


Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “This means 
they will be given boiling Hamim to drink after they have eaten 
from Zaggim.”"| According to another report, he said that 
this means a mixture made from boiling water.'7]_ Someone 
else said that it means boiling water will be mixed with pus 
and offensive discharges that leak from their private parts and 
eyes. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Said bin Jubayr said, “When 
the people of Hell get hungry, they will ask for food from the 
tree of Zagqtim. They will eat from it, then the skin of their 
faces will fall off, If someone were to pass by, he would 
recognize them from their faces. Then thirst will be sent upon 
them, so they will ask to be given something to drink, and 
they will be given water like boiling oil that has been heated to 
the ultimate degree. When it is brought near to their mouths, 
the flesh of their faces from which the skin has fallen off will 
be baked by its heat, and whatever is in their stomachs will 
melt. They will walk with their guts falling out and with their 
skin falling off, then they will be beaten with hooked rods of 
iron. Then every part of their bodies will burst into loud 
lamentations. 


(1) At-Tabari 21:55. 


(2) At-Tabari 21:52. For an explanation of Hamim, see the Tafsir of 
Strat Ar-Rahman (55 :44). 
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<Then thereafter, verily, their return is to the flaming fire of 
Hell.» 


means, after that interval, they will be sent back to the 
burning fire, searing heat and scorching flames, and they will 
rotate between the one and the other. This is like the Ayah, 
CEE nt GS Sd 

<They will go between it (Hell) and the fierce boiling water!> 

(55:44). 
Qatadah recited this Ayah when discussing this Ayah"! This 
is a good interpretation. ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘id recited it 
differently, with the meaning “Their return in the afternoon.” 
‘Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him, used to say: “By 
the One in Whose Hand is my soul, midday on the Day of 
Resurrection will not come until the people of Paradise will be 
in Paradise and the people of Hell will be in Hell.” Then he 
recited: 


<The dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have the best 
abode, and have the fairest of places for repose} (25:24).'?! 
Allah’s saying; 


EMG Daan Wal e> 


<Verily, they found their fathers on the wrong path ;> 
means, ‘We will punish them for that because they found their 
fathers following misguidance and they followed them with no 
evidence or proof.’ Allah says: 
€So they (too) hastened in their footsteps!> 
Mujahid said, “This is like running.”*! Said bin Jubayr said, 
“They followed ignorance and foolishness.” 


(" At-Tabari 21:56. 
(21 at-Tabari 21:56. 
SI At-Tabari 21:57. 
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Ald Sieben “Si 472. And indeed We 


"I SO Co es Nkc@aees sent ne them 
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€73. Then see what was 
aes AMC SLSK; SEES the end of those who 


om sare on ey cit, |e warned .> 
ee aE AS oh SEQ od ig 474, Except the chosen 


Spob Ne ScSS Se mn) deal I servants of Allah.> 


Pe edet Caan a4 Cope at ree tee sox Allah tells us that 
NG Faas Ane UG Re. ASQ most of the previous 
ade aT ad 


Neg salsle ab ae Lidactae 235 [nations went astray, 

rome. 3 aA ;- ||worshipping other 
G3 alls WN Solty sees Jape jaslols gods alongside Allah. 

He states that He 
sent among them warners to alert them to the anger, wrath 
and vengeance of Allah towards those who disbelieve in Him 
and worship others besides Him. He tells us that they 
persisted in their opposition to their Messengers and their 
disbelief in them, so He destroyed those who disbelieved in 
Him and saved the believers and caused them to prevail. Allah 
says: 


494 Jt 


oa 


2, 


| Movil dae ane ob 2, Stsb> 


«Then see what was the end of those who were warned. Except 
the chosen servants of Allah>. 

“3 tis oki ON <A ES Batali i BB st hp 
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CHAN GA 2 Wad Ge & 4 Oa 


oe 


€75. And indeed Nith invoked Us, and We are the best of those 
who answer .> 


€76. And We rescued him and his family from the great 
distress ,> 

€77. And, his progeny, them We made the survivors.> 

€78. And left for him (a goodly remembrance) among the later 
generations> 

€79. “Salam (peace!) be upon Nith among the all creatures!"’» 
€80. Verily, thus We reward the gooddoers.> 

€81. Verily, he [Nith] was one of Our believing servants.> 
482. Then We drowned the others.> 


Nuh and His People 


When Allah tells us about how most of the early people went 
astray from the path of salvation, He starts the detailed 
explanation of that with the story of Nah and the rejection of 
his people. Only a few of Nadh’s people believed in him, despite 
the long period of time he spent among them. He stayed 
among them for one thousand years less fifty, and after he 
stayed among them for so long and their disbelief became too 
much for him to bear - for every time he called them, they 
turned away from him even more —- he prayed to his Lord 
saying, “I have been overcome, so help (me)!” So Allah became 
angry because NUh was angry with them. He says: 


4Batoll GH Cp 56 ahy> 
¢And indeed Nith invoked Us, and We are the best of those 


who answer .> ae 
4H Sit <, sh xB 
¢And We rescued him and his family from the great distress.> 
means, their disbelief and their insults. 
LGisal Mis Hh 
€And, his progeny, them We made the survivors.> 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
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pleased with him, “There was no one left apart from the 
offspring of Nuh, peace be upon him.”"! Sa‘id bin Abi ‘Ardbah 
said, narrating from Qatadah concerning the Ayah, 
eal 3 tis 
¢And, his progeny, them We made the survivors .> 

“All people descended from the offspring of Nuh, peace be 
upon him.”?) At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim 
narrated from Samurah, may Allah be pleased with him, that 
the Prophet #% said, concerning the Ayah, 


<v eattil - 453 Cl es 
€And, his progeny, them We made the survivors}: 
wL5U5 PES colar 
«Sam, Ham and Yafith »'! 
Imam Ahmad recorded from Samurah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, that the Messenger of Allah ## said: 
teas! i 55 ‘ pot FI els5 weal sl ela 
«Sam was the father of the Arabs, Ham was the father of the 
Ethiopians and Yafith was the father of the Romans.»"*\ 


This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi.'5! What is meant 
here by Romans is the original Romans, i.e., the Greeks who 
claimed descent from Rima (Roma) the son of Liti, the son of 
Yanan, the son of Yafith, the son of Nuh, peace be upon him. 


EST 3 ct CH 
¢And left for him among the later generations .> 


Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “He is 
remembered in a good way.”°! Mujahid said this means “An 


(1) At-Tabari 21:59. 

(21 At-Tabari 21:59. 

13] Tywhfat Al-Ahwadhi 5 :365, At-Tabari 21:59. See the note below. 

(41 Ahmad 5:9. 

1S] Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:98. The majority consider these to be 
unauthentic. 

I] At-Tabari 21:60. 


264 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


honorable mention by all the Prophets.”"! Qatadah and As- 
Suddi said, “Allah caused him to be praised constantly by 
others.”!7] Ad-Dahhak said it means “Salam and praise.” 


<Salam (peace!) be upon Nith among the all creatures!» 
This explains for us the extent of the honorable mention and 
praise, for he is greeted with peace by all groups and nations. 
Cer 62 AT Hp 


Cra 


<Verily, thus We reward the gooddoers.» means, This is how We 
reward those of Our servants who do deeds of obedience to 
Allah. We gave him an honorable mention so that after he died 
he is still remembered in a manner that befits his status.’ Then 
Allah says: 

ESSN Cate & yy 


<Verily, he [Nith] was one of Our believing servants .> 


meaning, one of the sincere believers in the Oneness of Allah, 
one of those who had certain faith. 


<Then We drowned the others.» means, ‘We destroyed them, and 
there was no trace whatsoever left of them, and they are only 
known by this unfavorable description.’ 


4 ote & at 2 Bs te te oe 9 ete eny : 
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€83. And verily, among those who followed his way was 
Ibrahim .> 


84. When he came to his Lord with a Salim heart.» 


485. When he said to his father and to his people: ‘'What is it 
that which you worship?''> 


€86. “Is it a falsehood - gods other than Allah - that you 
desire?''> 


(M At-Tabari 21:60. 
2! At-Tabari 21:60. 
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€87. “Then what think you about the Lord of the all that 
exists?'"> 


The Story of Ibrahim and His People 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him: 


¢And verily, among those who followed his ways was 
Ibrahim .> 


means, he was one of the followers of his religion.!) Mujahid 
said, “He was following his path and his way.”! 


425 0 vit 25 ne > 


<When he came to his Lord with a Salim heart.» 


Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “This means 
that he bore a that none has the right to be worshipped 
except Allah.” 

Ibn Abi oe recorded that ‘Awf said, “I said to Muhammad 
bin Sirin, ‘What is the Salim heart?’ He said, ‘One which 
knows that Allah is true and that the Hour will undoubtedly 
come to pass, and that Allah will resurrect those who are in 
the graves.”"*] Al-Hasan said, “One that is free from Shirk.” 
‘Urwah said, “One that is not cursed.” 


CBOE 6 lS NV 56 > 


«When he said to his father and to his people: ‘What is it that 
which you worship?"’> 


He denounced his people for their worship of idols and false 
gods, Allah said: 


EN, Pe Zone oo ¢ ¢ 4° 
Abad REG Gas ol G3 Qh Kil> 


0) At-Tabari 21:61. 
(2) at-Tabari 21:61. 
(3) Al-Ourtubi 15:91. 
(4] Al-Qurtubi 15:91. 
(S]_ At-Tabari 21:62. 
(6) At-Tabari 21:62. 
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Is it a falsehood - gods other than Allah - that you desire? 
Then what think you about the Lord of the all that exists? 


Qatadah said, “This means, ‘what do you think He will do with 
you when you meet Him, given that you worshipped others 
alongside Him?”!! 
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88. Then he cast a glance at the Ping 
€89. And he said: ‘Verily, I am sick.""> 
€90. So they turned away from him and departed .> 
491. Then he turned to their gods and said: ‘Will you not 
eat?''> 
¢92. "What is the matter with you that you speak not?''> 
€93. Then he turned upon them, striking (them) with (his) 
right hand.> 
€94. Then they came hastily towards him .> 
€95. He said: ‘Worship you that which you (yourselves) 
carve?"'> 
€96. “While Allah has created you and what you make!"'> 
€97. They said: ‘Build for him a building and throw him into 
the blazing fire!’'> 
€98. So, they plotted a plot against him, but We made them 
the lowest .> 


Ibrahim, peace be upon him, said this to his people so that he 
could stay behind in the city when they went out for their 
festival. The time was approaching for them to go out to 
celebrate a festival of theirs, and he wanted to be alone with 
their gods so that he could break them, so he told them 
something that was true, for he was indeed sick of the 
implications of what they believed in. 


[] At-Tabari 21:63. 
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<So they turned away from him and departed .> 


Qatadah said, “The Arabs say of one who thinks deeply that 
he is looking at the stars.”'! What Qatadah meant is that he 
looked at the heavens thinking of a way to distract his people. 
So he said, 


4252 i> 
<Verily, I am sick.> meaning, weak. Ibn Jarir narrated here a 
Hadith from Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, 
stating that the Messenger of Allah # said: 


lob 8 o83 tis Sof 3 ply la ole poly SAK ph 
oo Be S355 05 Se Mes Lp Sys dna yy $35 Sui 
wil 
Ibrahim (peace and blessings be upon him) did not lie except 
in three cases. Two were for the sake of Allah: (one is) when he 
said, <Verily, I am sick> ; and (the second) when he said, 
«Nay, this one, the biggest (his wife) of them (idols) did it.> 
and (the third) when he said concerning (his wife) Sarah, 
“She ts my sister.’ 
This Hadith is recorded in the books of the Sahih and Sunan 
with various chain of narrations.) But this is not the kind of 
real lie for which a person is to be condemned - Allah forbid! 
One calls it a lie for lack of a better word, because it is 
abstruse speech used for a legitimate religious purpose, and it 
was said that what was meant by the words, 


232 Sp 
<Verily, I am sick> was, ‘I am sick at heart of your worshipping 
idols instead of Allah.’ Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “The people of 


Ibrahim went out to their festival and they wanted to make him 
go out too. So he lay down on his back and said, 


11) Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 7 :100. 


2] Fath Al-Bari 6 :447, Muslim 4:1840, Abu Dawud 2:659, Tuhfat Al- 
Ahwadhi 9:5, An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubré 6 :440 
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trac 2 i> 


Verily, I am sick.> and he started looking at the sky. When 
they had gone out, he turned to their gods and broke them.”!) 
This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. Allah said: 


4a Ee SD 


<So they turned away from him and departed.» meaning, he went 
to them after they had left, quickly and secretly. 


45565 Vt Sa> 
qand said: “Will you not eat?» They had placed food before 
them as a sacrifice, so that the food might be blessed. When 


Ibrahim, peace be upon him, looked at the food that was before 
them, he said: 


<add J Sic Boaxt Ip 


€Will you not eat? What is the matter with you that you speak 
not?> 


€cl OF eck EOD 

Then he turned upon them, striking (them) with (his) right 

hand .> 
Al-Farra’ said, “This means, he started to hit them with his 
right hand.” Qataddah and Al-Jawhari said, “He turned to 
them, hitting them with his right hand.”?! He struck them 
with his right hand because the right hand is stronger and 
more powerful. Then he left them broken to pieces, (all) except 


the biggest of them, that they might turn to it, as we have 
already seen in the Tafsir of Sdrat Al-Anbiya’.'*! 


aay fi GGp 
«Then they came hastily towards him.» Mujahid and others said, 
“This means, they came rushing. The story is told in brief here; 


in Surat Al-Anbiya’, it is told in more detail. When they 
returned, they did not know at first who had done this, until 


"l At-Tabari 21:63. 
21 at-Tabari 21:67. 
[3] See volume six, the Tafsir of Sarat Al-Anbiyd’ [21 :58}. 
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they investigated and found out that Ibrahim, peace be upon 
him, was the one who had done it. When they came to rebuke 
him, he started rebuking and criticizing them and said: 


52 pat - 5 aay ssl > 
«Worship you that which you carve?} meaning, ‘do you worship 


instead of Allah idols which you yourselves carve and fashion 
with your own hands?’ 


Has w Kae hy 
€While Allah has created you and what you make!» 
This may mean, ‘Allah has created you and what you do;’ or it 
may mean, ‘Allah has created you and what you make.’ Both 
views are synonymous. The former is more apparent because 
of the report recorded by Al-Bukhari in the Book Afal Al-‘Thdd 
from Hudhayfah, attributed to the Prophet 3: 
ios glo jb gai Jui a Sp 
‘Allah has created every doer of deeds and what he does.s 
Thereupon he recited: 


BINS Uy KG aty> 
<While Allah has created you and what you make! >"! 


When the proof had been established against them, they 
resolved to seize him by force and they said: 


dedi 9 iG Ge A i> 
<Build for him a building (i.e., furnace) and throw him into 
the blazing fire!» 


There happened what we have already discussed in our Tafsir 
of Sarat Al-Anbiya’, (21:68-70) and Allah saved him from the 
fire and caused him to prevail over them, making his proof 
supreme and supporting it. Allah says: 


CBM 0g CT oy U0b> 


<So, they plotted a plot against him, but We made them the 
lowest .> 


(0) 4s-Sunnah, Ibn Abi ‘Asim 1:158. 
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499. And he said: ‘Verily, I am going to my Lord. He will 
guide me!" 
€100. “My Lord! Grant me (offspring) from the righteous.''> 
€101. So, We gave him the glad tidings of a forbearing boy.> 
€102. And, when he (his son) was old enough to walk with 
him, he said: “O my son! I have seen in a dream that I am 
slaughtering you. So look what you think!’ He said: “O my 


father! Do that which you are commanded, if Allah wills, you 
shall find me of the patient."’> 


€103. Then, when they had both submitted themselves, and he 
had laid him prostrate on his forehead ;> 


€104. We called out to him: ‘'O Ibrahim!’'> 
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4105. “You have fulfilled the dream!" Verily, thus do We 
reward the doers of good .> 

€106. Verily, that indeed was a manifest trial .> 

€107. And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice ;> 

€108. And We left for him among the later generations .> 

€109. “Salam (peace!) be upon Ibrahim!" 

4110. Thus indeed do We reward the doers of good.> 

€111. Verily, he was one of Our believing servants.> 

€112. And We gave him the glad tidings of Ishaq - a Prophet 
from the righteous.> 


4113. We blessed him and Ishag. And of their progeny are 
(some) that do right, and some that plainly wrong themselves.> 


Ibrahim’s Emigration, the Test of the Sacrifice of 
Isma‘il, and how Allah blessed Him 


Allah tells us that after He helped His close friend Ibrahim, 
peace be upon him, against his people, and after Ibrahim gave 
up hoping that they would ever believe despite all the mighty 
signs that they had witnessed, he emigrated away from them, 
and said: 


i iar 4 ad or oe hy ere ee Tbe 8 
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<Verily, I am going to my Lord. He will guide me! My Lord! 
Grant me (offspring) from the righteous.> 


meaning, obedient children, in compensation for his people 
and relatives whom he had left. Allah said: 
¢S0 We gave him the glad tidings of a forbearing boy.> 

This child was Ismail, peace be upon him, for he was the first 
child of whom glad tidings were given to Ibrahim, peace be 
upon him, and he was older than Ishaq. The Muslims and the 
People of the Book agree, and indeed it is stated in their Book, 
that Ismail, peace be upon him, was born when Ibrahim, 
peace be upon him, was eighty-six years old, and Ishaq was 
born when Ibrahim was ninety-nine years old. According to 
their Book, Allah commanded Ibrahim to sacrifice his only 
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son, and in another text it says his firstborn son. But here 
they falsely inserted the name of Ishaq. This is not right 
because it goes against what their own Scripture says. They 
inserted the name of Ishaq because he is their ancestor, while 
Ismail is the ancestor of the Arabs. They were jealous of them, 
so they added this idea and changed the meaning of the 
phrase “only son” to mean ‘the only son who is with you,’ 
because Ismail had been taken with his mother to Makkah. 
But this is a case of falsification and distortion, because the 
words “only son” cannot be said except in the case of one who 
has no other son. Furthermore, the firstborn son has a special 
status that is not shared by subsequent children, so the 
command to sacrifice him is a more exquisite test. 
eS nee das fy Cid > 
¢And, when he (his ne was old enough to walk with him,> 


means, when he grew up and started to go with his father and 
walk with him, for Ibrahim used to go every so often to check 
on his son and his mother in the land of Faran (i.e., Makkah), 
to see how they were doing. It was said that he used to ride 
on Al-Burdq, traveling there swiftly, and Allah knows best. It 
was reported from Ibn ‘Abbas, peace be upon him, Mujahid, 
Tkrimah, Sa‘id bin Jubayr, ‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani, Zayd bin Aslam 
and others that 


Go cart aks “ne E> 


am Cas 
¢And, when he (his = was old enough to walk with him,> 


means, when he became a young man and was able to work 
as his father did.") 


Ste ot gt 
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es when he (his son) was old sitGh to walk with - he 
said: “‘O my son! I have seen in a dream that I am 
slaughtering you. So look what you think!''> 


‘Ubayd bin ‘Umayr said, “The dreams of the Prophets are 
revelation,” then he recited this Ayah: 


G55 5G BE GES Alc al BE disp 


0) At-Tabari 21:72 73. 
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¢he said: ‘‘O my son! I have seen in a dream that I am 
slaughtering you. So look what you think!''p."!! 
He told his son that in order to make it easier for him, and 
also to test his patience and resolve, at a young age, in 
obeying Allah and obeying his father. 


FB Jal Ay Jp 


4He said: “O my father! Do that which you are 
commanded ...''> 


meaning, ‘obey the command of Allah and sacrifice me.’ 
Spal % ai TE of ahco> 
¢if Allah wills, you shall find me of the patient.> 


meaning, 1 will be patient and will seek the reward for that 
with Allah.’ He, may peace and blessings be upon him, 
believed in what had been promised. Allah said: 
gia A HE 3 EG Ys 06 sl ue OF A Le ST 5 MD 
CEE oD de 5G 895 
<And mention in the Book Isma'il. Verily, he was true to what 
he promised, and he was a Messenger, (and) a Prophet. And he 
used to enjoin on his family the Salah and the Zakah, and his 
Lord was pleased with him .> (19:54-55). 


<Then, when they had both submitted themselves, and he had 
laid him prostrate on his forehead ;> 


means, when both of them had pronounced the Shahddah and 
remembered Allah -— Ibrahim because he was about to offer a 
sacrifice and Ismail because he was about to die. Or it was 
said that “submitted themselves” means that they submitted 
and followed the command of Allah; Ibrahim obeyed the 
command of Allah and Ismail obeyed Allah and his father. 
This was the view of Mujahid, ‘Tkrimah, Qatadah, As-Suddi 
and Ibn Ishaq,'?! and others. 


(1) At-Tabari 21:75. 
[2] At-Tabari 21:77. 
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The meaning of the phrase “and he had laid him prostrate 
on his forehead” is: he placed him facedown so that he could 
slaughter him from behind, and not have to see his face at the 
time of slaughter, so that it would be easier for him. Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Said bin 
Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak and Qatadah said: 


<inad A> 
¢and he had laid him prostrate on his forehead ;> 


means, “He turned him upside down on his face.”') Imam 
Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, “When the rituals were enjoined upon Ibrahim, 
peace be upon him, the Shaytdn appeared to him at the Mas‘a 
and raced with him, but Ibrahim got there first. Then Jibril, 
upon him be peace, took him to Jamrat Al-‘Aqabah and the 
Shaytadn appeared to him, so he stoned him with seven 
pebbles until he disappeared. Then he appeared him at Al- 
Jamrah Al-Wustd and he stoned him with seven pebbles. Then 
he laid him prostrate on his face. Ismail, peace be upon him, 
was wearing a white shirt, and he said, ‘O my father, I do not 
have any garment in which I can be shrouded apart from this; 
take it off me so that you can shroud me in it.’ He started to 
take it off, then he was called from behind: 


€O Ibrahim! You have fulfilled the dream!» 


Ibrahim turned, and saw a fine, horned, white ram.” Ibn 
‘Abbas said, “We used to look for similar types of rams.”(?! 
Hisham mentioned this Hadith at length in Al-Mandasik. 


qWe called out to him: ‘'O Ibrahim! You have fulfilled the 
dream!"’> 


means, ‘the purpose of your dream has been fulfilled by your 
laying down your son to sacrifice him.’ As-Suddi and others 
said that he passed the knife over Isma‘_ll’s neck, but it did not 


(1) At-Tabari 21:77, 78. 
[21 Ahmad 1:297. 
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cut him at all, because a sheet of copper was placed between 
them. Ibrahim was called at that point, and it was said: 


4You have fulfilled the dream!»") 
Allah says; 
<Verily, thus do We reward the doers of good.> 


means, ‘this is how We deal with those who obey Us in things 
that are difficult for them; We make for them a way out.’ As 
Allah says: 

(O05 6 KH 5 BSA Hy ee 
¢And whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make a way for 
him to get out (from every difficulty). And He will provide him 
from (sources) he never could imagine. And whosoever puts his 
trust in Allah, then He will suffice him. Verily, Allah will 
accomplish his purpose. Indeed Allah has set a measure for all 
things. (65:2-3). 


On the basis of this Ayah and this story, some of the scholars 
of Usiul have stated that it is valid for a ruling to be abrogated 
before anyone is able to act upon it - unlike some of the 
Muttazilah. The evidence for this is obvious, because Allah 
commanded Ibrahim, peace be upon him, to sacrifice his son, 
then He abrogated that and pointed out the ransom. The 
purpose of His command had been primarily to reward His 
close Friend for his patience and resolve in sacrificing his son. 
Allah says: 


QaA El A ts Bp 
<Verily, that indeed was a manifest trial .> 


meaning, it was clearly a test when he was commanded to 
sacrifice his son, so, he hastened to do it, in submission to the 
command of Allah and in obedience to Him. Allah said: 


(1 At-Tabari 21:74. 
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485 cM 2055> 
¢And of Ibrahim who fulfilled all that.> (53:37), and 
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€And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice>. 

It was reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, “A ram which had grazed in Paradise for forty 
years. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Safiyyah bint Shaybah said, “A 
woman from Bani Sulaym, who was the midwife of most of the 
people in our household, told me that the Messenger of Allah 
#8 sent for Uthman bin Talhah, may Allah be pleased with 
him.” On one occasion she said, “I asked Uthman, ‘Why did 
the Prophet 2 call you?’ He said, The Messenger of Allah 8 
said to me, 

LARA! Of Oa Of 228 ech Clks ge Ha po Eh ES fy 
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“I saw the horns of the ram when I entered the House [i.e., the 
Ka'bah], and I forgot to tell you to cover them up; cover them 
up, for there should not be anything in the House which could 
distract the worshipper.v ” 


Sufyan said, “The horns of the ram remained hanging in the 
House until it was burned, and they were burned too.”! 

This offers independent evidence that the one who was to be 
sacrificed was Isma‘l, peace be upon him. The Quraysh had 
inherited the horns of the ram that Ibrahim sacrificed, and they 
had been passed down from generation to generation, until the 
Messenger of Allah #% was sent. And Allah knows best. 


_Reports which state that the One Who was to be 
sacrificed was IsmA‘il, and that this is Correct without 
a Doubt 
Said bin Jubayr, ‘Amir Ash-Sha‘bi, Yusuf bin Mihran, 
Mujahid, ‘Ata’ and others reported from Ibn ‘Abbas that it was 


(1! At-Tabari 21:90. 
[2] Ahmad 4:68. 
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Ismail, peace be upon him. 

Ibn Jarir narrated that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The one who was 
ransomed was Isma‘il, peace be upon him. The Jews claimed 
that it was Ishaq, but the Jews lied.) 

It was reported that Ibn ‘Umar said, “The sacrifice was 
Ismai.”?! Ibn Abi Najih said, narrating from Mujahid, “It was 
Ismail, peace be upon him.”*! This was also the view of Yusuf 
bin Mihran.'*! Ash-Sha‘bi said, “It was Ismail, peace be upon 
him, and I saw the horns of the ram in the Ka‘bah.”"5! 

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported from Al-Hasan bin Dinar and 
‘Amr bin ‘Ubayd from Al-Hasan Al-Basri that he did not doubt 
that the one of the two sons Ibrahim was commanded to 
sacrifice was Ismail, peace be upon him.!® Ibn Ishaq said, “I 
heard Muhammad bin Ka‘ Al-Qurazi say, The one whom 
Allah commanded Ibrahim to sacrifice of his two sons was 
Ismail.’ We find this in the Book of Allah, because when Allah 
finishes the story of the one of the two sons of Ibrahim who 
was to be sacrificed, He then says: 


Bye an7 Eo are 92 Ge. 
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¢And We gave him the glad tidings of Ishaq - a Prophet from 
the righteous>, and 


RSS oe} sh su oy oh Gas > 


<So, We gave her glad tidings of Ishaq and after Ishaq, of 
Ya‘gitb> (11:71). 
He mentions the son and the son of the son, but He would 
not have commanded him to sacrifice Ishaq when He had 
promised that this son would in turn have a son. The one 
whom He commanded him to sacrifice can only have been 
Ismail.”7] Ibn Ishaq said, “I heard him say that often.”!*! 


(1 At-Tabari 21:83. 
[21 At-Tabari 21:82. 
[3] At-Tabari 21:84. 
4] At-Tabari 21:84. 
Sl At-Tabari 21:84. 
(6) at-Tabari 21:85. 
7] At-Tabari 21:84. 
8] At-Tabari 21:85. 
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Ibn Ishaq reported from Buraydah bin Sufyan bin Farwah Al- 
Aslami that Muhammad bin Ka’‘b Al-Qurazi told them that he 
mentioned that to Umar bin ‘Abd Al-‘Aziz, may Allah be pleased 
with him, when he was Khalifah, while he was with him in Syria. 
‘Umar said to him, “This is something about which I have never 
given any thought, but I see that it is as you say.” Then he sent 
for a man who was with him in Syria, a Jew who had become a 
Muslim and was committed to Islam, and he thought that he 
had been one of their scholars. ‘Umar bin ‘Abd Al-‘Aziz, may 
Allah be pleased with him, asked him about that. 


Muhammad bin Ka‘ said, “I was with Umar bin ‘Abd Al- 
‘Aziz. Umar said to him, ‘Which of the two sons of Ibrahim 
was he commanded to sacrifice?’ He said, Isma‘l. By Allah, O 
Commander of the faithful, the Jews know this, but they were 
jealous of you Arabs because it was your father about whom 
Allah issued this command and the virtue that Allah 
mentioned was because of his patience in obeying the 
command. So they denied that and claimed that it was Ishaq, 
because he is their father.’ 


‘Abdullah bin Al-Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, may Allah have 
mercy on him, said, “I asked my father about which son was 
to be sacrificed - was it Isma‘l or Ishaq?” He said, “Ismail.” 
This was mentioned in Kitab Az-Zuhd.'*] 


Ibn Abi Hatim said, “I heard my father say, ‘The correct view 
is that the one who was to be sacrificed was Isma‘l, peace be 
upon him.” He said, “And it was narrated that ‘Ali, Ibn ‘Umar, 
Abu Hurayrah, Abu At-Tufayl, Said bin Al-Musayyib, Sa‘id bin 
Jubayr, Al-Hasan, Mujahid, Ash-Sha‘bi, Muhammad bin Ka‘b 
Al-Qurazi, Abu Jafar Muhammad bin ‘Ali and Abu Salih, may 
Allah be pleased with them all, said that the one who was to 
be sacrificed was Isma‘l.”!! 

Al-Baghawi said in his Tafsir, “This was the view of ‘Abdullah 
bin Umar, Sa‘id bin Al-Musayyib, As-Suddi, Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri, Mujahid, Ar-Rabi‘ bin Anas, Muhammad bin Ka‘b Al- 
Qurazi and Al-Kalbi.”*! This was also reported from Ibn 
I'l At-Tabari 21:85. 

I 4z-Zuhd, ‘Abdullah bin Ahmad; 80. 
3 At-Tabari 21 :82-84. 
41 Al-Raghawi 4:32. 
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‘Abbas and from Abu ‘Amr bin Al-‘Ala’. 
4 Biawi Gf Say 2555) 
¢And We gave him the glad lees of Ishaq - a Prophet from 
the righteous .> 


having given the glad tidings of the one who was to be sacrificed, 
who was Ismail, Allah immediately follows that with mention of 
the glad tidings of his brother Ishaq. This is also mentioned in 
Stirah Hid (11:71) and in Strat Al-Hijr (15:53-55). 


a 


<a Prophet» means, from him there will come a righteous 
Prophet. 


Cad a US 52 pds ond Gey des ok BG> 
We blessed him and Ishaq. And of their progeny are (some) 
that do right, and some that plainly wrong themselves.> 
This is like the Ayah: 
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<It was said: ‘‘O Nith! Come down (from the ship) with peace 
from Us and blessings on you and on the people who are with 
you, but people to whom We shall grant their pleasures (for a 


time), but in the end a painful torment will reach them from 
Us.""> (11:48) 
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4114. And, indeed We gave Our grace to Miisa and Hariin.> 


4115. And We saved them and their people from the great 
distress,> 


€116. And helped them, so that they became the victors ;> 
4117. And We gave them the clear Scripture ;> 
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€118. And guided them to the right path.> 
€119. And We left for them among the later generations .> 
€120. “Salam (peace!) be upon Misa and Hariin!"> 
€121. Verily, thus do We reward the doers of good.> 
4122. Verily, they were two of Our believing servants .> 


Musa and Harin 


Allah tells us how He blessed MtisA and Haran with 
prophethood and how He saved them, along with those who 
believed, from the oppression of Fir‘awn and his people, who 
had persecuted them by killing their sons and sparing their 
women, and by forcing them to do the most menial tasks, 
then ultimately He caused them to prevail over them and to 
seize their lands and their wealth and all that they had spent 
their entire lives amassing. Then Allah revealed to Musa the 
Clear and Mighty Book, which is the Tawrah, as Allah says: 
45 EM 55 os CH 5 

€And indeed We granted to Misa and Hari the criterion (of 

right and wrong), and a shining light? (21:48). 
And Allah says here: 

CO Hal ais Mala cash esis 


€And We gave them the clear Scripture; and guided them to 
the right path.» 


meaning, with regard to words and deeds. 
CHopN 4 ek By 
<And We left for them among the later generations .> 


means, that after they died they would be mentioned in good 
terms and spoken of highly. Then Allah explain this further: 


Ke el Mal of AT Days ase & Ap 


<Salam (peace!) be upon Miisa and Harin! Verily, thus do We 
reward the doers of good. Verily, they were two of Our 
believing servants .> 
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4123. And verily, Ilyas 
was one of _ the 
Messengers .> 
¢124. When he said to 
his people: ‘‘Will you 
not have Taqwa?''> 
€125. “Will you call 
upon ‘Ba‘l and forsake 
the Best of creators,> 
€126. Allah, your 
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GOIN ANG rigs 
SSF AIG Kg 
Lord and the Lord of your forefathers?''> 

€127. But they denied him, so they will certainly be brought 
forth,> 

€128. Save the chosen servants of Allah .> 

4129. And We left for him among the later generations .> 

4130. ‘Salam (peace!) be upon Ilyasin!''> 

4131. Verily, thus do We reward the doers of good .> 

4132. Verily, he was one of Our believing servants .> 


Ilyas 

Qatadah and Muhammad bin Ishaq said, “Ilyas is another 
name for Idris.”'! Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ‘Abdullah bin 
0) at-Tabari 21:95. 
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Mas‘tid, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Ilyas is 
Idris.""! This was also the view of Ad-Dahhak .'7] Wahb bin 
Munabbih said, “He is Ilyas bin Yasin bin Finhas bin Al-‘Tzar 
bin Haran bin Imran.”5I 

Allah sent him to the Children of Israel after Hizqil (Ezekiel), 
may peace be upon them both. They had started to worship an 
idol called Ba‘, and he called them to Allah, may He be exalted, 
and forbade them to worship anyone besides Him. Their king 
believed in him, then he apostatized, and they persisted in their 
misguided ways, and not one person among them believed in 
him. So he prayed to Allah against them, and Allah withheld the 
rain from them for three years. Then they asked him to relieve 
them from that, and promised that they would believe in him if 
rain came to them. So he prayed to Allah for them, and the rains 
came, but they persisted in their evil ways of disbelief. So he 
asked Allah to take him to Him. Al-Yasa‘ bin Akhtib had grown 
up under his care, may peace be upon them both. So Ilyas was 
commanded to go to such and such a place, and whatever 
mount came to him, he was to ride on it and not to give it away. 
A horse of fire was brought to him, so he rode it, and Allah 
clothed him with light and covered him with feathers, and he 
used to fly with the angels as a human angel, heavenly yet also 
earthly. This is what was narrated by Wahb bin Munabbih from 
the People of the Book; Allah knows best how true it is. 


CIS Hass JIG > 
«When he said to his people: ‘Will you not have Taqwa?’’> 


means, ‘do you not fear Allah when you worship others 
instead of Him?’ 


<a gadl gal bs; KS Seip 

<Will you call upon Ba'l and forsake the Best of creators,> 
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Tkrimah, 
Qatadah and As-Suddi said that the word Ba‘l means lord.!*! 
Tkrimah and Qatadah said, “This is the language of the people 
Ml al-Qurtubi 15:115. . 
2) At-Tabari 21:97. 
IS! At-Tabari 21:97. 
41 At-Tabari 21:96. = 
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of Yemen.”"! According to another report from Qatadah, it is 
the language of Azd Shanw’ah.”! ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin 
Aslam narrated from his father that it is the name of an idol 
which was worshipped by the people of a city called Ba‘labak 
(Baalbek) which is to the west of Damascus.! Ad-Dahhak 
said, “It is an idol which they used to worship.”4! 


455 54 
€Will you call upon Ba‘l> means, ‘will you worship an idol,’ 
hy Yi Sh S ay ee oi “at OREM ea pee TS 


<and hs the Best of creators, Allah, your Lord and the 
Lord of your forefathers? 


means, ‘He is the One Who is deserving of your worship alone, 
with no partners or associates.’ 


CQL poy BGP 
<But they denied him, so they will certainly be brought forth,> 
means, for the punishment on the Day of Reckoning. 
(Hick di se Wp 


€Save the chosen servants of Allah.) means, those who believe in 
Him alone. 


<And We left for him among the later generations .> 
means, he is praised and spoken of highly. 
CHa dK Lop 
<Salam (peace!) be upon Ilyasin!> Similarly, one might say for 
Ismail, Isma‘In. This is the language (dialect) of Bani Asad; 


they say Mikal, Mikal, and Miké’in. They say Ibrahim and 
Ibraham, Isra’l, Isra’in; Tar Sina’, Tar Sinin. All of that is fine. 


(1) At-Tabari 21:96. 
(2) 4d-Durr Al-Manthir 7 :119. 
3] At-Tabari 21:97. 
(4) At-Tabari 21:97. 
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Suit Ge & A Sa 6A BS Hp 
<Verily, thus do We reward the doers of good. Verily, he was 
one of Our believing servants.> 
We have already discussed the meaning of this above.''! And 
Allah knows best. 
Gs be aysll 5 6 Wy weed AAG 2 4 rast iG > 
EEE SA Jai5 Pans ih Sb ofS Sy ISS 
€133. And verily, Lit was one of the Masser 
€134. When We saved him and his family, all,> 
4135. Except an old woman (his wife) who was among those 
who remained behind .> 
€136. Then We destroyed the rest.> 
€137. Verily, you pass by them in the morning .> 
€138. And at night; will you not then reflect?> 


The Destruction of the People of Lut (Lot) 


Allah tells us that He sent His servant and Messenger Lut, 
peace be upon him, to his people, and they denied him, so 
Allah saved him from among them, him and his family with 
the exception of his wife, who was destroyed along with her 
people. Allah destroyed them with different kinds of 
punishments, and made their vicinity a foul, stinking lake 
which is on a well-travelled route where people pass by night 
and day (i.e., the Dead Sea, which lays close to the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah on the highway between Arabia and 
Syria). Allah says: 


(BE HI Uy Bln st yi aid Syd 
<Verily, you pass by them in the morning. And at night; will 
you not then reflect?> 


meaning, ‘will you not learn a lesson from them and how Allah 
destroyed them, and realize that a similar end awaits the 
disbelievers.’ 


"1 See Surat As-Saffat (37 :80-81). 
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4139. And verily, Yiinus was one of the Messengers .> 

€140. When he ran to the laden ship :> 


€141. Then he (agreed to) cast lots, and he was among the 
losers .> 


€142. Then a (big) fish swallowed him as he had done an act 
worthy of blame .> 


€143. Had he not been of them who glorify Allah,> 


€144. He would have indeed remained inside its belly (the fish) 
till the Day of Resurrection .> 


€145. But We cast him forth on the naked shore while he was 
sick,> 


€146. And We caused a plant of gourd to grow over him.> 


4147, And We sent him to a hundred thousand (people) or even 
more .> 


4148. And they believed; so We gave them enjoyment for a 
while .> 


The Story of Yanus 
We have already discussed the story of Yunus, peace be upon 
him, in Strat Al-Anbiyd’ (21:87-88). In the Two Sahihs it is 
reported that the Messenger of Allah 3% said: 
tS of oid EU d,8 Sf gd gk 
at is not git for any person to say I am a than Yiinus 
bin Matta.o'" 
CHA sith j AD 

«When he ran to the laden ship.» Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “It was filled with cargo. 


(1) Fath ALBari 4:193, Muslim 4:1846. 
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jst 


<Then he (agreed to) cast lots,> means, to draw lots.”!'! 
Sine iil 5 K> 


¢and he was among the losers.» means among those who 
have been overcome. 


This was because the ship was being pounded by the waves 
on all sides, and they were at risk of drowning, so they drew 
lots, and whoever lost would be thrown overboard so as to 
lighten the load. The Prophet of Allah Yanus, peace be upon 
him, lost the draw three times, but they did not want to throw 
him overboard. He took off his garment so that he could throw 
himself into the sea, and they tried to stop him. Then Allah 
commanded a large fish from the Green Sea (i.e., 
Mediterranian Sea) to cleave the oceans and come and swallow 
Yanus, peace be upon him, without cutting his flesh or 
breaking his bones. The fish came and Yunus, peace be upon 
him, threw himself overboard, and the fish swallowed him and 
took him away, traveling through all the seas with him. When 
Yanus had stayed for some time in the fish’s belly, he thought 
that he had died; then he moved his head and legs and arms, 
and saw that he was alive. He prayed in the belly of the fish, 
and one of the things he said in his main prayer was: “O Lord, 
I have taken as a place of worship to You a place which no 
other person has reached.” They differed as to how long he 
spent in the belly of the fish. Some said three days; this was 
the view of Qatadah. Some said seven days; this was the view 
of Ja‘far As-Sadiq, may Allah be pleased with him. Some said 
forty days; this was the view of Abu Malik.!?] Mujahid said, 
narrating from Ash-Shabi, “It swallowed him in the morning 
and cast him forth in the evening.” And Allah knows best how 
long exactly was. 

Allah says, 


COG 5 I alg CT acl y wt A > 
Had he not been of them who glorify Allah, He would have 


(1) At-Tabari 21:106. 
(2) at-Tabari 21:111. 
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indeed remained inside its belly (the fish) till the Day of 
Resurrection .> 


It was said that, if he had not already done righteous deeds 
during his time of ease. This was the view of Ad-Dahhak bin 
Qays, Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Wahb bin Munabbih, Qatadah and 
others,!'! and it was the view favored by Ibn Jarir.!2! This is 
what is indicated in the authentic Hadith which we quote 
below, if Allah wills. In a Hadith narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, he # said: 


Fx] pe ED OS 3 aul J 35350 
«Remember Allah during times of ease and He will remember 
you during times of difficulty .0!°! 
And it was said that what was meant by the Ayah: 
Cc 3 56 I S> 
€Had he not been of them who glorify Allah,> 
was the meaning of the following Ayat 
caem Or ce Cao 3 - ae ro a HY 3 § echt g SY 
il ph DUG Sail 3, 2685 AE 
But he cried i. the ne (saying): “La ilaha illa 
Anta, You are glorified! Truly, I have been of the wrongdoers.” 


So We answered his call, and delivered him from the distress. 
And thus We do deliver the believers.» (21:87-88). 


This was the view of Said bin Jubayr and others.) Ibn Abi 
Hatim recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased 
with him - and I do not know of anything narrated from Anas 
that he did not attribute to the Messenger of Allah 3: 


BRS AUTH og 5255 S15 155 See py Soha ale gt gg Op 
lat Seal be ES ag 4 Ha & Hf Sy dy ¥ san SU edt obey 
jy wy REE 252 dé 43 G rcp 64) St ett ei $524 
11] At-Tabari 21:108, 109. 
- P) at-Tabari 21-108. 


(31 Ahmad 1 :307. 
{41 at-Tabari 21:110° 
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tWhen it occurred to the Prophet Yiinus, upon him be peace, 
to call upon Allah in these words when he was in the belly of 
the great fish, he said, “La ilaha illa Anta, Yo are glorified! 
Truly, I have been of the wrongdoers.” This call went and 
hovered around the (mighty) Throne, and the angels said, ‘‘O 
Lord, this is the voice of one who is weak but known, in a 
faraway strange land. Allah, may He be exalted, said, ‘How do 
you know this?" They said, ‘‘O Lord, who is he?” Allah, may 
He be exalted, said, My servant Yiinus,."” They said, "Your 
servant Yiinus, from whom there kept coming acceptable deeds 
and supplications which were answered?!"" They said, '‘O Lord, 
will You not have mercy on him for what he did during his 
time of ease, and save him from this trial and tribulation?" He 
said, ‘Of course."’ So, He commanded the great fish, and it 
cast him forth on the naked shore.s!*! 


Allah says: 


beers 


45453 
But We cast him forth) meaning, We threw him out,’ 
<.5alh> 


¢on the naked shore> Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
and others said that this refers to land in which there is no 
vegetation and no buildings. 


qe Shap 
while he was sick,» means, when he was weak of body. 


428 abi of 88 ab CGD 
(1) At-Tabari 21:109. This narration contains Yazid Ar-Ragdshi. Under 


the comments on Stirah Sdd 38:21, Ibn Kathir grades his 
narrations unauthentic. 
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<And We caused a plant of gourd to grow over him.> 


Ibn Mas‘ad and Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them 
both, Mujahid, ‘Ikrimah, Sa‘id bin Jubayr, Wahb bin 
Munabbih, Hilal bin Yasaf, ‘Abdullah bin Tawus, As-Suddi, 
Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, ‘Ata’ Al-Khurésani and several others, 
all said that gourd means squash. !"! 

Some of them mentioned that the squash has a number of 
benefits: it grows quickly, its leaves offer shade because of 
their large size and smooth texture, flies do not come near it, 
and its fruits provide good nourishment; they may be eaten 
raw or cooked, and both the pulp and the peel may be eaten. 
It was reported that the Messenger of Allah # used to like 
squash and would look for it wherever it was on the serving 
dish. |?! 

dwicuky Jal Bb J wichp 
<And We sent him to a hundred thousand (people) or even 
more .> 


It is as if he was commanded, after he came forth from the 
fish, to go back to those to whom he had been sent in the first 
place, and they all believed in him. 


uy Sp 


or even more.> Makhul said, “They numbered one hundred and 
ten thousand. This was reported by Ibn Abi Hatim. Ibn Jarir 
said, “Some of the scholars of Arabic, the people of Basrah, said 
that this means up to one hundred thousand or more.”*! Ibn 
Jarir interpreted this Ayah as he interpreted the Aydt: 


Seog be ne tte <4 bo So eve af 
C5 tN ede 2 45 8 GB 25 Bp 
€Then, after that, your hearts were hardened and became as 
stones or even worse in hardness> (2:74). 
Weer CCF Ese lrece Loe vecee oan BE 
AES sel Nal eS pat Spt ore oy > 


<Behold! a section of them fear men as they fear Allah or even 
more> (4:77), and 


ll At-Tabari 21:113 and 114, Ad-Durr Al-Manthdr 7 :130 13). 
21 Al-Bukhari no. 2092. 
3! At-Tabari 21:116. 
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<Was there any town (community) that believed, and its faith 
(at that moment) saved it? - except the people of Yiinus; when 
they believed, We removed from them the torment of disgrace in 
the life of the (present) world, and permitted them to enjoy for a 
while.» (10:98) 
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€149. Now ask them: “Are there (only) daughters for your 
Lord and sons for them?’'> 


€150. Or did We create the angels female while they were 
witnesses ?> 


4151. Verily, it is of their falsehood that they say :> 
4152. “Allah has begotten."’ And, verily, they are liars!> 
4153. Has He (then) chosen daughters rather than sons? 
€154. What is the matter with you? How do you decide?> 
€155. Will you not then remember?> 

€156. Or is there for you a plain authority?» 

€157. Then bring your Book if you are truthful!> 


4158. And they have invented a kinship between Him and the 
Jinn, but the Jinn know well that they have indeed to appear 
(before Him) .> 

€159. Glorified be Allah! (He is free) from what they attribute 
unto Him!> 


€160. Except the servants of Allah, whom He chooses .> 


Refutation of Those Who attribute Children to Allah and 
say that the Angels are His Daughters 

Allah denounces those idolators who attribute daughters to 
Allah - exalted be He above that - and attributed to 
themselves what they desired, i.e., they wanted male offspring 
to themselves. 


4S 5 G2 As Ib SAY ALT 38 yp 
<And when the news of (the birth of) a female (child) is brought 


to any of them, his face becomes dark, and he is ee with 
inward grief!> (16:58), 


i.e., that upsets him, and he would only choose sons for 
himself. Allah says: Then how can they attribute to Allah the 
share that they would not choose for themselves?’ Allah says: 


< cyl > 
¢Now ask them> means, quiz them by way of denunciation, 


dg 45 Sct a> 
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¢Are there (only) daughters for your Lord and sons for them?> 
This is like the Ayah: 

4Rizins Kea hy a GNI GH Si Kil> 
Is it for you the males and for Him the females? That indeed is 
a division most unfair!> (53:21-22). 
CSAS 5 OY ei GE Ap 
<Or did We create the angels female while they were 
witnesses? > 


means, how did they decide that the angels are female when 
they did not witness their creation? This is like the ae 


Zz “e307 Gace 7% Se rete o . - Ze 64 iKs5 
pe < ¢ KY 


¢And they make the angels females who themselves are servants 
of the Most Gracious. Did they witness their creation? Their 
testimony will be recorded, and they will be questioned!» 
(43:19), 


which means, they will be questioned about that on the Day of 


Resurrection. 
46S) & pel VD 


<Verily, it is e their falsehood> means, it is a part of the lies they 
tell. 


il Sy Boh i> 


<that they say: “Allah has begotten.) meaning, that offspring 
have been born to Him. 


435 p> 

€And verily, they are liars!> Allah mentions three of the things 
they said about the angels, which formed the utmost disbelief 
and falsehood. They said that they were the daughters of Allah 
and that Allah had offspring - exalted and sanctified be He 
above that. Then they made these offspring female, then they 
worshipped them instead of Allah, exalted and sanctified be He 
- any of which on its own would be sufficient to condemn them 
to spend eternity in Hell. Then Allah says, denouncing them: 
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(Kast & och Boy 
¢Has He (then) chosen daughters rather than sons?> 


meaning, what would make Him choose daughters rather than 
sons? This is like the Ayah, 


ictus VG ahd Ky ty KEK 5. EG oy Lads Kacttp 


¢Has then your Lord preferred for you sons, and taken for 
Himself from among the angels daughters? Verily, you indeed 
utter an awful saying.» (17:40) 


Allah says: 
49 GSE aS NS up 
What is the matter with you? How do you decide?» 
meaning, ‘what kind of reasoning makes you say that?’ 
Citas Bake Hf epagSis val 
«Will you not then remember? Or is there for you a plain 
authority?> 
means, ‘evidence to prove what you say.’ 
<Then bring your Book if you are truthful!> 


means, ‘produce evidence for that derived from a Book 
revealed from heaven by Allah, to prove that He has taken 
what you say (i.e., offspring). What you say is totally 
irrational.’ 


ics ES as 25 Gd 
€And they have invented a kinship between Him and the Jinn,> 


Mujahid said, “The idolators said that the angels were the 
daughters of Allah. Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, ‘Then who are their mothers?’ They said, The daughters 
of the leaders of the Jinn.’"'| Qatadah and Ibn Zayd also said 
this. Allah —- may He be blessed and exalted — says: 


0) at-Tabari 21:121. 
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CEL oe 

<but the jinn know} meaning, those to whom this is attributed 
diy En Ad 


<know well that they have indeed to appear (before Him) .> 


means, that those who say that will be brought forth for 
punishment on the Day of Reckoning, because of the lies and 
falsehood that they uttered without knowledge 


a 27 fr Gee 


kgs Ve ail GI) 

<Glorified be Allah! (He is free) from what they attribute unto 

Him!> 
means, exalted, sanctified and glorified be He far above having 
any offspring and far above what the wrongdoers and heretics 
attribute to Him. 

E05 Sai Si ste yp 
<Except the servants of Allah, whom He chooses .> 

The pronoun in the verb translated as “they attribute” refers 
to all of mankind, then He excludes those whom He chooses, 
who are the ones who follow the truth revealed to every 
Prophet who was sent. 

ANE Well yo 2H Mss ob At Made G Kp 

3 bie SJ SL OF op Rec BI Basel BS oy eee 

€161. So, verily you and those whom you worship> 

€162. Cannot lead astray,> 

€163. Except those who are predestined to burn in Hell!> 

€164. And there is not one of us (angels) but has his known 

place ;> 

4165. And verily, we (angels), we stand in rows ;> 

4166. And verily, we (angels) indeed are those who glorify .> 

€167. And indeed they used to say :> 

€168. “If we had a reminder as had the men of old,"'> 

€169. “We would have indeed been the chosen servants of 
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Allah!"'> 


€170. But (now) they disbelieve therein, so they will come to 
know!> 


No One believes what the Idolators say except Those 
Who are even more misguided than They 


Allah says, addressing the idolators: 
Cb pli yo BEY Mowe AE ale G pp 
<So, verily you and those whom you worship cannot lead 
astray, except those who are predestined to burn in Hell!» 


meaning, ‘the only ones who will believe what you say and 
follow your misguided ways of false worship are those who are 
more misguided than ous aes are created for Hell.’ 


ant Sgt & 35 Fb hy ee J el AG one os « 
se Mi Sofasit 2% DS I 

€They have hearts wherewith they understand not, and a 

have eyes wherewith they see not, and they have ears wherewith 


they hear not (the truth). They are like cattle, nay even more 
astray; those! They are the heedless ones.» (7:179). 


This is the parable of the people who follow the belief and 

ideas of Shirk, disbelief and misguidance, as Allah says: 
<Certainly, you have different ideas. Turned aside therefrom is 
he who is turned aside (by the decree of Allah).> (51:8-9) 

meaning, the one who is misled by it is the one who is turned 

aside. 

‘The Place of the Angels and Their Ranks glorify Allah 


Then Allah says, declaring the angels to be above the position 
attributed to them by those who disbelieved in them and told 
lies about them - that they are the daughters of Allah — 


Cpe fe AI, wD 
<And there is not one of us (angels) but has his known place ;> 
meaning, each one has his own place in the heavens and in 
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the places of worship, which he does not overstep. Ad-Dahhak 
said in his Tafsir. 


ECE fe AE o> 


“And there is not one of us (angels) but has his known 
place ;> 


Masraq used to narrate that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, said, The Messenger of Allah 3 said: 


36 ji inte Ob ole YI fe 3s EM EN 3 We 
‘There is no place in the lower heaven without an angel 
standing or prostrating in it.» 
This is what Allah says: 
EROS 1 HVE wp 
€And there is not one of us (angels) but has his known place 
(or position) >.” 
It was reported that Ibn Mas‘ad said, “In the heavens there is 
one heaven in which there is no space a hand span wide but 
there is the forehead or the foot of an angel on it.” Then he 
recited: 
opie fe AE wp 
¢And there is not one of us (angels) but has his known 
place ;>!?! 
Said bin Jubayr similarly said: 


qwsaplal 55 typ 
¢And we (angels), we stand in rows.> means, we stand in rows to 
worship, as we have already seen in the Ayah 
425205 SG > 
¢By those ranged in ranks (or rows)» 


Abu Nadrah said, “When the Igamah had been given, ‘Umar, 
may Allah be pleased with him, would turn to face the people 
and say: ‘Make your rows straight, for Allah wants you to 


(1 At-Tabari 21:127. 
[2] At-Tabari 21:127. 
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follow the ways of the angels.’ Then he would say, 
aplai SH ty> 

¢And verily, we stand in rows ;> ‘Move back, O so-and-so, move 
forward, O so-and-so.’ Then he would go forward and say 
lah Akbar” This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn 
Jarir.!? 

In Sahih Muslim it is narrated that Hudhayfah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah #% said, 


115 sb ets ante) CoN 
‘We have been favored above mankind in three things: our 
rows have been made like the rows of the angels; the whole 


earth has been made a place of prayer for us; and its soil is a 
means of purification for us.0’%?| 


<Mascti SA Gy 
¢And verily, we indeed are those who glorify .> 


means, ‘we stand in rows and glorify the Lord, praising Him, 
sanctifying Him and declaring Him to be above any faults or 
shortcomings. We are servants of Him and in need of Him, 
humbling ourselves before Him.’ 


gore 


The Quraysh wished that They could have a Reminder 
as had the Men of old 


CWE Si ste BS WIM GS ee FS GSN BE o> 


¢And indeed they used to say: “If we had a reminder as had 
the men of old, we would have indeed been the chosen servants 
of Allah!’'> 
means, ‘they used to wish - before you, O Muhammad, came 
to them - that they would have someone to remind them 
about Allah and what happened in earlier times, and to bring 
them the Book of Allah.’ This is like the Ayat: 
ait vay oa S324 o dsaal ose 3 5S pe 7 oes 4 core Piven i235 > 
(1 At-Tabari 21:128. 
1 Muslim 1 :371. 
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CGE Sy 555 Fs 


¢And they swore by Allah their most binding oath that if a 
warner came to them, they would be more guided than any of 
the nations (before them); yet when a warner came to them, it 
increased in them naught but flight (from the truth).> (35:42), 
and 


(a3 Aan ’ o @e Pa aad we “e 5 ak weg se 4 
Saw pace oF Sof OS oe sea F Lash JA Ty OE op 
peas ot EG Sot ML ol TH esi cE AO AS 
ore a, ore 


4435 ant pe, oS 3s one AiG} * (pd dhs) 535 
divine YO Gist <t Gate 


‘Gd 


or 


SO ee ce | Cat 
LF Ode Yall opm 


<Lest you should say: “The Book was sent down only to two 
sects before us, and for our part, we were in fact unaware of 
what they studied."” Or lest you should say: "If only the Book 
had been sent down to us, we would surely have been better 
guided than they." So now has come unto you a clear proof 
from your Lord, and a form of guidance and a mercy. Who 
then does more wrong than one who rejects the Ayat of Allah 
and turns away therefrom? We shall requite those who turn 
away from Our Ayat with an evil torment, because of their 
turning away. (6:156-157) 


Allah says here: 
CBE Ss oy WK 
<But they disbelieve therein, so they will come to know!> 


This is a definite and stern threat because of their disbelief in 
their Lord and their rejection of His Messenger 3%. 


S58 ORGAN A Uks Oy WLS oh oe Gaus ed Ee" eas Las > 

G pea oj Biss wees Bie G5 teh Wee K Me 
CRS S BS sah Mor & - pee 5S Sip i2il che 

€171. And, verily, Our Word has gone forth of old for Our 

servants, the Messengers,> 

€172. That they verily would be made triumphant, > 

€173. And that Our hosts! they verily would be the victors .> 
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¢174. So, turn away from them for a while,> 

4175. And watch them and they shall see!> 

4176. Do they seek to hasten on Our torment?> 

€177. Then, when it descends in their courtyard, evil will be 
the morning for those who had warned!» 

€178. So, turn away from them for a while,» 

€179. And watch and they shall see! 


The Promise of Victory and the Command to turn away 
from Idolators 


Allah says, 
dima Gs EY is Sapp 


¢And, verily, Our Word has gone “forth of old for Our 
servants, the Messengers ,> 
meaning, it has already been stated in the first decree that the 


Messengers and their followers will ultimately prevail in this 
world and the Hereafter. This is like the Ayah: 


dhs dG yb UCAS ep 


¢Allah has decreed: “Verily, it is I and id My ieee who 
shall be the victorious." Verily, Allah is All-Powerful, 
Almighty.» (58:21), and 


SAGE t36 oo Gal gl g Wor SAG Cs Hd Gp 
<Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and 


those who believe in this world's life and on the Day when the 
witnesses will stand forth.» (40:51). 


<ay 405i co ve wel Cat gucrit tits Cy ics 235 <2 3Gl}> 


¢And, verily, Our Word has gone forth of old for Our servants, the 
Messengers, that they verily would be made triumphant,> 

meaning, ‘in this world and in the Hereafter, as We have 
already stated that they would prevail over their people who 
disbelieved in them and went against them, and how Allah 
destroyed the disbelievers and saved His believing servants.’ 


CSSA oh tt Eyp 


300 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
¢And that Our hosts they verily would be the victors.> 
means, that they would ultimately prevail. 


Core 


EB re FE He Td 
¢So turn away from them for a while,» means, ‘bear their 
annoyance with patience and wait until an appointed time, 
when We shall cause you to prevail and will grant you victory.’ 
< NE yt Si peb> 


And watch them and they shall see!} means, ‘watch them and see 
what will happen to them by way of punishment for their 
opposition towards you and their disbelief in you.’ Allah said, 
as a threat and a warning, 


4 ispeae a os ‘| “re a> 
€and they shall see!>. Then Allah says: 
tS 1) aor eee a3 Cinal> 
Do they seek to hasten on Our torment?> 
meaning, ‘they seek to hasten on the punishment because 
they disbelieve in you, and Allah is angry with them because 
of that and will make them suffer the consequences, and 
because of their disbelief and stubbornness, He will hasten on 
the punishment.’ 
40; GA Ces TS gsty SF Op 
<Then, when it descends in their courtyard, evil will be the 
morning for those who had been warned! 


means, when the punishment comes down to the place where 
they are, terrible will be the day of their punishment and 
destruction. As-Suddi said: 


ists Le Uppy 


<Then, when it descends in their courtyard,> means, in their 
homes; 


<evil will be the morning er those who had been warned!> 
means, how terrible that morning will be for them. It was 
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reported in the Two Sahihs that Anas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, “On the morning of Khaybar, when the people 
came out with their tools (to go about their daily work) and 
saw the (Muslim) army, they went back and said, ‘Muhammad 
by Allah! Muhammad and the army!’ The Prophet 2: said: 


tp che oid of Sie, OF yt oes ES ST an 
tAllahu Akbar! Khaybar has been destroyed. Then, when it 


descends in the courtyard of any people; evil will be the 
morning for those who had been warned!v""" 


oper 


CW ines S S53 jal) Wa Wine = ree S55 
<So turn away from them for a while, and watch and they shall 
see!> 


This is a reiteration of the command stated above. And Allah 
knows best. 


~ 2 sd wast & a5 3 Wile 6 its a5 yt 
qa Sasi 


4180. Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of Al-‘Izzah! (He is free) 
from what they attribute unto Him!> 


4181. And Salam (peace!) be on the Messengers!> 


4182. And all the praises and thanks be to Allah, Lord of all 
that exists.> 


Allah glorified Himself and states that He is far above what the 
lying wrongdoers say about Him; glorified and sanctified and 
exalted be He far above what they say. Allah says: 


ial 5 Gy Sat 
<Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of Al-‘Izzah!> 
meaning, the Owner of might and power Whom none can resist. 


k Syn Ed 


<(He is free) from what they attribute unto Him!> means, from 
what these lying fabricators say. 


Migs K pas> 


1 Fath Al-Bari 2:107, Muslim 2:1043. 
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<And Salam be on the Messengers!> means, may the peace of 
Allah be upon them in this world and in the Hereafter, because 
what they say about their Lord is sound, correct and true. 


disks 35 4 LAG 
€And all the praises and thanks be to Allah, Lord of all that 
exists .> 


means, praise be to Him at the beginning and end of all 
things. Because Tasbih (glorification) implies a declaration of 
being free from all shortcomings, the two ideas appear together 
here and in many places in the Qur’an. Allah says: 
o 3 th Mass ba Bote & LS & ose 
<0 Gis 
<Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of Al-'Izzah! (He is free) from 
what they attribute unto Him! And Salam (peace!) be on the 
Messengers! And all the praises and thanks be to Allah, Lord of 
all that exists.> 


Sa‘id bin Abi ‘Ardbah narrated that Qatadah said, “The 
Messenger of Allah 3% said: 


SoD ye dyes OE atest fe thd ale stele yp 
tWhen you send Salam on me, send Salam on all the 
Messengers, for I am one of the Messengers .»” 
This was recorded by Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim.!"! 

Abu Muhammad Al-Baghawi recorded in his Tafsir that ‘Ali, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said: “Whoever wants a greater 
measure of reward on the Day of Resurrection, let him say at 
the end of any gathering, 


- 


tiie Gs 
Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of honor, glory and power! 
(He is free) from what they attribute unto Him! And Salam 
(peace!) be on the Messengers! And all the praises and thanks 
be to Allah, Lord of all that exists>.”'?! 
0) At-Tabari 21:134. 
[21 al-Baghawi 4:46. 
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Other Hadiths concerning the expiation for any wrongs that 
may have occurred during a gathering prescribe saying the 
words: “Glory be to You, O Allah, and praise. There is no God 
except You; I seek your forgiveness and I repent to you.” I 
have written a chapter dealing exclusively with this topic. 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Stirat As-Sdffat. And Allah, 
may He be glorified and exalted, knows best. 
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The Tafsir of Sirah Sad 
(Chapter - 38) 
which was revealed in Makkah 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 
+ Gite Coe - rane Ce 
RIGS y tor PENCE b iy Sin sd heal oy 
Osea SiO Siaacibis | > 2 oF » SS 
Sung Fo vee oAS oe "S Ce a ee Oa © (a é ES 
GEO ae Eis gS Se oe 3 
s tH Ra 4,00 4.¢ re coe BD. 84 qe 4 41. Sad. By the Qur'an 
) ag ao) full of reminding .> 
SOGGY || <2. Hs oe disielee 
LO 7 IB AT ar % ue 2° dS wtrt Art. ws? are in aise prt an 
Sheet! ied seaiedeln chi Jee opposition .> 
154 Shia SeLigiyien <3. How many a 
"eee Bed, ober ae wk eae generation have We de- 
help pe Ssordi ge bee stroyed before them! And 
Ay fy ||they cried out when 
ee +s there was no longer time 
ee NS for escape.> 
ALIKE dS igor Ca ec We have already 
i? ie ae i ae ios ; Z discussed the separate 
RAIN IS ISTAT CO FOR AEST SN S121 letters in the the 


sate te, 2b de ating <A Seccy || beginning of the Tafsir 
DAZa VFL Cava sil Sos) of Surat Al-Bagarah, 


“ 


ZL. on Bw , ‘4 gee : 
on Seldom’ Ser gilie 553 || and there is no need to 
repeat it here. 


€ Sil 63 ily > 


ae fet GE Oe at Hb ye 
. 


Os Museo ve gars 


<By the Qur'an full of reminding.» means, by the Qur’an which 
includes all that is in it as a reminder and a benefit to people in 
this life and the Hereafter. Ad-Dahhak said that the Ayah, 
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€ Sih sp 
full of reminding.) is like the Ayah, 
BS 15 Com KA Ww 
Indeed, We have sent down for you (O mankind) a Book in 


which there is Dhikrukum> (21:10). 


ie., your reminder.'"! This was also the view of Qatadah and 
of Ibn Jarir.! Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
Said bin Jubayr, Ismail bin Abi Khalid, Ibn Uyaynah, Abu 
Husayn, Abu Salih and As-Suddi said: 


€ Si 53> 


full of reminding.> “Full of honor,” i.e., of high’ standing.) 

There is no contradiction between the two views, because it is a 

noble Book which includes reminders and leaves no excuse and 

brings warnings. The reason for this oath is to be found in the 

Ayah: 

fis gre 4b FY Bae g hy 
Coke ES Li See HF o> 
<Not one of them but denied the Messengers; therefore My 
torment was justified .» (38:14). 

Qatadah said, “The reason for it is to be found in the Ayah: 
<Nay, those who disbelieve are in false pride and 
opposition» .”*41 

This was the view favored by Ibn Jarir.!5l 
<Nay, those who disbelieve are in false pride and opposition .> 


means, in this Qur’an there is a reminder for those who will 
be reminded and a lesson for those who will learn a lesson, 


(l At-Tabari 21:140. 
21 At-Tabari 21:140. 
3) At-Tabari 21:139, 140. 
I ay-Tabari 21:140. 
(SI At-Tabari 21:141. 
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but the disbelievers will not benefit from it because they 
tie ad 
are in false pride> meaning, arrogance and tribalism, 
€5lizs > 
¢and opposition.» means, they are stubbornly opposed to it and 
go against it. Then Allah scares them with news of how the 
nations who came before them were destroyed because of their 


opposition to the Messengers and their disbelief in the 
Scriptures that were revealed from heaven. Allah says: 


455 oi 145 CLI S> 

¢How many a generation have We destroyed before them!> 

meaning, disbelieving nations. 
4136 

¢And they cried out> means, when the punishment came to 
them, they called for help and cried out to Allah, but that did 
not save them at all. This is like the Ayat: 

KES as BATS ah US Vo G Ag Eh AI tp 


<i 41S E5 xii 


Then, when they perceived (saw) Our torment, behold, they 
(tried to) flee from it. Flee not, but return to that wherein you 
lived a luxurious life, and to your homes, in order that you 
may be questioned .> (21:12-13). 


Abu Dawud At-Taydlisi recorded that At-Tamimi said, “I asked 
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, about the Ayah: 
Lupe ine E55 I> 
¢And they cried out when there was no longer time for 
escape .> 
He said that it was not the time for them to call or flee or 
escape. Muhammad bin Ka’b said, concerning the Ayah: 
46 Se ES (5D 


¢And they cried out when there was no longer time for 
escape .> 
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“They called for Tawhid when their lives were over, and they 
resorted to repentance when their lives were over.’!! 

Qatadah said, “When they saw the punishment, they wanted 
to repent when there was no longer time to call out.” Mujahid 
said: 


ke be SG 1G) 
€And they cried out when there was no longer time for 
escape .> 
“It was not the time to flee or escape.” Allah says: 


vee 


4 Se ESD 
€when there was no longer time for escape.> 


meaning, there was no time to escape or run away; and Allah 
knows best. 


z Me a eae 9eeE Ea 652 fit 24.2 eae ee 12 Ase “eae 
5 Geis CL AST SO Te BUS pat he SAS IG es Sat A A Sd 
Pancten W4 ee ge g Be ne ote 8 bee ope heres sere, Cy A on ae 
G8 to Oey Bed & bch ET Se SO gig ne A 
rt ee we 4 ILE Oe SF me, 7, Sie Fae. ae we 
BLE & Sal oe Goh Bish Wy Oe a ei Jl a oy es 


rt « ver we oS x feratre 47 4h be oe ae a 
5 2% Gis Phe A intoe tea Oy 6% 
SEN rehge 5 there My ll tte oe 
ee 6 fb Uh BG ojos 


€4. And they wonder that a warner has come to them from 


among themselves. And the disbelievers say: ‘This is a 
sorcerer, a liar."’> 


€5. “Has he made the gods into One God. Verily, this is a 
curious thing!""> 


<6. And the leaders among them went about (saying): ‘Go on, 
and remain constant to your gods! Verily, this is a thing 
designed!''p 


€7. “We have not heard (the like) of this in the religion of these 
later days. This is nothing but an invention!"'> 


48. “Has the Reminder been sent down to him (alone) from 
among us?" Nay, but they are in doubt about My Reminder! 


0) 4d-Durr AL-Manthur 7 :145. 
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Nay, but they have not tasted (My) torment!> 


49. Or have they the treasures of the mercy of your Lord, the 
Almighty, the Real Bestower?> 


410. Or is it that the dominion of the heavens and the earth 
and all that is between them is theirs? If so, let them ascend up 
with means!> 


411. They will be a defeated host like the Confederates of the old 
times .> 


The Idolators were amazed at the Message, Tawhid and 
the Qur’an 
Allah tells us that the idolators wondered at the sending of the 
Messenger of Allah # as a bringer of glad tidings and a 
warner. This is like the Ayah: 
Hb Die it 55 ot oh pe ys Sy CST ee ot op 
€CBihad I OS Sy LAT IG pgs Se he 
Is it a wonder for mankind that We have sent Our revelation 
fo a man from among themselves (saying): “Warn mankind, 
and give good news to those who believe that they shall have 
with their Lord the rewards of their good deeds?” (But) the 
disbelievers say : ‘This is indeed an evident sorcerer!'’> (10:2). 


And Allah says here: 


¢And they wonder that a warner has come to them from among 
themselves .> 


meaning, a human being like themselves. 
4And the disbelievers said: "This is a sorcerer, a liar. Has he 
made the gods into One God?''> 


meaning, does he claim that the One Who is to worshipped is 
One and there is no god besides Him? The idolators - may 
Allah curse them - denounced that and were amazed at the 
idea of giving up Shirk, because they had learned from their 
forefathers to worship idols and their hearts were filled with 
love for that. When the Messenger 3% called them to rid their 
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hearts of that and to worship Allah Alone, this was too much 
for them and they were astounded by it. They said: 


one Reese pera, ott 4 on te g de 4. ey Gee wong 
Cet OT GGG I A US Gy a GH A Sotp 


<"Has he made the gods into One God? Verily, this is a 
curious thing!"' And the leaders among them went about 


meaning the chiefs and masters and nobles, 
29 
(saying): ‘‘Go on...» meaning, ‘persist in your religion,’ 
CK & Wsh> 


<and remain constant to your gods!>, meaning, ‘do not respond to 
Muhammad’s call to Tawhid.’ 


MPEOR NYSE 2 
<Verily, this is a thing designed!> Ibn Jarir said, “The Tawhid to 
which Muhammad is calling you is something by which he 
wishes to gain power over you, and exalt his own position, so 
that he will have followers among you, but we will not respond 
to him." 


The Reason for the Revelation of These Aydt 


Abu Jafar bin Jarir recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “When Abu Talib fell sick, some of the 
people of the Quraysh, including Abu Jahl, entered upon him 
and said, ‘Your brother’s son is insulting our gods; he does 
such and such and says such and such. Why don’t you send 
for him and tell him not to do that?’ So he sent for the 
Prophet #% and he entered the house. There was space enough 
for one man to sit between them and Abu Talib, and Abu 
Jahl, may Allah curse him, was afraid that if (the Prophet 2] 
were to sit beside Abu Talib he would be more lenient with 
him, so he jumped up and sat in that spot, and the Messenger 
of Allah #% could find nowhere to sit near his uncle, so he sat 
by the door. Abu Talib said to him, ‘O son of my brother, why 
are your people complaining about you and claiming that you 


Ul At-Tabari 21:152. 
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insult their gods and say such and such?’ They made so many 
complaints against him. Thereupon, he 2 said, 
rath ois Sod So We se es UE LT Ae 
«O uncle, all I want from them is one word which, if they say 


it, the Arabs will become their followers and the non-Arabs will 
pay Jizyah to them.» 


They were worried about what he said, so they said, ‘One word? 
Yes, by your father, (we will say) ten words! What is it?’ Abu 
Talib said, ‘What word is it, O son of my brother?’ He # said, 
it Vy ay Yo 
La ilaha illallah.» 
They stood up in agitation, brushing down their clothes, 
saying, 
CSE Ad GS HGS Way UH Sap 
¢Has he made the gods into One God. Verily, this is a curious 
thing!> 
Then this passage was revealed, from this Ayah to the Ayah: 
46 BS Sw 
«Nay, but they have not tasted (My) torment!>” 
This is the wording of Abu Kurayb.!"! Something similar was 
also recorded by Imam Ahmad and An-Nasai, and At-Tirmidhi 
said, “Hasan.”!1 
isi ail g ty, Ee Cd 


4We have not heard (the like) of this in the religion of these 
later days.» 


means, ‘we have not heard anything like this Tawhid to which 
Muhammad calls us in the religion of these later days.’ 


Ul At-Tabari 21:149. 

2] Ahmad 1:362, An-Nasai in Al-Kubré 6:442, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 
9:99. A few scholars grade this narration weak, including Al- 
Arna’ut (Al-Musnad no. 3420) and Al-Albani in Da‘f Sunan At- 
Tirmidhi under the Tafsir of this Ayah. 
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Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, “We have not heard of this from the religion of 
these later days (meaning Christianity); if this Qur’an were 
true, the Christians would have told us about it.”!! 


Sc Yy Os Ay 
<This is nothing but an invention!» Mujahid and Qatadah said, “A 
lie”?! Ibn ‘Abbas said, “A fabrication.) 
tk & Kil 2G SyAlp 
a the Reminder been sent down to him (alone) from among 
us! 


They thought it unlikely that he would be singled out from 
among them to receive the Qur'an. This is like the Aydt: 
4Gpht EM 8s 5 & SCH SY 
¢And they say: ‘Why is not this Qur'an sent down to some 
great man of the two towns?''> (43:31). 


Allah said: 
2° epee vetve Seb'> eee osee 3 ~ ers Cee Bees at ae 
Ge prae Gaby Gall all gy pets pe EG GA aS CS SALE lp 


dls it they who would portion out the mercy of your Lord? It is 
We Who portion out between them their livelihood in this 
world, and We raised some of them above others in ranks> 
(43:32). 
When they said this, it indicated their ignorance and lack of 
understanding since they thought it was unlikely that the 
Qur’én would be revealed to the Messenger #% and not to 
somebody else. 


qe iyi Od 
¢Nay, but they have not tasted (My) torment!> 


means, they say this because they have not yet tasted the 
punishment and vengeance of Allah. But they will come to 


(1) At-Tabari 21:152. 
[2] At-Tabari 21:155. 
3! At-Tabari 21:154. 


Sttrah 38. Sad (4 - 11) (Part-23) 313 


know the consequences of what they say and what they 
rejected on the Day when they are herded into the fire of Hell. 
Then Allah points out that He is the One Who is in control of 
His Creation and Who does whatever He wills, Who gives 
whatever He wants to whomever He wants, and honors 
whomever He wants and humiliates whomever He wants, and 
guides whomever He wants and misguides whomever He 
wants, and sends the Rah (Jibril) by His command upon 
whomsoever He wants among His servants, and seals the 
hearts of whomever He wants, so no one can guide him apart 
from Allah. His servants do not possess any power and have 
no control over His dominion, not even a speck of dust’s 
weight; they do not possess even a thin membrane over a date 
stone. Allah says, denouncing them: 


CEST gyal Gh 255 BIE Dice ap 


¢Or have they the treasures of the mercy of your Lord, the 
Almighty, the Real Bestower?> 


meaning, the Almighty Whose might cannot be overcome, the 
Bestower Who gives whatever He wills to whomsoever He wills. 
This Ayah is like the Ayah: 


rs GS FOI SA Nos Set Sse GS oil Os A al> 
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€Or have they a share in the dominion? Then in that case they 
would not give mankind even a speck on the back of a date 
stone. Or do they envy men for what Allah has given them of 
His bounty? Then, We had already given the family of Ibrahim 
the Book and Al-Hikmah, and conferred upon them a great 
kingdom. Of them were (some) who believed in him, and of 
them were (some) who averted their faces from him; and enough 
is Hell for burning (them).> (4:53-55). 


Ee EAS Bete ce Cee cree SRG hy ee rer cme ches oe FF 
85055 Soy 3G oleyfi LS soy Gl G5 2055 BGS BSUS ENS i> 


€Say: “If you possessed the treasure of the mercy of my Lord 
(wealth), then you would surely hold back for fear of (being 
exhausted), and man is ever miserly!"'> (17:100). 
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This is after Allah tells us the story of how the disbeliever 
denied the sending of a human Messenger, as He tells us that 
the people of Salih, peace be upon him, said: 


CRN OSI fe Ske HA EE BF ES ok Sal hp 


<‘'Is it that the Reminder is sent to him alone from among us? 
Nay, he is an insolent liar!" Tomorrow they will come to know 
who is the liar, the insolent one!> (54:25, 26) 
EDOM 4 VE CEG ANG set dit 4 oN 
<Or is it that the dominion of the heavens and the earth and all 
that is between them is theirs? If so, let them ascend up with 
means .> 
means, if they have that, then let them ascend up with means. 
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Sa‘td bin 
Jubayr, Qatadah and others said, “The ways to the heaven.”!!! 
Ad-Dahhak, said, “Then let them ascend into the seventh 
heaven.”?! 
Then Allah says, 


vs GBS 


<9 Jel ei o ae car 14 reas 
éthey will be a defeated host like the Confederates of the old 
times .> 


meaning, these hosts of disbelievers who are in false pride and 
opposition will be defeated and overwhelmed and disgraced, 
just as the Confederates of the old times were disgraced before 
them. This Ayah is like the Ayah: 


Cal Sy cdl pee Bret ts BED 
¢Or say they: We are a great multitude, victorious?" Their 
multitude will be put to flight, and they will show their backs .> 
(54:44-45) - which is what happened on the day of Badr - 


«Nay, but the Hour is their appointed time, wa the Hour will 
be more grievous and more bitter.» (54:46) 


(1 At-Tabari 21:156. 
(2) at-Tabari 21 :157. 
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ies This YS EG Se BS Li hee I ¥ oy AH 
€12. Before them denied - the people of Nah; and ‘Ad; and 
Fir‘awn the man of stakes,> 

€13. And Thamiid, and the people of Litt, and the Dwellers of 
Al-Aykah ; such were the Confederates .> 


414. Not one of them but denied the Messengers; therefore My 
torment was justified .> 


€15. And these only wait for a single Sayhah there will be no 
pause or ending thereto. 


€16. They say: “Our Lord! Hasten to us Qittana before the 
Day of Reckoning!""> 


€17. Be patient of what they say...> 


A Reminder of Those Who were destroyed among the 
Previous Nations 


Allah tells us about those past nations and the punishment 
and vengeance that struck them for their going against the 
Messengers and disbelieving in the Prophets, peace be upon 
them. We have already seen their stories in detail in numerous 
places (in the Qur’an). Allah says: 
252M ASN> 

<such were the Confederates.» meaning, ‘they were greater and 
stronger than you, they had more wealth and children, but that 


did not protect them from the punishment of Allah at all when 
the command of your Lord came to pass.’ Allah says: 


Bote BS LY he YK o> 
<Not one of them but denied the Messengers; therefore My 
torment was justified .> 


The reason for their destruction was their disbelief in the 
Messengers, so let those who are addressed here beware and 
be afraid.’ 


~t9 ee ate ee 
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<And these only wait for a single Sayhah there will be no pause 
or ending thereto.> 


Malik narrated from Zayd bin Aslam; “There will none who can 
avert it,”") ie., they will only wait for the Hour that it shall 
come upon them suddenly while they perceive not. But some 
of its portents have already come, i.e., it has drawn nigh. This 
Sayhah is the blast on the Trumpet when Allah will command 
Israffl to sound a long note, and there will be no one in the 
heaven or on earth but will be terrified, except those whom 
Allah spares. : BY cake iene 
«Hocli  F eso 2 © o> 
They say: ‘‘Our Lord! Hasten to us Qittana before the Day of 
Reckoning!"'> 


Here Allah denounces the idolators for calling for the punishment 
to be hastened upon themselves. Qitt refers to a book or record, or 
it was said that it means one’s allotted share or fortune. Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Al- 
Hasan and others said, “They asked for the punishment to be 
hastened.”?! Qatadah added, this is like when they said: 
SH ALT ee Cae FU dee & SI A SO oy Lily 
48 ofl yy 
<"O Allah! If this (the Qur'an) is indeed the truth from You, 
then rain down stones on us from the sky or bring on us a 
painful torment.''> (8:32).!*! 
It was also said that they asked for their share of Paradise to 
be hastened, if it really existed, so that they might have their 
share in this world; they said this because they thought it 
unlikely to exist and they disbelieved in it. Ibn Jarir said, 
“They asked for whatever they deserved, good or bad, to be 
hastened for them in this world.”*! What he said is good, and 
A-Dahhak and Ismail bin Abi Khalid based their views on it. 
And Allah knows best.'5! They said this by way of mockery 


() ‘abdur-Razzéq 3:161. 

(2) At-Tabari 21:164, Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 7 :148. 
(3) At-Tabari 21:164. 

41 At-Tabari 21:165. 

IS! At-Tabari 21:195. 
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€18. Verily, We made the mountains to glorify Our praises with him 
in the ‘Ashi and Ishraq.> 


419. And (so did) the birds assembled, all obedient to him.> 


420. We made his kingdom strong and gave him Al-Hikmah and 
sound judgement in speech and decision .> 


Dawud, peace be upon him 


Allah tells us that His servant and Messenger Dawud, peace be 
upon him, was endued with power. Al-Ayd means strength in 
knowledge and action. Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd said, “Al-Ayd means strength.” 


U1 At-Tabari 21:166, 167. 
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Mujahid said, “Al-Ayd means strength in obedience to Allah.”!”! 
Qatadah said, “Dawud, peace be upon him, was given strength 
in worship and the proper understanding of Islam.”?! He told 
us that he, peace be upon him, used to spend a third of the 
night in prayer, and he fasted for half a lifetime. This was 
reported in the Two Sahihs, where it is recorded that the 
Messenger of Allah # said: 


tee Hes 32 ot SH teat S55 55s bolo Sus at lan Osh 
Say Usp ydad SWS Anke 0s tbl 65 «gt Cass ety SW 5515 

GI! SU SI BY by Ga Vg Us 
«The most beloved of prayer to Allah is the prayer of Dawud, 
and the most beloved of fasting to Allah is the fasting of 
Dawud. He used to sleep for half of the night, stand in prayer 
for a third of the night, then sleep for a sixth of the night, and 


he used to fast alternate days. He never fled from the battlefield, 
and he always turned to Allah.s!°) 


which means that he turned to Allah with regard to all of his 
affairs. 


CGC goth ood i SU Cs wD 


<Verily, We made the mountains to glorify Our praises with 
him in the 'Ashi and Ishrag.> 


means, Allah caused the mountains to glorify His praises with 
him at sunrise and at the end of the day. This is like the Ayah: 


42 12 it Sted 
€O you mountains. Glorify (Allah) with him! And you birds 
(also)!> (34:10). 
The birds also used to glorify Allah’s praises with him. If a 
bird flew by him and heard him chanting the Zabir, it would 
not go away; instead it would stay hovering in the air, 


glorifying Allah along with him. And the lofty mountains would 
respond to him and echo his glorification of Allah. Ibn Jarir 


(Ml At-Tabari 21:166. 
(21 At-Tabari 21:167. 
{3) Fath Al-Bari 3:20, Muslim 2:816. 
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recorded from ‘Abdullah bin Al-Harith bin Nawfal that Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, did not pray Ad-Duhd. 
[Abdullah said:] “So I took him to Umm Hani, may Allah be 
pleased with her, and said to her, Tell him what you told me.’ 
She said, The Messenger of Allah # entered my house on the 
day of the conquest of Makkah. He called for water to be 
poured into a large bowl, then he called for a garment which 
he used as a screen between me and him, and he washed 
himself. Then he sprinkled water around the house and 
prayed eight Rak‘ahs. This was Ad-Duhda, and its standing, 
bowing, prostration and sitting were all equal in brevity.’ Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, left, saying, I have 
read the Qur’an from cover to cover, and I never knew about 
Salat Ad-Duha until now!’ Then he recited: 


eas Ml aS 
glorify Our praises with him in the ‘Ashi and Ishraq.> 


used to say, “What is Salat Al-Ishrag, but now I know what it 
s.7111 


2 Gis 

¢And (so did) the birds assembled,» meaning, hovering in the air. 
<2) 4 ¥> 

all obedient to him.> means, they obeyed him and followed him 


in glorifying Allah. Said bin Jubayr, Qatadah and Malik said, 
narrating from Zayd bin Aslam and Ibn Zayd: 


<2i) 4 ¥> 
€all obedient to him.> means, “Following his commands.”!?! 
4S 6555) 
«We made his kingdom strong> means, ‘We gave him complete 
dominion with all that kings need.’ Ibn Abi Najih reported that 


Mujahid said, “He was the strongest and most powerful of the 
people of this world.” 


iki 2255 


(1) At-Tabari 21:169. 
(2) At-Tabari 213169. 
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¢and gave him Al-Hikmah> Mujahid said, “This means 
understanding, reason and intelligence.” Qatadah said, “The 
Book of Allah and following what is in it.” As-Suddi said: 


qirzass> 
¢Al-Hikmah> “Prophethood.”!?! 
4 j55> 


qand sound judgement» Shurayh Al-Qadi and Ash-Sha‘i said, 
“Sound judgement is testimony and oaths.” Qatadah said, 
“Two witnesses for the plaintiff or an oath on the part of the 
defendant is meaning of sound judgement.”%! This is the 
sound judgement which the Prophets and Messengers judged 
and the believers and righteous accepted. This is the basis of 
this Ummah’s judicial system until the Day of Resurrection. 
This was the view of Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman As-Sulami. Mujahid 
and As-Suddi said, “It means passing the right judgement and 
understanding the case.”!*! Mujahid also said, “It is soundness 
in speech and in judgement, and this includes all of the above.” 
This is what is meant, and this is the view favored by Ibn 
Jarir. 5) 
ES UNE Re Gy 530 & ks y SA Sy AST HE a jsp 
A Wal te SY SL Si Le Kee 
Jo dl 9 oF HAST Is Ty 2 oy Se oy GA Gl ts 
fare Gl Vy as & pres GF MT SIS By et Sy ae yh, Si 
Bitch SS 55H Bab MS Os 3 Be IS Smut is 
46 625 BS Gee A ay as OS 
421. And has the news of the litigants reached you? When they 
climbed over the wall into (his) Mihrab (private chamber of 
worship) ;> 


I at-Tabari 21:171. 
(2) At-Tabari 21:173. 
3] At-Tabari 21:173. 
14) At-Tabari 21:172. 
(5) At-Tabari 21:173. 
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422. When they entered in upon Dawud, he was terrified of 
them. They said: “Fear not! (We are) two litigants, one of us 
has wronged the other, therefore judge between us with truth, 
and treat us not with injustice, and guide us to the right way.» 


€23. Verily, this my brother (in religion) has ninety-nine ewes, 
while I have (only) one ewe, and he says: ‘'Hand it over to me, 
and he overpowered me in speech."'> 


€24. [Dawud] said: ‘He has wronged you in demanding your 
ewe in addition to his ewes. And, verily, many partners 
oppress one another, except those who believe and do righteous 
good deeds, and they are few.” And Dawud guessed that We 
have tried him and he sought forgiveness of his Lord, and he 
fell down prostrate and turned (to Allah) in repentance. 


€25. So, We forgave him that, and verily, for him is a near 
access to Us, and a good place of return.> 


The Story of the Two Litigants 


In discussing this passage, the scholars of Tafsir mention a 
story which is mostly based upon Isrd’iliyadt narrations. 
Nothing has been reported about this from the Infallible 
Prophet 2% that we could accept as true. But Ibn Abi Hatim 
narrated a Hadith whose chain of narration cannot be 
regarded as Sahih because it is reported by Yazid Ar-Raqdshi 
from Anas, may Allah be pleased with him. Although Yazid 
was one of the righteous, his Hadiths are regarded as weak by 
the Imams. So, it is better to speak briefly of this story and 
refer knowledge of it to Allah, may He be exalted. For the 
Qur’an is true and what it contains is also true. 
dors Ged 

«he was terrified of then.» This was because he was in his 
Mthrab (private chamber). That was the noblest part of his 
house, where he commanded that no one should enter upon 
him that day. So, he did not realize that these two people had 
climbed the fence surrounding his Mihrab (private chamber) to 
ask him about their case. 


qc 3 3525 


€and he overpowered me in speech.» means, ‘he defeated me.’ 
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4255 CEE gS E85) 


<And Dawud guessed that We have tried him> 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that this 
means, “We tested him.”!!! 


Ch G 5 


and he fell down prostrate and turned (to Allah) in 
repentance .> 


€i5 4 GS 
€So, We forgave him that,> 


The Sajdah in Sarah Sad 


The performance of Sajdah in Surah Sdd is not one of the 
obligatory locations; it is a prostration of thanks (Sajdat 
Shukr. The evidence for it is the report recorded by Imam 
Ahmad from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, who 
said; “The prostration in Surah Sdd is not one of the obligatory 
prostrations; I saw the Messenger of Allah # prostrating in 
this Sdrah.”?! This was also recorded by Al-Bukhari, Abu 
Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, and An-Nas&7 in his Tafsir. At-Tirmidhi 
said, “Hasan Sahih.”*! In his Tafsir of this Ayah, An-Nasa’ 
also recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, “The Prophet # prostrated in Sdd, and he said: 


eA de fe feet tee fap re eet, 
NGS Bars EHF PMN; PLAN gle 3515 GaQce 


«Dawud prostrated as an act of repentance and we prostrate as 
an act of thanks.»” 


This was recorded only by An-Nasai."*! The men of its chain 
of narration are all reliable. 

In his Tafsir of this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that Al- 
‘Awwam said that he asked Mujahid about the prostration in 
Surah Sdd. He said, 1 asked Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased 


() At-Tabari 21:181. 

[2] Ahmad 1:359. 

(3) Fath AlL-Bari 2:643, Abu Dawud 2:123, Tuhfat ALAhwadhi 3:176, 
An-Nasii in Al-Kubra 6 :342. 

(41 An-Nasa7 2:159. 
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with him, ‘Why do you prostrate?’ He said, ‘Have you not read: 
45AL5 555 ac oe5d 
¢and among his [Nith's] progeny Dawud, Sulayman} (6:84) 


a 
rtd 


Cal 2545 Til 55s SH SSslp 
They are those whom Allah had guided. So follow their 
guidance> (6:90). 


Dawud, peace be upon him, was one of those whom your 
Prophet # was commanded to follow. Dawud prostrated here 
so the Messenger of Allah #% also prostrated here.’”!"! 

Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah 3% recited Sad 
while he was on the Minbar. When he reached the prostration, 
he came down from the Minbar and prostrated, and the people 
prostrated with him. On another occasion when he recited it, 
he reached the prostration and the people prepared to 
prostrate. He #% said: 


‘This is repentance for a Prophet, but I see that you are 
preparing to prostrate. 


Then he came down (from the Minbar and prostrated.”!?! 
This was recorded only by Abu Dawud and its chain of 
narration meets the conditions of the Two Sahihs. 


¢and verily, for him is a near access to Us, and a good place of 
(final) return .> 


means, on the Day of Resurrection, he will have good deeds by 
virtue of which he will be brought close to Allah, and he will 
have a good place of (final) return, which means the lofty 
levels of Paradise, because of his repentance and his perfect 
justice in his kingdom. As it says in the Sahih: 


glad! Sydll Spat hs Sy AEN ead Bas be HG Ae SL tin 
O15 ay mgd B 
0) Fath AL-Bari 8 :405S. 
21 Abu Dawud no. 1410. 
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‘Those who are fair and just with their families and those who 
are under their authority will be on Minbars of light on the 
right hand of Ar-Rahman, and both His Hands are right 
Hands 0") 


27D PS ese te ae wees A ca a as <r Sana T Ts r4 - 
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€26. O Dawud! Verily, We have placed you as a successor on 
the earth; so judge you between men in truth (and justice) and 
follow not your desire - for it will mislead you from the path of 
Allah. Verily, those who wander astray from the path of Allah 
(shall) have a severe torment, because they forgot the Day of 
Reckoning .> 


Advice to Rulers and Leaders 


This is advice from Allah, may He be exalted, to those who are in 
positions of authority. They should rule according to the truth 
and justice revealed from Him, they should not turn away from 
it and be led astray from the path of Allah. All4h has issued a 
stern warning of a severe punishment to those who go astray 
from His path and forget the Day of Resurrection. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibrahim Abu Zur‘ah, who read 
the Scripture, reported that Al-Walid bin ‘Abd Al-Malik said to 
him: “Does anyone have the right to question the Khalifah? 
You have read the first Scripture and the Qur’4n, and you 
have understood them.” He replied, “May I speak, O 
Commander of the faithful?” He said, “Speak, for you are 
under the protection of Allah.” I said, “O Commander of the 
faithful, are you more dear to Allah, or Dawud, peace be upon 
him? For Allah gave him both prophethood and rulership, 
then He warned him in His Book: 

F Gis ol EG By oS O6 ON a GE ae G shes 
8 yc 
¢O Dawud ! Verily, We have placed you as a successor on the earth; 
so judge you between men in truth (and justice) and follow not your 
desire - for it will mislead you from the path of Allah>.” 


(11 Muslim 3:1458. 
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427. And We created not the heaven and the earth and all that 
is between them without purpose! That is the consideration of 
those who disbelieve! Then woe to those who disbelieve from the 
Fire!> 

€28. Shall We treat those who believe and do righteous good 
deeds as those who cause mischief on the earth? Or shall We 


1 At-Tabari 21:189. 
[21 At-Tabari 21:189. 
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treat those who have Taqwa as the evildoers? 


€29. (This is) a Book which We have sent down to you, full of 
blessings, that they may ponder over its Verses, and that men 
of understanding may remember .> 


The Wisdom behind the Creation of This World 


Allah tells us that He did not create the creatures in vain; He 
created them to worship Him Alone, then He will gather them 
on the Day of Gathering and will reward the obedient and 
punish the disbelievers. Allah says: 
48 call BF BS Ss CS 0 ENG cal Ge wp 

<And We created not the heaven and the earth and all that is 

between them without purpose! That is the consideration of 

those who disbelieve!> 


meaning, those who do not think that the resurrection and the 
place of return will occur, but they think that there is nothing 


after this world. 7 Se, (ye 
4. BUS Sati Sp 


<Then woe to those who disbelieve from the Fire!> 


means, woe to them on the Day when they will be resurrected, 
from the Fire that is prepared for them. Then Allah explains 
that because of His justice and wisdom, He does not treat the 
believers and the disbelievers equally. Allah says: 


Si fe A GON og Gir ccuat ih ie ai fe > 
fa ee 


ty 
<Shall We treat those who believe and do righteous good deeds 


as those who do mischief on the earth? Or shall We treat Those 
who have Taqwa as the evildoers?> 


meaning, ‘We shall not do that.’ They are not equal before 
Allah, and since this is the case, there must inevitably be 
another realm in which those who obey Allah will be rewarded 
and the wicked will be punished. This teaching indicates to 
those of a sound mind and upright nature that there must 
inevitably be a resurrection and recompense. We see evildoers 
and criminals are prospering and increasing in wealth, 
children and luxury, until they die in that state. We see 
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oppressed believers dying of grief and distress, so by the 
wisdom of the All-Wise, All-Knowing, All-Just who does not do 
even a speck of dust’s weight of injustice, there should be a 
time when the rights of the oppressed are restored with due 
justice. If this does not happen in this world, there must be 
another realm where recompense may be made and 
consolation may be found. The Qur’aén teaches sound aims 
based on a rational way of thinking, so Allah says: 


C8 A i Sey ae OH I os, IS L8 


4(This is) a Book which We have sent down to you, full of 
blessings, that they may ponder over its Ayat, and that men of 
understanding may remember .> 


meaning, those who are possessed of wisdom and reason. 
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430. And to Dawud We gave Sulayman. How excellent a 
servant! Verily, he was ever turning in repentance (to Us)!> 


431. When there were displayed before him, in the afternoon, 
well trained horses of the highest breed .> 


432. He said: “I did love the good instead of remembering my 
Lord,” till the time was over, and (the sun) had hidden in the 
veil (of night).> 

€33. Then he said: ‘Bring them back to me."’ Then he began to 
pass his hand over their legs and their necks.> 


Sulayman the Son of Dawud 


Allah tells us that he gave Sulayman to Dawud as a Prophet, 
as He says elsewhere: 


rae ee an © td 
4555 jk Ook cys 


¢And Sulayman inherited Dawud> (27:1). 


meaning, he inherited prophethood from him. Dawud had other 
sons besides Sulayman, for he had one hundred free wives. 


rf oe Ps oea oe. 
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<How excellent a servant! Verily, he was ever oft-returning in 
repentance (to Us)!> 


This is praise for Sulayman, because he was very much 
obedient, worshipping Allah much and always turning to Allah 
in repentance. 


PEN ART So ge tt Cad > 
dined Seat pit ak 2 y 


<When there were displayed before him, in the afternoon, well 
trained horses of the highest breed .> 


means, these well trained horses were shown to Sulayman, 
peace be upon him, in his capacity as king and ruler. Mujahid 
said, “They were the kind of horses which stand on three legs 
and raise the fourth, and they were swift horses.”"! This was 
also the view of several others among the Salaf. Abu Dawud 
recorded that ‘Aiishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, 
“The Messenger of Allah #3 came back from the campaign of 
Tabtk or Khaybar, and there was a curtain covering her room. 
The wind came and lifted the curtain, revealing some toys 
belonging to ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her. The 
Prophet # said: ais wy 
aPacslé E ida Lo 

tWhat is this, O ‘A’ishah?» She, may Allah be pleased with her, 
said, “My toys.” Among them he saw a horse with two wings 
made of cloth. He # said: 


ott ths ny A il aa Ld 
‘What is this that I see in the midst of them?» 


She, may Allah be pleased with her, said, “A horse.” The 
Messenger of Allah 2 said, 


wale cll he Ge 


‘And what is this on it?» She, may Allah be pleased with her, 
said, “Wings.” The Messenger of Allah 2 said, 


Woes J wey 


‘A horse with two wings?? She, may Allah be pleased with her, 
said, “Did you not hear that Sulayman, peace be upon him, 


(1! At-Tabari 21:192, 193. 
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had a horse that had wings?” She, may Allah be pleased with 
her, said, “The Messenger of Allah # smiled so broadly that | 
could see his molars.”!"! 


Ci, ree eet te or OM me Soret of) Tee 


¢He said: “I did love the good (i.e., horses) instead of 
remembering my Lord" till the time was over, and (the sun) 
had hidden in the veil (of night)> 


More than one of the Salaf and scholars of Tafsir mentioned 
that he was so busy looking at the horses that he missed the 
time of ‘Asr prayer. He did not miss it deliberately, but 
because of forgetfulness, as happened to the Prophet # on the 
day of Khandaq, when he was too busy to pray ‘Asr and he 
prayed it after the sun had set. This was recorded in the Two 
Sahihs with more than one chain of narration, including the 
report from Jabir, may Allah be pleased with him, who said, 
“On the day of Khandaq, ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with 
him, came after the sun had set and started cursing the 
disbelievers of the Quraysh. He said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, I 
could not pray ‘Asr until the sun had almost set.’ The 
Messenger of Allah 3% said, 


gle & aly 
«By Allah, I did not pray it either .»” 
He (Jabir) said, “So we got up and went to Buthan. Allah’s 
Prophet 3% performed ablution for the prayer and we too 


performed ablution. He prayed ‘Asr after the sun had set, then 
he prayed Maghrib after that.”"?! 


Fa Ke fitter 2.08 Be ed 
deals g Ah to GO & Oy 


<Then he said: ‘Bring them (horses) back to me." Then he 
began to pass his hand over their legs and their necks.» 
Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “He said, ‘No, by Allah, you will not 
keep me from worshipping my Lord again,’ then he ordered 
that they should be slaughtered.”"! This was also the view of 
Qatadah. As-Suddi said, “Their necks and hamstrings were 


1) Abu Dawud 5 :227. 
121 Fath AL-Bari 2:82, Muslim 1:438. 
(3) At-Tabari 21:195. 
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struck with swords.”!!! 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “He began patting the horses’ heads 
and legs out of love for them.”) This is the view that was 
favored by Ibn Jarir. He said, “Because he would not punish 
an animal by cutting its hamstrings or destroy his own wealth 
for no other reason than that he had been distracted from his 
prayer by looking at it, and it was not the animals’ fault.” 

This view which Ibn Jarir thought more correct is subject to 
further review, because such action may have been 
permissible according to their law, especially since he got 
angry for the sake of Allah for being distracted by these horses 
until the time for prayer had lapsed. Then, since he dispensed 
with them for the sake of Allah, Allah compensated him with 
something better, the wind which blew gently by his order 
wherever he willed. Its morning lasted a month’s (journey), and 
its afternoon lasted a month’s (journey). This was faster and 
better than horses. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Qatadah and Abu Ad- 
Dahma’, who traveled a lot to the Ka‘bah, said, “We met a 
man from among the bedouins who said to us: The Messenger 
of Allah #8 took my hand and started teaching me some of 
that which Allah had taught him. He said, 


Cy WS Seg Je Gn Subst Vy Sus on ots GS Be Y Op 
«You do not give up anything for the sake of Allah, but Allah 
will give you something better than it.v”5| 


VER os iS JE SH Be dS SG ce ES aD 
mol 25 a IGG Bas 3 HS GY 
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434. And indeed, We tried Sulayman and We placed on his 
throne Jasad (a body), and he returned .> 


1) At-Tabari 21:195. 
2] At-Tabari 21:196. 
(31 Ahmad 5:78. 
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435. He said: ‘My Lord! Forgive me, and bestow upon me a 
kingdom such as shall not belong to any other after me. Verily, 
You are the Bestower.''> 

436. So, We subjected to him the wind; it blew gently by his 
order wherever he willed ,> 

437. And the Shayatin, from every kind of builder and diver, 
«38. And also others bound in fetters.> 

439. [Allah said to Sulayman]: This is Our gift, so spend you 
or withhold, no account will be asked of you."'> 


440. And verily, for him is a near access to Us, and a good 
(final) return .> 


How Allah tested Sulayman then made Things easy for 
Him 


Allah says, 
¢And indeed, We tried Sulayman> meaning, ‘We tested him.’ 
HES. eS | CLD 
4and We placed on his throne Jasad (a body)»."") 
48 > 
dand he returned.» means, after this test, he turned back to Him 


and asked for forgiveness and to be given a kingdom such as 
shall not belong to any other after him. 


sty, got, 74 7, we te ae GF °, oer off oe Ae 
40) DGS DY hE os et SS Sp 


¢He said: ‘My Lord! Forgive me, and bestow upon me a 
kingdom such as shall not belong to any other after me. Verily, 
You are the Bestower.""> 


(1) Allah does not explain exactly what this Jasad was which He placed 
on his throne. We believe that Allah tested him by placing this 
Jasad on his throne, even though we do not know what it was. 
Everything that has been said concerning it has been taken from 
the Isra’lliyat, and we do not know what is true. (Since the word 
means “corporeal” interpretations centered around some form of 
Jinn.) Allah knows best. 
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Some of them said, “No one after me will have the right to ask 
Allah for such a kingdom.” This is the apparent meaning from 
the context of the Ayah, and several Hadiths with a similar 
meaning have been narrated from the Messenger of Allah 2. 
In his Tafsir of this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the 
Prophet 3% said: 


sa gle gh) - WA tas Sf - Sch gle cls tay. G& Sp 
ded silo Se Be IM LST SI S35 a Giusy aye aa ea 
ata cle Sue Voi J S555 8s iy 17h, pyal Js 
55 5 EY AEE 5 bat Sd ci 
‘An ‘Ifrit from among the Jinn came and bothered me last 
night- or he said something similar -Trying to stop me from 
praying. Allah enabled me to overpower him, and I wanted to 
tie him to one of the pillars in the Masjid so that you could see 
him this morning. Then I remembered what my brother 
Sulayman said, ¢My Lord! Forgive me and bestow upon me a 
kingdom such as shall not belong to any other after me» 


Rawh said, “so he let him go, humiliated.” »!") This was also 
recorded by Muslim and An-Nasa’.'7] In his Sahih, Muslim 
recorded that Abu Ad-Darda’, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, “The Messenger of Allah # stood up to pray and we 
heard him say, 


city dt 3h 
uf seek refuge with Allah from you.» Then he said, 
emt al Stsih 


«I curse you with the curse of Allah.» three times, and he 
stretched out his hand as if he was reaching out to take 
something. When he finished his prayer, we said, ‘O 
Messenger of Allah, we heard you say something in your 
prayer which we have never heard you say before, and we 
saw you stretching out your hand.’ He x said: 


(I Fath Al-Bari 1:660. 
(2) Muslim 1 :384, An-Nasaiin Al-Kubra 6:443. 
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wt al SAP SE gts go Uh WU be Slay ce Ga] ail 558 Op 
Bi btte 4 Sak iy a8 Stake wel byes Vy) ay 24ST Sl 
Za) 
‘The enemy of Allah Iblis came with a flame of fire to throw in 
my face, so I said, "I seek refuge with Allah from you'’ three 
times, then I said, “I curse you with the complete curse of 
Allah," but he did not back off. I said it three times. Then I 
wanted to seize him. By Allah, if it were not for the words of 
our brother Sulayman, he would have been chained up and he 
would have become a plaything for the children of the people of 
Al-Madinah 0") 
Allah says: 


00 25 BoA ge IG 


<So, We subjected to him the wind; it blew gently by his order 
wherever he willed .> 


Al-Hasan Al-Basri, may Allah have mercy on him, said, “When 
Sulayman, peace be upon him, slaughtered the horses out of 
anger for the sake of Allah, Allah compensated him with 
something better and swifter, the wind whose morning was a 
month’s (journey), and its afternoon was a month’s 


(journey).”!7! 
€205 25 


¢4wherever he willed.» means, wherever in the world he wanted. 
4 ts EF GG 
4And also the Shayatin, from every kind of builder and diver,» 
means, among them were some whom he used to build high 
rooms, images, basins as large as reservoirs, and cauldrons 
fixed (in their places), and other difficult tasks which humans 
were unable to do. And there was another group, who dived 
into the sea recovering pearls, jewels and other precious things 


(1) Muslim 1:385. 
[21 at-Tabari 21 :201. 
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which cannot be found anywhere else. 
CEM 9 GE agp 


¢And also others bound in fetters.» means, tied up in chains. 
These were the ones who had rebelled and refused to work, or 
else their work was bad and they were wrongdoers. 


BO pee AS tee eee ee 
EBWoe BAT J Bi Ge dep 


€[Allah said to Sulayman): ‘This is Our Gift, so spend you or 
withhold, no account will be asked of you."'> 


means, ‘this that We have given to you of kingship and perfect 
power, as you asked for, you may give to whomsoever you 
wish and deny to whomsoever you wish, and you will not be 
brought to account. Whatever you do is permissible for you, so 
however you judge, it will be right.’ It was reported in the Two 
Sahihs that when the Messenger of Allah 3 was given the 
choice between being a servant and a Messenger - who does 
what he is commanded to do and distributes things among the 
people as Allah commands him to do - or being a Prophet and 
a king, who can give to whomever he wishes and withhold 
from whomever he wishes without being held accountable for 
anything, he chose the former. He consulted with Jibril, peace 
be upon him, who said, “Be humble.” So he chose the former 
because it has a greater value before Allah and brings a higher 
Status in the Hereafter, even though the second option, 
prophethood combined with kingship, is also a great thing 
both in this world and in the Hereafter, when Allah tells us 
what He gave to Sulayman, peace be upon him, in this world, 
He tells us that he will have a great share with Allah on the 
Day of Resurrection. He says: 


LE 35 H vee A > 


€And verily, for him is a near access to Us, and a good (final) 
return .> 


meaning, in this world and the Hereafter. 
« pieces ver BY 4 ty tee ‘e “tye ete et fo yl yy eA tee hte 
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im tA wg fre teou 42t ‘ 

Been tay “eS = ee Xs | hand a bundle of thin 
SVN REE ASAE grass and strike there- 
with (your wife), and 
break not your oath." 
Truly, We found him 
patient. How excellent a servant! Verily, he was ever oft-returning in 
repentance (to Us)!> 


“4-525 7 %Gr 


NAA GoM SBT S AB IYE 


Ayyub 

Here Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger Ayyab 
(Job) and how He tested him. These tests afflicted his body, 
his wealth and his children, until there was no part of his 
body that was healthy except his heart. Then he had nothing 
left in this world which he could use to help him deal with his 
sickness or the predicament he was in, besides his wife, who 
retained her devotion to him because of her faith in Allah and 
His Messenger. She used to work for people as a paid servant, 
and she fed and served him (Ayydb) for nearly eighteen years. 
Before that, he was very rich and had many children, being 
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well off in worldly terms. All of that had been taken away until 
he ended up being thrown into the city dump where he stayed 
all this time, shunned by relatives and strangers alike, with 
the exception of his wife - may Allah be pleased with her. She 
did not leave him, morning and evening, except for when she 
was serving people, then she would come straight back to him. 
When this had gone on for a long time, and things had gotten 
very bad, and the time allotted by divine decree had come to 
an end, Ayyab prayed to the Lord of the worlds, the God of 
the Messengers, and said: 

<Verily, distress has seized me, and You are the Most Merciful 

of all those who show mercy.> (21:83). 


And according to this Ayah: 
40S A et ge HA ow aA te Sip 

¢And remember Our servant Ayyiib, when he invoked his Lord 

(saying): “Verily, Shaytan has afflicted me with distress and 

torment!'"> 
It was said that “distress” referred to bodily afflictions and 
“torment” referred to the loss of his wealth and children. Then 
the Most Merciful of those who show mercy responded to him, 
telling him to stand up and strike the ground with his foot. He 
did this, and Allah caused a spring of water to flow. He 
commanded him to wash in it, and all the pain and affliction 
in his body disappeared. Then He commanded him to strike 
the ground in a different place, and Allah caused another 
spring to flow, and Ayyib was commanded to drink from it. 
Then all his internal problems disappeared, and he became 
healthy again, inside and out. Allah says: 


q26555 3h TE ts Ge, SED 
Strike the ground with your foot. This is (a spring of) water to 
wash in, cool and a (refreshing) drink .> 
Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Anas bin Malik, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah 2% said: 
wai Ee he ott oto CS poly dla ole OF at 33 Sp 


v8 
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‘Allah's Prophet Ayyiib, peace be upon him, suffered for 
eighteen years from his affliction and was shunned by relatives 
and strangers alike, besides two men who were the closest of his 
brothers to him. They used to visit him every morning and 
every evening. One of them said to his companion, ‘You know, 
by Allah, that Ayyiib committed a great sin which nobody in 
the world ever committed.’ His companion said, ‘'Why are you 
saying that?” He said, “For eighteen years he has been 
suffering and Allah has not had mercy on him and relieve his 
suffering .’' When he went to him the next morning, the 
(second) man could not wait to tell this to Ayyiib. Ayyitb, 
peace be upon him, said, ‘I do not know what you are talking 
about, but Allah knows if I passed by two men who were 
arguing and they mentioned the Name of Allah, I would go 
back home and offer expiation lest they had mentioned the Name 
of Allah in an improper manner." Whenever he went out to 
answer the call of nature, when he finished, his wife would take 
his hand until he came back home. One day he took a long 
time, and Allah had revealed to Ayyitb, €Strike the ground 
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with your foot. This is (a spring of) water to wash in, cool and 
a (refreshing) drink.» She thought that he had taken too long, 
so she turned to look at him, and saw that Allah had taken 
away the afflictions he had been suffering, and he looked better 
than he had ever looked. When she saw him, she said, ‘May 
Allah bless you! Have you seen Allah's Prophet, the one who is 
sorely tested? By Allah, I have never seen a man who looks 
more like him than you, if he were healthy.” He said, “I am 
he." He had two threshing floors," one for wheat and one for 
barley. Allah sent two clouds, and when one of them reached 
the threshing floor of the wheat, it rained gold until it was full. 
The other rained gold on the threshing floor of the barley until 
it was full.» This is the wording of Ibn Jarir, may Allah 
have mercy on him.!?! 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah 3% said: 


ian ale Of qasd Sib be Sie ale HS uy Ls Se 
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‘While Ayyib was bathing naked, locusts of gold fell upon 
him. Ayyib, peace be upon him, began gathering them in his 
garment. Then his Lord called to him, “‘O Ayyitb, have I not 
made you so rich that you have no need of what you see?" He, 
peace be upon him, said, ‘Yes, O Lord! But I cannot do 
without Your blessing!"'» 


This was only recorded by Al-Bukhari.'*! 
CB SY APS 653 ES pee allay dal ol ES 


And We gave him (back) his family, and aa with them the 
like thereof, as a mercy from Us, and a reminder for those who 
understand .> 


Al-Hasan and Qatadah said, “Allah brought his family 


aad 


"! An area where the husks are removed from grains. 

I2} At-Tabari 21 :211. Similar was recorded by Al-Hakim no. 4115, and 
others. 

31 Al-Bukhari no. 279, 3391, 7493. 
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themselves back to life, and added others like them.”!"! 
465 


¢as a mercy from Us,» means, in return for his patience, 
steadfastness, repentance, humility and constant turning to 
Allah. 

¢and a reminder for those who understand .> 


means, for those who understand that the consequence of 
patience is a solution and a way out. 


423 Ff ob Ge 46 ity> 


¢And take in your hand a bundle of thin grass and strike 
therewith (your wife), and break not your oath.» 


Ayyub, peace be upon him, got angry with his wife and was 
upset about something she had done, so he swore an oath 
that if Allah healed him, he would strike her with one hundred 
blows. When Allah healed him, how could her service, mercy, 
compassion and kindness be repaid with a beating? So Allah 
showed him a way out, which was to take a bundle of thin 
grass, with one hundred stems, and hit her with it once. Thus 
he fulfilled his oath and avoided breaking his vow. This was 
the solution and way out for one who had Taqwa of Allah and 
turned to Him in repentance. Allah says: 


421) 4G sei a we Sing Gp 
Truly, We found him patient. How excellent a_ servant! 
Verily, he was ever oft-returning in repentance (to Us)!» 

Allah praised and commanded him, saying, 
4S if 525) ae woe 
¢How excellent a servant! Verily, he was ever oft-returning in 
repentance (to Us)! 
Allah says: 

284 te ne eee re GY rer 2 0 Sher Gyre 
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(1) At-Tabari 21:212. 
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€And whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make a way for 
him to get out (from every difficulty). And He will provide him 
from (sources) he never could imagine. And whosoever puts his 
trust in Allah, then He will suffice him. Verily, Allah will 
accomplish his purpose. Indeed Allah has set a measure for all 
things.» (65:2-3) 

Shes 195 ALE BONG GN al as Sey pai ee Gp 
BJS NG 5acy SG GEN GUL 35 ee oy BUI 
€45. And remember Our servants, Ibrahim, Ishag, and Ya‘gqib, 
Ulil-Aydi wal-Absar .> 

446. Verily, We did choose them by granting them the 
remembrance of the Abode.» 

447. And they are with Us, verily, of the chosen and the best! 


448. And remember Ismd‘il, Al-Yasa', and Dhul-Kifl, all are 
among the best.> 


449. This is a Reminder...> 


The Chosen and the Best among the Prophets 


Allah tells us about the virtues of His servants the Messengers 
and His Prophets: 


Aer ae wee 
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¢And remember Our servants, Ibrahim, Ishaq, and Ya‘qib, 
Ulil-Aydi wal-Absar .> 


meaning, righteous deeds, beneficial knowledge, strength in 
worship and insight. ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 


45551 gilp 
<Ulil-Aydi> “Of great strength and worship; 
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¢wal-Absar> means, understanding of the religion.”"! Qatadah 
and As-Suddi said, “They were given strength in worship and 
understanding of the religion.” 


420i Soe 5 Aad GD 


<Verily, We did choose them by granting them the 
remembrance of the Abode.> 


Mujahid said, “This means: We made them strive for the 
Hereafter, and there is nothing else for them besides that.’!*! 
As-Suddi also said, “The remembrance of the Hereafter and 
striving for it."5] Malik bin Dinar said, “Allah removed the love 
of this world from their hearts, and singled them out for land 
remembrance of the Hereafter.” Qatadah said, “They used to 
remind the people about the Abode of the Hereafter and to 
strive for it.”4 


<2: JONI GAS Bd tite oai5> 


¢And they are with Us, verily, of the chosen and the best!» 


means, they are among those who have been elected and 
chosen, and they are the best and the chosen ones. 


GS Hs YI CG Jay Sp 


€And remember Isma‘il, Al-Yasa‘', and Dhul-Kifl, all are 
among the best .> 


We have already discussed their characteristics and stories in 
detail in Strat Al-Anbiya’, may peace be upon them, and there 
is no need to repeat it here. 


€55 ip 
<This is a Reminder> means, a reminder to those who will be 
reminded. As-Suddi said, “This means the Holy Qur’an.”5 
(EG GR GN AE 9 ok ye SN Sat 


pyel aes G Ge “ar fii sys lind pies iS jie My 
Ul At-Tabari 21:215. 
(2) At-Tabari 21:218. 
(3! at-Tabari 21:218. 
(4 At-Tabari 21:217. 
ISI At-Tabari 2:220. 
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449. And verily, for those who have Taqwa is a good final 
return .> 
€50. ‘Adn Paradise, whose doors will be opened for them.> 


451. Therein they will recline; therein they will call for fruits 
in abundance and drinks ;> 


€52. And beside them will be Qéasirat-at-Tarf, (and) of equal 
ages .> 

453. This it is what you are promised for the Day of 
Reckoning!> 

454. (It will be said to them)! Verily, this is Our provision 
which will never finish.> 


The Final Return of the Blessed 
Allah tells us that His blessed, believing servants will have a 
good final return in the Hereafter, which means their ultimate 
destination. Then He explains it further, as He says: 

<‘Adn Gardens> meaning, eternal gardens (of Paradise), 

Cif City 

whose doors will be opened for them.» means, when they come to 
them (these gardens), their gates will open for them. 


dt SE 
Therein they will recline ;> It was said that this means that they 
will sit cross-legged on chairs beneath canopies. 


oper 


‘  <therein they will call for fruits in abundance> 


means, whatever they ask for, they will find it, and it will be 
prepared just as they wanted it. 


45> 


¢and drinks;> means, whatever kind of drink they want, the 
servants will bring it to them, 


at 


Stirah 38. Sad (49 - 54) (Part-23) 343 
4 Syet oo SMG SUD 
qWith cups, and jugs, and a glass of flowing wine.> (56:18). 
dil ised fies) 
¢And beside them will be Qasirit-at-Tarf (chaste females)» 


means, they restrain their glances from anyone except their 
husbands, and do not turn to anyone else. 


€eil> 


<(and) of equal ages.» means, they will all be of the same age. 
This is the understanding of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, Mujahid, Said bin Jubayr, Muhammad bin Ka‘b and 
As-Suddi.!! , 
4 
cd 3s te$ vp 
This it is what you are promised for the Day of Reckoning!> 


means, ‘this that We have mentioned of the features of Paradise 
is what He has prepared for His pious servants who will reach it 
after they have been resurrected from their graves and been 
saved from the Fire.’ Then Allah tells us that Paradise will never 
come to an end or disappear or cease to be. He says: 


4156 » AC ¥ 335 is A> 


<Verily, this is Our provision which will never finish.} This is like 
the Ayat. 
50 B Sue 5 TS See op 


¢Whatever is with you, will be exhausted, and whatever is with 
Allah will remain} (16:96). 


425) pad Te They 
<a gift without an end.> (11:108) 
4:9 ptt Ze AN I> 
¢for oe is a reward that will never come to an end.> (84:25). 
fe) 50 ost 1 3525 | i OM 5 oe ab Ws 2 yan yizi> 


( At-Tabari 21:223. 
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455. This is so! And for the Taghin will be an evil final 
return .> 


456. Hell! Where they will enter it, and worst (indeed) is that 
place to rest!> 


<57. This is so! Then let them taste it - Hamim and Ghassaq.> 
458. And other of similar kind - all together!> 


459. This is a troop entering with you (in Hell), no welcome 
for them! Verily, they shall enter in the Fire!> 


€60. (The followers will say to those who misled): ‘Nay, you 
(too)! No welcome for you! It is you who brought this upon us, 
so evil is this place to stay in!’’> 
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461. They will say: ‘Our Lord! Whoever brought this upon 
us, add to him a double torment in the Fire!"'> 


€62. And they will say: “What is the matter with us that we 
see not men whom we used to count among the bad ones?"'> 
463. “Did we take them as an object of mockery, or have (our) 
eyes failed to perceive them?''> 


464. Verily, that is the very truth - the mutual dispute of the 
people of the Fire!» 


The Final Return of the Doomed 


Having mentioned the final of the blessed, Allah follows that 
with mention of the final return of the doomed when they are 
resurrected and brought to account. Allah says: 


ict yy ap 


<This is so! And for the Taghin>, which refers to those who 
disobey Allah, may He be glorified, and oppose the Messengers 
of Allah, peace be upon them, 


<will be an evil final return.» means, the worst final return. Then 
Allah explains it by saying, 


Rise RED 
¢Hell! Where they will enter> means, they will enter it and it will 
overwhelm them on all sides. 
43055 1s Bui ts RA sp 
¢and worst (indeed) is that place to rest! This is so! Then let 
them taste it - Hamim and Ghassaq.> 


Hamim is something that has been heated to the ultimate 
degree, and Ghassdq is the opposite, something that is so 
intensely cold that it is unbearable. 

Allah says: 


CRE BS on SEngd 


¢And other of similar kind (oppasite pairs) - all together!> means, 
and other things of this kind, a thing and its opposite, serving 
as punishments. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, concerning the Ayah: 
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And other of similar kind - all together!» “Different kinds of 
punishments.”!! Others said, such as intense cold and intense 
heat, and drinking Hamim and eating the bitter tree of Az- 
Zaqqum, and being lifted up and thrown down, and other kinds 
of paired opposites, all of which are means of punishment. 


The Disputes of the People of Hell 
410 Gi ie gat Sto cs eee Ss 
<This is a troop entering with you (in Hell), no welcome for 


them! Verily, they shall enter in the Fire!l> 


Here Allah tells us what the people of Hell will say to one 
another. This is like the Ayah: 


Gat ei ois > 


<Every time a new nation enters, it curses its sister nation 
(that went before)> (7:38), 


which means, instead of greeting one another, they will curse 
one another, accuse one another of being liars and reject one 
another. When a new group arrives, the keepers of Hell will 
say, 


pw te 


4,8 He ee ae Si fall Gp a 
<This is a troop entering with you (in Hell), no welcome for 
them! Verily, they shall enter in the Fire!> 
meaning, because they are of the people of Hell. 
4K too AN Lap 
¢Nay, you (too)! No welcome for you!» means, those who are 
coming in will say, 
dyes AKAD 


<Nay, you (too)! No welcome for you! It is you who brought 
this upon us,> 


meaning, ‘you called us to that which led us to this fate.’ 


I! At-Tabari 21:230. 
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255i Sd 


¢so evil is this place to stay in!> means, evil is this abode and this 
destination. 


420 ASN =6 ky 02 58 HS GP ep 
<They will say: “Our Lord! Whoever brought this upon us, 
add to him a double torment in the Fire!"'>. 


This is like the Ayah, 
fis Ki 5G 6 ee Hie Ce Gal Se GS IN xh chap 
<The last of them will say to the first of them: “Our Lord! 
These misled us, so give them a double torment of the Fire."’ He 


will say: ‘‘For each one there is double (torment), but you know 
not.""> (7:38), 


which means that each of them will be punished as he 
deserves. 
eee SOG ACA. Ske UE SA MG Se ie 
<2) 2G8i 
¢And they will say: ‘What is the matter with us that we see 
not men whom we used to count among the bad ones? Did we 
take them as an object of mockery, or have (our) eyes failed to 
perceive them?"'> 


Here Allah tells us that when they are in Hell, the disbelievers 
will notice that they do not see people who they thought were 
misguided, while they thought of themselves as believers. They 
will say, ‘why do we not see them with us in the Fire?’ Mujahid 
said, “This is what Abu Jahl will say; he will say, ‘what is the 
matter with me that I do not see Bilal and ‘Ammar and Suhayb 
and so-and-so...?4") This is an example; all the disbelievers are 
like this, they think that the believers will go to Hell, so when the 
disbelievers enter Hell, they will wonder why they do not see 
them there, and they will say, 


ay Shee oy ve 


tide Oil LOG AG ig BID 


UY At-Tabari 21 :232. 
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qWhat is the matter with us that we see not men whom we 
used to count among the bad ones? Did we take them as an 
object of mockery,> 
means, in this world, 
4558 ote 55 A 
¢or have (our) eyes failed to perceive them?> 
means, they will try to console themselves with this wishful 
thinking, so they will say, perhaps they are here in Hell with 
us, but we have not laid eyes on them. Then they will find out 
that they (the believers) are in the lofty levels of Paradise, as 
Allah says: 
Gs 585 ese Aas I aS a BS Ot CO AT cl cp 
Caw | AS vs Se sth He 
<And the dwellers of Paradise will call out to the dwellers of the 
Fire (saying): ‘We have indeed found true what our Lord had 
promised us; have you also found true what your Lord 
promised (warned)?" They shall say: ‘Yes.’ Then a crier will 


proclaim between them: “The curse of Allah is on the 
wrongdoers."’> until: 


412 YG Ke SEY Ea isp 


<Enter Paradise, no fear shall be on you, nor shall you grieve .> 
(7:44-49) 


435.01 SE A as Ap 
<Verily, that is the very truth - the mutual dispute of the 
people of the Fire!> 
means, ‘this that We have told you, O Muhammad, about the 
dispute among the people of Hell and their cursing one 
another, is true and there is no doubt concerning it.’ 


5B EG OG ogc So Bal LH TYAS w Be hy BD 
{AG boa Go Waet 2D Ghee GAS Das 

(Os BUG YG yo We 
465. Say: “Iam only a warner and there is no God (worthy of 
worship) except Allah the One, the Irresistible,""> 


Stirah 38. Sad (65 - 70) (Part-23) 349 


466. “The Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that is 
between them, the Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving."’> 


€67. Say: “That is a great news,""> 
€68. “From which you turn away!"'> 


469. “I had no knowledge of the chiefs (angels) on high when 
they were disputing and discussing."'> 


€70. “Only this has been revealed to me, that 1 am a plain 
warner ."'> 


The Message of the Messenger 3% is a Great News 


Allah tells His Messenger #% to say to those who disbelieved in 
Allah, associated others in worship with Him and denied His 
Messenger: IT am a warner, I am not as you claim.’ 


Ci LH BY ASD 
qand there is no God (worthy of worship) except Allah, the 
One, the Irresistible,> 
means, He Alone has subjugated and controlled everything. 
45a 5 i peat > 


<The Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that is between 
them ,> 


means, He is the Sovereign of all that and is in control of it. 
55H bail 


<the Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving.» means, He is Oft-Forgiving as 
well as being Almighty and All-Powerful. 


4855 fe i > > 
<Say: “That (this Qur'an) is a great news,"'> 


means, ‘something very important, which is that Allah has 
sent me to you. 


(Sees BD 
¢From which you turn away! means, ‘you neglect it.’ 
Cie 4 I Uh & & a SF o> 
<I had no knowledge of the chiefs (angels) on high when they were 
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71. (Remember) when your Lord said to the angels: “Truly, I 
y 8 y 
am going to create man from clay.'’> 


€72. ‘So, when I have fashioned him and breathed into him 
(his) soul created by Me, then you fall down prostrate to 
him."> 
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€73. So, the angels prostrated themselves, all of them,> 

€74. Except Iblis, he was proud and was one of the 
disbelievers .> 

€75. (Allah) said: "'O Iblis! What prevents you from 
prostrating yourself to one whom I have created with Both My 
Hands. Are you too proud or are you one of the high 
exalted?''> 

€76. [Iblis] said: ‘I am better than he. You created me from 
fire, and You created him from clay.’’> 

€77. (Allah) said: ‘Then get out from here; for verily, you are 
outcast .'"> 

478. “And verily, My curse is on you till the Day of 
Recompense.'"> 

€79. [Iblis] said: ‘‘My Lord! Give me then respite till the Day 
the (dead) are resurrected." 

€80. (Allah) said: ‘Verily, you are of those allowed respite,"'> 
€81. “Till the Day of the time appointed.'"> 

€82. [Iblis] said: “By Your might, then I will surely mislead 
them all,’’> 


483. “Except Your true servants amongst them .''> 
484. (Allah) said: ‘The truth is - the truth I say - "> 


€85. “That I will fill Hell with you and those of them 
(mankind) that follow you, together.’"> 


The Story of Adam and Iblis 


Allah mentions this story in Strat Al-Baqarah, at the 
beginning of Surat Al-A‘rdf, in Strat Al-Hijr, Al-Isra’, Al-Kahf 
and here. Before creating Adam, peace be upon him, Allah told 
the angels that He was going to create a human being from 
sounding clay of altered smooth black mud. He told them that 
when He finished creating and forming him, they were to 
prostrate to him as a sign of honor and respect, and out of 
obedience to the command of Allah, may He be exalted. All of 
the angels obeyed this command except for Iblis, who was not 
one of them. He was one of the Jinn, and his nature betrayed 
him at his time of greatest need. He refused to prostrate to 
Adam, and he disputed with his Lord about him, claiming that 


“ee 
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he was better than Adam, because he was created from fire 
while Adam was created from clay, and fire was better than 
clay, or so he said. He made a mistake by doing this, and he 
went against the command of Allah, thus committing the sin 
of disbelief. So Allah exiled him, humiliated him, and cast him 
out of His mercy and His sacred Presence, and called him 
“Iblis” symbolizing that he had Ablasa min Ar-Rahmah 
(despaired of mercy) - that there was no hope for him of 
mercy. He cast him down from the heavens, disgraced and 
rejected, to the earth. Iblis asked Allah to give him a reprieve 
until the Day of Resurrection, so the Forbearing One, Who 
does not hasten to punish those who disobey Him, gave him a 
reprieve. When he knew that he was safe from. destruction 
until the Day of Resurrection, he rebelled and transgressed. 


CihacAl fb Hite Nh Dati RA a3 
[Iblis] said: ‘By Your might, then I will surely mislead them 
all, except Your true servants amongst them ."’> 
This is like the Aydt: 
Wy oh Key eal 5 Sa & oe ol i SND 
«HU 
€{Iblis] said: ‘See this one whom You have honored above me, 
if You give me respite until the Day of Resurrection, I will 
surely seize and mislead his offspring all but a few!’’> (17:62). 
These few are the ones who are excepted in another Ayah, 
which is: 
Verily, My servants - you have no authority over them. And 
All-Sufficient is your Lord as a Guardian .> (17:65) 


€(Allah) said: ‘The truth is - and the truth I say that I will fill 
Hell with you and those of them (mankind) that follow you, 
together.""> 


Some of them, including Mujahid, read this as meaning, “I am 
the Truth and the truth I say.” According to another report 
narrated from Mujahid, it means, “The truth is from Me and I[ 
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speak the truth.”"! Others, such as As-Suddi, interpreted it as 
being an oath sworn by Allah.'?! This Ayah is like the Ayat. 


4. neal ll eli ye age OS ro dal & ISG> 


<but the Word from Me took effect, that I will fill Hell with 
Jinn and mankind together.> (32:13), and 


46B 08S OE SS SS Sh QL AG a Ct SG 
€(Allah) said: ‘‘Go, and whosoever of them follows you, surely, 
Hell will be the recompense of you (all) - an ample 
recompense.» (17:63). 


reread Me ees 
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486. Say: ‘‘No wage do I ask of you for this, nor am I one of 
the Mutakallifin .""> 


€87. ‘It is only a Reminder for all the creatures."' 


€88. “And you shall certainly know the truth of it after a 
while ."> 


Allah says: ‘Say, O Muhammad, to these idolators: I do not 
ask you to give me any reward from the goods of this world in 
return for the Message which I convey to you and the sincere 
advice I offer.’ 


4k 5 FD 
qnor am I one of the Mutakallifin.» means, ‘and I do not add 
anything to that which Allah has told me. Whatever I am 
commanded to do, I do it, and I do not add anything or take 
anything away. By doing this I am seeking the Face of Allah 
and the Hereafter.’ 

Sufyan Ath-Thawri, narrated from Al-A‘mash and Manstr 
from Abu Ad-Duha that Masraq said, “We went to ‘Abdullah 
bin Mas‘tid, may Allah be pleased with him. He said, ‘O 
people! Whoever knows a thing should say it, and whoever 
does not know should say, ‘Allah knows best.’ vf3} It is part of 


1) At-Tabari 21 :242. 
(2) At-Tabari 21:242. 
{3} al-Qutubi 15 :230. 
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knowledge, when one does not know, to say “Allah knows 
best.” For Allah said to your Prophet 3%: 


CSR SUG Ab & KEE sp 
<Say: “No wage do I ask of you for this, nor am I one of the 
Mutakallifin .""> 
This was reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim.!"] 
Cindi F255 Vy 3B yd 
It is only a Reminder for all the creatures.> 


means, the Qur’An is a reminder for all those who are held 
accountable, men and Jinn. This was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him. This Ayah is like the Aydt: 


that I may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reach> 
(6:19), and 
Erhey SAG INT Se aay BE 5 
<but those of the sects that reject it, the Fire will be their 
promised meeting place> (11:17). 
415 SLs> 

¢And you shall certainly know the truth of it» means, ‘you will see 
confirmation that what he says is true.’ 


dye Led 


dafter a while.» means, soon. Qataddah said, “After death. 
Tkrimah said, “It means, on the Day of Resurrection.” There is 
no contradiction between the two views, because whoever dies 
comes under the rulings of the Day of Resurrection. 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Sdd. All praise and 
gratitude is due to Allah, and Allah may He be glorified and 
exalted, knows best. 


0) Fath Al-Bari 8:409, Muslim 2:2155. 
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The Tafsir of Strat Az-Zumar 
(Chapter - 39) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 


The Virtues of Sdrat Az-Zumar 


An-Nasa’i recorded that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with 
her, said, “The Messenger of Allah # used to fast until we 
would say, ‘He does not want to break fast,’ and he would not 
fast until we would say, ‘He does not want to fast.’ And he 
used to recite Bani Isrd’il [Al-Isra and Az-Zumar every 


night.” 
os) Sl Bl os 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful . 
i eb lh ted Ay Wi OST all al & SST Lip 
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<1. The revelation of this Book is from Allah, the Almighty, the 
All-Wise .> 
<2. Verily, We have sent down the Book to you in truth. So, 
worship Allah by doing religious deeds sincerely for Him only.> 
<3. Surely, the religion is for Allah only. And those who take 
protectors besides Him (say): ‘‘We worship them only that they 
may bring us near to Allah.” Verily, Allah will judge between 


them concerning that wherein they differ. Truly, Allah guides 
not him who is a liar, and a disbeliever.> 


44. Had Allah willed to take a son, He could have chosen 


wana) 
ne 


(1 Ahmad no. 25664, An-Nasaiin Al-Kubra 6:444. 
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whom He willed out of those whom He created. But glory be to 
Him! He is Allah, the One, the Irresistible.> 


The Order for Tawhid and the Refutation of Shirk 


Allah tells us that the revelation of this Book, which is the 
magnificent Qur’an, is from Him, and is truth in which there 
is no doubt whatsoever. This is like the Ayat 
Mei Se OS AEE SAT a 4 Gomes o 3d App 
€ient BF oth 


€And truly, this is a revelation from the Lord of the creatures, 
which the trustworthy Rith (Jibril) has brought down upon your 
heart that you may be (one) of the warners, in the plain Arabic 
language .> (26:192-195) 


€And verily, it is a mighty Book. Falsehood cannot come to it 
from before it or behind it, (it is) sent down by the All-Wise, 
Worthy of all praise.> (40: 41,42) 


And Allah says here: 
tie al & 3ST Sat 
<The revelation of this Book is from Allah, the Almighty,> 
meaning, the Almighty, All-Powerful. 


4Sil> 


<the All-Wise.> meaning, in all that He says, does, legislates 
and decrees. 
CHa 48 af eo A teal a5 WH OD 
<Verily, We have sent down the Book to you in truth. So, 
worship Allah by doing religious deeds sincerely for Him only.> 
means, so worship Allah Alone with no partner or associate, 
and call mankind to that, and teach them that it is not right 


to worship anyone or anything except Him Alone, and He has 
no partner, equal or rival. Allah says: 


silt Lat 4 SI 
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<Surely, the religion is for Allah only.» meaning, He will not 
accept any deed unless it is done purely and sincerely for Him 
Alone, with no partner or associate. Then Allah tells us that the 
idolators say: 


tc iS BY pe 


4 


«We worship them only that they may bring us near to Allah.> 


meaning what motivates them to worship them is the fact that 
they made their idols in the image of the angels - or so they 
claim - and when they worship those images it is like 
worshipping the angels, so that they will intercede with Allah 
for them to help and give them provision and other worldly 
needs. As far as the resurrection is concerned, they denied it 
and did not believe in it. Qatadah, As-Suddi and Malik said, 
narrating from Zayd bin Aslam and Ibn Zayd: 


445 il Jy Bs I> 
<only that they may bring us near to Allah.> 


means, “So that they may intercede for us and bring us closer 
to Him.” During Jahiliyyah, they used to recite the following 
for their Talbiyah when they performed Hajj; “At Your service, 
You have no partner except the partner You have; he and all 
that he owns belong to You.” This pretentious argument which 
the idolators of all times, ancient end modern, used as 
evidence is what the Messengers, may the blessings and peace 
of Allah be upon them all, came to refute and forbid, and to 
call people to worship Allah Alone with no partner or 
associate. This is something that the idolators themselves 
invented; Allah did not give them permission for it, nor does 
He approve of it; indeed, He hates it and forbids it. 


ae aa ote oe + Bpest rd a aw) ore oan, 
opal ate at bet AAG el jee 4 CE) oa 


¢And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger 

(proclaiming) : ‘Worship Allah, and avoid Taghitt.""> (16:36) 
SwnUSINAM A BAe Aina 

¢And We did not send any Messenger before you but We 


Ul At-Tabari 21:251, 252. 
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revealed to him (saying): ‘None has the right to be worshipped 
but I (Allah), so worship Me."'> (21:25) 


And Allah tells us that the angels in the heavens, those who 
are close to Him and others, are all servants who submit 
humbly to Allah. They do not intercede with Him except by His 
leave for the one with whom He is pleased. They are not like 
the princes and ministers of their (the idolators) kings who 
intercede with them without their permission for both those 
whom the kings like and those whom they hate. 


ESCM 5 5 Sep 
€So put not forward similitudes for Allah> (16:74). Exalted be Allah 
far above that. 


tes Ka stp 


<Verily, Allah will judge between then» means, on the Day of 
Resurrection, 


4h 405 GSU ad 
«concerning that wherein they differ .> 
means, He will judge between His creation on the Day of 
Resurrection and will reward or punish each person according 
to his deeds. 


CSE og BEA Oo sts BE I ted 0 CY 
¢And (remember) the Day when He will gather them all 
together, then He will say to the angels: ‘Was it you that these 
people used to worship?" They (the angels) will say: ‘Glorified 
be You! You are our Wali (Lord) instead of them. Nay, but 
they used to worship the Jinn; most of them were believers in 
them." (34:40-41) 


Chae Sa fH sxe TID 
€Truly, Allah guides not him who is a liar, and a disbeliever.> 


means, He will not show true guidance to one who deliberately 
tells lies about Allah and whose heart rejects the signs and 
proof of Allah. Then Allah states that He does not have any 
offspring, as the ignorant idolators claim the angels to be, and 


Stirah 39. Az-Zumar (1 - 4) (Part-23 359 
seb £04 SDENSNNEA as the stubborn Jews 


pone eae, bar <?_-*¢<7- jland Christians claim 
oss Gasp dae eS unos Uzayr and ‘sa to be. 


oS Saiz Sil N88 NTS Allah, may He be 


<aK ot ag wets blessed and exalted, 
Ais Sy ch belie | cays: 


pai Qsss pias Gas laa » 
655 6 LE AB ee be abs 


AN tan, 


59 82319 2359 ¢Had Allah willed to 
aperece! esac arrest Ly “<i 25 


take a son (or offspring), 
es Pat tie ee He could have chosen 
J eaten, les poy 2315 B whom He willed out of 


S aere beg TACK Siti those whom He 
Frail | 
Bit 155 15 ad WyFoy Eki Aan created .> 


eter ia -% 3 


PAGEL RES 5s. conh sl meaning, the matter 


eyes oe Cc aches would not have been 
SEATS a sialon E598 oo” AG ul as they claim. This is 
oil ita ween eR Ne Seat ate a conditional sentence 
Ps seen t sees which does not imply 
IVS eae that this happened or 
(2e5 a that it is permitted; 
“tise Giecs insta Shai indeed, it is 
ofa Splige iN a ae impossible. The aim is 
only to point out the 
ignorance of their claims. It is like the Ayat: 


<i ined Cee of (pe RO (A 5a 3 6 SY 


<Had We intended to take a pastime, We could surely have 
taken it from Us, if We were going to do (that).> (21:17) 
40 Gaal GEG ye oF oy BP 
<Say: “If the Most Gracious had a son, then I am the first of 
worshippers.'’» (43:81)!!! 
All of these Aydt are conditional, and it is permissible to form 
a conditional sentence referring to something that is 


(1) Tt is necessary to see the explanation of this Ayah to understand its 
meaning. 
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impossible if it serves the purposes of the speaker. 
CGE Lash at A kay 
<But glory be to Him! He is Allah, the One, the Irresistible.» 


means, exalted and sanctified be He above the idea that He 
could have any offspring, for He is the One, the Only, the 
Unique, the Self-Sufficient Master to Whom everything is 
enslaved and is in need of. He is the One Who is independent 
of all else, Who has subjugated all things and they submit 
humbly to Him. Blessed and exalted be He far above what the 
wrongdoers and deniers say. 


NS Sa 55 A A 5S A BG eget itp 
Sa CDN Sot G8 ON ge Jee Taal Set $805 
ool Gg SAE Sil SN SOS Gas oe Sts OE 
Se SV A 5 55s tS Scot a gk peel 


és 


45. He has created the heavens and the earth with truth. He 
makes the night to go in the day and makes the day to go in the 
night. And He has subjected the sun and the moon. Each 
running for an appointed term. Verily, He is the Almighty, the 
Oft-Forgiving .> 

<6. He created you (all) from a single person; then made from 
him his wife. And He has sent down for you of An‘im eight 
pairs. He creates you in the wombs of your mothers, creation 
after creation in three veils of darkness. Such is Allah your 
Lord. His is the kingdom. La ilaha illa Huwa. How then are 
you turned away?> 


Evidence of the Power and Oneness of Allah 


Allah tells us that He is the Creator of what is in the heavens 
and on earth, and what is between them. He is the Sovereign 
and Controller alternating the night and day. 


€ 3M 6 SGM 5K 5 AI AS 54> 


¢He makes the night to go in the day and makes the day to go 
in the night.> 
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means, He has subjugated them and He causes them to 
alternate without ceasing, each seeking the other rapidly, as 
He says: 
se AUS Sat AT > 
¢He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it 
rapidly (7:54). 
This is the meaning of that which was narrated from Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Qatadah, As- 
Suddi and others.!"! 


Pras 


¢And He has subjected the sun and the moon. Each running 
for an appointed term.> 


means, for a period of time that is known to Allah, then it will 
come to an end on the Day of Resurrection. 
55 Ai 5h itp 
«Verily, He is the Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving.> 
means, beside His might, greatness and pride, He is Oft- 


Forgiving to those who disobey Him but then turn to Him in 
repentance. 


¢He created you (all) from a single person ;>, 
means, He created you, with all your varied races, types, 
languages and colors, from a single soul, who was Adam, 
peace be upon him. 
¢then made from him his wife.> who was Hawwa’, peace be upon 
her. This is like the Ayah: 


oe eee See wee te cage ee OF lw REte he bee p48 Ze dhe 
OS Ney Oe Hy eS ES HS 55 Es SE At 5G OSI pi Ged 
€ 


eo, 
453 
@ 


<€O mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord, Who created you from 
a single person, and from him He created his wife, and from 


(1) al-Ourtubi 15 :235. 
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them both He created many men and women} (4:1). 
4635) GS SN & SS UG 
¢And He has sent down for you of cattle eight pairs.> 
means, He has created for you from among the cattles,!"! eight 
pairs. These are the ones that are mentioned in Surat Al- 


An‘am, eight kinds — a pair of sheep, a pair of goats, a pair of 
camels and a pair of oxen. 


45244 ptt g Kiley 
<He creates you in the wombs of your mothers,> 
means, He forms you in your mothers’ wombs. 
creation after creation». Everyone of you is originally a Nutfah, 
then he becomes an ‘Alagah, then he becomes a Mudghah,|?! 
then he is created and becomes flesh and bones and nerves 


and veins, and the Rih (soul) is breathed into him, and he 
becomes another type of creation. 


deni So St Sp 
¢So Blessed is Allah, the Best of creators} (23:14). 
8 5 clb op 


in three veils of darkness? means, in the darkness of the womb, 
the darkness of the placenta which blankets and protects the 
child, and the darkness of the belly. This was the view of Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Tkrimah, Abu 
Malik, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd.!*! 


«jb I SD 


<€Such is Allah your Lord.» means, the One Who created the 


MI Although the word An‘dm is usually translated as cattle the 
meaning is broader and includes all kinds of similar grazing 
livestock such as sheep, goats and camels. See volume three, the 
Tafsir of Sirat Al-An‘am [6 :142]. 

2] For an understanding of these terms, see volume seven, the Tafsir 
of Surat Al-Mu’minin [23 :12-14]. 

3] At-Tabari 21:258, 259. Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 7 :236. 
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n 
heavens and the earth and everything in between, and created 
you and your forefathers, is the Lord. To Him belong 
sovereignty and control over all of that. 


qa ii ay > 


€La@ ilaha illa Huwa.> means, no one else should be worshipped 
except Him alone with no partner or associate. 


dps Sty 
¢How then are you turned away?) means, how can you worship 
anything besides Him? What has happened to your minds? 


eee KE oy AN ntl HG Ke Bai oe a> 


i, De Ai bcs pls AS es pee XS SS f isl iy dy Shy 
Seu “hi as pyar Ae i € ail Cas a) ts % Sayi +, 5 asked 


ye UU UK 5 § as of del OF S 55 SS & ot eX 


465 OF cel 
<7. If you disbelieve, then verily, Allah is not in need of you; 
He likes not disbelief for His servants. And if you are grateful, 
He is pleased therewith for you. No bearer of burdens shall bear 
the burden of another. Then to your Lord is your return, and 
He will inform you what you used to do. Verily, He is the All- 
Knower of that which is in breasts .> 


€8. And when some hurt touches man, he cries to his Lord, 
turning to Him in repentance. But when He bestows a favor 
upon him from Himself, he forgets that for which he cried for 
before, and he sets up rivals to Allah, in order to mislead others 
from His path. Say: ‘Take pleasure in your disbelief for a 
while, surely, you are (one) of the dwellers of the Fire!"'> 


. 


Allah hates Disbelief and is pleased with Gratitude 


Allah tells us that He is Independent and has no need of 
anything in creation. This is like the Ayah in which Musa, 
peace be upon him, says: 
435 Bure 43 a al cath are PN 3 cae MW .<4 a> 
<"'If you disbelieve, you and all on earth eae then verily, 
Allah is Rich, Owner of all praise.’'> (14:8). 
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In Sahih Muslim, it says: 
JB sil ee Ss kG es BET we © 
«"O My servants, if the first and the last of you, men and Jinn 


alike, were all to be as evil as the most evil man among you, 
that would not diminish from My sovereignty in the least.”’»''! 


He likes not disbelief for His servants.» means, He does not like it 
and He does not enjoin it. 


Xi 255 KE op 
And if you are grateful, He is pleased therewith for you.> 
means: He likes this for you and He will increase His favor 
upon you. 
A Gy yh 35 HD 
<No bearer of burdens shall bear the burden of another.> 


means, no person can bear anything for another; each person 
will be asked about his own affairs. 


ABC yt 8 ae ae bares th ae bes oe os ne 4 G4 
(oil oh La ABE Oy KS et Ks BD 
<Then to your Lord is your return, and He will inform you 


what you used to do. Verily, He is the All-Knower of that 
which is in breasts .> 


means, nothing whatsoever is hidden from Him. 
It is an aspect of Man’s Disbelief that He remembers 
Allah at times of difficulty then associates others with 
Him after He has been relieved of His Distress 
45) ak 15 63 3b Scayl & sp 

¢And when some hurt touches man, he cries to his Lord, 

turning to Him in repentance.> 
means, at times of need, he prays to Allah and seeks His help 


(1) Muslim 4:1994, 
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alone, not associating anything with Him. This is like the 
Ayah: ‘ 


eit oie heret ote 4 Bear fe hs, str ote te wee. he Meee 
Jail 6% nasi Ai KS By VW bed wR AT 3 Fai KE > 
ES 


¢And when harm touches you upon the sea, those that you call 
upon vanish from you except Him. But when He brings you 
safe to land, you turn away. And man is ever ungrateful.> 
(17:67). 

Allah says: 

455 ow ohh ER Wc G5 4 es AS e 

€But when He bestows a favor upon him from Himself, he 
forgets that for which he cried for before,> 


means, at the time of ease, he forgets that supplication and 
prayer. This is like the Ayah: 


Jen 1 a Te Ty Ges ZEN scat & app 
4k bE 
¢And when harm touches man, he invokes Us, lying on his 
side, or sitting or standing. But when We have removed his 
harm from him, he passes on as if he had never invoked Us for 
a harm that touched him!> (10:12). 
Cee ot del GON & 55> — 


{ 


¢and he sets up rivals to Allah, in order to mislead others from 
His path.> 


means, at times of ease, he associates others in worship with 
Allah and sets up rivals to Him. 


<0 St 5. Hh Suu I ES a5 


<Say: “Take pleasure in your disbelief for a while, surely, you 
are (one) of the dwellers of the Fire!’'> 


means, say to those whose way this is, ‘enjoy your disbelief for 
a while!’ This is a stern threat and solemn warning, as in the 
Ayat: 


<0 J Se 56 23 Wess i> 
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<Say: “Enjoy! But certainly, your destination is the Fire!''> 
(14:30). 


CRS pe ES FE et 
«We let them enjoy for a little while, then in the end We shall 
oblige them to (enter) a great torment.> (31:24) 


hee soe, 
LS 


cor te ob 
Grr Jo Si. 


£4 vd 0% 


45 5 Wy TH Fhe OE te yal ste £5 2 I> 
<9. Is one who is obedient to Allah, Anda'a Al-Layl prostrating 
and standing fearing the Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of 
his Lord? Say: ‘Are those who know equal to those who know 
not?” It is only men of understanding who will remember.» 


The Obedient and the Sinner are not equal 
Allah says, ‘is the one who is like this equal to one who 


associates others in worship with Allah and sets up rivals to 
Him?’ They are not equal before Allah, as He says: 


CS IRS 5 HT de ST ot of KG EA Cast oh gs te ap 
€Not all of them are alike; a party of the People of the Scripture 
stand for the right, they recite the Ayat of Allah Anda'a Al-Layl, 
prostrating themselves (in prayer).} (3:113). 
And Allah says here: 
40S a it i E53 GAD 

ls one who is obedient to Allah, Ana'‘a Al-Layl prostrating and 
standing> 


meaning, one who is humble and fears Allah when he 
prostrates and stands (in prayer). It was reported that Ibn 
Mas‘td, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “The obedient 
one is one who obeys Allah and His Messenger 3."") Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Al-Hasan, As-Suddi 
and Ibn Zayd said, And’a Al-Layl means in the depths of the 
night. |?! 


(1 Al-Qurtubi 15 :239. 
21 Al-Qurtubi 15 :239. 
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Ab 15 ip TAM Shad 
fearing the Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of his Lord .> 
means, in his worship he feels both fear and hope. Both are 
essential in worship, and fear should be stronger during one’s 
lifetime. Allah says: 
4555 5 Wh TAM 23> 
¢fearing the Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of his Lord .> 
At the time of death, hope is uppermost, as Imam ‘Abd bin 
Humayd recorded in his Musnad from Anas, may Allah be 


pleased with him, who said, “The Messenger of Allah 3 
entered upon a man who was dying, and said to him, 


Shas esr 


«How do you feel?> He said, 1 am both afraid and hopeful.’ The 
Messenger of Allah 2% said: 


gill Jo5 fe Gr tet Yy by ds es we OE 8 ok 
U5 ill 215 5 
«These do not co-exist in a person's heart at times such as this, 
but Allah will give him what he hopes for and protect him from 
that which he fears .»’""! 
This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa? in Al-Yawm wal- 
Laylah, and Ibn Majah from the Hadith of Yasar bin Hatim 
from Ja‘far bin Sulayman. At-Tirmidhi said, “Gharib.”*! 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Tamim Ad-D4ari, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah 3 said: 


«Whoever recites one hundred Ayat in one night, it will be 
recorded as if he prayed all night.» 


This was also recorded by An-Nasa7i in Al-Yawm wal- 
Laylah.'*! 


1) ‘Abd bin Humayd ; 404. 

[2] Tyhfat AlAhwadhi 7:57, An-Nasa7 in Al-Kubré 6:262, Ibn Majah 
2:1423. 

131 Ahmad 4:103. 
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Say: “Are those who 
know equal to those who 
know not?'’> 

means, is this one 
equal with the one 
who sets up rivals to 
Allah to mislead (men) 
from His path? 

45M it SE Gp 

€It is only men of 
understanding who will 
remember .> 

means, the only one 
who will understand 
the difference between 
them is the one who 


has understanding. 
And Allah knows best. 


at ign Sell ses Bp 


32 4 Yosh a Xs 
OEE chet of Set 6 3 BN VY oe Bee et Go VS, % - oe at, b,- wedie 
af ht 2g F Hoe Ue AA! Gigs 35 Oy aig of Goh ae Cail 
€10. Say: “O My servants who believe, have Taqwa of your 
Lord. Good is for those who do good in this world, and Allah's 
earth is spacious! Only those who are patient shall receive their 
reward in full, without reckoning ."'> 

€11. Say: ‘Verily, I am commanded to worship Allah, making 
religion sincerely for Him.''> 


412. “And I am commanded (this) in order that I may be the 
first of the Muslims." 


- 


3% 
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The Command for Taqwa, Emigration and to worship 
Him alone with all Sincerity 


Allah commands His believing servants to remain steadfast in 
their obedience and have Taqwa of Him. 


qHE GH 35g Gal Guth Bi EI a Sal tas BD 
€Say: ‘'O My servants who believe, have Taqwa of your Lord. 
Good is for those who do good in this world..." 


means, the one who does good deeds in this world, will have a 
good (reward) in this world and in the Hereafter. 


5 “ fe £2 t, 
44525 ail Ghd 
¢and Allah's earth is spacious!» Mujahid said, “So emigrate 
through it and strive hard and keep away from idols.”!!! 
ti i JA Orel GOD 
<€Only those who are patient shall receive their reward in full, 
without reckoning .> 


Al-‘Awza‘ii said, “Their reward will not be weighed or measured; 
they will be given an immense reward.” As-Suddi said: 


tA fe AA sae 53 OD 
<¢Only those who are patient shall receive their reward in full, 
without reckoning .> 
means, “In Paradise.”!7! 
cipal dae ait Sal of Sd gy > 
<Say: “Verily, I am commanded to worship Allah, making 
religion sincerely for Him..." 


means, ‘| am commanded to worship Allah alone in all 
sincerity, with no partner or associate.’ 


<a Gi ast BY Sb> 


¢And I am commanded (this) in order that I may be the first of 
the Muslims .> 


0) At-Tabari 21:269. 
(2) At-Tabari 21:270. 


370 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
CASE ay dee LA at Se gs Oe oy diet | GE Gy > 
Sl as TE oy 6b oS Gall at Bat ob Be 
G5 He 4 WSS OS IE Re oy J S i Oe A cesta 
€13. Say: “Verily, if I disobey my Lord, I am afraid of the 
torment of a great Day.”> 


414. Say: “Allah Alone I worship by doing religious deeds 
sincerely for His sake only."'> 


€15. “So, worship what you like besides Him.” Say: "The 
losers are those who will lose themselves and their families on 
the Day of Resurrection. Verily, that will be a manifest loss!''> 


€16. They shall have coverings of Fire, above them and 
covering (of Fire) beneath them. With this Allah frightens His 
servants : ‘O My servants, therefore have Taqwa of Me!"'> 


Creating Fear of the Punishment of Allah 
Allah ‘says, say O Muhammad, even though you are the 
Messenger of Allah:’ 
poke oh WE 5 Lice 4 Stl a> 
<Verily, if I disobey my Lord, I am afraid of the torment of a 
great Day.> 


meaning the Day of Resurrection. This is a conditional 
sentence, and if what is referred to here applies to the Prophet 
3, it applies even more so to others, 


bd 


hash of BE OEE ae Al ae SH at fp 
<Say: “Allah Alone I worship by doing religious deeds 
sincerely for His sake only. So, worship what you like besides 
Him.”"> 
This is also a threat, and a disowning of them. 
€agall & BD 
<Say : “The losers...'"> means, the greatest losers of all, 
GH oth SAH alt 


it 
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¢are those who will lose themselves and their families on the 
Day of Resurrection .> 

means, they will be separated and will never meet again, 

whether their families have gone to Paradise and they have 

gone to Hell, or all of them have gone to Hell, they will never 
meet or feel happiness again. 
dint Sc 3 ays “I 
«Verily, that will be a manifest loss!> 
means, this is the clearest and most obvious loss. Then He 
describes their state in the Fire: 
SE pe ob 2 IE ad of Ald 

<They shall have coverings of Fire, above them and covering (of 

Fire) beneath them .> 
This is like the Aydt: 

4S 64 WIG Lee 2d ond Bee BE os cid 
<Theirs will be a bed of Hell (Fire), and over them coverings (of 
Hell-fire). Thus do We recompense the wrongdoers> (7:41) 


4BELS BF cis UES Sel cS oe paid cn CUT EE BD 
¢On the Day when the torment (Hell-fire) shall cover them 
from above them and from underneath their feet, and it will be 
said: ‘Taste what you used to do.""> (29:55) 


Cie oy BSS 6d 


«With this Allah frightens His servants:> means, Allah tells us 
about this, which will undoubtedly come to pass, to frighten 
His servants, so that they will keep away from unlawful things 
and from sin. 


€ 0566 15> 


¢O My servants, therefore have Taqwa of Me!> means, ‘fear My 
wrath, My anger, My punishment and My vengeance.’ 


gages 
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€17. Those who avoid At-Taghiat by not worshipping them and 
turn to Allah, for them are glad tidings; so announce the good 
news to My servants.> 


418. Those who listen to the Word and follow the best thereof, 
those are (the ones) whom Allah has*guided and those are men 
of understanding .> 


Good News for the Righteous 


‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, narrating from his 
father: 


dite J Suit Get Gly 
<Those who avoid At-Taghiit by not worshipping them> 


was revealed concerning Zayd bin ‘Amr bin Nufayl and Abu 
Dharr and Salman Al-Farisi, may Allah be pleased with 
them.'"! The correct view is that it includes them and all 
others who avoided worshipping idols and turned to the 
worship of Ar-Rahman. These are the people for whom there is 
good news in this world and in the Hereafter. Then Allah says: 


Saree] wee 
Fe nentoe! 


BRAS SH SE Sail see EAD 
¢so announce the good news to My servants - those who listen 
to the Word and follow the best thereof,> 


meaning, those who understand it and act in accordance with 
it. This is like the Words of Allah, may He be exalted, to Musa, 
peace be upon him, when He gave him the Tawrah: 


4 


£ 4 er  ¢. veneer 
dics WE oop 5 9 wisp 


Hold unto these with firmness, and enjoin your people to take 
the better therein} (7:145). 


Cl tse GM Agip 


<those are whom Allah has guided) means, those who are 
described in this manner are the ones whom Allah has guided 
in this world and the Hereafter. 


45M UN  AG> 


("I At-Tabari 21 :274. 
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¢and those are men of understanding.» means, they possess sound 
reasoning and an upright nature. 


“ 2, 87te » fe Li, Set \ 223 -$ arte Poy ae oe fen 
Cie ih as Nall Gall SG g Aa NO ee ake ES SGD 


€19. Is, then one against whom the Word of punishment is 
justified (equal to the one who avoids evil)? Will you rescue him 


who is in the Fire?> 


€20. But those who have Taqwa of their Lord, for them are 
built lofty rooms, one above another under which rivers flow. 
(This is) the promise of Allah, and Allah does not fail in (His) 
promise .> 
Allah says, ‘if He has decreed that someone is to be doomed, 
can you save him from his misguidance and doom?’ Which 
means, no one can guide him apart from Allah, because 
whomever Allah leaves astray cannot be guided, and whomever 
He guides cannot be led astray. Then Allah tells us that His 
blessed servants will have lofty rooms in Paradise. 


42s Be WAS usd 
dare built lofty rooms, one above another}, story upon story, 
solidly-constructed, adorned and high. ‘Abdullah bin Al-Imam 
Ahmad recorded that ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 
“The Messenger of Allah #5 said: 
WAGs be 5 yty BAB Se kt oot UI Bally Sp 
In Paradise there are rooms whose inside can be seen from the 
outside, and the outside can be seen from the inside.» 
A bedouin asked, ‘Who are they for, O Messenger of Allah?’ 
He # said, 
ts Jy ay los pucks ably psikh OUI tp 
iFor those who speak kindly, feed the hungry and stand in 
prayer at night whilst the people are sleeping .0’"") 


This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said, “Hasan 
Gharib”.'?|_ Imam Ahmad recorded from Sahl bin Sa‘d, may 


Ol Anmad 1:155. 
[2] Tyhfat ALAhwadhi 7:23). 
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Allah be pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah #2 said: 
eles gal ob CS5Sh byes US La og Sg Sars Hed yal Sp 


(The people of Paradise will look towards each other in raised 
places of Paradise as you look towards the stars on the horizons 
of the sky.» 

He said, “I told An-Nu‘man bin Abi ‘Ayyash about that, and he 


said, I heard Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with 
him, narrate it: 


eset gh 2B BM C8 cbt C55S Sgars vad 
‘As you see the stars on the horizon of the east or the 
west.»’"1l_ It was also recorded in the Two Sahihs,|?! 
Imam Ahmad said, “Fazérah narrated to us; Fulayh narrated 
to us; from Hilal bin ‘Ali, from ‘Ata’ bin Yasar, from Abu 
Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, that the Messenger 
of Allah 3 said: 
Shi C555 Syers US aA Gat Bai os Sgerg del at Sp 
eles BE Sus 3 lt BY 3 oy tth 
‘The people of Paradise will look towards each other in the 
raised places of Paradise as you look at the high, bright stars 
which remain on the horizon. Such will be the difference in 
superiority which some of them have over others.» 


They said, “O Messenger of Allah, are those the abodes of 
the Prophets?” He 2% said: 


C5 1385 ob Lod BIgly cous ot wily 
«No, by the One in Whose Hand is my soul, they are the 
abodes of people who believed in Allah and in the 
Messengers .0'* 


It was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said, “Hasan 
Sahih." 


(0) Anmad 5 :340. 

[2] Fath Al-Bari 11:424, Muslim 4 :2177. 
(31 Anmad 2:339. 

(41 Tyhfat ALAhwadhi 7 :272. 
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weNIE £11 AINE bicerinskes | as 
Herr on Sree Soererg 7%, { qNi Qe ot Sey 


Siti LM Lolgtes } 
a _ee || €under which rivers 
@ cna le sds Neil Soiet bac al flow.> means, the 


ar pei CHAN EC So a yes rivers flow wherever 
Qa 
Saold pa the people want them 


sisbat bap esses {34% || to flow. 
SAE faysre A Ia Asa S35) él 55) 
4 rs 
Fussry Bel OiGe AW “il is <(This is) the promise of 
p55 3s scuabill 13 SASS GIT | Allah,> means, ‘all 
ors atoteasntee ce (30 that We have 
E55 SUSE S pplb nll iS mentioned here is 
ead ‘4 * am oe we ro A 
8 Aah SG Sa wary what Allah has 
W755 wi go Bo ear promised to His 
RCH Go nya Bs ee believing servants.’ 


SiS 68a cab ye SK olealis Git hs Ff Oy 
4a 55 SH Kes (} ) Scale a gene ¢and Allah does not fail 
Sse wee ae ‘ alate Kins $5552 Sse in (His) promise .> 


SF MESAD Sse nee ght | set oo ASS Ab 
Oi cb KS aes SQ | Ae ses Kot 


ered aos 


a BH Ge Gy 4 CF 
cas Sa er a tae Ba 8 eee — 


Bint 
€21. See you not that Allah sends down water from the sky, 
and causes it to penetrate the earth, as water springs, and 
afterward thereby produces crops of different colors, and 
afterward they wither and you see them turn yellow; then He 
makes them dry and broken pieces. Verily, in this is a reminder 
for men of understanding .> 
€22. Is he whose breast Allah has opened to Islam, so that he is 
in light from his Lord? So, woe to those whose hearts are 
hardened against remembrance of Allah! They are in plain 
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error!> 


The Parable of the Life of this World 
Allah tells us that water originates in the sky. This is like the 
Ayah: 
diss LM & Cd 
¢and We send down pure water from the sky> (25:48). 
So, Allah sends down water from the sky, and it settles in the 
earth, then He causes it to flow wherever He wills, and He 
causes springs, great and small, to flow as needed. Allah says: 
425 Gs GS Sap 
¢and causes it to penetrate the earth, as water springs,> 
Sa‘id bin Jubayr and ‘Amir Ash-Sha‘bi said that all the water 
on earth has its origins in the sky.'! Said bin Jubayr said, 
its origins lie in the snow, meaning that snow piles up in the 
mountains, then settles at the bottom (of the mountains) and 
springs flow from the bottom of them. 


€i5N OE 5 oy G2 BD 


¢and afterward thereby ne crops of different colors> 


means, then from the water which comes down from the sky 
or flows from springs in the earth, He brings forth crops of 
different colors, i.e., different kinds of forms, tastes, scents, 
bencfits, etc. 


<in4: ¢> 


¢and afterward they wither> means, after they have been ripe and 
fresh, they become old and you see them turn yellow when they 
have dried out. 


¢then He makes them dry and broken pieces.> 
means, then they become brittle. 


4ST IY SS AS 5 Up 


(1 Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 7 :219. 
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<Verily, in this is a reminder for men of understanding .> 


means, those who are reminded by this and who learn the 
lesson from it, that this world is like this - it is green and 
fresh and beautiful, then it will become old and ugly. The 
young man will become a weak, senile old man, and after all 
of that comes death. The blessed one is the one whose state 
after death will be good. Allah often likens the life of this world 
to the way He sends down water from the sky and crops and 
fruits grow thereby, then they become dry and brittle. This is 
like the Ayah: 


ct A 2G wy TEE a 3. i IS Gat st fe i opsb> 

qed 6b FF at 3G Ryle 
¢And put forward to them the example of the life of this world: 
it is like the water (rain) which We send down from the sky, 
and the vegetation of the earth mingles with it, and becomes 
fresh and green. But (later) it becomes dry and broken pieces, 
which the winds scatter. And Allah is able to do everything> 
(18:45) 


The People of Truth and the People of Misguidance are 
not Equal 


C5 i BEB Ani bis HG MD 
€Is he whose breast Allah has opened to Islam, so that he is in 
light from his Lord?> 
means, is this person equal to the one who is hard-hearted 
and far from the truth? This is like the Ayah: 
o 4 “g  ¢% Ze 2 or BL cere e Brerete 4 ot 74% ea 
Ug BE OS AB 5 aay hth 03 W Ules WES es oF oF SIP 
405 ge A 
Is he who was dead and We gave him life and set for him a 
light (i.e. Belief) whereby he can walk amongst men - like him 


who is in the darkness (i.e., disbelief) from which he can never 
come out?> (6:122) 


Allah says: 


as AS 


4a SS of pts acl Usp 
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¢So, woe to those whose hearts are hardened against 
remembrance of Allah!> 


meaning, they do not become soft when Allah is mentioned, 
and they do not feel humility or fear, and they do not 
understand. 


dese yi 3 Adip 
<They are in plain error!>. 
Ops Ose GA 38 2 2.35 oe GO etl gal ap 
ail Jud 5 ES ey Ga Af ode Gas STS ress oo Aik og 
2G & AG 
€23. Allah has sent down the Best Statement, a Book, its parts 
resembling each other, (and) oft-repeated. The skins of those 
who fear their Lord shiver from it. Then their skin and their 
heart soften to the remembrance of Allah. That is the guidance 


of Allah. He guides therewith whom He wills; and whomever 
Allah sends astray, for him there is no guide.> 


The Description of the Qur’an 


Here Allah praises His Book, the Noble Qur’a4n, which was 
revealed to His noble Messenger #%. Allah says, 


4G GE OF eS Sat IS > 


€Allah has sent down the Best Statement, a Book, its parts 

resembling each other (and) oft-repeated .> 
Mujahid said, “This means that the entire Qur’an’s parts 
resemble each other and are oft-repeated.”'! Qatadah said, 
“One Ayah resembles another and one letter resembles 
another.”71 Ad-Dahhak said, “It is oft-repeated so that people 
will understand what their Lord tells them.” Tkrimah and Al- 
Hasan said, “There may be an Ayah in one Surah, and 
another Ayah in another Surah that resembles it.” Sa‘id bin 
Jubayr narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him: “Oft-repeated means that parts of the Qur’4n resemble 


Ul At-Tabari 21:279. 
2) At-Tabari 21:279. 
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one another and repeat one another.”!") Some of the scholars 
said that it was narrated from Sufyan bin Uyaynah that 


45 GE KED 
¢its parts resembling each other (and) oft-repeated .> 


means that some passages of the Qur’An may sometimes refer 
to one thing, so they resemble one another, and sometimes 
they mention a thing and its opposite. Such as when the 
believers then the disbelievers are mentioned, or when 
Paradise then Hell are described, and so on, and this is the 
meaning of oft-repeated. Examples include the Aydt: 


408 A edit 85 6.5 BINT > 

<Verily, the most righteous will be in delight; and verily, the 
most wicked will be in the blazing Fire (Hell) .» (82:13-14) 

tine A sedll LS ED 
<Nay! Truly, the Record of the most wicked is (preserved) in 
Sijjin>') until 

4Side BGA AS 4 > 
<Nay! Verily, the Record of the most righteous is (preserved) in 
‘Illiyyinp'?) (83: 7-18) 


cid Go ge + B45 See t, 
CIE So) ost SY Bp ad 


<This is a Reminder. And verily, for those who have Taqwa is 
a good final return (Paradise)> until; 


<This is so! And for those who transgress, there will be an evil 
final return (Fire) .> (38:49-55). 
And there are other similar passages. All of this has to do with 
it being oft-repeated, i.e., when two meanings are referred to. 


But when a passage is about one thing, with some parts of it 
resembling others, this is “its parts resembling each other.” 


"1 At-Tabari 21 :279. 
21 See the following note. 
(31 See the explanation of Surat Al-Mutaffifin [83 :7-18]. 
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This is not the same as the Mutashabihdt mentioned in the 
Ayah: 


€ 

Be wes at, oye 44 gs 8 Z 4 OL pe 

2 ro : ole 4 v 4 . 
cig Ns a <) 7 uo SSE SSlt a> 


€In it are Aydt that are entirely clear, they are the foundations 
of the Book; and others not entirely clear> (3:7). 
that refers to something else altogether. 


Cail Js Fy petals ALL Os A ts ye SAN Sh a, Bp 

<The skins of those who fear their Lord shiver from it. Then 

their skin and their heart soften to the remembrance of Allah.> 
means, this is the description of the righteous, when they hear 
the Words of the Compeller, the Protector, the Almighty, the 
Oft-Forgiving, because they understand the promises and 
warnings contained therein. The frightening words and threats 
make their skin shiver from fear. 


C5 5 i AUR OED 
<Then their skin and their heart soften to the remembrance of 
Allah .> 


because of their hope for His mercy and kindness. They are 
unlike others, the wicked, immoral sinners, in a number of 
ways: 


First 


They listen to the recitation of the Aydt [of the Qur’an], while 
those (sinners) listen to poetic verse recited by female singers. 


Second 

When the Ayat of Ar-Rahm4n are recited to them, they fall 
down in prostration weeping, with the proper attitude of fear, 
hope, love, understanding and knowledge, as Allah says: 


ae s oper Ser Ae or ie as oe oe bt 8 7 ae este °s 
5 Wey EG HN ple SE Hay peg Sigs Ail 583 Hy Sa OBST Cap 
ch ae Bk OA cr he oaeere ize gray ? Ay et ese oe 
Seagal om ADs Tosa ey ey GLE ye Coll CSRS 24 
ee, 4 Bee Be ere 6 ae 2 §ivee of re 
410 Se Sys Faly 245 Le O55 ch Ue 
<The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, 


feel a fear in their hearts and when His Ayat are recited unto 
them, they increase their faith; and they put their trust in their 
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Lord; Who perform the Salah and spend out of that We have 
provided them. It is they who are the believers in it. For them 
are grades of dignity with their Lord, and forgiveness and a 
generous provision (i.e., Paradise).> (8:2-4), 

dress Ce GE A Ts one Yet | <ul> 
¢And those who, when they are reminded of the Ayat of their 


Lord, fall not on them (as if they were) deaf and blind» 
(25:73). 


When they hear the Aydt of Allah, they are not too busy to 
pay attention to them; they listen to them and understand 
their meanings. So they act upon them and prostrate when 
they hear them, out of understanding, not out of ignorance 
and blind following of others. 


Third 


They adhere to the correct etiquette when they listen to them. 
As the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, used to 
do when they listened to the words of Allah recited by the 
Messenger of Allah #. Their skin Would shiver, and _ their 
hearts would soften to the remembrance of Allah. They did not 
shout or do other actions that are not natural; on the 
contrary, they would sit quietly with the proper attitude of 
fear, in an unparalleled fashion. they attained the victory of 
praise from their Lord in this world and the Hereafter. ‘Abdur- 
Razzaq said, “Ma‘mar told us that Qatadah, may Allah have 
mercy on him, recited, 


at Ss dh thst pi oe Bs te SST Le LL 4p 
<The skins of those who fear their Lord shiver from it. Then 
their skin and their heart soften to the remembrance of Allah.> 


and said, This is the characteristic of the friends of Allah; 
Allah has described them in this manner, saying that their 
skin shivers, their eyes weep and their hearts find rest to the 
remembrance of Allah. He did not say that they lose their 
minds and swoon; that is the characteristic of the followers of 
innovation, and that comes from the Shaytan.”” Allah’s saying: 


nd 


c ° ow oF 4 
Rake Se UE oS oy wat dt 6 GSD 
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€That is the guidance of Allah. He guides therewith whom He 
wills ;> 

means, this is the characteristic of those whom Allah has 

guided, and anyone who does anything different is one of 

those whom Allah has sent astray. 
456 1G pe 35 
¢and whomever Allah sends astray, for him there is no guide.> 
WORSE AE Bos Gonlly Jas Sl Gos IT apt age aE onli 
3 6H oi ih rags ¥ ds & Sic ash yd Sli Or 


oo 


ene OF 


C85 Ge SST vai 285 CA gl 
€24. Is he then, who will confront with his face the awful 


torment on the Day of Resurrection? And it will be said to the 
wrongdoers : ‘Taste what you used to earn!'’> 


€25. Those before them denied, and so the torment came on 
them from directions they perceived not. 


€26. So, Allah made them to taste the disgrace in the present 
life, but greater is the torment of the Hereafter if they only 
knew!> 


The Final Destination of the Disbelievers 
Ca oy GT gh ayy QE ld 
Is he then, who will confront with his face the awful torment 


on the Day of Resurrection? 
he will be rebuked and he and the evildoers like him will be 


told: 
455.55 ax ti fass> 
<Taste what you used to earn!> 


‘Is this like the one who comes secure on the Day of 
Resurrection?’ as Allah says: 


o- 
2 


“Be tek ie ete ow tt et or ae & at 
CM pt oo Khe ott Al all ayes KS cs gil> 


<Is he who walks prone on his face, more rightly guided, or he 
who walks upright on the straight way?> (67:22); 
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(Wie SS pe & a Ge F 
<The Day they will be dragged on their faces into the Fire (it 
will be said to them): ‘Taste you the touch of Hell!’’> (54:48), 
and 


Ceca po i ol oF (IE LO G ot Sil 

«ls he who is cast into the Fire better or he who comes secure 

on the Day of Resurrection?> (41:40) 
In each of these Aydt, it was sufficient to refer to one of the 
two groups. 

Conk VES & Saal BH as & Sal CT > 

<Those before them denied, and so the torment came on them 

from directions they perceived not.> 
means, the previous generations who denied the Messengers 


were destroyed by Allah for their sins. And none had they to 
protect them from Allah. 


<a al 4 ii I pathy 
€So Allah made them to taste the disgrace in the present life,> 


means, by means of the punishment and revenge which He 
sent down upon them, and the rejoicing of the believers for 
what happened to them. So, let those who are addressed 
beware, for they have rejected the noblest of the Messengers 
and the Seal of the Prophets #8. And what Allah has promised 
them of severe punishment in the Hereafter is worse than 
whatever befell them in this world. Allah says: 


sree 


ii Be 5 BT AS AGD 
<but greater is the torment of the Hereafter if they only knew!> 


4 
ae aad 


So ne Ge thes (SSE aah J Fo oa eg 1 7s Sap 
JB py UL Ss opi HE aa SE IE rs HE id 

Cite! KG be cca 
€27. And indeed We have put forth for men, in this Qur'an 
every kind of parable in order that they may remember .> 
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€28. An Arabic Qur'an, without any crookedness (therein) in 
order that they may have Taqwa of Him.> 


«29. Allah puts forth a parable: a man belonging to many 
partners disputing with one another, and a man belonging 
entirely to one master. Are those two equal in comparison? All 
the praises and thanks be to Allah! But most of them know 
not.> 


€30. Verily, you will die, and verily, they (too) will die.> 


€31. Then, on the Day of Resurrection, you will be disputing 
before your Lord.> 


The Parable of Shirk 


Sve « 


q5E Foe ol i Gt Cs GD 
€And indeed We have put forth for men, in this Qur'an every 
kind of parable> 


means, ‘We have explained things to mankind in it [the 
Qur’an] by setting forth examples and parables.’ 


4i53e Lip 


¢in order that they may remember.> Because parables bring the 
meaning closer to people’s minds. As Allah says: 


¢He sets forth for you a parable from yourselves> (30:28). 


meaning, ‘so that you may learn it from yourselves.’ And Allah 
says: 


Carr gacall Vy hes a5 Cts GES GENT iss > 
¢in Order that they may have Taqwa of Him .> (29:43). 
dae 3 28 Ge bad 
¢An Arabic Qur'an, without any crookedness (therein)> 


means, it is in a plain Arabic tongue, with no crookedness, 
deviation or confusion. It is plain, clear proof. Allah has made 
it like this and has revealed it like this, 


43s > 
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in order that they may have Taqwa of Him> 


means, in order that they may heed the warnings contained 
therein, and strive to attain the promises therein. Then Allah 
says: : 
57S 1 43 SS IE al os 
¢Allah puts forth a parable: a man belonging to many partners 
disputing with one another,> 


meaning, they were disputing concerning that slave in whom 
they all had a share. 


oj ULL Se55> 
¢and a (slave) man belonging entirely to one master .> 


means, no one owned him except that one man. 
435 3655 Sop 
€Are those two equal in comparison?> meaning, they are not the 
same. By the same token, the idolator who worships other gods 
besides Allah and the sincere believer who worships none 
besides Allah, with no partner or associate, are not equal. What 
comparison can there be between them? Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah 
be pleased with him, Mujahid and others said, “This Ayah is 
the parable of the idolator and the sincere believer.”!"! 
Because this parable is so clear and obvious, Allah then says: 


€a Sly 
All the praises and thanks be to Allah! i.e., for establishing proof 
against them. 


“ of 


€5jLe YEA Sy 


€But most of them know not.) means, and for this reason they 
associate others in worship with Allah. 


The fact that the Messenger of Allah 3 and Quraysh will 
die, and how They will dispute before Allah 


Allah’s saying; 


(l At-Tabari 21 :285. 
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Seon Pay oemOU 
<Verily, you will die, and verily, they (too) will die.> 
This is one of the Ayat which Abu Bakr As-Siddiq, may Allah 
be pleased with him, quoted when the Messenger of Allah 2% 


died, so that the people would realize that he had really died. 
Another Ayah which he quoted was: 


ASS & Ail 1S A Se Ol LH wy ck BI I Ee wp 
CG etl HM sary Et i 3 oh ae Be 


One 


¢Muhammad is no more than a Messenger, and indeed (many) 
Messengers have passed away before him. If he dies or is killed, 
will you then turn back on your heels? And he who turns back 
on his heels, not the least harm will do to Allah; and Allah will 
give reward to those who are grateful .>(3:144). 


The meaning of this Ayah is that you will certainly depart this 
world and be gathered before Allah in the Hereafter. You will 
dispute the issues of Tawhid and Shirk before Allah, things 
over which you disputed in this world, and He will judge 
between you with truth, and He is the Judge, the All-Knowing. 
So, He will save the sincere believers who worship Him alone, 
and He will punish the disbelievers who deny His Oneness and 
associate others in worship with Him. Although this Ayah 
speaks about the believers and disbelievers, and how they will 
dispute in the Hereafter, it also includes all disputants in this 
world, for their disputes will come back to them in the 
Hereafter. 

Ibn Abi Hatim, may Allah have mercy on him, recorded that 
Ibn Az-Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “When 
the Ayah 


qi unre 4 22 KG 5 at call 6 ay +<( 5t> 
<Then, on the Day of Resurrection, you will be disputing 
before your Lord.> 
was revealed, Az-Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 
‘O Messenger of Allah, will we repeat our disputes?’ He # said, 
uu 
«Yes.» He (Az-Zubayr) said, This is a very serious 
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matter,’””!] 


Ahmad recorded from Az-Zubayr bin Al-‘Awwam, may Allah be 
pleased with him, that when this Surah was revealed to the 
Messenger of Allah 2: 


qimb ke KS he call My BGs ay co Gp 
€Verily, you will die, and verily, they (too) will die. Then, on 


the Day of Resurrection, you will be disputing before your 
Lord .> 


Az-Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “O Messenger 
of Allah, will the sins that we committed against others in this 
world be repeated for us?” He 3% said, 


0tas SS 68 YS AN SS Be Kile 5555 ah 

“Yes, they will be repeated until everyone who is entitled will 

have his rights restored to him.» 
Az-Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “By Allah, it 
is a very serious matter.”! It was also recorded by At- 
Tirmidhi, who said “Hasan Sahih."*! 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said: 


aN Ae ae a7 cee Be Zh 
qian SG Le accall ps SG > 


¢Then, on the Day of Resurrection, you will be disputing 
before your Lord .> 


means, the truthful one will dispute with the liar, the 
oppressed will dispute with the oppressor, the one who is 
guided will dispute with the one who is misguided and the 
weak will dispute with the arrogant. 

Ibn Mandah recorded in Kitab Ar-Rih that Ibn ‘Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, “The people will dispute on 
the Day of Resurrection, to the extent that the soul will 
dispute with the body. The soul will say to the body, ‘You did 
such and such,’ and the body will say to the soul, ‘You told 


0) Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 5:614, Ahmad with similar wording along with 
the following version. 

{2} Ahmad 1:164. 

(3) Tyhfat ALAhwadhi 9 :289. 
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vee tu CPN INED me to do it and you 

2 Fai Ie FRE, hing tempted me.’ Then 

a ons oo otepll 3 | aah will send an 
Sally GE & eg cal tie i angel to judge 


a ts te otf. between them, and he 
Syl we diht,st os glade will say, ‘You two are 


@ eM See co like a man who 
cannot walk but can 


ref S| wo fser se 4 
hare Ale ail Val te ai ai Ae4 see, and a man who 


We Wo a Arert Ze sia sl, cannot see but can 
gh ot Qiks Teed ? walk.’ They went into 


ys 289 ALO Sulla aI) eee a garden and the one 


or we -agit ||/who could not walk 
Jen balg on Patent al said to the one who 


KE ACL Aloysia was blind, 1 see fruit 


G there, but I cannot 
sie) 1362 at Pats e, F , 
SPiSE BABA ENG SKE reach it The blind 
Zope 242 ote LMM Laila Ise man said, ‘Climb on 
Boe ea a me and get it.’ So he 
Cou Se PPE AES SoS) isl climbed on him and 
ee tf 4S. 


tie of ce 8 ve gcace got it. So which of 
Wael ESATO R EBL RG alot i them is the 


O< ers an vert Sea KS he wrongdoer? They will 


Dati, Ae wed oe 4. say, ‘Both of them.’ 
bah Zonet eg se The angel will say to 
them, ‘You have 
passed judgement against yourselves.’ The body was a means 
of transportation for the soul.” 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Said bin Jubayr said that Ibn 
‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “This Ayah was 
revealed and we did not know what it was revealed about: 


€in, iseet KG he ial (pe Sat Sip 


¢Then, on the Day of Resurrection, you will be disputing 
before your Lord.>” 


He said, “We said, what will we dispute about? There is no 
dispute between us and the People of the Book, so what will 
we dispute about? Until the Fitnah occurred.” Then Ibn ‘Umar, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, “This is what our Lord 
promised us we would dispute about.” This was recorded by 
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An-Nasai.!"! 
BEG g CASE} sich OG HE Se ae od 
LE A MAGE ASS ty 555 sial & vill oa, 
BAN pres We cll Gl age al ead ae st HE aS oy Se 
2 5KS GE ol oh 
€32. Then, who does more wrong than one who utters a lie 


against Allah, and denies the truth when it comes to him! Is 
there not in Hell an abode for the disbelievers?> 


€33. And he who has brought the truth and (those who) 
believed therein, they are those who have Taqwa.> 


434. They shall have all that they will desire with their Lord. 
That is the reward of the doers of good .> 


€35. So that Allah may expiate from them the evil of what they 
did and give them the reward, according to the best of what 
they used to do.> 


The Punishment of the Disbelievers and Liars, and the 
Reward of the Sincere Believers 


The idolators uttered lies against Allah and said that there 
were other gods besides Him and claimed that the angels were 
the daughters of Allah and that Allah had a son ~ glorified be 
He far above all that they say. Moreover, they rejected the 
truth when it came to them on the lips of the Messengers 
(peace and blessings be upon them all). Allah midi 


42k | Gia OIG aif BES oh Ai 53 
«Then, who does more wrong than one who utters a lie against 
Allah, and denies the truth when it comes to him!> 


meaning, there is no one who does more wrong than such a 
person, because he combines the two aspects of falsehood, 
disbelief in Allah and disbelief in the Messenger of Allah. They 


made false claims and rejected the truth, Allah threatened 
them: 


(1) An-Nasai in AlKubra no. 11447. This refers to the civil turmoil 
that began with the assassination of Uthman, may Allah be pleased 
with him. 
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Is there not in Hell an abode for the disbelievers?> 
who are the deniers and rejecters. Then Allah says: 
dix 5455 Gish K usih> 
<And he who has brought the truth and (those who) believed 
therein, > 
Mujahid, Qatadah, Ar-Rabi‘ bin Anas and Ibn Zayd said, “The 
one who brought the truth was the Messenger 3%.”!!! 
‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said: 
€5ish ab wil 
¢"And he who has brought the truth>y means the Messenger of 
Allah 3. 
diy GIS 
¢and (those who) believed therein> means the Muslims.2! 
dit % Asp 


<they are those who have Taqwa. Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “They fear and shun Shirk.’"! 


c 


red he Sy UE Ay 
<They shall have all that they will desire with their Lord.» 
means, in Paradise; whatever they ask for they will have. 
oh BAS the ol GA pe at Je Oa ct HK ap 
4S Ee vi 
<That is the reward of doers of good. So that Allah may expiate 


from them the evil of what they did and give them the reward, 
according to the best of what they used to do.> 


This is like the Ayah: 
Ol At-Tabari 21 :289, Al-Qurtubi 15:256. 


2] At-Tabari 21 :290. 
3} At-Tabari 21 :292. 
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<They are those from whom We shall accept the best of their 
deeds and overlook their evil deeds. (They shall be) among the 
dwellers of Paradise, a promise of truth, which they have been 
promised .> (46:16). 


oS 


. 2 4d ef oa E, Yl al4ete Gro oy ste aR 
Se WG al ee Hy fags oe <ul Tig pate BH al Gallp 
ot 2 GD aed ze -oe Ae 4 4 ve yee “5 Bes 
me hy AGS os ye Ol CN det oe AG Ste 0%} init 


pied ° Se ° Pa aa war S. Aare we hoe, een eee 9d 
“il GSO) St af os on GAGE al bal Oh) Gov osceil GE 
per US ree or o Fl a CA a ae ts TS Ca 2 ee C9 
al Gos Sb et CS Ee J ey Goll SI age Cs Ot Se pe 
20e8 “ie ¢ od, %$B ar th 08% og Bo ae Aypese FE vee ae 
GS bE Gp pee fe el ao Se awe Jean ae 


ied Be oe 38 yk ke ah ow ths 
436. Is not Allah Sufficient for His servant? Yet they try to 
frighten you with those besides Him! And whom Allah sends 
astray, for him there will be no guide.> 

437. And whomsoever Allah guides, for him there will be no 
misleader. Is not Allah Almighty, Possessor of Retribution? 


438. And verily, if you ask them: ‘Who created the heavens 
and the earth?” Surely, they will say: “Allah.” Say: ‘Tell me 
then, the things that you invoke besides Allah - if Allah 
intended some harm for me, could they remove His harm? Or if 
He intended some mercy for me, could they withhold His 
mercy?" Say: “Sufficient for me is Allah; in Him those who 
trust must put their trust ."'> 


€39. Say: ‘O My people! Work according to your way, I am 
working. Then you will come to know''> 


440. “To whom comes a disgracing torment, and on whom 
descends an everlasting torment." > 


Allah is Sufficient for His Servant 
Allah says: 
HE B& al Sal 
<Is not Allah Sufficient for His servant?> Some of them read it 
“His servants.” It means that Allah is Sufficient for the one who 
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worships Him and relies upon Him. 
$2459 on ash ST 
€Yet they try to frighten you with those besides Him!> 


means, the idolators tried to scare the Messenger of Allah 2 
with their idols and gods which they called upon besides Allah 
out of ignorance and misguidance. Allah says: 


we 


17% ate ey ie ST (Sade oe we ey © I wre gt ie ered 
Joe, ah AN fet on A Ol ag fh ot Se WG tat es os 


€And whom Allah sends astray, for him there will be no guide. 
And whomsoever Allah guides, for him there will be no 
misleader. Is not Allah Almighty, Possessor of Retribution?> 


meaning, whoever relies on Him and turns to Him, will never 
be forsaken, for He is the Almighty Who cannot be 
overwhelmed by another, and there is none more severe than 
Him in exacting retribution on those who disbelieve in Him, 
associate others in worship with Him and resist His Messenger 
3H. 


The Idolators admit that Allah is the Sole Creator 
because Their gods are incapable 
Ci) SH ONG osc StF a hp 
¢And verily, if you ask them: ‘Who created the heavens and 
the earth?" Surely, they will say: “Allah.""> 


means, the idolators used to recognize that Allah was the 
Creator of all things, but despite that they still worshipped 
others besides Him, others who had no power to bring benefit 
or cause harm. Allah said: 

Qf Cie BH py Hi Gil Yt od » 585 GE Ail jp 
<Say: “Tell me then, the things that you invoke besides Allah - 
if Allah intended some harm for me, could they remove His 
harm? Or if He (Allah) intended some mercy for me, could they 
withhold His mercy?" 


meaning, they cannot do any of that at all. Here Ibn Abi 
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Hatim recorded a narration from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, attributing it to the Prophet 3: 

ib 52 ED 3 ot WG Gee Ong at bet Obi ao bite 
SES ey au pete Cte by car dG GIL hy Gab 
tae Asset Jy Ayes ob Gale an 2G eek, Oye OF ye 1 tate 
BY oy Ge cis AE I OF oo Sk SA 
Oly gas HE KG ode att 3 OF ey ah gp Stu a ua; 

ates tlt as Of 5S ae ep fy tt a 
«Be mindful of Allah and He will protect you; be mindful of 
Allah and you will find Him ever with you. Turn to Allah in 
times of ease and He will turn to you in times of difficulty. If 
you ask anyone for anything, then ask Allah; if you seek help 
from anyone, then seek help from Allah. Know that even if the 
entire nation were to come together to do you some harm that 
Allah has not decreed for you, they will never be able to harm 
you, and if they were to come together to do you some good 
that Allah has not decreed for you, they will never be able to do 
that. The pages have dried and the pens have been lifted. Strive 
for the sake of Allah with thankfulness and firm conviction, and 
know that in patiently persevering with regard to something 
that you dislike there is much goodness. Victory comes with 


patience, a way out comes from difficulty and with hardship 
comes ease .1!1] 


435 Gos BD 


4Say: “Sufficient for me is Allah...» means, ‘Allah is enough for 
me.’ 
455 Ses Geb as Eg > 
<In Him I put my trust, and let all those that trust, put their 
trust in Him.> [12: 67] 


This is like what Had, peace be upon him, said to his 
people: 


(1 Ahmad 1:307. 
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vere ie “4 oe « fee Soe ltteer Pi . 
ESA NSCs AIG TAS put my trust in Allah, 
my Lord and your Lord! 


There is not a moving creature but He has the grasp of its forelock. 
Verily, my Lord is on the straight path."">(11:54-56). 
pene Meat 35 Bp 
€Say: “‘O My people! Work according to your way..."> 
This is a threat and a warning. 
Bi 5% 
€deE Std 
<I am working} means, ‘according to my way.’ 
tists S55 


<Then you will come to knowp means, you will learn the 
consequences. 


Chit be kD 
<All that we say is that 
some of our gods have 
seized you with evil.” 
He said: "'I call Allah to 
witness and bear you 
witness that I am_ free 
from that which you as- 
cribe as partners in wor- 
ship, with Him. So plot 
against me, all of you, 
and give me no respite. I 


ae ONE ath o> 
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¢To whom comes a disgracing torment,> means, in this world, 
¢and on whom descends an everlasting torment .> 


means, ongoing and eternal, with no escape, which will come on 
the Day of Resurrection. We seek refuge with Allah from that. 


J OS 36 5 EE wT 5 SI ota Hig ae Gh Ep 
CEs Ad pod 

441. Verily, We have sent down to you the Book for mankind 
in truth. So, whosoever accepts the guidance, it is only for 
himself; and whosoever goes astray, he goes astray only to his 
(own) loss. And you are not a trustee over them.» 
442. It is Allah Who takes away the souls at the time of their 
death, and those that die not during their sleep. He keeps those 
(souls) for which He has ordained death and sends the rest for a 
term appointed. Verily, in this are signs for a people who think 
deeply .> 

Allah says, addressing His Messenger Muhammad 3: 

4S SEN OY 
<Verily, We have sent down to you the Book> meaning, the Qur’an. 


€55il oGap 


¢for mankind in truth.» means, for all of creation, mankind and 
Jinn, so that he may warn them therewith. 


42S Gal YG) 
So, whosoever accepts the guidance, it is only for himself; 
means, the benefit of that will return to him. 


6S Jo Gp 52 5 
dand whosoever goes astray, he goes astray only for his (own) 
loss.> 


means, the consequences of that will return to him. 
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43S one ei 05> 


¢And you are not a trustee over them.> means, ‘you are not 
responsible for guiding them.’ 
thsi 8 F SH AG 
€But you are only a warner. And Allah is a Trustee over all 
things> (11:12). 


Jee hae 4 Fe 
° . 


your duty is only to convey and on Us is the reckoning} (13:40). 


Allah is the One Who causes Death and gives Life 


Then Allah tells us that He is in control of all things and does 

as He wills. He causes men to die (the “greater death”) when 

He sends the angels to take men’s souls from their bodies, 

and He causes them to “die a lesser death” when they sleep. 

Allah says: 
PoE SS ails a5 eek BABY Ue 2s ol eed dt td 

VSS V pay Ys SS Lyi Sa ey He Me 

it is He, Who takes your souls by night (when you are 
asleep), and has knowledge of all that you have done by day, 
then He raises (wakes) you up again that a term appointed be 
futfilled, then (in the end) unto Him will be your return. Then 
He will inform you of that which you used to do. He is the 
Irresistible, over His servants, and He sends guardians (angels 
guarding and writing all of one's good and bad deeds) over you, 
until when death approaches one of you, Our messengers 
(angels) take his soul, and they never neglect their 
duty .>(6:60-61). 

Here Allah mentions the two deaths, the lesser death then the 


greater death after it; in the Ayah above (39: 42), He mentions 
the greater then the lesser. Allah says: 


he 


Cb ib MA Gs 9 2 dS as Ge AN SS aD 
tS pd, BS Lt pi 
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It is Allah Who takes away the souls at the time of their death, 
and those that die not during their sleep. He keeps those (souls) 
for which He has ordained death and sends the rest for a term 
appointed .> 


This indicates that they [the souls] meet in the higher realm, 
as was stated in the Hadith attributed to the Prophet # which 
was narrated by Ibn Mandah and others. In the Two Sahihs of 
Al-Bukhari and Muslim, it is reported that Abu Hurayrah, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah 3 
said: 


et oefe F474 ye 8, 7 PS Cr Or a eo | rr ost et vot Ss 
oo cathe Male G ge VSB oo N5] Det Cad atts ayy SAFI G55) typ 


BY ESSE eb CRE by O55 Oey 6 de E855 5 Goth si 
ou ace Moot ye pole tone pect. ef 
toSlall Mite 4 bas , Ghir lol 


(When anyone of you goes to bed, let him brush down the bed 
with his garment, for he does not know what has come on his 
bed since he left it. Then let him say, ‘In Your Name, O Lord, 
I lay down my side and in Your Name I raise it up; if You take 
my soul, have mercy on it, and if You send it back, protect it 
with that which You protect Your righteous servants ."'»!"| 


4550 ES MAL 
¢He keeps those (souls) for which He has ordained death> 
means, those which have died, and He returns the others back 
for an appointed term. As-Suddi said, “For the rest of their 
lives. (71 
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “He keeps 


the souls of the dead and sends back the souls of the living, 
and He does not make any mistakes. 


Cage ol ALY BS a A> 
<Verily, in this are signs for a people who think deeply. 


EN or ae or 7 wow the 2g th Saye é Avde og 
Wolis GS IS tee TI BEE A ots DART 
“il 8 5 Dats oh BONG ogcl Gh A he eat & 
1) Fath ALBari 11:130, Muslim 4 :2084. 
(2) At-Tabari 21:298. 
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48 G55 
443. Have they taken as intercessors besides Allah? Say: “Even 
if they have power over nothing whatever and have no 
intelligence?’'> 


444. Say: “To Allah belongs all intercession. His is the 
sovereignty of the heavens and the earth. Then to Him you shall 
be brought back.""> 


445. And when Allah Alone is mentioned, the hearts of those 
who believe not in the Hereafter are filled with disgust and 
when those besides Him are mentioned, behold, they rejoice!» 


There is no Intercession except with Allah, and how the 
Idolators are filled with Disgust when Allah is 
mentioned alone 


Allah condemns the idolators for taking intercessors besides 
_ Allah, namely the idols and false gods whom they have taken 
on the basis of their own whims, with no evidence or proof. 
These idols are not able to do anything; they have no minds 
with which to think, and they cannot hear or see. They are 
inanimate and are much worse off than animals. Then Allah 
says: ‘Say - O Muhammad - to these people who claim that 
those whom they have taken as intercessors with Allah, that 
intercession is of no avail except for the one with whom Allah 
is pleased and to whom He has granted permission to 
intercede. The whole matter rests with Him.’ 


€ia33h Vy eke GE call 5 > 


«Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His 
permission? (2:255). 


CNG 5c it Alp 
His is the sovereignty of the heavens and the earth.> 
means, He is the One Who is in control of all that. 
€Sp35 ath > 


Then to Him you shall be brought back.> 
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Mujahid said, “Their 
hearts are filled with disgust means they recoil in horror.”!! 
This is like the Ayah: 


des Bi a Yh Ja DE ped 
€Truly, when it was said to them: ‘'L@ ilaha illa Allah," they 
puffed themselves up with pride.> (37:35) 


which means, they were too proud to follow it. Their hearts 
could not accept anything good, and whoever cannot accept 
good will accept evil. Allah says: 


esis on Sel 83 15> 


dand when those besides Him are mentioned,> 


(1) At-Tabari 21:301. 
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meaning, the idols and false gods - this was the view of 
Mujahid - 
Ci E5 oh > 
<behold, they rejoice!> means, they feel happy. 
Gd Ae & SE SG Cal as BS egcatl ae ir yp 
GS do As ae ENT gC I nh TG MME os YE 
Aik nots OSG BO Al os A LS OT St 
qT oy BEE gy BS Wee Us Stes 
446. Say: “O Allah! Creator of the heavens and the earth! All- 
Knower of the unseen and the seen! You will judge between 
your servants about that wherein they used to differ.""> 


€47. And those who did wrong, if they had all that is on the 
earth and therewith as much again, they verily, would offer it 
to ransom themselves therewith on the Day of Resurrection from 
the evil torment; and there will become apparent to them from 
Allah what they had not been reckoning .> 


€48. And the evils of that which they earned will become 
apparent to them, and that which they used to mock at will 
encircle them .> 


How to supplicate 


After condemning the idolators for their love of Shirk and their 
hatred of Tawhid, Allah then says: 


BG ca as GNI ogc LU Sit > 

<Say: ‘'O Allah! Creator of the heavens and the earth! All- 

Knower of the unseen and the seen!...""> 
meaning, ‘call you upon Allah Alone with no partner or 
associate, Who has created the heavens and the earth and 
originated them,’ i.e., made them like nothing that ever before 
existed. 

¢All-Knower of the unseen and the seen!» 

means, what is secret and what is open. 
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kowe 45 OE Ug Ait, & KE Np 
€You will judge between your servants about that wherein they 
used to differ. 


means, in this world; ‘You will judge between them on the Day 
when they are resurrected and brought forth from their 
graves.’ In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Abu Salamah bin 
‘Abdur-Rahman said, “I asked ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, how the Messenger of Allah # started his prayer 
when he stood up to pray at night. She said, may Allah be 
pleased with her: ‘When the Messenger of Allah #% stood up to 
pray at night, he would start his prayer with the words: 


lt e255 SI BE hae Ke he 5 be 
ab REI US pad OBER 43 IGE LS Date 35 SS CT yb 

tote ble Mt ts a hy Guy Sad gy 
‘O Allah, Lord of Jibril, Mika’il and Israfil, Creator of the 
heavens and the earth, Knower of the unseen and the seen, You 
will judge between Your servants concerning that wherein they 
differ. Guide me with regard to that wherein there is dispute 


concerning the truth by Your leave, for You guide whomsoever 
You will to the straight path») 


No Ransom will be accepted on the Day of Resurrection 
Cibo SI Sd 
¢And those who did wrong,> means, the idolators. 
41s WS Ce ANT 3 > 
¢if they had all that is in earth and therewith as much again,> 


orreeg 


<they verily, would offer it to ransom themselves therewith from 
the evil torment ;> 


means, that which Allah has decreed for them on the Day of 
Resurrection. But the ransom will not be accepted from them, 


(1) Muslim 2:534. 
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even if it were to be an earth-full of gold as He mentioned 
elswhere (3:91). Then Allah says: 


45252 


45552 BS ac Cal Rat) a o> 
¢and there will become apparent to them from Allah what they 
had not been reckoning .> 
which means, when they come to realize what Allah’s 
punishment for them will be, which they had never before 
imagined. 
dire U Lies a 45 
¢And the evils of that which they earned will become apparent 
to them,> 
means, they will see the punishment for the forbidden actions 
and sins which they committed in this world. 
SES ay WG rt ies > 
¢and that which they used to mock at will encircle them.> 
means, the punishment which they used to make fun of in 
this world will encompass them. 
ad ## “< a CH 35 G aes Ads a es # hs 
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449. When harm touches man, he calls to Us (for help); then 

when We have changed it into a favor from Us, he says: ‘Only 

because of knowledge I obtained it." Nay, it is only a trial, but 

most of them know not!> 

450. Verily, those before them said it, yet (all) that they had 

earned availed them not.> 

€51. So, the evil results of that which they earned overtook 

them. And those who did wrong of these will also be overtaken 

by the evil results for that which they earned; and they will 

never be able to escape .> 


€52. Do they not know that Allah expands the provision for 


Stirah 39. Az-Zumar (49 - 52) (Part-24) 403 


whom He wills, and straitens it. Verily, in this are signs for 
the folk who believe!> 


How Man changes when He is blessed after suffering 
Harm 


Allah tells us how man, when he is suffering from harm, prays 
to Allah, turning to Him in repentance and calling upon Him, 
but when He makes things easy for him, he transgresses and 
commits sins. 
€Only because of knowledge | obtained it .> 


means, ‘because Allah knows that I deserve it; if it were not 
for the fact that Allah regards me as special, He would not 
have given me this.’ Qatadah said, “Because I know that I 
deserve it.”'! Allah says: 


<Nay, it is only a trial,» meaning, ‘the matter is not as he 
claims; on the contrary, We have blessed him with this as a 


test to see whether he will be obedient or disobedient — 
although We have prior knowledge of that.’ In fact, it is a trial. 


4 AS 


$55 SLs ¥ pakest Ish 


<but most of them know not!» So they say what they say and 
claim what they claim. 


545 of Gall Us ay 
<Verily, those before them said it,» means, the previous nations 


who came before said the same things and made the same 
claims, 


qty. SS IW pee KA G> 
€yet (all) that they had earned availed them not.> 


means, what they said was not right and all that they had 
gathered did not save them. 


48 5, Gb Sul HO uo Sees peick> 


(1) At-Tabari 21:301. 
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€So, the evil results of that which they earned overtook them. 
And those who did wrong of these...> 


means, the people who are addressed here, 
QT GEES pats 
<will also be overtaken by the evil results (torment) for that 
which they earned ;> 


just as happened to those earlier peoples. 
Kigpets oh USP 
¢and they will never be able to escape.> 


This is like the Ayah in which Allah tells us how Qarin 

reacted when his people told him: 
SiG EH 5H OK a We LA dg Es 
i 8 GN g SCT BG “A Gt Ce Oh GY = as 
Me DNS HAL Bice LF Koh TH J6 GU 22 9 

ORAM 233 JAG CO FE BE LB & atti o, 

€"Do not exult, verily, Allah likes not those who exult. But 
seek, with that (wealth) which Allah has bestowed on you, the 
home of the Hereafter, and forget not your portion of lawful 
enjoyment in this world; and do good as Allah has been good to 
you, and seek not mischief in the land. Verily, Allah likes not 
the corrupters."" He said: ‘'This has been given to me only 
because of the knowledge I possess.'’ Did he not know that 
Allah had destroyed before him generations, men who were 
stronger than him in might and greater in the amount (of 
riches) they had collected? But the criminals will not be 
questioned of their sins."') (28:76-78). 


And Allah says: 


oa 2 


¢And they say: ‘We are more in wealth and in children, and 
we are not going to be punished ."’> (34:35). 


4315 AS oA) Sf LE SIL > 
€Do they not know that Allah expands the provision for whom 
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453. Say: “O My servants who have papers ails 


themselves! Despair not of the mercy of Allah, verily, Allah 
forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .'"> 


€54. “And turn in repentance (and in obedience with true 
faith) to your Lord and submit to Him before the torment comes 
upon you, (and) then you will not be helped.''> 

€55. “And follow the best of that which is sent down to you 
from your Lord, before the torment comes on you suddenly 
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while you perceive not!''> 


€56. Lest a person should say: “Alas, my grief that I was 
undutiful to Allah, and I was indeed among those who 
mocked .""> 


457. Or (lest) he should say: ‘If only Allah had guided me, I 
should indeed have been among those who have Taqwa .’’> 


€58. Or (lest) he should say when he sees the torment: “If only 
I had another chance, then I should indeed be among the doers 
of good."'> 


459. Yes! Verily, there came to you My Ayat and you denied 
them, and were proud and were among the disbelievers.> 


The Call to repent before the Punishment comes 


This Ayah is a call to all sinners, be they disbelievers or 
others, to repent and turn to Allah. This Ayah tells us that 
Allah, may He be blessed and exalted, will forgive all the sins 
of those who repent to Him and turn back to Him, no matter 
what or how many his sins are, even if they are like the foam 
of the sea. This cannot be interpreted as meaning that sins 
will be forgiven without repentance, because Shirk can only be 
forgiven for the one who repents from it. Al-Bukhari recorded 
that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said that 
some of the people of Shirk killed many people and committed 
Zina (illegal sexual acts) to a great extent; they came to 
Muhammad 3 and said, “What you are saying and calling us 
to is good; if only you could tell us that there is an expiation 
for what we have done.” Then the following Aydt were 
revealed: 


Si yy a a ol Oat 6S HF an Yh af ark, Vil 
43 


¢And those who invoke not any other god along with Allah, 
nor kill such person as Allah has forbidden, except for just 
cause, nor commit illegal sexual intercourse (25:68). 


Cl 5 oe WEY Ll & dl Soll cans Sp 


<Say: "O My servants who have transgressed against 
themselves! Despair not of the mercy of Allah.> 
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This was also recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud and An- 
Nasa’.'"] What is meant by the first Ayah (25:68) is: 


ie LE Be) ales GE Yd 
<Except those who repent and believe, and do righteous deeds 
(25:70). 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Asma’ bint Yazid, said, “I heard 
the Messenger of Allah #& reciting, 


dpe 2% Je Ap 
verily, his work is unrighteous> (11:46). And I heard him x say: 
2 I Oy ah 5 Sy ULE pet Sle oof Salt sate 
Gor sith £8 BG pe of 
(Say: “‘O My servants who have transgressed against 
themselves! Despair not of the mercy of Allah, verily, Allah 
forgives all sins He does not reckon him Truly, He is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful) .”'! 
This was also recorded by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi.!*! 
All of these Hadiths indicate that what is meant is that Allah 
forgives all sins provided that a person repents. Additionally, 
one must not despair of the mercy of Allah even if his sins are 


many and great, for the door of repentance and mercy is 
expansive. Allah says: 


Kaasle Se Sl Sa hal AHL Sp 


€Know they not that Allah accepts repentance from His 
servants (9:104). 

45 OAS Of ant a pes BE uy Tat iy 
¢And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks 
Allah's forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.» (4:110). 


Concerning the hypocrites, Allah says: 


") Fath Al-Bari 8:411, Muslim 1:113, Abu Dawud 4:166, An-Nasa7 
in Al-Kubra 446. 

2] Ahmad 6:454. 

(31 Abu Dawud 4:285, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi9:111. 
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6 ot Ty Shs 2 TS GS SN 253t gy Sasttll > 
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<Verily, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depth (grade) of the 
Fire; no helper will you find for them. Except those who 
repent, and do righteous good deeds (4:145-146). 


And Allah says: 
So 5 VW oS Ss A ae at Sy IG St ee tly 
(Oli Le LE UT Si ot Oi Ge, 
<Surely, disbelievers are those who said: “Allah is the third of 
the three (in a Trinity).”” But there is no god but One. And if 
they cease not from what they say, verily, a painful torment 
will befall on the disbelievers among them .> (5:73). 


Then He says: 
CLS Shs Bh BCS ty ies SD 
€Will they not turn in repentance to Allah and ask His 
forgiveness? For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.> 
(5:74) 
And Allah says: 
QB SF SBI Sil GS SM Sy 
€Verily, those who put into trial the believing men and 
believing women (by torturing them), and then do not turn in 
repentance (to Allah)> (85:10). 
Al-Hasan Al-Basri, may Allah have mercy on him, said, “Look 
at this generosity and kindness! They killed His close friends 
but He still called them to repentance and forgiveness.” There 
are many Ayét on this topic. 

The Two Sahihs record the Hadith of Abu Said, may Allah 
be pleased with him, from Messenger of Allah # about the 
man who killed ninety-nine people. Later on, he regretted it 
and asked a worshipper among the Children of Israel whether 
he could repent. He told him no, so he killed him, thus 
completing one hundred. Then he asked one of their scholars 
whether he could repent. He said, “What is stopping you from 
repenting?” Then he told him to go to a town where Allah was 
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worshipped. He set out for that town, but death came to him 
while he was on the road. The angels of mercy and the angels 
of punishment disputed over him, so Allah commanded them 
to measure the distance between the two towns; whichever he 
was closer to was the one to which he belonged. They found 
that he was closer to the town he was heading for, so the 
angels of mercy took him. It was said that when he was dying, 
he moved himself (towards that town), and Allah commanded 
the good town to move closer to him and the other town to 
move away.''! This is basic meaning of the Hadith; we have 
quoted it in full elsewhere. 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, commented on the Ayah: 


4 are te ty Sot o-oe pPost gy 6 AN fe tte ee ee 

Sot Ab at A WEY al & Il call woes Sp 
< 

qe 


€Say: “O My servants who have transgressed against 
themselves! Despair not of the mercy of Allah, verily, Allah 
forgives all sins...""> 


Allah invites all to His forgiveness; those who claim that the 
Messiah is God, those who claim that the Messiah is the son 
of God, those who claim that Uzayr is the son of God, those 
who claim that Allah is poor, those who claim that the Hand 
of Allah is tied up, and those who say that Allah is the third of 
three [Trinity]. Allah says to all of these: 


£ 
Bete Sad eceee 


4 AS SAS i ES A th he SID 
qWill they not turn in repentance to Allah and ask His 


forgiveness? For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.> 
(5:74). 


And He calls to repentance the one who says something even 
worse than that, the one who says, 1 am your Lord most 
high,’ and says, 


tse oh GE Le Up 
<"T know not that you have a god other than me."'> (28:38). 
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Anyone who 


"l Fath AlLBari 6:591. 
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makes the servants of Allah despair of His mercy after this, 
has rejected the Book of Allah, but a person cannot repent 
until Allah decrees that he should repent.”!?! 


At-Tabarani recorded that Shutayr bin Shakal said, “I heard 
Ibn Mas‘td say, The greatest Ayah in the Book of Allah is: 


Cra Git AH VSD 
¢Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Ever 


Living, the One Who sustains and protects all that 
exists>(2:255). 


The most comprehensive Ayah in the Qur’an concerning good 
and evil is: 


4224 ih 2 a 
Verily, Allah enjoins justice and Al-Ihsan> (16:90). 


The Ayah in the Qur’aén which brings the most relief is in 
Strat Az-Zumar. 


48 5 on WS gil & isl Gal ates BY 
<Say: “O My servants who have transgressed against 
themselves! Despair not of the mercy of Allah."'> 
And the clearest Ayah in the Qur’an about reliance on Allah is: 
88 VES bE BASE AD 
¢And whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make a way for 


him to get out (from every difficulty). And He will provide him 
from (sources) he never could imagine} (65:2-3).’ 


Masraq said to him; ‘You have spoken the truth.”"?! 


Hadiths which tell us not to despair 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “I heard the Messenger of Allah 2, 
say: 


af o5Mlg ea 35 G aSutht QS 2s hET Stee AE ally 


"Il Recorded by Ibn Jarir and Ibn Al-Mundhir, see Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 
5 :621. 


[2] At-Tabarani 9 :142. 
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3) oe) a RY yr tae ~ 60 ths 5s ex 455 3 
(By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, if you were to commit 
sin until your sins filled the space between heaven and earth, 
then you were to ask Allah for forgiveness, He would forgive 
you. By the One in Whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, if 
you did not commit sin, Allah would bring other people who 
would commit sins and then ask Allah for forgiveness so that 
He could forgive them .»1l 
This was recorded only by Ahmad. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Ayydb Al-Ansari, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said, as he was on his deathbed, “I have 


concealed something from you that I heard from the 
Messenger of Allah 2%; he said: 


uf you did not commit sins, Allah would create people who 
would sin so that He could forgive them.»” 
This was recorded by Imam Ahmad; it was also recorded by 
Muslim in his Sahih, and by At-Tirmidhi.!! 
Allah encourages His servants to hasten to repent, as He 
says: 
A UY KS HL Gach> 
¢And turn in repentance (and in obedience with true faith) to 
your Lord and submit to Him> 
meaning, turn back to Allah and submit yourselves to Him. 
éSurad 174 L0G Kak Jy o> 
<before the torment comes upon you, (and) then you will not be 
helped .> 


means, hasten to repent and do righteous deeds before His 
wrath comes upon you. 


1) Ahmad 3:238. 
1 Anmad 5:414, Muslim 4:2105, Tuhfat ALAhwadhi 9 :223. 
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¢And follow the best of that which is sent down to you from 
your Lord,> 

means, the Qur'an. 


fo PDee Zrer 4 


4508 YOY ee ool peck fu o> 
<before the torment comes on you suddenly while you perceive 
not!> 
means, without you realizing it. 
48S GG CE S55 5 SE DB 
<Lest a person should say: “Alas, my grief that I was 
undutiful to Allah...""> 


means, on the Day of Resurrection, the sinner who neglected 
to repent and turn back to Allah will regret it, and will wish 
that he had been one of the righteous who obeyed Allah. 


Cin SILT oy 
€and I was indeed among those who mocked .> 


means, ‘my actions in this world were those of one who 
ridicules and makes fun, not of one who has firm faith and is 
sincere.’ 


JG SS tae Go Mult & Sed wits dl ON I Le sl 

{Hall & Sb Hee ca 
<Or (lest) he should say: “If only Allah had guided me, I 
should indeed have been among those who have Taqwa "'. Or he 


should say when he sees the torment: ‘If only I had another 
chance, then I should indeed be among the doers of good."'> 


means, he will wish that he could go back to this world, so 
that he could do righteous deeds. ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported 
that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Allah 
tells us what His servants will say before they say it and what 
they will do before they do it. He says: 


45 J ae > 


And none can inform you like Him Who is the All-Knower> 
(35:14). 


qs Hac. ae 24 34 - ¢ re Sot 44 ager eo es 4c 
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<Lest a person should say: ‘Alas, my grief that I was 
undutiful to Allah, and I was indeed among those who 
mocked."" Or he should say: “If only Allah had guided me, ! 
should indeed have been among those who have Taqwa." Or he 
should say when he sees the torment: “If only I had another 
chance, then I should indeed be among the doers of good."'>.'"! 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, “The 
Messenger of Allah 3% said: 


gcse 355 1 guia an Sh 5s deli 3 Saad 7 ot at 
JG glds Gi Of Vi 085 jt Gy has cy Zed gal 385: bu 

Ks J b,53 
tEach of the people of Hell will be shown his place in Paradise 
and he will say, “If only Allah had guided me!" so it will be a 
source of regret for him. And each of the people of Paradise will 
be shown his place in Hell and he will say, “If it were not for 


the fact that Allah guided me," so it will be a cause of 
thanks .»’4?I 


It was also narrated by An-Nasai.'*! 


When the sinners wish that they could return to this world so 
that they could believe the Aydt of Allah and follow His 
Messengers, Allah will say: 


Daw Se ES KG EG gor BES HD 


€Yes! Verily, there came to you My Ayat and you denied 
them, and were proud and were among the disbelievers.> 


meaning, ‘O you who regret what you did, My Aydt did come 
to you in the world, and My proof was established against you, 
but you rejected it and were too arrogant to follow it, and you 
were among those who disbelieved in it.’ 


Il At-Tabari 21:316. 
[21 Ahmad 1:512. 
'3] Ahmad no. 10660, An-Nasai7 in Al-Kubré 6 :447. 
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460. And on the Day of Resurrection you will see those who 


lied against Allah - their faces will be black. Is there not in Hell 
an abode for the arrogant?> 


€61. And Allah will deliver those who have Taqwa to their 


places of success. Evil shall touch them not, nor shall they 
grieve.» 


The Consequences for Those Who tell Lies against Allah 
and for Those Who have Taqwa 
Allah tells us that on the Day of Resurrection, some faces will 
be blackened and some will be whitened. The faces of those 
who followed splits and divisions will be blackened, and the 
faces of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamd‘ah will be whitened. Allah 
says here: 
dai BUS Sod 63 cecal p> 

And on the Day of Resurrection you will see those who lied 

against Allah> 
meaning, by their claims that He had partners or offspring. 


Seles PSDP 
< ed coed rere 


<their faces will be black.» means, because of their lies and 
fabrications. 
45520 SE GE a Cilp 
<ls there not in Hell an abode for the arrogant?> 


means, is not Hell sufficient for them as a prison and 
humiliating final destination, because of their stubborn pride, 
arrogance and refusal to follow the truth? 


€ gig, Gil oat i 55> 
¢And Allah will deliver those who are those who have Taqwa to 
their places of success .> 


means, because of what Allah has decreed for them of 
happiness and victory. 
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qc52i ge YP 
¢Evil shall touch them not,> means, on the Day of Resurrection. 
4454 a > 
<nor shall they grieve.» means, the greater terror (of that Day) 


will not cause them grief, for they will be safe from all grief and 
removed from all evil, and they will attain all that is good. 


CNG ogc Ui A 3S A KF EB fst Je be a> 
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CGS iS A HY ra 
€62. Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is the Trustee 
over all things.> 


463. To Him belong the Magilid of the heavens and the earth. 
And those who disbelieve in the Ayat of Allah, such are they 
who will be the losers.> 


464. Say: ‘Do you order me to worship other than Allah? O 
you fools!’'» 

€65. And indeed it has been revealed to you, as it was to those 
before you: “If you join others in worship with Allah, surely 


your deeds will be in vain, and you will certainly be among the 
losers .""> 


€66. Nay! But worship Allah, and be among the grateful .> 


Allah is the Creator and Controller, and associating 
others in worship with Him cancels out Good Deeds 


Allah tells us that He is the Creator, Lord, Sovereign and 
Controller of all things; everything is subject to His dominion, 
power and guardianship. 


CAG opel ance Ap 
<To Him belong the Magiilid of the heavens and the earth.» 


Mujahid said, “Maqdlid means ‘keys’ in Persian.” This was also 
the view of Qatadah, Ibn Zayd and Sufyan bin Uyaynah.!! 


{1 Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 7 :243, At-Tabari 21 :321. 
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As-Suddi said: 
CaN sect dy Ab 
To Him belong the Magalid of the heavens and the earth.> 


“The treasures of the heavens and the earth.”") Both opinions 
mean that the control of all things is in the Hand of Allah, 
may He be blessed and exalted, for His is the dominion and to 
Him is the praise, and He is able to do all things. He says: 


4A cst WAS uly 
¢And those who disbelieve in the Ayat of Allah,> 
meaning, His proof and evidence, 
eanrcSli ob Hit 
such are as who will be the losers.> 
shell GAA ays 31 Sy 

<Say: “Do you order me to worship other than Allah? O you 
fools!’'» 


The reason for the revelation of this Ayah was narrated by Ibn 
Abi Hatim and others from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, that the idolators in their ignorance called the 
Messenger of Allah # to worship their gods, then they would 
worship his God with him. Then these words were revealed: 


5§ AS on SS BY Gy Goh GH GSI GAA Sets it ZG Bp 
ConA & FXG We HE Hh 


<Say: “Do you order me to worship other than Allah? O you 
fools!" And indeed it has been revealed to you, as it was to 
those before you: “If you Join others in worship with Allah, 
surely your deeds will be in vain, and you will certainly be 
among the losers."">'! 


This is like the cas 
dibs See UE ee Ls iBT Sp 
<But if they had joined in ae silts with Allah, all that 


1) At-Tabari 21:321. 
21 See At-Tabari, the Tafsir of Surat Al-Kafiran. 
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they used to do would have been of no benefit to them.> (6:88). 
¢Nay! But worship Allah, and be among the grateful .> 


means, ‘you and those who follow you and believe in you 
should make your worship sincerely for Allah Alone, with no 
partner or associate.’ 


ed 


24 gti aot Gy REE ONG wl K SSE OD 
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67. They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to 
Him. And on the Day of Resurrection the whole of the earth 
will be grasped by His Hand and the heavens will be rolled up 
in His Right Hand. Glorified be He, and High be He above all 
that they associate as partners with Him!> 


The Idolators did not make a just Estimate of Allah such 
as is due to Him 


€u,5 F >~ ai io 53> 


€They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to 

Him .> 
means, the idolators did not give Allah His due when they 
worshipped others alongside Him. He is the Almighty, and 
there is none mightier than Him; He is the One Who is able to 
do all things; He is the Owner of all things and everything is 
under His control and power. Mujahid said, “This was revealed 
concerning Quraysh.” As-Suddi said, “They did not venerate 
Him as He deserves to be venerated.”'! Muhammad bin Ka‘b 
said, “If they had made a just estimate of Allah such as is due 
to Him, they would not have lied.” ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported 
that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 


a1, F Si in U5 


They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to 
Him .> 


(1) At-Tabari 21:321. 


418 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


“These are the disbeliever who did not believe that Allah had 
power over them. Whoever believes that Allah is able to do all 
things, has made a just estimate of Allah such as is due to 
Him, and whoever does not believe that, has not made a just 
estimate of Allah such as is due to Him.”!! 

Many Hadiths have been narrated concerning this Ayah and 
how it and other Aydt like it are to be interpreted and 
accepted without any attempts to twist or change the meaning. 
Concerning the Ayah, 


4155 F ai 15% Uy 


<They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to 
Him.> 


Al-Bukhari recorded that ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘Gd, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “One of the rabbis came to the 
Messenger of Allah # and said, ‘O Muhammad! We learn that 
Allah will put the heavens on one finger, the earths on one 
finger, the trees on one finger, the water and dust on one 
finger, and the rest of creation on one finger, then He will say: 
I am the King.’ The Messenger of Allah # smiled so broadly 
that his molars could be seen, in confirmation of what the 
rabbi had said. Then the Messenger of Allah 3 recited: 


27 Ue re < - pee *o fe Ls We ee 
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<They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him, 
And on the Day of Resurrection the whole of the earth will be 
grasped by His Hand>.”'?! 


Al-Bukhari also recorded this in other places of his Sahih. It 
was also recorded by Imam Ahmad and Muslim, and by At- 
Tirmidhi and An-Nas&7i in the (books of) Tafsir in their 
Sunans,'91 
Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “I heard 

the Messenger of Allah 3 say: 

zi tcl if ars < ttre Fa Gem || shits Gal Si al ads 
(1) At-Tabari 21 :321. 
2) Fath ALBari 8 :412. 
3! Fath ALBari 13:404, Ahmad 1:429, Muslim 2147, Tuhfat Al- 

Ahwadhi9:112 - 113, An-Nasaiin Al-Kubré 6:446. 
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162591 4 a 
‘Allah will grasp the earth and roll up the heavens in His 


Right Hand, then He will say: “I am the King, where are the 
kings of the earth?''v"! 


This version was recorded only by Al-Bukhari; Muslim 
recorded another version.!?! 
Al-Bukhari also recorded from Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah be 
pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah 3% said: 


aioe) 5 55 ceil ole 55M Aw (Bi ak Is S56 1 of? 
uch Gf Be cae 


tOn the Day of Resurrection, Allah, may He be blessed and 
exalted, will grasp the earth with one finger, and the heavens 
will be in His Right Hand, then He will say, “I am the 
King.”"s!31 


This version was also recorded by Al-Bukhdari It is recorded 
that Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The 
Messenger of Allah #% recited this Ayah on the Minbar one 
day: 


(3 3 cu 9h ee 
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<They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him. 
On the Day of.Resurrection the whole earth will be grasped by 
His Hand and the heavens will be rolled up in His Right Hand. 
Glorified be He, and High be He above all that they associate as 
partners with Him!> 
The Messenger of Allah # said while moving his hand 
forward and backward: 


one SU CE Fasalt oh auch cf sca of Sead of as So tea 
tAnd the Lord will glorify Himself, saying "I am Compeller, I 
am the Proud, I am the King, I am the Mighty, I am the Most 


I'l Fath ALBari 8:413. 
[2] Muslim 4:2148. 
13) Fath AL-Bari 13 :404. 
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Seis 14 ear Generous.""» 


PNG NGA oh BG FBS And the Minbar 
es rmee otic oth ic Actes, 2, || Shook so much that 
ye ie Ifo ce al 4.3 Faas + seren} we feared that the 
es eed i Ca al ee s aK oe 28% x ane, 
vhs EST oil MTT Meseenert of FRAN. # 
PICA Tee ge, Be reed ce |)would fall. This 
SylnYias SIL oes la “Jbo=l was also recorded by 


= i= 


og heen, CS AtASA oq 46 «<% org te Muslim, An-Nasa’i 
Calin ela, cL 2 5 39 and Ibn Majah.!?! 


7 srt) 2-7 674 ore 4 {92 = Z afte i 
Unyalelstzcal« Ue yaa SN S225 Se eG a 
SARS erge A AW oc A carmen 2 aad 
S y abe a She oe Sead oY Ol 3 oS 2 5c5i 
2 CAKE 3. de of oe sk Ae Ace ate ae mere nat 
Pars 335 PAS Bp il 43 Ff GI He 
2 oe ae Ares etre ne net hen o oe bess : 3 . 
SSIS ai BESET IMS | ot ay aa 
Se SEG BONS COMETS |] CS Eas Go ot BNI 
x4 aed 4 - “4 rd te rds, 6 ty 7 
Nees NG OS feet oss GBS Seth aly 


oa W071 274 2 2 we oy eaters ocete || Bar oT pote acft e 
LAS GAS Ge Best 5 aTT || SUG dk To All 


O asintstpe et sors | os he ee ¥ ass 


MGS G1 MSLAIG; ilk ol 
CORN Mek 55 Aco chi Aezz 1468. And the Trumpet 
pet ee Oe lo be oun, and al 
who are in the heavens and all who are on the earth will swoon away, 
except him whom Allah wills. Then it will be blown another time, and 
behold they will be standing, looking on.> 
€69. And the earth will shine with the light of its Lord, and the Book 
will be presented, and the Prophets and the witnesses will be brought 
forward, and it will be judged between them with truth, and they will 
not be wronged.» 
€70. And each person will be paid in full of what he did; and He is 
Best Aware of what they do.> 


Ml Ahmad 2:72. 
(21 Muslim 4 :2148, An-Nasai in Al-Kubré 4:400, Ibn Majah 2:1429. 
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The Blast of the Trumpet, the Judgement and the 
Recompense 


Allah tells us about the terrors of the Day of Judgement, with 
its mighty signs and terrifying upheaval. 


425i aE BA G5 SSCA Go Gach ay a Gud 
¢And the Trumpet will be blown and all who are in the heavens 


and all who are on the earth will swoon away, except him 
whom Allah wills .> 


This will be the second trumpet-blast, which will cause people 
to die. By this trumpet-blast, everyone who is alive in the 
heavens and on earth will be caused to die, except for him 
whom Allah wills. Then the souls of the remaining creatures 
will be taken, until the last one to die will be the Angel of 
Death, and there will be left only the Ever Living, Eternal One, 
Who was there in the beginning and will be at the end, 
forever. He will say three times, 


€ 55 di 
<‘Whose is the kingdom this day?"’>, then He will answer Himself: 
40 seit > 
¢"'It is Allah's, the One, the Irresistible!''> (40:16). 


I am the One existing Alone, I subjugated all things and I 
decreed that all things must come to an end.’ Then the first 
one to be brought back to life will be Israfil, and Allah will 
command him to sound the Trumpet again. This will be the 
third trumpet-blast, the trumpet-blast of Resurrection.!") Allah 
says: 


46h 1G pb eal aa GS BD 


<Then it will be blown another time, and behold they will be 
standing, looking on> 


UM As explained earlier, the author has based his understanding of 
this point upon an unauthentic Hadith. The majority understand 
these Ayat and the authentic Hadith to imply two blasts of the Stir. 
Some of these narrations follow. 
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means, after they have been bones and dust, they will come 
alive, looking at the terrors of the Day of Resurrection. This is 
like the Aydt: 
(Did Ah Otis 15 2 i> 
But it will be only a single Zajrah,"! when behold, they find 
themselves alive.> (79:13-14) 


sty, q esos o & peo é om ° 
0G Vy EY of GU rales Stat S KER OD 


€On the Day when He will call you, and you will respond with 
His praise, and you will think that you have stayed (in this 
world) but a little while!> (17:52), and 


AA iy GAG te SG 4 2 OA BG Sl GE let Sop 

¢And among His signs is that the heaven and the earth stand 

by His command. Then afterwards when He will call you by a 

single call, behold, you will come out from the earth.» (30:25) 
Imam Ahmad recorded that a man said to ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, 
may Allah be pleased with him, “You say that the Hour will 
come at such and such time.” He said, “I thought that I would 
not narrate to you anymore. All that I said was that after a 
little while you would see something of great importance.” 
‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The 
Messenger of Allah 3% said: 


Sesol egd EKG al oo JES ea 
‘The Dajjal will emerge in my Ummah and he will stay among 
them for forty.» 


I do not know whether he said forty days or forty months or 
forty years or forty nights. 


arcs 31 532 SE ply dian ole wise SN cote Sud in Late 
Jt, ol og Sef ys EI IS bye By ay IGE id eo SF Eide 
ele LHD fs ad gb Bast Ogi 3s EAS Yy otey 4, 955 


"I See the Tafsir of Strat As-Saffat [37 :19]. 
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(Then Allah will send ‘Isa bin Maryam, peace be upon him, 
who resembles ‘Urwah bin Mas‘iid Ath-Thagafi, and he will 
prevail. Allah will destroy him (the Dajjal), then after that 
mankind will live for seven years with no enmity between any 
two people. Then Allah will send a cool wind from the direction 
of Ash-Sham, which will take the soul of every person who has 
even a speck of faith in his heart; even if one of them were to be 
inside the heart of a mountain, it would enter upon him.” 


He said, “I heard it from the Messenger of Allah 3: 
V5 Oyj og VY opt sil aie 2 Oe ap 
soln wae pA foes yi ees YY sacdy| ot jis iJ NSA bys 


bay #2 


3 ae ometé Sos BIG! Hs GS Ob Bo GAS ots 

says bods Wty thos ta dgls oD hol ‘i 5ef tess 9G cyl 

~ 5 BOE fia tn eit td dee Viel aed gad 

43 CA 9s cet SRT Sy 88 - oles ale Sai gf Sih te ish 

4 Bas> 5 cd! syle J. if su OF Sy 5b fa pA Up sel 
8 af ou 


‘There will be left the most evil of people, as light as birds and 
with the hard hearts of wild predators. They will not recognize 
any good or denounce any evil. Then Shaytan will appear to 
them and say, “Will you not obey me?" Then he will command 
them to worship idols and they will worship them. At that time 
they will have ample provision and a good standard of living. 
Then the Trumpet will be blown, and no one will hear it but he 
will tilt his head to listen. The first one to hear it will be a man 
who is filling his water trough, and he will die when he hears 
it. Then there will be no one left who has not died. Then Allah 
will send» - or - send down ‘rain like drizzle» —- or - shade 
- An-Nu‘man fone of the narrators] was not sure of its 
wording ‘from which the bodies of the people will grow. Then 
the Trumpet will be blown once more, and they will be 
standing, looking on. Then it will be said, “‘O mankind, come 
to your Lord, <But stop them, verily, they are to be 
questioned> (37:24). 


Then it will be said, 
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G53 Saas Gil 3 te dus 5 SS JG Et Sa; oof 
OGe 32 EK da5iy ts Sid hy Soe day sass 

«Send forth the people of Hell." It will be said, “How many?" 

It will said, “From every thousand, nine hundred and ninety- 

nine." On that Day, children will be resurrected gray-haired, 

and on that Day the Shin will be laid bare»! 

This was recorded by Muslim in his Sahih.'?! 


Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said that the Prophet #% said: 


0S iif BREN 3 
«Between the two blasts, there will be only forty.» 
They said, “O Abu Hurayrah, forty days?” He, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “I do not know.” They said, “Forty 


years?” He said, “I do not know.” They said, “Forty months?” 
He said, “I do not know.” 


tee 


SEI 53 43 0 Che YON Gog BG 
«Every part of a man will disinegrate apart from the root of his 
backbone, and out of that he will be created anew .1!*| 
465 of, SH aby 
¢And the earth will shine with the light of its Lord,> 


means, it will shine brightly on the Day of Resurrection when 
the Truth (Allah), may He be glorified and exalted, manifests 
Himself to His creation, to pass judgement. 


42S Reid 
¢and the Book will be presented>. Qatadah said, “The Book of 
deeds.”44 


issih alod 
<and the Prophets will be brought forward,> 
i Ahmad 2:166. 
7] Muslim 4 :2257. 


(31 Fath ALBari 8:414. 
(4] at-Tabari 21:335. 
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Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “They will 
bear witness against the nations, testifying that they conveyed 
the Message of Allah to them.”!! 


¢and the witnesses> means, witnesses from among the angels 
who record the deeds of all, good and evil alike. 


4AM eh Baad 
¢and it will be judged between them with truth,> 
means, with justice. 
465588 4 
¢and they will not be wronged.> Allah says: 


“ ° ve oe gC ek oe | te Fo te on pete oe 
Si KE SG ES oy GE FE LE Se gceil 455 Lat gS > 


¢<And We shall setup Balances of justice on the Day of 
Resurrection, then none will be dealt with unjustly in 
anything. And if there be the weight of a mustard seed, We 
will bring it. And Sufficient are We to take account.> (21:47) 


22: ar 2, ee ? Le se - - “ee St wr et et et 
Cees ON BE oe 85 Gi EE ys 555 TEL a VS > 


<Surely, Allah wrongs not even of the weight of a speck of 
dust, but if there is any good (done), He doubles it, and gives 
from Him a great reward .> (4:40) 


Allah says: 
eels Gk ¥ S5i5> 
And each person will be paid in full of what he did ;> 
meaning, of good and evil. 


igh (i 35d 
qand He is Best Aware of what they do>. 
CEE pA Sh ish cod wil de OS Kee Sy i all 0d 


Ol At-Tabari 21 :336. 
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€71. And those who disbelieved will be driven to Hell in groups 
till when they reach it, the gates thereof will be opened. And its 
keepers will say: “Did not the Messengers come to you from 
yourselves, reciting to you the Ayat of your Lord, and warning 
you of the meeting of this Day of yours?” They will say: 
“Yes,” but the Word of torment has been justified against the 
disbelievers!> 


472. It will be said: “Enter you the gates of Hell, to abide 
therein. And what an evil abode of the arrogant!''> 


How the Disbelievers will be driven to Hell 


Allah tells us how the doomed disbeliever will be driven to Hell 
by force, with threats and warnings. This is like the Ayah: 


ies He 8 st 6 
<The Day when they will be pushed down by force to the fire of 
Hell, with a horrible, forceful pushing.» (52:13) 
which means, they will be pushed and forced towards it, and 
they will be extremely thirsty, as Allah says: 
EAI, GE Sy fi SES NGS G0 Sy Sa 8s gD 
€The Day We shall gather those who have Taqwa unto the 


Most Gracious, like a delegation. And We shall drive the 
criminals to Hell, in a thirsty state.> (19:85-86) 


When they are in that state, they will be blind, dumb and 
deaf, and some of them will be walking on their faces: 


¢and We shall gather them together on the Day of Resurrection 
on their faces, blind, dumb and deaf; their abode will be Hell; 
whenever it abates, We shall increase for them the fierceness of 
the Fire> (17:97). 
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45S E58 ik SD 
<till when they reach it, the gates thereof will be opened .> 


means, as soon as they arrive, the gates will be opened 
quickly, in order to hasten on their punishment. Then the 
keepers of Hell, who are stern angels, severe and strong, will 
say to them by way of rebuking and reprimanding: 


4s 15 St 
«Did not the Messengers come to you from yourselves,> 


meaning, ‘of your own kind, so that you could have spoken to 
them and learned from them,’ 


4555 ite Ke Sed 
éreciting to you the Ayat of your Lord,> 


means, ‘establishing proof against you that what they brought 
to you was true,’ 


dis Kgs i Kass> 
dand warning you of the meeting of this Day of yours?> 


means, ‘warning you of the evil of this Day.’ The disbeliever 
will say to them: 
<5c> 


¢Yes,> meaning, ‘they did come to us and warn us and 
establish proof and evidence against us,’ 


4igSN & MN LF Ee 5555p 
<but the Word of torment has been justified against the 
disbelievers!> 


means, ‘but we rejected them and went against them, because 
we were already doomed, as it was decreed that we would be, 
because we had turned away from the truth towards 
falsehood.’ This is like the Aydt: 


SG cs Ss 35 OE SS He 5s KE IE dk SG al > 
Ag Oc js Io IN OF oak awe 

(Ot 
<Every time a group is cast therein, its keeper will ask: “Did 
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no warner come to you?" They will say: Yes, indeed a warner 
came to us, but we denied him and said: ‘Allah never revealed 
anything; you are only in great error."" And they will say : 
“Had we but listened or used our intelligence, we would not 
have been among the dwellers of the blazing Fire!’’» (67:9-10) 


which means, they will feel regret and will blame themselves. 
Ci pt ON OS 24 tp 
€Then they will confess their sin. So, away with the dwellers of 
the blazing Fire!> (67:11) 


means, they are lost and doomed. 
tis Gas ee CN OES a> 

€it will be said (to them): “Enter you the gates of Hell, to 

abide therein..."'> 
means everyone who sees them and the situation they are in, 
will testify that they deserve the punishment. These words are 
not attributed to any specific person, but they are said as an 
indication that the entire universe will bear witness that they 


deserve what they are suffering, in accordance with the 
judgement of the Most Just, the All-Knowing. Allah says: 


dis Gah Se AES Jad 
<lt will be said (to them): “Enter you the gates of Hell, to 
abide therein...''> 
meaning, ‘to stay there forever; you will never leave or depart.’ 


2 4ee 


Case SE SGD 
€And (indeed) what an evil abode of the arrogant!> 


means, ‘what an evil destiny and what an evil place to stay, 
because of your arrogance in this world and your refusal to 
follow the truth; this is what has led you to this, what an evil 
state and what an evil final destination!’ 
A Si EN cacy ute SE OS BSI Oy GT all 55> 
dau As A os Bai, BE GN GG ay 


€73. And those who had Taqwa will be led to Paradise in 
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groups till when they reach it, and its gates will be opened and 
its keepers will say: "Salam ‘Alaykum (peace be upon you)! 
You have done well, so enter here to abide therein forever ."'> 


¢74. And they will say: ‘‘All the praises and thanks be to Allah 
Who has fulfilled His promise to us and has made us inherit the 
land. We can dwell in Paradise where we will; how excellent a 
reward for the workers!''> 


The Believers will be taken to Paradise 


Here Allah tells us about the blessed believers, who will be 
taken to Paradise in groups, one group after another, starting 
with the best of them: those who are closest to Allah, then the 
most righteous, then the next best and the next best. Each 
group will be with others like them, Prophets with Prophets, 
the true believers with their peers, the martyrs with their 
counterparts, the scholars with their colleagues, every group 
composed of people of the same kind. 


ds 1 SD 


<till when they reach it,> means, when they arrive at the gates of 
Paradise, after passing over the Sirdt, where they will be 
detained on a bridge between Paradise and Hell, and any 
injustices that existed between them in this world will be 
settled until they have all been purified from sin through this 
trial. Then permission will be granted for them to enter 
Paradise. 

It was recorded in the Hadith about the Trumpet that when 
the believers reach the gates of Paradise, they will consult one 
another as to who should ask permission for them to enter. 
They will ask Adam, then Nuh, then Ibrahim, then Musa, then 
Isa, then Muhammad # (may blessings and peace be upon 
them all). This is akin to what will happen in the arena of 
judgement, when they will ask for someone to intercede for 
them with Allah when He comes to pass judgement. This is to 
show the noble position of Muhammad 3% above the rest of 
mankind in all situations. 

In Sahih Muslim, it is reported that Anas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah #¢ said: 
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«] will be the first intercessor in Paradise") 
According to the wording of Muslim: 


Baht Ot 8 4 S5t Ue 
WJ will be the first one to knock at the gates of Paradise .»'! 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah 3% said: 


~ Ans cd s6 cet ys S58 08 Gee cual gy Sei cu 
iS Sy ast Vf byt ay 5B - 58 

tJ will come to the gate of Paradise on the Day of Resurrection 

and will ask for it to be opened. The gatekeeper will say, ‘Who 

are you?” I will say “Muhammad.” He will say, “I was told 

about you and that I was not to open the gate for anyone before 

173) 
you.” 
It was also recorded by Muslim.|*) 


Imaém Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah # said: 


es Oas Y 3d Gd nl 5, o ye 0552 eal gb a5 dbh 
bang Can spbush aot cys S,b3is V5 cua Sets Y; 
igh A Sp DEES) pale tet JOG helt pdss EAM pty teay 
i le eS Sab V5 eS Git cdl be Al 55 

S85 OR BUS lO A carly 
‘The first group to enter Paradise will enter looking like the 
moon on the night when it is full. They will not spit there, or 
blow their noses, or defecate. Their vessels and combs will be of 
gold and silver, their censers will be of aloeswood and their 
sweat will be musk. Each of them will have two wives, the 
marrow of whose shin bones will be visible from beneath the 


skin because of their beauty. There will be no disputes between 
them and there will be no hatred; their hearts will be as if one 


(1 Muslim 1:188. 
(21 Muslim 1:188. 
{3} Ahmad 2:163. 
41 Muslim 1:188. 
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heart. They will glorify Allah morning and evening .0”"! 
This was also recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim.!) 


Al-Hafiz Abu Ya‘la recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah 3% said: 
oh oe ois Silly i I ch 5 ye Ee SLE 5 th 
V5 Sle V5 S35 V5 SIG V bear en a 653 558 Ll 
metigily BBV bytes Singh gabsy can buat 5 bess 
Spe GT taal pe Ge cel Jt GE Ye DET bolt 5A 
LS Ps e153 
‘The first group to enter Paradise will look like the moon on the 
night when it is full. They will be followed by a group which 
looks like the brightest star shining in the sky. They will not 
urinate or defecate or spit or blow their noses. Their combs will 
be of gold, their sweat will be musk and their censers will be of 
aloeswood. Their wives will be Al-Hir Al-‘Iyn, and they will 
all look the same, as if they are one person in the image of their 
father Adam, sixty cubits tall»! 
They [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] also produced this from the 
Hadith of Jabir."*! 
It was reported that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah #% said: 


iS cbs ters, hs tat Se he) ly Sei oi 

ih 
‘A group of my Ummah, seventy thousand, will enter Paradise 
with their faces shining like the moon on the night when it is 


full.» 


Ukkashah bin Mihsan stood up and said, ‘O Messenger of 
Allah, pray to Allah to make me one of them.’ He said, 


nes ala>'| eee 
I'l Ahmad 2:316. 
(2) Fath Al-Bari 6:367, Muslim 4 :2180. 


131 Abu Yala 10:470. 
(4] Fath ALBari 4:417, Muslim 4:2179. 
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‘O Allah, make him one of them.» 


Then one of the Ansar stood up and said, ‘O Messenger of 
Allah, pray to Allah to make me one of them.’ He said, 


tik Y Gis 
«Ukkashah has beaten you to it.»” 


This was recorded by (Al-Bukhari and Muslim).!"! 

This Hadith - about the seventy thousand who will enter 
Paradise without being brought to account - was also recorded 
by Al-Bukhari and Muslim from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, Jabir bin ‘Abdullah, Imran bin Husayn, Ibn 
Mas‘ad, Rifa‘ah bin ‘Arabah Al-Juhani and Umm Qays bint 
Mihsan - may Allah be pleased with them all - and also from 
Abu Hazim from Sahl bin Sa‘d, may Allah be pleased with 
them, who said that the Messenger of Allah 2 said: 


yah hat LT - if gute of - doe Aly Sai bah 
° ° ete fey oct -- } ~ oat PS -t Maes oats “Fe, os 
CSU AS al 3555 ole eats Eel dois aT fear 3s 
«Seventy thousand or seven hundred thousand of my Ummah 
will surely enter Paradise, holding on to one another, such that 


the first and last of them will enter Paradise together, with their 
faces looking like the moon on the night when it is full.» 


GHG Ab peak ME A SG il eds et Gy ED 


till when they reach it, and its gates will be opened and its 

keepers will say: “Salam ‘Alaykum (peace be upon you)! You 

have done well, so enter here to abide therein forever .''> 
This is a conditional sentence that is not complete. What it 
implies is that when they come to the gates of Paradise the 
gates will be opened for them as a sign of honor, and the 
angelic gatekeepers will meet them with glad tidings, greetings 
of peace and praise. Unlike the gatekeepers of Hell who will 
meet the disbelievers with rebuke and reprimand, the believers 
will be filled with happiness and joy, each according to his 


"'] Fath ALBGri 11:413, Muslim 1:197. 
[21 Fath AL-Bari 11:414, Muslim 1:197. 
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degree of luxury and delights. What happens after this is not 
mentioned; it is left for the imagination to think of its dearest 
wishes and be filled with hope. It is known from the Sahih 
Hadiths that Paradise has eight gates. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah 3% said: 


fabs dah igh ge eb ltd al foo gb Wt be 853 GAT ios 
BT ye SE Ys ala ot yy gd plan Jal ty oe 35 Sigh 
cole OU be ced alent Jal, SU Soy BIEN OU be ged BLS 

OEM OU Se coh pleat Jal be SB 545 
«Whoever spends a pair of something from his wealth for the 
sake of Allah, will be called from the gates of Paradise. Paradise 
has (several) gates. Whoever is among the people of prayer, will 
be called from the gate of Prayer; whoever is among the people 
of charity, will be called from the gate of Charity; whoever is 
among the people of Jihad, will be called from the gate of Jihad ; 
whoever is among the people of fasting, will be called from the 
Gate of Ar-Rayyan.»” 

Abu Bakr said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, it does not matter 
from which gate one is called, but will anyone be called from 
all of them?’ He 3% said, 

«Yes, and I hope that you will be one of them .0"""! 


Something similar was also recorded by Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim. |?! 


It was reported from Sahl bin Sa‘d, may Allah be pleased with 
him, that the Messenger of Allah # said: 
05 sla VY) Leas YSU id Ge SU Sigil cud de 3 Sp 
«In Paradise there are eight gates; one of them is called Ar- 
Rayyan, and no one will enter it except those who fast .»”* 
In Sahih Muslim, it is recorded that ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab, may 
I! Ahmad 2:268. 


2] Fath ALBGri 4:133, Muslim 2:711. 
(3) Fath Al-Bari 6:378, Muslim 2:808. 
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Allah be pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah 3% 
said: 
dy Y Sf gah bye ob ey ogh - Oo of - at Ge ct oe 
fy dey gu Zahi Sigh Fess Wy bt55 ote tt Sly ar 
wel igi 
«There ts no one among you who performs Wudii' and does it 
well, or - amply -, then he says: ‘I testify that there is none 
worthy of worship except Allah and that Muhammad is His 
servant and Messenger,” but the eight gates of Paradise will be 


opened for him and he will enter through whichever one he 
wishes 0") 


The Width of the Gates of Paradise 
We ask Allah to make us among its people. In the Two Sahihs, 
it is reported from Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with 
him, in the lengthy Hadith about intercession (that the 
Prophet 3 said): 
aie] iy jsf iy ale ok y ie jel (ies G 1 ipl al yin 
Ue Of Nady what Lad oclly AM wig 8 tn dsb hy 20 
Fd5 Ks 55 US - OU Solas 35 G - EN wylad by yet eall 55 
Sealy Ba - aly, By - Bij Ad jh 
‘Allah will say: “O Muhammad, admit those of your Ummah 
who are not to be brought to account, through the right-hand 
gate, and they will be counted among those who will enter from 
other gates as well."" By the One in Whose Hand is the soul of 
Muhammad, the distance between the two gateposts of the gates 
of Paradise is like the distance between Makkah and Hajar - or 
Hajar and Makkah .»” 
According to another report: 
tbetween Makkah and Busra.»'?! 
It was recorded in Sahih Muslim from Utbah bin Ghazwan 
that (the Prophet 3%) gave them a speech in which he told 


1) Muslim 1:209. 
2] Fath Al-BGri 8 :247, Muslim 1 :184. 
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them that the distance between the two gateposts of Paradise 
was the distance of a forty-year journey, but there would come 
a day when they would be packed with crowds of people.!"! 
Allah says, 
42) peak AC GSE A Sey 
dand its keepers will say: “Salam ‘Alaykum (peace be upon 
you)! You have done well,'’> 


meaning, ‘your deeds and words were good, and your efforts 
were good, and your reward is good.’ The Messenger of Allah 
#% issued commands during some of his military campaigns 
that it should be shouted out to the Muslims: 


CY bly, oy - LL 4B Vy Wey ¥ Sali Sp 


«No one enters Paradise except a Muslim soul» or, according 
to one report, 1A believing soul.»”!?1 


Allah says, 
Cin Gib 
¢so enter here to abide therein forever.» means, to dwell therein, 
never seeking any change. 
47585 B55 oA & LH S55) 
¢And they will say: ‘All the praises and thanks be to Allah 
Who has fulfilled His promise to us..."'} 


means, when the believers see the great reward and splendors, 
blessing and grand generosity, they will say, 


5585 5S 6M & Lily 
€All the praises and thanks be to Allah Who has fulfilled His 
promise to us> 


meaning, ‘the promise which He made to us through His 
Messengers who called us to this in the world.’ 


4H Gk I By Leal OB SS us & has tS > 
€Our Lord! Grant us what You promised unto us through 
P 8 


11] Muslim 4 :2278. 
[21 Fath Al-Bari 11:385. 
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Your Messengers and disgrace us not on the Day of 
Resurrection, for You never break (Your) promise>(3:194), 


Ob ck DHS TY 223 © oy ay Be oh & tt GD 
<a 
¢and they will say: ‘‘All the praises and thanks be to Allah, 
Who has guided us to this, and never could we have found 
guidance, were it not that Allah had guided us! Indeed, the 
Messengers of our Lord came with the truth."'> (7:43), and 


56S coll KS 3S ey GN al & Act > 
4And they will say: “All the praises and thanks be to Allah 
Who has removed from us (all) grief. Verily, our Lord is indeed 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate (good deeds). Who, 
out of His grace, has lodged us in a home that will last forever, 
where toil will touch us not nor weariness will touch us."> 
(35:34-35) 
red faeces A, 


diel 3h 25 AG ds Bol x, HE WN Ch 
and has made us inherit (this) land. We can dwell in Paradise 


where we will; how excellent a reward for the (pious) workers!> 
Abu Al-Aliyah, Abu Salih, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd 
said, “This means the land of Paradise.”"! This is like the 
Ayah: 

CALE Gis MI I SBN 2 be Og ee Ih 
€And indeed We have written in Az-Zabir after Adh-Dhikr 
that My righteous servants shall inherit the land.>'*! (21:105) 

they will say: 
<We can dwell in Paradise where we will> 


meaning, ‘wherever we want, we can settle; how excellent a 
reward for our efforts.’ 


") Al-Qurtubi 15 :287. 
2] See volume six, the Tafsir of Sarat Al-Anbiyd’ (21 :105). 
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In the Two Sahihs, it 
was reported in the 
story of the Mi‘raj 
which was narrated 
by Anas bin Malik, 
may Allah be pleased 
with him, that the 
Prophet #% said: 


tg 5 tial 2hesh 
’ a8 By 

GAG By RUT Le 
wht att 


‘7 


a4 


AxERt £wWw 2 
mera Fi SCE As 
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WoOAwWUIN oe pei NA ata] : 
RAS! in \. — 


vad a 


Kids 6 
i» “I was admitted into 
Paradise where I saw 
that its domes were 
pearls and its soil was 


musk v1] 


be 


eT OT 4 
EDELEE IG MKS 


FAGAN NEDA AGCON |e <a KEI 
SA apy AS ne BASES 9 Fa me oe > 3 gli de 


° if tI “yer ag f 4 aring 
eae re MERE: Z ieee 4 Zar Sils aves 34) Kath pre oa 
CEI SS 


Open See re OR era 
€75. And you 


will see the angels surrounding the Throne from all round, 
glorifying the praises of their Lord. And they will be judged 
with truth. And it will be said, ‘‘All the praises and thanks be 
to Allah, the Lord of all that exits.""> 


Allah tells us how He will pass judgement on the people of 
Paradise and Hell, and put each of them in the place fitting for 
him and for which he is suited; this is justice from Him and He 
is never unjust. Then He tells us of His angels who surround 
His majestic Throne, glorifying the praises of their Lord, 
extolling and magnifying Him, and declaring Him to be above 
any shortcomings or injustice whatsoever, for He has passed 
judgement in the fairest and most just manner. He says: 


{) Fath Al-Bari 11:547, Muslim 1:148. 
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4S (std 
<And they will be judged> meaning, all of creation. 
<A> 
with truth.> Then He says: 
dN SS A 55> 
€And it will be said, ‘All the praises and thanks be to Allah, 
the Lord of all that exits."> 


meaning, all of creation, whether animate or inanimate, will 
speak words of praise to Allah, the Lord of all that exists, for 
His wisdom and justice. These words are not attributed to any 
specific speaker, which indicates that the whole of creation will 
testify to His praise. Qatadah said, “Allah began His creation 
with praise, as He said, 
4GNG 2523 GE ail a Lip 
¢All praises and thanks be to Allah, Who created the heavens 
and the earth> (6:1). 


and He ended it with praise, as He says: 
inkl 55 A SIN Js By ge ots 
«And they will be judged with truth. And it will be said, ‘‘All 


the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of all that 
exits."y 711) 


0) At-Tabari 21 :344. 
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The Tafsir of Sirah Gh@fir™ 
(Chapter - 40) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 


The Virtues of the Sdrahs that begin with Ha Mim 


Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Everything 
has an essence and the essence of the Qur’an is the family of 
Ha Mim,” or he said, “the Ha Mims.”?1 Mis‘ar bin Kidam said, 
“They used to be called ‘the brides’.”*! All of this was recorded 
by the the Imam, great scholar, Abu Ubayd Al-Qasim bin 
Sallam, may Allah have mercy upon him, in his book Fadd’il 
Al-Qur’an."4| 

Humayd bin Zanjuyah narrated that ‘Abdullah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The parable of the Qur’an is that of a 
man who sets out to find a place for his family to stay, and he 
comes to a place where there is evidence of rainfall. While he 
is walking about, admiring it, he suddenly comes upon 
beautiful gardens. He says, 1 liked the first traces of rainfall, 
but this is far better.’ It was said to him, The first place is like 
the Qur’aén, and these beautiful gardens are like the splendor 
of family of Ha Mim in relation to the rest of the Qur’an’.” This 
was recorded by Al-Baghawi.'§] Ibn Mas‘id, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “When I reach the family of Ha Mim, it 
is like reaching a beautiful garden, so I take my time.”® 


Lah SF ty 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 


(1 This Surah is also known as Al-Mu’min. 
(2 Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 7 :268. 

(3! Al-Qurtubi 15 :288. 

(41 pp. 137, 138. 

(5S! A)-Baghawi 4:90. 

(6) al-Baghawi 4:90. 
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i wat St YS LAT pe Gp gall At & LIST ds Ged 
4a BAG VLG os 
€1. Ha Mim.> 


<2. The revelation of the Book is from Allah, the Almighty, the 
All-Knower.> 
43. The Forgiver of sin, the Acceptor of repentance, the Severe 
in punishment, the Bestower. La ilaha illa Huwa, to Him is the 
final return.> 
We have already discussed the individual letters at the 
beginning of Strat Al-Bagarah, and there is no need to repeat 
the discussion here. 
In a Hadith recorded by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi from 
one who heard it from the Messenger of Allah #&, it says: 


typat Vis b8 hn 2 dp 
tWhen you go to bed tonight, recite Ha Mim, La 
Yunsariin v1 
Its chain of narrators is Sahih. 
45 ui ws ah & si b> 
<The revelation of the Book is from Allah, the Almighty, the 
All-Knower.> 
means, this book - the Qur’aén - is from Allah, the Owner of 
might and knowledge, Who cannot be overtaken and from 
Whom nothing is hidden, not even an ant concealed beneath 
many layers. 
4AN Hs Sa Zed 
<The Forgiver of sin, the Acceptor of repentance,> 


means, He forgives sins that have been committed in the past, 
and He accepts repentance for sins that may be committed in 
the future, from the one who repents and submits to Him. 


46H yih> 


<the Severe in punishment,> means, to the one who persists in 


) Abu Dawud 3:74, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 5 :329. 
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transgression and prefers the life of this world, who stubbornly 
turns away from the commands of Allah and commits sin. This 
is like the Ayah: 
QAM Saal B yds 15 HL Saat Tf af ace tgp 
<Declare unto My servants that truly I am the Oft-Forgiving, 


the Most-Merciful. And that My torment is indeed the most 
painful torment. (15:49-50). 


These two attributes (mercy and punishment) are often 
mentioned together in the Qur'an, so that people will remain 
in a state of both hope and fear. 


S53 ssp 


<the Bestower.> Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, “This means He is Generous and Rich (Independent of 
means).”'] The meaning is that He is Most Generous to His 
servants, granting ongoing blessings for which they can never 
sufficiently thank Him. 


428 FH 5 WLS 5p 


¢And if you would count the favors of Allah, never could you 
be able to count them...) (16:18). 


45 J, Gy Y> 


<La ilaha illa Huwa} means, there is none that is equal to Him 
in all His attributes; there is no God or Lord besides Him. 


<iedl a)> 


<io Him is the final return.> means, all things will come back to 
Him and He will reward or punish each person according to his 
deeds. 


45 Sol bx op 
qand He is Swift at reckoning> (13:41). 
gh Yass Bits pty Jee cts Ba & SENG BOS 


1) At-Tabari 21:351. 
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OM 6G ay 2 ch WG ok oe aS pana ess 
44. None disputes in the Ayat of Allah but those who 
disbelieve. So let not their ability of going about here and there 
through the land (for their purposes) deceive you!> 

45. The people of Nith and the groups after them denied before 
these; and every nation plotted against their Messenger to seize 
him, and disputed by means of falsehood to refute therewith the 
truth. So I seized them, and how was My punishment!> 


46. Thus has the Word of your Lord been justified against those 
who disbelieved, that they will be the dwellers of the Fire.> 


One of the Attributes of the Disbelievers is That they 
dispute the Aydt of Allah - and The Consequences of 
that 


Allah tells us that no one rejects or disputes His signs after 
clear proof has come, 


iS Sai I> 
ébut those who disbelieve}, i.e., those who reject the signs of Allah 
and His proof and evidence. 
<i 5 pels S58 ED 
4So let not their ability of going about here and there through 
the land deceive you! 
means, their wealth and luxurious life. This is like the Ayah: 


2 tee ve 4otbe 


5 ese ee BASE Bal 3 WAS Gl cis Bs 
<Let not the free disposal (and affluence) of the disbelievers 
throughout the land deceive you. A brief enjoyment; then, their 
ultimate abode is Hell; and worst indeed is that place for rest .> 
(3:196-197) 

See he h A Bs 


We let them enjoy for a little while, then in the end We shall 
oblige them to (enter) a great torment .> (31:24). 
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Then Allah consoles His Prophet Muhammad 2% for the 
rejection of his people. He tells him that he has an example in 
the Prophets who came before him, may the blessings and 
peace of Allah be upon them all, for their nations disbelieved 
them and opposed them, and only a few believed in them. 


teh 5 oo heey 
<The people of Nith denied before these ;> 


Nuh was the first Messenger whom Allah sent to denounce 
and forbid idol worship. 


<pnats be SENG 
«and the groups after them> means, from every nation. 
dattls ty Bl Jee cis; 


and every (disbelieving) nation plotted against their Messenger 
to seize him,> 


means, they wanted to kill him by any means possible, and 
some of them did kill their Messenger. 


4H a [ont Jeclh (355) 


€and disputed by means of falsehood to refute therewith the 
truth.> 


means, they came up with specious arguments with which to 
dispute the truth which was so plain and clear. 


€So I seized them> means, ‘1 destroyed them, because of the sins 
they committed.’ ; 

ql,  GS> 
¢and how was My punishment!» means, ‘how have you heard 


that My punishment and vengeance was so severe and painful.’ 
Qatddah said, “It was terrible, by Allah.”!! 


ON OS ADS OM GE Oy LK Eh aSG> 


¢Thus has the Word of your Lord been justified against those 
who disbelieved, that they will be the dwellers of the Fire.> 


0) At-Tabari 21 :353. 
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means, ‘just as the 
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have rejected you and 
gone against you, O 
Muhammad, and it is 
even more justified 
against them, because 
if they have 
disbelieved in you, 
there is no certainty 
that they will believe 
in any other Prophet.’ 
And Allah knows best. 
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47. Those (angels) who bear the Throne (of Allah) and those 
around it glorify the praises of their Lord, and believe in Him, 
and ask forgiveness for those who believe (saying): “Our Lord! 
You comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge, so forgive 
those who repent and follow Your way, and save them from the 
torment of the blazing Fire!> 
48. Our Lord! And make them enter the ‘Adn (Eternal) 
Gardens which you have promised them - and to the righteous 
among their fathers, their wives, and their offspring! Verily, 
You are the Almighty, the All-Wise.> 
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€9. And save them from the sins, and whomsoever You save 
from the sins that Day, him verily, You have taken into 
mercy.’ And that is the supreme success .> 


The Bearers of the Throne praise Allah and pray for 
forgiveness for the Believers 


Allah tells us that the angels who are close to Him, the 
bearers of the Throne, and the angels who are around Him - 
all glorify the praises of their Lord. They combine glorification 
(Tasbih) which implies that He is free of any shortcomings, 
with praise (Tahmid) which is an affirmation of praise. 


dos, SS > 


¢and believe in Him,> means, they humbly submit themselves 
before Him. 


<lean Suh agp 
¢and ask forgiveness for those who believe> 


means, for those among the people of earth who believe in the 
Unseen. Allah commanded that His angels who are close to 
Him should pray for the believers in their absence, so it is a 
part of the angels’ nature that they say Amin when a believer 
prays for his brother in his absence. In Sahih Muslim it says: 


tain 5 Sead stn SU Ch ee, ge th 5 tp 


‘When a Muslim prays for his brother in his absence, the angel 

says, ‘Amin, and may you have something similar to it’ 0"! 
Shahr bin Hawshab said, “The bearers of the Throne are eight; 
four of them say, ‘Glory and praise be to You, O Allah, to You 
be praise for Your forebearance after Your knowledge.’ Four of 
them say, ‘Glory and praise be to You, O Allah, to You be 
praise for Your forgiveness after Your power.’ When they pray 
for forgiveness for those who believe, they say: 


4th 125 oh See 2.5 > 


<Our Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy and 
knowledge,» 


(') Muslim 4 :2094. 
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meaning, ‘Your mercy encompasses their sins and Your 
knowledge encompasses all their deeds, words and action.’ 


<ahc Pa hat, BE ra) jbl> 
<so forgive those who repent and follow Your way.>”""! 
That is, ‘forgive the sinners when they repent to You and turn 


to You and give up their former ways, following Your 
commands to do good and abstain from evil.’ 


é dl 8 psd 
¢and save them from the torment of the blazing Fire!> 


means, ‘snatch them away from the punishment of Hell, which 
is a painful, agonizing punishment.’ 
52555 asl py be Bie ot) Fs A gt oH 
€Our Lord! And make them enter the ‘Adn (Eternal) Gardens 
which you have promised them - and to the righteous among 
their fathers, their wives, and their offspring!> 
meaning, ‘bring them together so that they may find delight in 
one another in neighboring dwellings.’ This is like the Ayah: 


459 Re pyle “ pel t U3 6 ree oe op Ua gel Pacey prea FAK SAG > 


¢And those who believe ‘iad whose offspring follow them in 
faith, - to them shall We join their offspring, and We shall not 
decrease the reward of their deeds in anything}(52:21). 


This means, ‘that all of them will be made equal in status. In 
this way they may delight in one another’s company; the one 
who is in the higher status will not lose anything. On the 
contrary We will raise the one whose deeds are of a lower 
status so that they will become equal, as a favor and a 
blessing from Us.’ 

Sa‘id bin Jubayr said that when the believer enters Paradise, 
he will ask where his father, son and brother are. It will be 
said to him, ‘they did not reach the same level of good deeds 
as you did’. He will say, ‘but I did it for my sake and for 
theirs.’ Then they will be brought to join him in that higher 
degree. Then Said bin Jubayr recited this Ayah: 


(1 al-Baghawi 4:93. 
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45AS6N Sl i 

<Our Lord! And make them enter the ‘Adn (Eternal) Gardens 

which you have promised them - and to the righteous among 


their fathers, their wives, and their offspring! Verily, You are 
the Almighty, the All-Wise.>'" 


Mutarrif bin ‘Abdullah bin Ash-Shikhkhir said, “The most 
sincere of the servants of Allah towards the believers are the 
angels.” Then he recited this Ayah: 
48.5 i oi Ss Mesh ep 
¢Our Lord! And make them enter the ‘Adn (Eternal) Paradises 
which you have promised them> 


He then said, “The most treacherous of the servants of Allah 
towards the believers are the Shaydtin.”!! 


425i yl EN Sy 
€You are the Almighty, the All-Wise.> 
means, ‘the One Whom none can resist or overwhelm; what 
You will happens and what You do not will does not happen; 
You are Wise in all that You say and do, in all that You 
legislate and decree.’ 
4G Ryd 

¢And save them from the sins,» means, the actions and the 
consequences. 

€A25 GE S ot5> 

<and whomsoever You save from the sins that Day,> 

means, the Day of Resurrection, 


<him verily, You have taken into mercy.> 


means, ‘You have protected him and saved him from 
punishment.’ 


(1) At-Tabari 21 :357. 
(1 Al-Ourtubi 15:295. 
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¢And that is the supreme success .> 
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410. Those who disbelieve will be addressed: ‘Indeed, Allah's 
aversion was greater towards you than your aversion toward 
yourselves, when you were called to the Faith but you used to 
refuse.""> 
€11. They will say: “Our Lord! You have made us to die 
twice, and You have given us life twice! Now we confess our 
sins, then is there any way to get out?'’> 


412. (It will be said): ‘This is because, when Allah Alone was 
invoked, you disbelieved; but when partners were joined to 
Him, you believed! So the judgement is only with Allah, the 
Most High, the Most Great!'’> 


413. It is He Who shows you His Ayat and sends down 
provision for you from the sky. And none remembers but those 
who turn in repentance .> 


<14. So, call you upon Allah making religion sincerely for 
Him, however much the disbelievers may hate.> 


The Regret of the Disbelievers after They enter Hell 


Allah tells us that the disbelievers will feel regret on the Day of 
Resurrection, when they enter Hell and sink in the agonizing 
depth of fire. When they actually experience the unbearable 
punishment of Allah, they will hate themselves with the 
utmost hatred, because of the sins they committed in the past, 
which were the cause of their entering the Fire. At that point 
the angels will tell them in a loud voice that Allah’s hatred 
towards them in this world, when Faith was offered to them 
and they rejected it, is greater than their hatred towards 
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themselves in this situation. Qataédah said, concerning the 
Ayah: 


45g8S gol I Se 4 PECAN GE on 257 al Zip 
<Indeed, Allah's aversion was greater towards you than your 


aversion toward yourselves, when you were called to the Faith 
but you used to refuse.> 


“Allah’s hatred for the people of misguidance — when Faith is 
presented to them in this world, and they turn away from it 
and refuse to accept it - is greater than their hatred for 
themselves when they see the punishment of Allah with their 
own eyes on the Day of Resurrection.”"! This was also the 
view of Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Mujahid, As-Suddi, Dharr bin 
Ubaydullah Al-Hamdani, ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam 
and Ibn Jarir At-Tabari, may Allah have mercy on them all.!?! 


4h Cant Bi cei Up (fap 


<They will say: “Our Lord! You have made us to die twice, 
and You have given us life twice!...""> 


Ath-Thawri narrated from Abu Ishaq from Abu Al-Ahwas from 
Ibn Mas‘id, may Allah be pleased with him: “This Ayah is like 
the Ayah: 
¢How can you disbelieve in Allah? Seeing that you were dead 
and He gave you life. Then He will give you death, then again 
will bring you to life and then unto Him you will 
return .»"(2:28)!*! 
This was also the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah 
and Abu Malik.'4! This is undoubtedly the correct view. What 
is meant by all of this is that when they are standing before 
Allah in the arena of Resurrection, the disbelievers will ask to 
go back, as Allah says: 


0) At-Tabari 21:359. 
2] at-Tabari 21:358, 359. 
3] At-Tabari 21 :360. 
4] at-Tabari 21 :360. 
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<And if you only could see when the criminals shall hang their 
heads before their Lord (saying): “Our Lord! We have now seen 


and heard, so send us back, that we will do righteous good 
deeds. Verily, we now believe with certainty."> (32:12), 


However, they will get no response. Then when they see the 
Fire and they are held over it and they took at the 
punishments therein, they will ask even more fervently than 
before to go back, but they will get no response. Allah says: 
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<If you could but see when they will be held over the (Hell) 
Fire! They will say: “Would that we were but sent back (to the 
world)! Then we would not deny the Ayat of our Lord, and we 
would be of the believers!’’ Nay, it has become manifest to them 
what they had been concealing before. But if they were 
returned, they would certainly revert to that which they were 
forbidden. And indeed they are liars.> (6:27-28). 


When they actually enter Hell and have a taste of its heat, 
hooked rods of iron and chains, their plea to go back will be 
at its most desperate and fervent: 


& ee or we © 
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4D pd os Snoblly U5 UL KG Fadl SIG BS os as HE RK 


eee 


<Therein they will cry: “Our Lord! Bring us out, we shall do 
righteous good deeds, not that we used do." (Allah will reply): 
“Did We not give you lives long enough, so that whosoever 
would receive admonition could receive it? And the warner 
came to you. So taste you. For the wrongdoers there is no 
helper .""> (35:37) 


<Our Lord! Bring us out of this. If ever we return (to evil), 


then indeed we shall be wrongdoers.” He (Allah) will say: 
“Remain you in it with ignominy! And speak you not to Me!> 
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According to this Ayah, they will speak more eloquently, and 
they will introduce their plea with the words: 


¢<Our Lord! You have made us to die twice, and You have 
given us life twice!> 


meaning, ‘by Your almighty power, You have brought us to life 
after we were dead, then You caused us to die after we were 
alive; You are able to do whatever You will. We confess our 
sins and admit that we wronged ourselves in the world,’ 
ty of et dh Sbd 

«then is there any way to get out?> means, ‘will You answer our 
prayer to send us back to the world, for You are able to do that, 
so that we might do deeds different from those which we used 
to do? Then if we go back to our former ways, we will indeed be 
wrongdoers.’ The response will be: There is no way for you to 
go back to the world.’ Then the reason for that will be given: 
‘Your nature will not accept the truth and be governed by it, 
you would reject it and ignore it.’ Allah says: 


fas rg eo adhegs, Peor 92 4, te Be 
QS 2 BS oly AS 9505 ET EY VL, SUS 
(lt will be said): "This is because, when Allah Alone was 


invoked (in worship), you disbelieved; but when partners were 
joined to Him, you believed!"'> 


meaning, ‘if you were to go back, this is how you would be.’ 
This is like the Ayah: 
48 Sh py Le Eo WO 39 
<But if they were returned (to the world), they would certainly 
revert to that when they were forbidden. And indeed they are 
liars} (6:28). 
$5 sell & BabD 
<So the judgement is only with Allah, the Most High, the 
Most Great!> 
means, He is the Judge of His creation, the Just Who is never 
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unjust. He guides whomsoever He wills and sends astray 
whomsoever He wills; He has mercy on whomsoever He wills and 
punishes whomsoever He wills; there is no God except Him. 


ksi KA ol A> 
It is He Who shows you His Ayat 
means, He demonstrates His power to His servants through 
the mighty signs which they see in His creation, above and 


below, which indicate the perfection of its Creator and 
Originator. 


65, Kat gS 2» 
¢and sends down provision for you from the sky .> 
this refers to rain, through which crops and fruits are brought 
forth, which with their different colors, tastes, fragrances and 


forms are a sign of the Creator. It is one kind of water, but by 
His great power He makes all these things different. 


525 U5 
¢And none remembers> means, no one learns a lesson or is 


reminded by these things, or takes them as a sign of the might 
of the Creator, 


de os Wp 
<but those who turn in repentance.» which means, those who have 
insight and turn to Allah, may He be blessed and exalted. 


The Believers are commanded to worship Allah Alone no 
matter what Their Circumstances 
4DEREH OS FS Sal Taek ail (256 

€So, call you upon Allah making religion sincerely for Him, 

however much the disbelievers may hate .> 
This means, worship Allah and call upon Him alone in all 
sincerity. Do not be like the idolators in conduct and beliefs. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that after ending every prayer, 
‘Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr used to say: “There is no (true) God 
except Allah Alone with no partner or associate, His is the 


dominion and praise, for He is able to do all things; there is 
no strength and no power except with Allah; there is no (true) 
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Eigse Rae tc eit God except Allah and 
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AKG Messenger of Allah # 
f@° llused to say Tahlil 
oat ar ad Sle BEC Grr e 44 * . 

PLANO serdlG Sbtsig9 with this after every 
peccehictet aces cult atsay Je <p | Prayer. omething 
Pci a see (SS SM alts, Ee similar was also 


Se, Gore - te ad ° 
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ataicls VIG ink € 9043 pr 


It was reported in 
en as . Eee ee ee Sahih from Ibn Az- 
ean re CA pan ole SHE we ae Zubayr, may Allah be 
WaT ae ey [Pleased with him, 
a Boye ees pas that the Messenger of 

Allah 3% used to say 
the following after the prescribed (obligatory) prayers: 


wet JS oe A Acs, SL TS Bt city Gn 
Jy Aas Foy VY A 5 a YY a YS YG 5s Yd 

0555 3,5 35 3,50 Baas GI YY Sash cet 5 pea 
«There is no (true) God except Allah Alone with no partner or 
associate, His is the dominion and praise, for He is able to do 


all things; there is no strength and no power except with 
Allah ; there is no (true) God except Allah and we worship none 


11 Ahmad 4:4. Tahlil is to say, “La ilGha illallah” or its like in 
meaning. 


[2] Muslim 1:416, Abu Dawud 2:173, An-Nasa’ 3:78, 79. 
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but Him; His is the blessing and virtue and good praise; there 
is no (true) God except Allah, we worship Him in all sincerity 
even though the disbelievers hate that .»!1) 


(2 S81 ole & MS KIS Edt at ari 8 esoal paop 


eg Fete ae “ts o of ae 1 Bae Sap: pie 
ait & Bl oe Dig TE EIS Bw Gost 


€15. (He is Allah) Owner of high ranks and degrees, the 
Owner of the Throne. He sends the revelation by His command 
to any of His servants He wills, that he may warn of the Day 
of Mutual Meeting .> 


€16. The Day when they will come out, nothing of them will be 
hidden from Allah. Whose is the kingdom this Day? It is 
Allah's, the One, the Irresistible!> 


€17. This Day shall every person be recompensed for what he 
earned. This Day no injustice. Truly, Allah is swift in 
reckoning .> 


Allah sends the Revelation to warn His Servants of the 
Day of Mutual Meeting 


Allah tells us of His might and pride, and that His Mighty 
Throne is raised above all of His creation like a roof. This is 
like the Ayah: 

B ingh Hlb SS 5 ok OSG ESI Os Bec os dw 


yee 
DE 


<From Allah, the Lord of the ways of ascent. The angels and 
the Rith (Jibril) ascend to Him in a Day the measure whereof is 
fifty thousand years.> (70:3-4). 
If Allah wills, we will discuss below which is the most correct 
view the distance between the Throne and the seventh earth 
according to a group of earlier and later scholars. More than 
one scholar said that the Throne is made of red rubies. The 
width between two corners of it is the distance of a fifty 


(1) Muslim 1:415. 
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thousand year long journey and its height above the seventh 
earth is the distance of a fifty thousand years long journey. 


dake be MG & & yl & Eat aby 

¢He sends the revelation of His command to any of His 
servants He wills,> 
This is like the Aydt: 

Sy oh Vt at St wte 1S F atl & eh KG TKD 

. See 

¢He sends down the angels with the Rith (revelation) of His 

command to whom of His servants He wills (saying): ‘Warn 


mankind that none has the right to be worshipped but I, so have 
Taqwa of Me."'> (16:2), and 


x Wiad ail Z on SS AG § aS ¢ tw a J MEH yw » bis 7 Ab> 
¢And truly, this is a revelation from the Lord of all that exits, 
Which the trustworthy Rith (Jibril) has brought down Upon 
your heart that you may be (one) of the warners.> (26:192- 
194) 
Allah says: 
€ax3i 2 Sud 
€that he may warn (men) of the Day of Mutual Meeting .> 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said: “The Day of 
Mutual Meeting is one of the names of the Day of Resurrection, 
of which Allah warns His servants.”'| That is the Day when 
everyone will find out about his deeds, good and bad. 
ts ste BE BIS Awd 

<The Day when they will come out, nothing of them will be 

hidden from Allah .> 
means, they will all appear in the open, with nothing to give 
them shelter or shade, or cover them. Allah says: 


tA te AERIS oo ea 


(11 At-Tabari 21 :364. 
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<The Day when they will come out, nothing of them will be 
hidden from Allah.> 


meaning, everything will be equally known to Him. 
4A aol A BH ai 


«Whose is the kingdom this Day? It is Allah's, the One, the 
Irresistible!> 


We have already mentioned the Hadith of Ibn Umar, may 
Allah be pleased with him, that Allah will roll up the heavens 
and the earth in His Hand and will say, 


of eo y5tedi asf cash 30 gf eth of eed ef duh ch 


OOS 25 da 


Tam the King, I am the Compeller, I am the Proud, where 
are the kings of the earth? Where are the tyrants? Where are 
the proud?”’s!11 


In the Hadith about the Trumpet, it says that Allah will take 
the souls of all of His creatures, and there will be none left 
but Him Alone, with no partner or associate. Then He will say, 
“Whose is the kingdom today?” three times, and He will 
answer Himself by saying, 


<i Joi a> 


It is Allah's, the One, the Irresistible!>'*! meaning, He is the 
Only One Who has subjugated all things. 


4H bye al Dy Gi BY ce GS F Se ilp 
<This Day shall every person be recompensed for what he 
earned. This Day no injustice (shall be done to anybody). 
Truly, Allah is swift in reckoning .> 
Here Allah tells us of His justice when He judges between His 
creation; He does not do even a speck of dust’s weight of 
injustice, whether it be for good or for evil. For every good 


deed He gives a tenfold reward and for every bad deed He 
gives recompense of one bad deed. Allah says: 


"1 Fath AL-Bari 8:413, Muslim no. 7051, At-Tabari 21 :327. 
{2] At-Tiwal p. 270. This is a lengthy text which is not authentic. 
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€isil BD 
<This Day no injustice (shall be done to anybody) .> 
It was reported in Sahih Muslim from Abu Dharr, may Allah be 
pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah # said that 
Allah said: 
i - Ute 56 uses ke thes 8 ye olin Se Gl ote wo 
455 Sb tatty gKIGN Gb Sle Geet Scale tl ate & - JU al 
«'O My servants, I have forbidden injustice for Myself, and 
made it unlawful for you, so do not commit injustice to one 
another ...""» up to: «‘O My servants, these are your deeds, I 
record them for you then I will recompense you for them. 
Whoever finds something good, let him give praise to Allah, 
and whoever ibd something other than that, let him blame no 
one but himself.’'0!") 
deol Oe Hf oyp 


<Truly, Allah is swift in reckoning.» means, He will bring all His 
creation to account as if He is bringing just one person to 
account. This is like the Ayah: 


<The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are only 
as a single person> (31:28). 


45 ci e¥ Ties Fy Cel 5p 
¢And Our commandment is but one as the twinkling of an 
eye.> (54:50) 
gt GS nb Se Snell G aebS pC ol oil 3) S991 6h ptoab> 
2 bk 3G Kl ak th Ga GB ws gh ee fs Ge 
<i cll 2. Sh ail Sf 5 3b Yi 
€18. And warn them of the Day that is drawing near, when 


(11 Muslim 4:1994. 
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the hearts will be at the throats Kazimin. There will be no 
friend, nor an intercessor for the wrongdoers, who could be 
given heed to.> 


419. Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts 
conceal .> 


420. And Allah judges with truth, while those to whom they 
invoke besides Him, cannot judge anything. Certainly, Allah! 
He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.> 


Warning of the Day of Resurrection and Allah’s 
judgement on that Day 


‘The Day that is drawing near’ is one of the names of the Day 
of Judgement. It is so called because it is close, as Allah says: 


(Oil Hod o SD BE AP 
<The Day of Resurrection draws near. None besides Allah can 
avert it> (53:57-58) 


DIC SG tees ay 


<The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been cleft 
asunder> (54:1) 


dpi A Stl 
<Draws near for mankind their reckoning> (21:1), 


” 


Cixi AD 
<The Event (the Hour) ordained by Allah will come to pass, so 
seek not to hasten it> (16:1), 


US all 235 cae SO ey 
<But when they will see it approaching, the faces of those who 
disbelieve will change and turn black with sadness and in grief> 
(67:27), and 
Kind pl Ki Li gp 
when the hearts will be at the throats Kazimin.> 


Qatadah said, “When the hearts reach the throats because of 
fear, and they will neither come out nor go back to their 
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places.”"! This was also the view of Tkrimah, As-Suddi and 
others. 


inks > 


ro 


¢Kazimin> means silent, for no one will speak without His 
permission: 


CGS 56 So Td FH ke I Kaki pA A 
<The Day that Ar-Rith (fibril) and the angels will stand forth 
in rows, they will not speak except him whom the Most 
Gracious allows, and he will speak what is right.> (78:38). 

Ibn Jurayj said: 


ined > 


a eae “It means wal 


<There will be no ae nor an intercessor ii the wrongdoers, 
who could be given heed to.> 


means, those who wronged themselves by associating others in 
worship with Allah, will have no relative to help them and no 
intercessor who can plead on their behalf; all means of good 
will be cut off from them. 


CLAS G2 05 pei KE sed 

¢Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts 

conceal .> 
Allah tells us about His complete knowledge which 
encompasses all things, great and small, major and minor, so 
that people will take note that He knows about them and they 
will have the proper sense of shyness before Allah. They will 
pay attention to the fact that He can see them, for He knows 


the fraud of the eyes, even if the eyes look innocent, and He 
knows what the hearts conceal. Ad-Dahhak said: 


qi SED 


(1) At-Tabari 21 :368. 
(2) Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 7 :281. 
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<the fraud of the eyes,» “A wink and a man saying that he has 
seen something when he has not seen it, or saying that he has 
not seen it when he did see it.”') Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “Allah knows when the eye looks at 
something, whether it wants to commit an act of betrayal or 
not.”?] This was also the view of Mujahid and Qatadah.! Ibn 
a may Allah be pleased with him, commented on the 
yah: 


CBA GE > 
¢and all that the breasts conceal.>“He knows, if you were able to, 
whether you would commit Zind with a woman or not.”4! As- 
Suddi said: 

Sell ge VY) 


qand all that the breasts conceal.» meaning, of insinuating 
whispers. 


C55, ois “ald 
¢And Allah judges with truth,> means, He judges with justice. Al- 
A‘mash narrated from Sa‘d bin Jubayr from Ibn ‘Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him, that this Ayah means: “He is able to 


Sadia those who do good with good and those who do evil with 
evil. "45 


<ieell Len Sil Sh ail > 
«Certainly, Allah! He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.> 
This is how it was interpreted by Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him. This is like the Ayah: 
egal ol Sil a5 UG West Gat asap 
<that He may requite those who do evil with that which they 


have done, and reward those who do good, with what is best 
(53:31). 


(1 al-Qurtubi 15 :303. 
[2] at-Tabari 21:369. 
(3) At-Tabari 21:370. 
4] At-Tabari 21:369. 
IS At-Tabari 21 :369. 
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€.45 ot Oe de Sai> 
¢while those to whom they invoke besides Him,> 
means, the idols and false gods, 
is Stk 
«cannot judge anything.» means, they do not possess anything 
and they cannot judge anything. 
Cal fot SGD 
«Certainly, Allah! He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.> 

means, He hears all that His creatures say and He knows all 
about them, so He guides whomsoever He wills and sends 
astray whomsoever He wills. And He judges with perfect justice 
in all of that. 

SB EE Ay on GE call Se oe GS YES NT g Wt Bid 

Bi Se Bb SE G5 agp GI ALE GM g re, HE pe 

Ah SS 2, 2 AE US coh ks A oe 2B is 


421. Have they not traveled in the land and seen what was the 
end of those who were before them? They were superior to them 
in strength, and in the traces in the land. But Allah seized 
them with punishment for their sins. And none had they to 
protect them from Allah.> 

422. That was because there came to them their Messengers 
with clear evidences but they disbelieved (in them). So Allah 
seized them. Verily, He is All-Strong, Severe in punishment.> 


The Severe Punishment for the Disbelievers 
45 Ald 


Have they not traveled>, ‘these people who disbelieve in your 
Message, O Muhammad,’ 


Cg on BE Gl Lis ow GS 18S BNI gd 
qin the land and seen what was the end of those who were 
before them?> 
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means, the nations of the past who disbelieved in their 
Prophets (peace be upon them), for which the punishment 
came upon them even though they were stronger than 
Quraysh. 

daar 3 H60 
¢and in the traces in the land.> means, they left behind traces in 


the earth, such as structures, buildings and dwellings which 
these people [i.e., the Quraysh] cannot match. This is like the 


Ayat: 
ss (SEE 3 5 OK Sap 
And indeed We had ae established them with that 
wherewith We have not established you!> (46:26) 
diese Cy REN gies GANT WSGG> 
¢and they tilled the earth and populated it in greater numbers 
than these have done> (30:9). 
Yet despite this great strength, Allah punished them for their 
sin, which was their disbelief in their Messengers. 
435 & a an 3 & SE 53> 


€And none had they to protect them from Allah.> 
means, they had no one who could protect them or ward off 
the punishment from them. 
Then Allah mentions the reason why He punished them, and 
the sins which they committed. Allah says: 
455M 1S 5 oe il <i> 

<That was because there came to them their Messengers with 

clear evidences> 
meaning with clear proof and definitive evidence. 


iid 


<but they disbelieved.» means, despite all these signs, they 
disbelieved and rejected the Message. 


il sky 


€So Allah seized them.> means, He destroyed them utterly, and a 


Sirah 40. Ghafir (23 - 27) (Part-24 463 


Bigs LOREEN similar fate awaits the 
disbelievers. 


a Seine 1 Salads 23653565 4 Gast 4, 5 24> 
Y 36 5 OF 


a3! ee a me 
“eae. «Verily, He is All- 
£23 Siig OLS) Herds Strong, Severe in 


Je 35s I25 ds DL wld sein punishment> 
Ee Siac (S255 LES ee odes means, He is 
Den Opts! yA ~w1%2 ||possessed of great 


ae i strength and might. 
at Se Ab odio Sacks € lial 43) 


4 944 


LEOLS oO "4 pia Sh et ailey mee 4.5 || Severe in punishment,> 
poe ven ase means, His 
tna Blah palais 


punishment is severe 
ALIS Was Kal eteat i and agonizing; we 
irr s =) igen Lola U=" I seek refuge with Allah, 
SLANG TKS may He be blessed 
and exalted, from 


BPP PEO SALE eS that. 


etre (73.237 ae aa 
OG pats a sensu Sysigaley Kas wee GG 35> 


os 4A cee g eed ed 


oeotien LASSE SGLES | tad his 
f- 2 ar * Y J 

Se Bll gSe ok ve eae {4,27 cated ore, 
Ok. ALE Bere eale dal ates SSK IMs gs, Goes yee 


6 rte per ro SA we, ogete ger tare ae cars | Hy rate oe 
opSii Lee & War eas ool ACT HT SC Cae Se Sell 


3 pty jx ol 


“te A ores 


BN iy 5 FS ont Jal ads ties JG Hy g V 


ELE S ot eas 4 8 4 ost 16 8 Ma scaii BNI 3 S4lb o 
4H cll 5 


423. And indeed We sent Misa with Our Aydt, and a 
manifest authority,> 

424. To Fir'awn, Haman and Qariin, but they called (him): 
“A sorcerer, a liar!''> 

€25. Then, when he brought them the Truth from Us, they 
said: ‘Kill with him the sons of those who believe and let their 
women live;'' but the plots of disbelievers are nothing but in 
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vain!> 
426. Fir‘awn said: ‘Leave me to kill Misa, and let him call his 


Lord! I fear that he may change your religion, or that he may 
cause mischief to appear in the land!"'> 


€27. Misa said: ‘Verily, I seek refuge in my Lord and your 
Lord from every arrogant who believes not in the Day of 
Reckoning!"'> 


The Story of Musa and Fir‘awn 


Allah consoles His Prophet Muhammad 3% for the disbelief of 
his people and gives him the glad tidings of good 
consequences and victory in this world and the Hereafter, as 
happened to Musa bin Imran, peace be upon him, whom 
Allah sent with clear proof and definitive evidence. Allah says: 


diag phy sk > 


«with Our Ayat, and a manifest authority>. Authority means proof 
and evidence. 


€i3e4 A> 
¢to Fir'awn>, who was the king of the Copts of Egypt. 
45555) 
<Haman> who was his adviser. 


<5) 


¢and Qariin> who was the richest trader among the people of 
his time. 
Kote Fu (sd 
<but they called (him): ‘A sorcerer, liar!''> 


means, they rejected him and thought he was a sorcerer, a 
madman and an illusionist who was telling lies about having 
been sent by Allah. This is like the Ayah: 

Baer 


Fp db ay Goll GOSH TA YE 5 ot lo GN IE GED 
<HiSE 
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¢Likewise, no Messenger came to those before them but they 
said: “A sorcerer or a madman!" Have they transmitted this 
saying to these? Nay, they are themselves a people 
transgressing beyond bounds! (51:52-53) 


die be All AL Cp 
¢Then, when he brought them the Truth from Us,> 
means, with definite evidence that Allah had sent him to them, 


didides Yeoh aa kn Sal GT GT s> 


<they said: ‘Kill with him the sons of those who believe and let 
their women live ;> 


This was a second command from Fir‘awn to kill the males of 
the Children of Israel. The first command had been as a 
precaution against the emergence of a man like Musa, or an 
act intended to humiliate this people or reduce their numbers 
or both. The second command was for the second reason, to 
humiliate the people so that they would regard Musa as a bad 
omen. they said: 
penis a SK oe Se Go as bs CE OS & Gaal 
4G) S05 Gre. EG GNI 4 BiG 


<''We (Children of Israel) had suffered troubles before you came 
to us, and since you have come to us." He said: ‘It may be 
that your Lord will destroy your enemy and make you 
successors on the earth, so that He may see how you act?"'> 
(7:129). 
Qatadah said, this was one command after another.! 
4355 4 Vt SAK Lee wp 
<but the plots of disbelievers are nothing but in vain!> 


means, their schemes and intentions - to reduce the numbers 
of the Children of Israel lest they prevail over them —- were 
doomed to failure. 

“ 


4 2. 


15 FASS eoaye JN SS 2583 JSD 


(1) at-Tabari 21:373. 
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¢Fir‘awn said: ‘Leave me to kill Misa, and let him call his 
Lord!...""> 


Fir‘awn, may Allah curse him, resolved to kill Masa, peace be 
upon him, i.e., he said to his people, ‘let me kill him for you.’ 


4155 GSD 
¢and let him call his Lord!» means, I do not care.’ This is the 
utmost in offensive stubbornness. 


CCH GA g 4B SS feat ut J Se gp 

€I fear that he may change your religion, or that he may cause 

mischief to appear in the land! 
means, Musa; Fir‘awn was afraid that Masa would lead his 
people astray and change their ways and customs. As if 
Fir‘awn would be concerned about what Musa might do to his 
people! The majority understood this as meaning, ‘he will 
change your religion and cause mischief to appear in the 
land.’ 

RH oie HRY SSF of 5s dy SL 4 aH4 Jupp 
<Miisa said: “Verily, I seek refuge in my Lord and your Lord 


from every arrogant who believes not in the Day of 
Reckoning!"'> 


means, when he heard that Fir‘awn had said, 
taser SEN an5> 
«Leave me to kill Misa,» Musa, peace be upon him, said, “I seek 


refuge and protection with Allah from his evil and the evil of 
those like him.” So he said: 


255 dy SH yd 
«Verily, I seek refuge in my Lord and your Lord> 
~ those who were being addressed here — 


tS ¥ od 
<from every arrogant} means, from every evildoer, 
qth 4 3% Yd 
«who believes not in the Day of Reckoning! 
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It was reported in the Hadith narrated from Abu Musa, may 
Allah be pleased with him, that when the Messenger of Allah 
#% was afraid of some people, he would say: 


. ee 6 te, beeen yee 4 boot haat 

Rene Bd NDS cota sr Ge Oh aya UY ght 
«0 Allah, we seek refuge in You from their evil and we seek 
Your help in repulsing them»! 


5 a5 I SES GEN ny Ks is es BH Is JD 
aM aun 55 3s ell Got BH sae Val & Bits ot Ae 
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48305 Jue Kal Gs 
428. And a believing man of Fir'awn's family, who hid his 
Faith said: ‘Would you kill a man because he says: ‘My Lord 
is Allah,’ and he has come to you with clear signs from your 
Lord? And if he is a liar, upon him will be (the sin of) his lie; 
but if he is telling the truth, then some of that (calamity) 


wherewith he threatens you will befall on you." Verily, Allah 
guides not one who is a transgressor, a liar!> 


€29. “O my people! Yours is the kingdom today, you being 
dominant in the land. But who will save us from the torment of 
Allah, should it befall us?” Fir‘awn said: “I show you only 
that which I see, and I guide you only to the path of right 
policy!''> 


Musa was supported by a believing Man from Fir‘awn’s 
Family 

The well-known view is that this believing man was a Coptic 
(Egyptian) from the family of Fir‘awn. As-Suddi said, he was a 
cousin [son of the paternal uncle] of Fir‘'awn. And it was said 
that he was the one who was saved along with Musa, peace be 
upon him.?] Ibn Jurayj reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said “No one from among the family of 


ll An-Nasai in Al-Kubra 5:188. 
[21 at-Tabari 21 :375. 
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Fir‘awn believed apart from this man, the wife of Fir‘awn, and 
the one who said, 


4580 & ag Sci ey y. 


¢<"O Misa! Verily, the chiefs are ek counsel together about 
you, to kill you.’">” (28:20) 
This was narrated by Ibn Abi Hatim.''! This man concealed 
his Faith from his people, the Egyptians, and did not reveal it 
except on this day when Fir‘awn said, 
€esyt JS a5 
<Leave me to kill Miisa,> The man was seized with anger for the 
sake of Allah, and the best of Jihdd is to speak a just word 
before an unjust ruler, as is stated in the Hadith?! There is no 
greater example of this than the words that this man said to 
Fir‘awn: 
€25l 235 St FSS EaRTp 
«Would you kill a man betisise he says: ‘My Lord is Allah,> 
Al-Bukhari narrated a similar story in his Sahih from Urwah 
bin Az-Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, who said: “I 
said to ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin Al-‘As, may Allah be pleased 
with him: Tell me, what was the worst thing the idolators did 
to the Messenger of Allah #?’ He said, ‘While the Messenger of 
Allah #§ was praying in the courtyard of the Kabah, Uqbah 
bin Abi Mu‘t came and grabbed the shoulder of the Messenger 
of Allah #% and started twisting his garment so that it 
strangled him. Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, 
came and grabbed [Uqbah’s] shoulder and pushed him away 
from the Frophet #%, then he said, 


€3 5 on eS SE 5 ail x55 5% IMS SEGI> 
«Would you kill a man because he says: - My Lord is Allah,' 
and he has come to you with clear signs from your Lord?>.’” 


This was recorded by Al-Bukhari.!*! 
Allah’s saying; 


Il Al-Qurtubi 15:306. 
[21 Tyunfat Al-Ahwadhi 6 :390. 
3] Fath AL-Bari 8:416. 
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45S oo SEH Se HS 
¢and he has come to you with clear signs from your Lord?> 


means, “how can you kill a man just because he says, My 
Lord is Allah,’ and he brings proof that what he is saying is 
the truth?” Then, for the sake of argument, he went along 
with them and said, 


Se ow ” Par’ ve rics 77% a a 
C845 bi Ga Keb OS & 5 AK lS Cree dy 15> 


<And if he is a liar, upon him will be (the sin of) his lie; but if 
he is telling the truth, then some of that (calamity) wherewith 
he threatens you will befall on you.> 


meaning, ‘if you do not believe in what he is saying, then it is 
only common sense to leave him alone and not harm him; if 
he is lying, then Allah will punish him for his lies in this world 
and in the Hereafter. If he is telling the truth and you harm 
him, then some of what he is warning about will happen to 
you too, because he is threatening you with punishment in 
this world and in the Hereafter if you go against him. It is 
possible that he is telling the truth in your case, so you 
should leave him and his people alone, and not harm them.’ 
Allah tells us that Musa asked Fir‘awn and his people to leave 
them in peace, as Allah says: 
Kt hse AWS BAS IS MS ous HG uh 


<And indeed We tried before them Fir‘awn's people, when there 
came to them a noble Messenger, saying: ‘Deliver to me the 
servants of Allah. Verily, I am to you a Messenger worthy of 
all trust. And exalt not yourselves against Allah. Truly, I have 
come to you with a manifest authority. And truly, I seek refuge 
with my Lord and your Lord, lest you should stone me. But if 
you believe me not, then keep away from me and leave me 
alone.""> (44:17-21). 


Similarly, the Messenger of Allah #% told the Quraysh to leave 
him alone and let him call the servants of Allah to Allah; he 
asked them not to harm him, and to uphold the ties of 
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kinship that existed between him and them, by not harming 
him. Allah says: 
4a Ha A oe KET Y ob 

<Say: ‘‘No reward do I ask of you for this except to be kind to 

me for my kinship with you." (42:23), 
meaning, ‘do not harm me, because of the ties of kinship that 
exist between me and you; so do not harm me, and let me 
address my call to the people.’ This was the basis of the truce 


agreed upon on the day of Al-Hudaybiyah, which was a 
manifest victory. 


COE Bt BE saz Vail Bp 
<Verily, Allah guides not one who is a transgressor, a liar!> 


means, ‘if the one who claims to have been sent by Allah is a 
liar, as you say, this would be obvious to everyone from his 
words and deeds, for they would be inconsistent and self- 
contradictory. But we can see that this man is upright and 
what he says is consistent. If he was a sinner and a liar, Allah 
would not have guided him and made his words and actions 
rational and consistent as you see them.’ Then this believer 
warned his people that they would lose the blessings Allah 
bestowed upon them and that the vengeance of Allah would 
befall them: 


€iiM Sch Gil BEN KG 35) 
€O my people! Yours is the kingdom today, you being 
dominant in the land.> 


means, ‘Allah has blessed you with this kingdom, dominance 
in the land, power and authority, so take care of this blessing 
by giving thanks to Allah and believing in his Messenger, and 
beware of the punishment of Allah if you reject His 
Messenger.’ 
Ca af ail ook be Gd od 
<But who will save us from the torment of Allah, should it 
befall us?> 


means, ‘these soldiers and troops will not avail you anything 
and will not ward off the punishment of Allah, if He decides to 
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punish us.’ Fir‘'awn said to his people, in response to the 
advice of this righteous man who was more deserving of 
kingship than Fir‘awn: 

4A GH SI tp 
41 show you only that which I see,> meaning, 1 only tell you and 
advise you to do that which I think is good for myself, too.’ But 


Fir‘awn lied, because he knew that Musa was telling the truth 
concerning the Message which he brought. 


1S NG SOI 25. SS WU ce SD 
<[Miisa] said: ‘Verily, you know that these signs have been 
sent down by none but the Lord of the heavens and the 
earth.""y (17:102) 
4685 5 ib oral GEES Ge aang > 


¢And they belied them (those Ayat) wrongfully and arrogantly, 
though they were themselves convinced thereof> (27:14) 


CA TYRI 
€I show you only that which I see,> - Fir‘awn uttered a lie and a 


fabrication; he betrayed Allah and His Messenger, and cheated 
his people by not advising them sincerely. 


4260 Le Kal 5p 
qand I guide you only to the path of right policy!> 
means, ‘and I am only calling you to the path of truth, 
sincerity and guidance.’ This was also a lie, but his people 
obeyed him and followed him. Allah Says: 
1S 1, ae AG Be AD 
<they followed the command of Fir'awn, and the command of 
Fir‘awn was no right guide> (11:97). 


ee wwe} 


Esa Gy 5 Sep SGD 


¢And Fir‘awn led his people astray, and he did not guide 
them .> (20:79) 


According to a Hadith: 
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30. And he who believed said: ‘‘O my people! Verily, I ae 
for you an end like that day (of disaster) of the groups (of 
old)!"> 
431. “Like the end of the people of Nath, and ‘Ad, and Thamiid 


2 beast: 


ome Senet Ii 


U1 Fath ALBari 13:136. 
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and those who came after them. And Allah wills no injustice for 
(His) servants .""> 

432. "And, O my people! Verily, I fear for you the Day when 
there will be mutual calling."> 

€33. A Day when you will turn your backs and flee having no 
protector from Allah. And whomsoever Allah sends astray, for 
him there is no guide.> 


434. And indeed Yiisuf did come to you, in times gone by, 
with clear signs, but you ceased not to doubt in that which he 
did bring to you, till when he died, you said: ‘No Messenger 
will Allah send after him.” Thus Allah leaves astray him who is 
a transgressor and a skeptic.> 


435. Those who dispute about the Ayat of Allah, without any 
authority that has come to them, it is greatly hateful and 
disgusting to Allah and to those who believe. Thus does Allah 
seal up the heart of every arrogant, tyrant. 


Here Allah tells us that this righteous man, the believer from 
among the family of Fir‘awn, warned his people of the 
punishment of Allah in this world and the Hereafter, saying, 


C5 5 5b Kis Sel Sap 

<O my people! Verily, I fear for you an end like that day (of 

disaster) of the groups (of old)!> 
meaning, those of the earlier nations who disbelieved the 
Messengers of Allah, such as the people of Nah, ‘Ad, Thamud 
and the disbelieving nations who came after them, how the 
punishment of Allah came upon them and they had no one to 
protect them or ward off that punishment. 

426 ab 13 cit wp 


ous 


¢And Allah wills no injustice for (His) servants .> 
means, Allah destroyed them for their sins and for their 
disbelief in and rejection of His Messengers; this was His 
command and His decree concerning them that was fulfilled. 
Then he said: 
xp 5 KG Sel Sy 5d 


¢And, O my people! Verily, I fear for you the Day when there 
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will be mutual calling .> 

meaning, the Day of Resurrection. 
ingit IS oD 
€A Day when you will turn your backs and flee> means, running 
away. 
Ct 5 GH OG ID 

<No! There is no refuge! Unto your Lord will be the place of 

rest that Day.> (75:11-12) 
Allah says: 


dock & al & Sup 


¢having no protector from Allah.» meaning, ‘you will have no one 
to protect you from the punishment and torment of Allah.’ 
435 1G i Us wp 

¢And whomsoever Allah sends astray, for him there is no 

guide.» 
means, whomever Allah sends astray will have no other guide 
except Him. 
Allah’s saying: 

4G SB, Ch Hatt 

¢And indeed Yiisuf came to you, in times gone by, with clear 

signs,> 
refers to the people of Egypt. Allah sent a Messenger to them 
before the time of Musa, peace be upon him, in the person of 
Yusuf, peace be upon him, who attained a high position in the 
government of the people of Egypt. He was a Messenger who 
called his people to Allah with justice, but they did not obey 
him in matters of worshipping Allah, they only obeyed him in 
worldly matters that pertained to his position in the 
government. Allah says: 


wo Mae I hk y BEG Lad 

325 
dbut you ceased not to doubt in that which he brought to you, 
till when he died, you said: ‘‘No Messenger will Allah send 
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after him .""> 
means, ‘you despaired, and said by way of wishful thinking,’ 
825 2h & OS Sd 
<¢No Messenger will Allah send after him.) This was because of 
their disbelief and rejection (of the Messengers). 
€E55 Gi fa & cil jit WEo> 
<Thus Allah leaves astray him who is a transgressor and a 
skeptic .> 


means, this is the state of the one whom Allah sends astray 
because of his sinful actions and the doubts in his heart. 


tee ght & df ose og Ge Sillp 
<Those who dispute about the iy vie Allah, without any 
authority that has come to them,> 


means, those who attempt to refute truth with falsehood and 
who dispute the proof without evidence or proof from Allah, 
Allah will hate them with the utmost loathing. Allah says: 


disc GM 2e5 Af Se CE ZEEY 
it is greatly hateful and disgusting to Allah and to those who 
believe .> 


meaning, the believers too will despise those who are like this, 
and whoever is like this, Allah will put a seal on his heart so 
that after that he will not acknowledge anything good or 
denounce anything evil. Allah says: 
t8E ob GH fh a 
<Thus does Allah seal up the heart of every arrogant .> 
meaning, so that they cannot follow the truth. 


<> 

<tyrant.> 
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436. And Fir'awn said: ‘‘O Haman! Build me a lofty tower 
that I may arrive at the ways -> 

€37. The ways of the heavens, and I may look upon the God of 
Misa, but verily, I think him to be a liar." Thus it was made 
fair seeming, in Fir‘awn's eyes, the evil of his deeds, and he 
was hindered from the path; and the plot of Fir'awn led to 
nothing but loss and destruction .> 


How Fir‘awn mocked the Lord of Misa 

Allah tells us of the arrogant and hostile defiance of Fir‘awn 
and his rejection of Misa, when he commanded his minister 
Haman to build him a tower, i.e., a tall, high, strong fortress. 
He built it of bricks made from baked clay, as Allah says: 


: 


45s J sash ail & 45 J tip 
<So kindle for me (a fire), O Haman, to bake (bricks out of) 
clay, and set up for me a lofty tower} (28:38). 


dose Gol Bol al dalp 
<that I may arrive at the ways ~ the ways of the heavens,> 


Saiid bin Jubayr and Abu Salih said, “The gates of the 
heavens.”!! Or it was said, the ways of the heavens. 


Bates 


dtc 2S 5 ws oS Hy att 
¢and I may look upon the God of Miisa, but verily, I think him 
to be a liar.> 


Because of his disbelief and defiance, he did not believe that 
Allah had sent Musa to him. Allah says: 

<Thus it was made fair seeming, in Fir'awn's eyes, the evil of 

his deeds, and he was hindered from the path ;> 
means, this act of his [building the tower], by means of which 
he wanted to deceive his people and make them think that he 
could prove that Misa was lying. Allah says: 

4G bY ists LEe usp 


2 Al-Qurtubi 15:314. 
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qand the plot of Fir'awn led to nothing but loss and 
destruction .> 


Ibn ‘Abbas and Mujahid said, “Meaning nothing but ruin.) 
ee oS OE Le eal one Ls on coal SG 
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€38. And the man who believed said: ‘O my people! Follow 
me, I will guide you to the way of right conduct .""> 


439. “O my people! Truly, this life of the world is nothing but 
an enjoyment, and verily, the Hereafter that is the home that 
will remain forever .""> 


€40. “Whoever does an evil deed, will not be requited except 
the like thereof; and whosoever does a righteous deed, whether 
male or female and is a true believer, such will enter Paradise, 
where they will be provided therein without limit.’’> 


More of what the Believer from Fir‘awn’s Family said 


This believer said to his people who persisted in their rebellion 
and transgression, and preferred the life of this world: 


41S Jae pall galt 55> 

€O my people! Follow me, I will guide you to the way of right 

conduct .> 
This is in contrast to the false claim of Fir‘awn: 

4051 Le yy Kal Wasp 
¢and I guide you only to the path of right policy.> 

Then he sought to make them shun this world which they 
preferred to the Hereafter, and which had prevented them 


from believing in the Messenger of Allah, Masa, peace be upon 
him. He said: 


45S CE EI 35 CH 55> 


0) At-Tabari 21 :388. 
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«Whosoever does an evil deed, will not be requited except the 
like thereof ;> 

means, one like it. 
59h Md oRe OG 2.2 35 NT eet pts Le 
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¢and whosoever does a righteous deed, whether male or female 
and is a true believer, such will enter Paradise, where they will 
be provided therein without limit.> 


means, the reward cannot be enumerated, but Allah will give 
an immense reward without end. And Allah is the Guide to 
the straight path. 


As Sy ALN ihe & 
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441. “And O my people! How is it that I call you to salvation 
while you call me to the Fire!"'> 


442. “You invite me to disbelieve in Allah, and to join partners 
in worship with Him of which I have no knowledge; and I 
invite you to the Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving!"' 

443. “La Jarama, you call me to one that does not have a claim 
in this world or in the Hereafter. And our return will be to 
Allah, and the transgressors, they shall be the dwellers of the 
Fire!"'y 

444. “And you will remember what I am telling you, and my 


affair I leave it to Allah. Verily, Allah is the All-Seer of (His) 
servants .""> 


€45. So, Allah saved him from the evils that they plotted 
(against him), while an evil torment encompassed Fir'awn's 
people.» 

€46. The Fire, they are exposed to it, morning and afternoon. 
And on the Day when the Hour will be established (it will be 
said to the angels): ‘Admit Fir‘awn's people into the severest 
torment!’"> 


The Conclusion of the Believer’s Words, and the 
ultimate Destiny of both Parties 
That believer said: ‘Why do I call you to salvation, which is the 


worship of Allah alone with no partner or associate, and belief 
in His Messenger, whom He has sent,’ 


tile wy I Gy BA oth BEY SEE UT hy 2555; 
¢while you call me to the Fire! You invite me to disbelieve in 


Allah, and to join partners in worship with Him of which I 
have no knowledge ;> 
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means, on the basis of ignorance, with no proof or evidence. 
Cit yal jE 5 UD 

¢and I invite you to the Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving!> 
means, with all His might and pride, He still forgives the sin of 
the one who repents to Him. 

dod, BS I Se ID 

«La Jarama, you call me to one> They say it means, “Truly.” As- 
Suddi and Ibn Jarir said that the meaning of His saying: 


ZY 
€La jarama> means “Truly.” Ad-Dahhak said: 


wee 


ae YD 
La Jarama> means, “No lie.” ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah and Ibn ‘Abbas 
said: 

BD 
<La Jarama> means, “Indeed, the one that you call me to of idols 
and false gods 

455K 3 5 GMI g 5 A Op 
<that does not have a claim in this world or in the Hereafter>.” 


Mujahid said, “The idols that do not have anything.”!!! 
Qatadah said, “This means that idols possess no power either 
to benefit or to harm.” As-Suddi said, “They do not respond to 
those who call upon them, either in this world or in the 
Hereafter.”7! This is like the Ayah: 


oy ns Ca er eT poe 8) oor lee her ¢ 4° coe 
sees & p05 EH oy YD CY & ail od EG SS LN > 
CGS pil 1G AG OK GOT Ht hy oe 
¢And who is more astray than one who calls on besides Allah, 
such as will not answer him till the Day of Resurrection, and 


who are unaware of their calls to them? And when the people 
are gathered, they will become their enemies and deny their 


(1) At-Tabari 21 :392. 
[2] At-Tabari 21 :392. 
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worship.» (46:5-6) 
CBRE Cine 5 Se YY BBE ap 
If you invoke them, they hear not your call; and if they were 
to hear, they could not grant it to you> (35:14). 
tii HD 


And our return will be to Allah,» means, in the Hereafter, where 
He will reward or punish each person according to his deeds. 
He says: 


and the transgressors, they shall be the dwellers of the Fire!> 


meaning, they will dwell therein forever, because of their great 
sin, which is associating others in worship with Allah. 


dread JH & zp 
¢And you will remember what I am telling you,> 


means, ‘you will come to know the truth of what I enjoined 
upon ‘you and forbade you to do, the advice I gave you and 
what I explained to you. You will come to know, and you will 
feel regret at the time when regret will be of no avail.’ 


231 Sy sch Bhp 
qand my affair I leave it to Allah.» means, 1 put my trust in Allah 
and seek His help, and I renounce you utterly.’ 
4h as al AD 
¢Verily, Allah is the All-Seer of (His) servants .> 


means, He knows all about them, may He be exalted and 
sanctified, and He guides those who deserve to be guided and 
sends astray those who deserve to be sent astray; His is the 
perfect proof, utmost wisdom and mighty power. 


dives U pie ti 55) 
¢So Allah saved him from the evils that they plotted,> 


means, in this world and in the Hereafter; in this world, Allah 
saved him along with Musa, peace be upon him, and in the 
Hereafter (He will admit him) to Paradise. 
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Proof of the Torment of the Grave 


4G 3 G52 JG BSD 
<while an evil torment encompassed Fir’awn's people .> 


this refers to drowning in the sea, then being transferred from 
there to Hell, for their souls are exposed to the Fire morning 
and evening until the Hour begins. When the Day of 
Resurrection comes, their souls and bodies will be reunited in 
Hell. Allah says: 


aces ae ore, Ae ot oy fe ye BAe core 
€ i at) yes Jie He3} acts)! esi ceo 


€And on the Day when the Hour will be established (it will be 
said to the angels): “Admit Fir‘awn's people to the severest 
torment!''> 


meaning, more intense pain and greater agony. This Ayah 
contains one of the major proofs used by the Ahlus-Sunnah to 
prove that there will be torment in the grave during the period 
of Al-Barzakh; it is the phrase: 


$¢ ac are xed 


ses ae tile ia SUN} 
<The Fire, they are exposed to it, morning and afternoon. 


But the question arises: this Ayah was undoubtedly revealed 
in Makkah, but they use it as evidence to prove that there will 
be torment in the grave during the period of Al-Barzakh.!"! 
Imam Ahmad recorded from ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, that a Jewish woman used to serve her, and 
whenever ‘A’ishah did her a favor, the Jewish woman would 
say, “May Allah save you from the torment of the grave.” 
‘A’ishah said, “Then the Messenger of Allah 3 came in, and I 
said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, will there be any torment in the 
grave before the Day of Resurrection?’ He #& said, 


wf US 685 fa oY 
«No, who said that?» I said, This Jewish woman, whenever I do 


her a favor, she says: May Allah save you from the torment of 
the grave.”” The Messenger of Allah 2: said, 


eed 9g, 


waatall ex O93 ide y 255) a! wo as yey) 25359 


(] The life after death, before the Day of Resurrection 
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‘The Jews are lying, and they tell more lies about Allah. There 
is no torment except on the Day of Resurrection .» 


Then as much time passed as Allah willed should pass, then 
one day he came out at midday, wrapped in his robe with his 
eyes reddening, calling at the top of his voice: 


wks) 1938 (ASS plat Go Ab I 3-0 il wlll his BM 
05s Pl RAY Sf Hl Se fy ail (deh ge al Gi MG 


‘The grave is like patches of dark night! O people, if you knew 
what I know, you would weep much and laugh little. O people, 
seek refuge with Allah from the torment of the grave, for the 
torment of the grave is real.vl") 


This chain of narration is Sahih according to the conditions of 
Al-Bukhari and Muslim, although they did not record it. It was 
said, ‘how can this report be reconciled with the fact that the 
Ayah was revealed in Makkah and the Ayah indicates that 
there will be torment during the period of Al-Barzakh?’ The 
answer is that the Ayah refers to the souls (of Fir‘awn and his 
people) being exposed to the Fire morning and evening; it does 
not say that the pain will affect their bodies in the grave. So it 
may be that this has to do specifically with their souls. With 
regard to there being any effect on their bodies in Al-Barzakh, 
and their feeling pain as a result, this is indicated in the 
Sunnah, in some Hadiths which we will mention below. 

It was said that this Ayah refers to the punishment of the 
disbelievers in Al-Barzakh, and that it does not by itself imply 
that the believer will be punished in the grave for his sins. 
This is indicated by the Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad from 
‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, according to which 
the Messenger of Allah # entered upon ‘A’ishah when a 
Jewish woman was with her, and she (the Jewish woman) was 
saying, “I was told that you will be tried in the grave.” The 
Messenger of Allah #5 was worried and said: 


«Only the Jews will be tested.» 
‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, “Several nights 


(Ahmad 6:81. 
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passed, then the Messenger of Allah 3 said: 


till 3 6 se 4 yh 
«Verily you will be tested in the graves.»” 


‘A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, “After that, the 
Messenger of Allah #2 used to seek refuge with Allah from the 
torment of the grave.”! This was also recorded by Muslim.!?! 
It could be said that this Ayah indicates that the souls will be 
punished in Al-Barzakh, but this does not necessarily imply 
that the bodies in their graves will be affected by that. When 
Allah revealed something about the torment of the grave to His 
Prophet #2, he sought refuge with Allah from that. And Allah 
knows best. The Hadiths which speak of the torment of the 
grave are very many. Qatadah said, concerning the Ayah, 


oe gas 
$6325 oe 


<morning and afternoon .>: “(This means) every morning and every 
evening, for as long as this world remains, it will be said to 
them by way of rebuke and humiliation, O people of Fir‘awn, 
this is your position.”*! Ibn Zayd said, “They are there today, 
being exposed to it morning and evening, until the Hour begins. 


41a ss oes NIM Heal Sates oo eT 2 


¢And on the Day when the Hour will be established (it will be 
said to the angels): ‘‘Cause Fir'awn's people to enter the 
severest torment!"'> 


The people of Fir‘awn are like foolish camels, stumbling into 
rocks and trees without thinking.” Imam Ahmad recorded that 
Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The 
Messenger of Allah #% said: 


Zeb Jatt, SW St cgsaly sath oaks ole God Su thy Sach Sp 
ds Wisk iB bus tn el 3.5 or aly, a by dell pot 
tWhen one of you dies, he is shown his place [in Paradise or Hell] 


I Ahmad 6:248. 
[2] Muslim 1 :410. 
IS) At-Tabari 21 :396. 
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Hell: ‘Call upon your Lord to lighten for us the torment for a 
day!’'> 
€50. They will say: “Did there not come to you, your 
Messengers with (clear) evidences?"’ They will say: “Yes.” 


They will reply: ‘Then call (as you like)! And the invocation of 
the disbelievers is nothing but in vain!'’> 


The Dispute of the People of Hell 


Allah tells us how the people of Hell will dispute and argue 
with one another, and Fir‘awn and his people will be among 
them. The weak, who were the followers, will say to those who 
were arrogant, who were the leaders and masters: 


<Verily, we followed you,» meaning, ‘we obeyed you and heeded 
your call to disbelief and neuen in the world,’ 
40 Si ys BE Ae AI 15> 
¢can you then take from us some portion of the Fire?> 
means, ‘can you carry a part of our burden for us?’ 
4a FG EE ot Sep 
<Those who were arrogant will say: ‘We are all (together) in 
this (Fire)!...'"> 


meaning, ‘we will not bear any part of your burden for you; 
our own punishment is enough for us to bear.’ 


41 eK Gal Hyp 
Verily, Allah has judged (His) servants!> 


means, ‘He has shared out the punishment among us 
according to what each of us deserves’. This is like the Ayah: 


458 GIS ¥ SI Ae Ki Ib> 


¢He will say: ‘‘For each one there is double (torment), but you 
know not.""> (7:38) 


CEC MG G5 UG Ee OR KS, Nest Le GY Og Sail 55> 


¢And those in the Fire will say to the keepers (angels) of Hell: 
“Call upon your Lord to lighten for us the torment for a day!"’> 
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They know that Allah will not answer them and will not listen 
to their prayer, because He said, 


dos. op YG ta DERID 
Remain you in it with ignominy! And speak you not to Me!> 
(23:108), 


so they will ask the keepers of Hell, who are like jailers 
watching over the people of Hell, to pray to Allah to lessen the 
Fire for them if only for one day. But the keepers of Hell will 
refuse, saying to them, 


gh eS KE te ND 
€Did there not come to you, your Messengers with (clear) 
evidences?> 


meaning, was not proof established in the world on the lips of 
the Messengers? 


CBG U8 Gy 
<They will say: ‘Yes."" They will reply: “Then call (as you 
like)!...’"> 


means, you are on your own. We will not pray for you or listen 
to you; we do not want you to be saved and we have nothing 
to do with you. Moreover, we tell you that it is all the same 
whether you offer supplication or not, because Allah will not 
respond and He will not lighten the torment for you.’ They will 
say: 


qyi5 3 vy Snail 105 05> 


¢And the invocation of the disbelievers is nothing but in vain!> 
meaning, it will not be accepted or responded to. 
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451. Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers 
and those who believe in this world’s life and on the Day when 
the witnesses will stand forth, -> 


€52. The Day when their excuses will be of no profit to 
wrongdoers. Theirs will be the curse, and theirs will be the evil 
abode .> 


€53. And, indeed We gave Misa the guidance, and We caused 
the Children of Israel to inherit the Scripture -> 


454. A guide and a reminder for men of understanding.» 


€55. So be patient. Verily, the promise of Allah is true, and 
ask forgiveness for your fault, and glorify the praises of your 
Lord in the ‘Ashi and in the Ibkar.> 


456. Verily, those who dispute about the Ayat of Allah, 
without any authority having come to them, there is nothing 
else in their breasts except pride. They will never have it. So 
seek refuge in Allah. Verily, it is He Who is the All-Hearer, 
the All-Seer.> 


The Victory of the Messengers and the Believers 
4C5i gl g Wen AG DA yp 


<Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and 
those who believe in this world’s life. 


As-Suddi, “Allah never sends a Messenger to a people and they 
kill him or some of the believers who call them to the truth, 
then that generation passes away, but He then sends them 
someone who will support their call and will seek vengeance 
for their blood from those who did that to them in this world. 
So the Prophets and believers may be killed in this world, but 
their call will prevail in this world.”"") 

Allah granted victory to His Prophet Muhammad % and his 
Companions over those who had opposed him, disbelieved in 
him and shown hostility towards him. He caused His Word 
and His religion to prevail over all other religions, commanded 
him to emigrate from his people to Al-Madinah, where He gave 
him supporters and helpers. Then He caused him to prevail 


(4 At-Tabari 21:401. 
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over the idolators on the day of Badr, when He granted him 
victory over them and he humiliated them, killing their leaders 
and taking their elite prisoner, driving them before him in 
chains. Then he did them the favor of accepting ransom from 
them. Shortly after that, Allah enabled him to conquer 
Makkah, and he rejoiced in his return to his homeland, the 
sacred and holy land of Al-Hardm. Through him, Allah saved it 
from its disbelief and Shirk. Then Allah enabled him to 
conquer the Yemen, and the entire Arabian Peninsula 
submitted to him, and the people entered the religion of Allah 
in crowds. Then Allah took him (in death), because of his high 
status and honor, and He established his Companions as his 
Khalifahs. They conveyed the religion of Allah from him, called 
mankind to Allah, they conquered many regions, countries 
and cities, and opened people’s hearts, until the call of 
Muhammad # spread throughout the world, east and west. 
This religion will continue to prevail until the Hour begins. 
Allah says: 


4:0 AGNI toe 9 Gal gl g fen < Cyt CLL 2455 Gy> 
4Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and 


those who believe in this world's life and on the Day when the 
witnesses will stand forth> 


meaning, on the Day of Resurrection the victory will be greater 
and more complete. Mujahid said, “The witnesses are the 
angels,”!"! 
<5 Salil Gs BD 
<The Day when their excuses will be of no profit to 
wrongdoers .> 


is referring to the same as; 
Bh? vere 


432i pe pe> 


¢...the Day when the witnesses will stand forth.» Others read 
it with that meaning; 


Cineilit (5 1  EAGENT ts oD 


() At-Tabari 21 :402. 


490 Tafsir Ibn_ Kathir 


€And the Day the witnesses will stand forth, is a Day when 
there will be no profit to wrongdoers.> 


and the wrongdoers are the idolators. 


a 


pode > 


¢their excuses» means, no excuse or ransom will be accepted 
from them. 


i pals> 
<Theirs will be the curse,» means, they will be cast out far away 
from the mercy of Allah. 


€ Nat 52 alo> 


¢and theirs will be the evil abode.» means, the Hell-fire, as As- 
Suddi said, a terrible abode and dwellingplace. 


rer 


Indication that the Messenger and the Believers will 
prevail just as Musa and the Children of Israel prevailed 


4 oo Gi GD 
¢And, indeed We gave Miisa the guidance.> 
means, the guidance and light with which Allah sent him. 
dtedi betsy os Gsh> 
¢and We caused the Children of Israel to inherit the Scripture .> 


means, ‘We caused them to prevail in the end and they 
inherited the land and accumulated wealth of Fir‘awn, because 
of their patience in obeying Allah and following His Messenger 
Musa.’ The Scripture which they inherited, the Tawrah, was 


4:4 IM WY Eos; wiap 
€A guide and a reminder for men of understanding .> 
i.e. those of a sound and upright nature. 


€ict> 
<So be patient? means, ‘O Muhammad,’ 
4S sil 525 yp 


€Verily, the promise of Allah is true,» means, ‘We have promised 
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that your word will prevail and that the ultimate victory will be 
for you and those who follow you, and Allah does not break His 
promises. What We have told you is true and there is no doubt 
in it whatsoever.’ 
tA sai 
and ask forgiveness for your fault,» This encourages the Ummah 
to seek forgiveness. 
deosalh, BES ee Gd 
dand glorify the praises of your Lord in the ‘Aship 
meaning, at the end of the day and the beginning of the night, 
€ Say > 
¢and in the Ibkar.> meaning, at the beginning of the day and the 
end of the night. 
CaS gh Xe Sf gon a Ae oll gp 
Verily, those who dispute about the Aydt of Allah, without 
any authority having come to them ,> 


means, they try to refute the truth with falsehood, and to 
refute sound evidence with dubious arguments, having no 
proof or evidence from Allah. 


z 
arn 
Anal. 


BU Ke Vy ald 3 ad 
there is nothing else in their breasts except pride. They will 
never have it .> 


means, they are too proud to follow the truth and submit to 
the one who has brought it. But their attempts to suppress 
the truth and elevate falsehood will fail; the truth will prevail 
and their words and aspirations will be defeated. 


<i, Lc 
<So seek refuge in Allah.} means, from being like these people, 
€iall Gat A ELD 
«Verily, it is He Who is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.> 


or seek refuge with Him from being like these people who 
dispute about the Aydt of Allah without any authority having 
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nig ae €58. And not equal are 
the blind and those who 
see; nor those who be- 
lieve, and do righteous 
good deeds, and those 


who co evil. Little do you remember!> 


459. Verily, the Hour is surely coming, there is no doubt about it, 
yet most men believe not .> 


Life after Death 


Allah tells us that He will bring back His creation on the Day 
of Resurrection. That is very easy for Him, because He created 
the heavens and the earth, and creating them is greater than 
creating mankind, the first time and when He creates them 
again. The One Who is able to do that is able to do anything 
that is less than that. As Allah says: 
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<Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the 
earth, and was not wearied by their creation, is able to give life 
to the dead? Yes, He surely is able to do all things. (46:33) 


And Allah says here: 
F nl FEN EGG AG gh KEN a opt Gp 
Sera 


€The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater 
than the creation of mankind ; yet, most of mankind know not. 


hence they do not think about or ponder this proof. Similarly, 
many of the Arabs recognized that Allah had created the 
heavens and the earth, but they denied and rejected the idea 
of the resurrection; they acknowledged something which was 
greater than that which they denied. Then Allah says: 

Cs LA GS ower He oe oy Al GUM oes oD 

4. 585 

¢And not equal are the blind and those who see; nor are those 
who believe, and do righteous good deeds, and those who do 
evil. Little do you remember! 


The blind man who cannot see anything is not the same as 
the sighted man who can see everything as far as his eyesight 
reaches - there is a huge difference between them. By the 
same token, the righteous believers and the immoral 
disbelievers are not equal. 

459555 E SLS> 
<Little do you remember!> means, most of the people remember 
little. 

209 at yG> 

<Verily, the Hour (Day of Judgement) is surely coming,> 

means, it will indeed come to pass. 


” 


4op8 Vl FEN ESS Ga 5 
there is no doubt about it, yet most men believe not.> 


means, they do not believe in it, and in fact they doubt its 
existence altogether. 
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460. And your Lord said: ‘Call upon Me, I will answer you. 
Verily, those who scorn My worship they will surely enter Hell 
in humiliation!’'> 


The Command to call upon Allah 


By His grace and kindness, Allah encourages His servants to 
call upon Him, and He guarantees to respond. Sufyan Ath- 
Thawri used to say: “O You Who love most those who ask of 
You, and O You Who hate most those who do not ask of You, 
and there is no one like that apart from You, O Lord.” This 
was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. Similarly; the poet said: 

“Allah hates not to be asked, and the son of Adam hates to 
be asked.” 

Qatadah said that Kab Al-Ahbar said, “This Ummah has 
been given three things which were not given to any nation 
before, only to Prophets. When Allah sent a Prophet, He said 
to him, ‘You are a witness over your nation.’ But you have 
been made witnesses over mankind; it was said to the 
Prophets individually, ‘Allah has not laid upon you any 
hardship in religion,’ but He said to this entire Ummah: 


Ca Se ll 5 Se JE wp 
and [Allah] has not laid upon you in religion any hardship» 
(22:78) 


and it was said to the Prophets individually; ‘Call upon Me, I 
will answer you,’ but it was said to this Ummah, 


45 ntl til 
¢Call upon Me, I will answer you>.” This was recorded by Ibn Abi 
Hatim.!"! 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Nu‘man bin Bashir, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah 3% said: 


WStaSl 48 ele Gye 


"1 Al Qurtubi 15 :327. 
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Indeed the supplication is the worship .»” Then he recited, 
dius 26 Gis dite & KES oll HEI sity 
¢And your Lord said: ‘Call upon Me, I will answer you. 
Verily, those who scorn My worship they will surely enter Hell 

in humiliation!» | 


This was also recorded by the Sunan compilers; At-Tirmdhi, 
An-Nasa’, Ibn Majah, and Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir. At- 
Tirmidhi said, “Hasan Sahih.”?! It was also recorded by Abu 
Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasai, and Ibn Jarir with a different 
chain of narration.'$! Allah’s saying: 


Site % YEG il > 


<Verily, those who scorn My worship» means, ‘those who are too 
proud to call on Me and single Me out,’ 


249 eee 


dena 2 ee Ole a 
<they will surely enter Hell in humiliation!> 
means, in disgrace and insignificance. Imam Ahmad recorded 


from ‘Amr bin Shu‘ayb from his nes from his grandfather 
that the Prophet 2% said: 


ia set B Ade Ol 32 3a Susi astalt 63; Seth pine 
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‘The proud will be gathered on the Day of Resurrection like 
ants in the image of people, and everything will be stepping on 
them, humiliating them, until they enter a prison in Hell called 
Bilas. They will be fed flames of fire, and given for drink a 
paste of insanity dripping from the people the Fire .»”'*) 


KE ys sf di Hy Yet 2 1485 a3 Yo Ji ice oil Ait> 


0] Ahmad 4:271. 

2) Tuhfat AlL-Ahwadhi 8 :308, An-Nasa’ in Al-Kubra 6:405, Ibn Majah 
2:1258, At-Tabari 21:406, 407 

{81 Abu Dawud 1:161, Tuhfat AlLAhwadhi 9:121, An-Nasai in Al 
Kubré 6 :450. 

41 Ahmad 1:179. 


496 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


i SS BE KS Ol Heals ty SS ¥ UG ZEST iss; thi 
Me GUA al ct, BE all oi, ain. KG H DY HY 
pais Sh cei de Kh GS BM RES Jee oll aif 
Ax ado 45 i a Gee ait 8 Gall & Kany 
4G Ss fh Ld ANT Go IS BY GY Aah 
€61. Allah, it is He Who has made the night for you that you 
may rest therein and the day for you to see. Truly, Allah is full 
of bounty to mankind; yet, most of mankind give no thanks.> 
€62. That is Allah, your Lord, the Creator of all things, La 
ilaha ila Huwa. How then are you turning away?> 
€63. Thus were turned away those who used to deny the Aydt 
of Allah .> 
464. Allah, it is He Who has made for you the earth as a 
dwelling place and the sky as a canopy, and has given you 
shape and made your shapes good and pure (looking) and has 
provided you with good things. That is Allah, your Lord, so 
Blessed be Allah, the Lord of all that exists.> 
€65. He is the Ever Living, La ilaha illa Huwa; so invoke Him 
making the religion for Him Alone. All the praises and thanks 
be to Allah, the Lord of all that exits.> 


Signs of the Power and Oneness of Allah 


Allah reminds us of His grace towards His creation in that He 
has given them the night in which they rest and relax from 
their activities so that they can go back to them for their 
livelihood during the day. He has given them the day with its 
light, so that they can undertake their journeys and engage in 
their business. 


Cid FV A REN SSG ABN Je LS SD ait’ yp 
€Truly, Allah is full of bounty to mankind; yet, most of 
mankind give no thanks.> 


means, they do not express gratitude for the favors which 
Allah bestows upon them. Then Allah says: 


<A Y at JS Bt Ks Hl Heep 
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<That is Allah, your Lord, the Creator of all things, La ilaha 
ila Huwa.> 


means, the One Who does all of these things is Allah, the One, 
the Unique, the Creator of all things, besides Whom there is 
no other god or lord. 


46535 St 
¢How then are you turning away?) means, ‘how can you worship 
idols which cannot create anything but are themselves hand- 
made and carved?’ 
COIL Gf 558, BE a AY Zh > 
<Thus were turned away those who used to deny the Ayat of 
Allah> 


means, just as these people (Quraysh] were led astray by their 
worship of gods other than Allah, those who came before them 
also disbelieved and worshipped others, with no proof or 
evidence, but on the basis of ignorance and desires. They 
denied the signs and ie of Allah. 
405 BN (EI Jee ill ail> 
Allah, it is He Who has made for you the earth as a dwelling 
place> © 


means, ‘He made it stable and spread it out for you, so that 
you might live on it and travel about in it; He strengthened it 
with the mountains so that it does not shake with you.’ 


4, caifh> 


¢and the sky as a canopy,> means, ‘a roof covering and protecting 
the world.’ 


ais Sab fess 
¢and has given you shape and made your shapes good> 
means, ‘He created you in the best and most perfect form.’ 
4 5 je RS 
¢and has provided you with good and pure things.» means, of food 


and drink in this world. Allah states that that He is the Creator 
of the dwelling place and of the inhabitants and of the 
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provision; He is the Creator and Provider, as He says in Surat 
Al-Bagarah: 


ae will W 5855 ais xs ot 5 Sais oil K<S 1y42e' asf ZEN (ile > 
$6 Bi, oval g i au ot 2G ican aes ie, bean tb% OM! Ki 

¢: oo Soypalos 3 als Hast 3 a ie 

<O mankind! Worship your Lord (Allah), Who created you and 
those who were before you so that you may have Taqwa. Who 
has made the earth a resting place for you, and the sky as a 
canopy, and sent down water (rain) from the sky and brought 


forth therewith fruits as a provision for you. Then do not set up 
rivals unto Allah while you know.> (2:21-22) 


And here Allah says, after mentioning the creation of all these 
things: 
€ibcSi 25 Ail BCS peed 35 cis Ka > 
<That is Allah, your Lord, so Blessed be Allah, the Lord of all 
that exists .> 
meaning, exalted and sanctified and glorified be Allah, the 
Lord of all the worlds. Then He says: 
4H YAH By 
¢He is the Ever Living, La ilaha illa Huwa;> 
means, He is the Ever Living, from eternity to eternity, Who 
was, is and shall be, the First and the Last, the Manifest, the 
Hidden. 
<5 YTD 
4La@ ilaha illa Huwa> means, there is none comparable or equal 
to Him. 
RAND Sq 3 5G> 
¢so invoke Him making the religion for Him Alone.> 


means, affirm His Oneness by testifying that there is no God 
but He. Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that after ending every prayer, 
‘Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr used to say: 


V hob eek 8 le hy A 5 GL SG Y tasg a Yay 
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2 Adv0oe 


cer eae SB 


': PORES ES ASN p5a053 


«There is no (true) God 
except Allah Alone with 
no partner or associate, 
to Him belongs the do- 
minion and praise, for 
He is able to do all 
things; there is no 
strength and no power 
except with Allah; there 
is no (true) God except 
Allah and we worship 
none but Him; to Him 
belong blessings and vir- 
tue and goodly praise; 
there is no (true) God 
except Allah, we worship 


Him in all sincerity even though the disbelievers may hate that.» 
He said, “The Messenger of Allah #% used to say the Tahlil in 


this fashion after every prayer.”!! 


Similar was also recorded 


by Muslim, Abu Dawud and An-Nasa’.!?! 


| ak i on CEM de A oss os 565 


< oe s + 
# af of Ky bb 3 pei 
“46 is aoe 
1) Ahmad 4:4. 
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(2) Muslim 1:415 and 416, Abu Dawud 2:173, An-Nasa’i 3:79, 80. 
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€66. Say: “I have been forbidden to worship those whom you 
worship besides Allah, since there have come to me evidences 
from my Lord; and I am commanded to submit to the Lord of 
all that exists.> 


467. It is He, Who has created you from dust, then from a 
Nutfah then from a clot (a piece of coagulated blood), then 
brings you forth as an infant, then (makes you grow) to reach 
the age of full strength, and afterwards to be old - though some 
among you die before - and that you reach an appointed term in 
order that you may understand .> 


€68. It is He Who gives life and causes death. And when He 
decides upon a thing He says to it only: “Be!” - and it is.> 


The Prohibition of Shirk, the Order for Tawhid, and the 
Evidence 


Allah says, ‘say, O Muhammad, to these idolators, that Allah 
forbids them to worship anyone, such as these idols and false 
gods, except Him.’ Allah explains that no one apart from Him 
is deserving of worship, as He says: 


Dia 2 KGB st oe 2 ie PS os nt oh 
<It is He, Who has created you from dust, then from a Nutfah 
then from a clot (a piece of coagulated blood), then brings you 
forth as an infant, then (makes you grow) to reach the age of 
full strength, and afterwards to be old.> 

meaning, He is the One Who Alone, with no partner or associate, 


causes you to pass through these different stages, and this 
happens in accordance with His command, will and decree. 


455 oe SS ot Kad 
<though some among you die before» means, before being fully 
formed and emerging to this world; so his mother miscarries him. 
And there are some who die in infancy or in their youth, or when 
they are adults but before they reach old age, as Allah says: 


“yr 


ws 74 @ hr 8 be Shee corse 
EAS Jol fh TE 0 LON 3 Ja SS > 


¢that We may make (it) clear to you. And We cause whom We 
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will to remain in the wombs for an appointed term> (22:5). 


4 


as *& i; £3 Lek £% 55 ra; > 


qand that you reach an appointed term in order that you may 
understand .> 


Ibn Jurayj said, “In order that you may remember the 
Resurrection.” Then Allah ae 


42.55 A cM Sy 


<It is He Who gives life and causes death.» meaning, He is the 
Only One Who does that, and none is able to do that except He. 


435 FH SE OA os Gp 
¢And when He decides upon a thing He says to it only: “Be!” 
- and it is.> 


means, He cannot be opposed or resisted. Whatever He wills 
definitely comes to pass. 


Roe ipize {ail bua j ut Sif epee 
g Kags Lash east g jaM i A Hey 4 
Bob wags OE a ah 53? Eaies 4 Mig B 
Gy SS wa, Siiaax eeu wise Gis ihe 
Sh ee ONES wats of oy Bis ANI ag os 2s 
469. See you not those who dispute about the Ayat of Allah? 
How are they turning away?> 


¢70. Those who deny the Book, and that with which We sent 
Our Messengers they will come to know.> 

€71. When iron collars will be rounded over their necks, and 
the chains, they shall be dragged along,> 

€72. In the boiling water, then they will be burned in the 
Fire .> 


€73. Then it will be said to them: ‘Where are (all) those whom 
you used to consider partners''> 

474. "Besides Allah’? They will say: ‘They have vanished 
from us. Nay, we did not call upon anything before." Thus 
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Allah leads astray the disbelievers .> 


475. That was because you had been exulting in the earth 
without any right, and that you used to rejoice extremely .> 


476. Enter the gates of Hell to abide therein, and (indeed) what 
an evil abode of the arrogant!> 


The End of Those Who dispute and deny the Signs of 
Allah 


Allah says, ‘do you not wonder, O Muhammad, at those who 
deny the signs of Allah and dispute the truth by means of 
falsehood, how their minds are diverted from the truth and are 
misguided?’ 
4S UES By tent Hee Suilp 

€Those who deny the Book, and that with which We sent Our 

Messengers> 
means, guidance and clear proof. 


tps SS 
¢they will come to know.» This is a stern warning and clear 
threat from the Lord to these people. This is like the Ayah: 
«Woe that Day to the deniers! (77:15) 
4S Aah gate a SEAT ad 
4When iron collars will be rounded over their necks, and the 
chains .> 


means, the chains will be attached to the iron collars, and the 
keepers of Hell will drag them along on their faces, sometimes 
to the boiling water, and sometimes to the Fire. Allah says: 


4Oires 8 34 St a Daread 
they shall be dragged along, in the boiling water, then they 
will be burned in the Fire.> 


This is like the Aydt. 
C6 2 HE GE aT GOS a Ae hd 
<This is the Hell which the criminals denied. They will go 
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between it and the fierce boiling water!> (55:43-44). 
After describing how they will eat Zaqqum (a bitter tree of Hell) 
and drink Hamim (boiling water), Allah says: 
{Oeil Sy as ap 
<Then thereafter, verily, their return is to the flaming fire of 
Hell.> (37:68), 
And Allah says: 


G Jai Conls> 

€.8 2 
€And those on the Left Hand - how (unfortunate) will be those 
on the Left Hand? In fierce hot wind and boiling water, and 


shadow of black smoke, (that shadow) neither cool nor (even) 
pleasant.> until 


Gok Yat ob ye a si Oa 


SB Lal YS SAG So AE oe OAT GRA Stat GX 2p 

Coal py Ab th cell Se Sg ll oe ob 
<Then moreover, verily, - you the erring-ones, the deniers (of 
Resurrection)! You verily, will eat of the trees of Zaggiim. Then 
you will fill your bellies therewith, and drink boiling water on 
top of it. And you will drink (that) like thirsty camels! That 


will be their entertainment on the Day of Recompense!> 
(56:41-44, 51-56), 


JS woot og gh ee aN fab shi aos app 

CES oy AS 0s yA Sall Syl U1 iy HS ce sil 
Verily, the tree of Zaqqiim will be the food of the sinners. Like 
boiling oil, it will boil in the bellies, like the boiling of scalding 
water. (It will be said :) Seize him and drag him into the midst 
of blazing Fire, then pour over his head the torment of boiling 
water. Taste you (this)! Verily, you were (pretending to be) the 


mighty, the generous! Verily, this is that whereof you used to 
doubt!"'> (44:43-50) 


i.e., this will be said to them to rebuke and ridicule them. 
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ail ob oe ORS 2S o SN eh ja A> 

<Then it will be said to them: ‘‘Where are (all) those whom you 

considered partners - besides Allah?'’> 
means, it will be said to them, ‘where are the idols whom you 
used to worship instead of Allah? Can they help you today?’ 

dG is iy 
<They will say: They have vanished from us..." mean, they have 
gone away and they cannot do anything for us.’ 
4Nay, we did not invoke (worship) anything before.> 
means, they will deny that they worshipped them. This is like 
the Ayah: 
Cage © 6G sh 06 iY pls KG 3 Ap 
4There will then be (left) no Fitnah (excuse) for them but to 


say: “By Allah, our Lord, we were not those who joined others 
in worship with Allah."> (6:23) 


Allah says: 
455i ai hd wT > 
4Thus Allah leads astray the disbelievers>. 
cients 5 BON 6 ORE EF Y BD 
<That was because you had been exulting in the earth without 


any right, and that you used to rejoice extremely .> 


means, the angels will say to them, ‘what you are suffering 
now is your recompense for your exulting in the earth without 
any right, and for your extravagance.’ 


4ajeet GE FS Gs Gad Re OSI HE S> 


<Enter the gates of Hell to abide therein, and (indeed) what an 
evil abode of the arrogant!> 


means, what a terrible abode and final destination, filled with 
humiliation and severe punishment for those who arrogantly 
ignored the signs of Allah and refused to accept His proof and 
evidence. And Allah knows best. 
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C14 7 KAP Eee TAF nero tee || whether 
CBS 2725 al SOE gS LI: 
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Cy STM Sole GEES Sail all shall be returned .> 


478. 


verily, the promise of 


is true and 
We show you 


some part of what We 


And, indeed 


We have sent Messengers before you, of some of them We have 
related to you their story. And of some We have not related to 


you their story, and it was not given to any Mess 
should bring a sign except by the leave of Allah 


enger that he 
. But, when 


comes the commandment of Allah, the matter will be decided 


with truth, and the followers of falsehood will then 


be lost.> 


The Command to be Patient and Good News of Victory 


Here Allah commands His Messenger 3 to patiently bear the 
rejection of those who rejected him: ‘Allah will fulfill His 
promise to you that you will be victorious and will prevail over 
your people, and you and those who follow you, will be the 


successful ones in this world and the Hereafter.’ 
CAS ual foo GES Usd 
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¢and whether We show you some part of what We have 
promised them ,> 


means, in this world, and this is what happened, for Allah 
gave them the joy of humiliating the leaders and nobles (of the 
Quraysh), who were killed on the day of Badr, then Allah 
granted them victory over Makkah and the entire Arabian 
Peninsula during the lifetime of the Prophet 2. 


tins Ib GES 5p 


¢or We cause you to die, then still it is to Us they all shall be 
returned .> 


means, ‘and We shall inflict a severe punishment upon them 
in the Hereafter.’ Then Allah says, consoling [His Prophet 3]: 


CBee Cas ok ie AS oe SO) US Ay 


¢And, indeed We have sent Messengers before you, of some of 
them We have related to you their story .> 


as Allah also says in Surat An-Nisa’'"! meaning, ‘We have 
revealed the stories of some of them and how their people 
disbelieved in them, but the Messengers ultimately prevailed.’ 
Cie 2 J oh Ed 
¢And of some We have not related to you their story,> 
and they are many, many more than those whose stories have 
been told, as has been stated in Strat An-Nisad’. Praise and 
blessings be to Allah. 
€if oth I a GE Sy) Se wp 
¢and it was not given to any Messenger that he should bring a 
sign except by the leave of Allah.» 


means, none of the Prophets was able to bring miracles to his 
people except when Allah granted him permission to do that 
as a sign of the truth of the message he brought to them. 


4.at 2h 15> 
<But, when comes the commandment of Allah,> 
means, His punishment and vengeance which will encompass 


(11 See volume three, the Tafsir of Surat An-Nisa’ (4:164). 
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the disbelievers, 


4h o> 
the matter will be decided with truth,» so the believers will be 
saved and the disbelievers will be destroyed. Allah says: 


<ifucsl Sath 5.859 
¢and the followers of falsehood will then be lost.> 
wis a KI kT Us Oe He A KS Sel i 
BE wachh Kopp alee oil eS pews g Ee GE Ay 
45985 af gh 
¢79. Allah, it is He Who has made cattle for you, that you 
may ride on some of them, and of some you eat.> 


€80. And you have (many other) benefits from them, and that 
you may reach by their means a desire that is in your breasts, 
and on them and on ships you are carried.» 


481. And He shows you His Ayat. Which, then of the Ayat of 
Allah do you deny?> 


The Cattle are also a Blessing from Allah and a Sign from 
Him 


Allah reminds His servants of His blessing in that He created 
the cattle [Al-An‘am| for them, which refers to camels, cows 
and sheep; some of them they ride and some of them they eat. 
Camels may be ridden or eaten; their milk is drunk and they 
are used for carrying heavy burdens on journeys to distant 
lands. Cattle are eaten and their milk is drunk; they are also 
used for plowing the earth. Sheep are eaten and their milk is 
also drunk. The hair and wool of all of these animals is used 
to make tents, clothing and furnishings, as we have already 
discussed in Strat Al-An‘am and Surat An-Nahl"! etc. Allah 
says here: 


oe Ae IES Vata fee yore PAH Of, rood se ee te Be ac 
aS Gs KG WOKE ths Ge Yea EAI SS ice oil ID 
Kooks wlll Ges et og Ke Gk ily 


I] See (6:142) and (16:58, 66, 80). 
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¢Allah, it is He Who has made cattle for you, that you may 
ride on some of them, and of some you eat. And you have 
(many other) benefits from them, and that you may reach by 
their means a desire that is in your breasts, and on them and 
on ships you are carried .> 


hoch La hs> 


¢And He shows you His Ayat.> means, ‘His proof and evidence, 
on the horizons and in yourselves.’ 


45753 al pte Bhd 
«Which, then of the Aydt of Allah do you deny? 


means, you cannot deny any of His signs and proofs, unless 
you are stubborn and arrogant. 


Se fF epey © ow Be fee oy og dog hee ota oes 
ors ASSN BE Bgl oe oll Kae GE GE Wye NT g bans aiilp 
pees pi OB ors SOG SIS GA 3 nan, 3 L 
5 CB Sy oe BEG ayy GS AN hoe GAS Soll 
Pe? Pa a a s We eo peor Sh te vie 
peed peaks A ESE wy SO, Gees 75 th en le ce 
CHYKK E555 tae ES HAL HH 

Maga atte sy ale db ole 6 gi ail ok Ch Hf 
€82. Have they not traveled through the earth and seen what 
was the end of those before them? They were more in number 


than them and mightier in strength, and in the traces in the 
land ; yet all that they used to earn availed them not.> 


¢83. Then when their Messengers came to them with clear 
proofs, they were glad (and proud) with that which they had of 
the knowledge (of worldly things). And that at which they used 
to mock, surrounded them .> 


€84. So when they saw Our punishment, they said: ‘We 
believe in Allah Alone and reject (all) that we used to associate 
with Him as (His) partners .""> 


€85. Then their Faith could not avail them when they saw Our 


punishment. (Like) this has been the way of Allah in dealing 
with His servants. And there the disbelievers lost utterly .> 
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The Lesson to be learned from what happened to Those 
Who Came before 


Allah tells us about the nations who rejected their Messengers 
in ancient times. He mentioned the severe punishment they 
suffered despite their great strength, He mentioned the traces 
which they left behind in the earth and the great wealth they 
amassed. None of that availed them anything and could not 
prevent the punishment of Allah at all. That is because when 
the Messengers came to them with clear signs and decisive 
evidence, they did not pay any attention to them. Instead, they 
were content with the knowledge with them, or so they claimed, 
and they said that they did not need what the Messengers 
brought them. Mujahid said, “They said, we know better than 
them, we will not be resurrected and we will not be 
punished.” As-Suddi said, “In their ignorance, they rejoiced 
in what they had of (worldly) knowledge. So Allah sent upon 
them a punishment which they could not escape or resist.” 


regs 35> 
and surrounded them.» means, encompassed them. 
iste “4 Be Gp 


<that at which they used to mock,» means, that which they used 
to disbelieve in and said would never happen, 


4624 Gh CED 
€So when they saw Our punishment,> means, when they saw with 
their own eyes the punieiment which came upon them, they said, 
CGE aay © Gs $555 al ore up 
We believe in Allah Alone and reject (all) that we used to 
associate with Him as (His) partners .> 


means, they affirmed that Allah is One and denied the false 
gods, but this was at the time when excuses were to no avail. 
This is like what Fir‘awn said as he was drowning: 


“4 yz 


4A SH Ley Ew ESe wall Hy HY I > 


(1) At-Tabari 21 :422. 
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€I believe that none has the right to be worshipped but He in 
Whom the Children of Israel believe, and I am one of the 
Muslims.» (10:90) 


But Allah said: 
4d Se CG SS Sick B oaity 
<Now (you believe) while you refused to believe before and you 
were one of the the corrupters.> (10:91) 


meaning, Allah did not accept this from him, because He had 
answered the prayer of His Prophet Misa, when he said, 


¢And harden their hearts, so that they will not believe until 
they see the painful torment (10:88). 


Allah says here: 
Cle bE SM AL HYG Oty ete oy Bp 


¢Then their Faith could not avail them when they saw Our 
punishment. (Like) this has been the way of Allah in dealing 
with His servants .> 
means, this is the ruling of Allah concerning all those who 
repent only when they actually see the punishment: He does 
not accept that from them. It says in the Hadith: 


558 Su aah a3 es Sud a Sp 
‘Allah will accept the repentance of His servant so long as the 
death rattle is not sounding in his throat ..0!"! 


Once the death rattle is sounding and the soul has reached 
the throat, and the dying person actually sees the angel (of 
death), then he can no longer repent. Allah says: 


ii BE 555 
¢And there the disbelievers lost utterly.> 


This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Ghdafir. Praise and 
thanks be to Allah. 


(1 Ibn Majah 2:1420. 
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The Tafsir of Sarah Fussilat" 
(Chapter - 41) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 
sai _ Ss af 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 
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NZS; US | they hear not.> 
45. And — they 
say: “Our hearts are under coverings from that to which you 


"I This Sarah is also known as Ha Mim As-Sajdah. 
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invite us; and in our ears is deafness, and between us and you 
is a screen, so work you (on your way); verily, we are working 
(on our way)."’> 


Description of the Qur’an, and what Those Who turn 
away from it say 


tEecdt GG bf Dad 
¢<Ha Mim. A revelation from the Most Gracious, the Most 
Merciful .> 
means, the Qur’an is revealed from the Most Gracious, Most 
Merciful. This is like the Aydt: 
4B BS op lait te 435 ip 


<Say Rith Al-Qudus (Jibril) has brought it down from your 
Lord with truth> (16:102). 


Cito 6 KS AE & WLM OH 4 G Moe S be App 
¢And truly, this is a revelation from the Lord of all that exists, 
Which the trustworthy Rith (Jibril) has brought down upon your 
heart that you may be (one) of the warners.> (26:192-194). 


dish 1 S35) 
€A Book whereof the Aydt are explained in detail> 
means, its meanings are clear and its rulings are sound and wise. 
diye Oc3> 
<a Qur'an in Arabic) means, because it is a clear Arabic Qur’an, 
its meanings are precise and detailed and its words are clear 
and not confusing. This is like the Ayah: 


415 ph SS oy cis 2 ew ES tsp 


<€(This is) a Book, the Ayat whereof are completed, and then 
explained in detail from One (Allah), Who is All-Wise Well- 
Acquainted> (11:1). 


meaning, it is miraculous in its wording and in its meanings. 
eG oa 


€Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it, (it is) 
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sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise.> (41:42). 


4555 pay 


¢for people who know.) means, this clear style will be readily 
understood by scholars who are thoroughly versed in 
knowledge. 


45355 Uasid 
¢Giving glad tidings and warning,» means, sometimes it brings 
glad tidings to the believers, and sometimes it brings a warning 
to the disbelievers. 


4s Yb MEA shy 
<but most of them turn away, so they hear not.> 


means, most of the Quraysh did not understand anything of it 
at all, despite the fact that it was so clear. 


diel a GE isd 


¢And they say: “Our hearts are under coverings...» meaning, 
they are wrapped and screened, 


weed ic 


45 Ste 5 ad ES ad 
¢from that to which you invite us; and in our ears is 
deafness ,> 
means, ‘we are deaf to the message you bring to us.’ 
CS AS tH LS 


ror 


¢and between us and you is a screen,> ‘so nothing of what you say 
reaches us.’ 
452 Ey jceip 
€so work you (on your way); verily, we are working> 


means, go your way, and we will go our way, and we will not 
follow you. 


Sis WEE oH ath 5 2 Ky Tay ws Kis SS WT 
Gan al Sa Gh rsh As HERS BR al Hoag ti 

tight 2 Ai od saat the, 
€6. Say: “I am only a human being like you. It is revealed to 
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me that your God is One God, therefore take straight path to 
Him and obedience to Him, and seek forgiveness of Him. And 
woe to the polytheists .> 


<7. Those who give not the Zakah and they are disbelievers in 
the Hereafter.> 


<8. Truly, those who believe and do righteous good deeds, for 
them will be an endless reward that will never stop .> 


The Call to Tawhid 
Allah says, 


35> 
€Say> ‘O Muhammad, to these disbelievers and idolators,’ 
€hs 4 Xi TG a3 Me SD 
41 am only a human being like you. It is revealed to me that 
your God is One God,> 


‘not like these idols and false gods which you worship. Allah is 
one God,’ 


25) (b> 
«therefore take straight path to Him> means, ‘worship Him Alone 
sincerely, in accordance with what He has commanded you 
through His Messengers.’ 


34 


¢and seek forgiveness of Him> means, ‘for your past sins.’ 
45245 SS> 
<And woe to the polytheists.» means, doom and destruction is 
their lot. ae 
45ZN S58 Y Gp 
<Those who give not the Zakah> ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from 
Ibn ‘Abbas that this means those who do not bear witness that 
there is no God except Allah"! This was also the view of 
Tkrimah.] This is like the Ayat 
(1) At-Tabari 21 :430. 
(2) At-Tabari 21:430. 
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4Dees ve 5 US & cil Sp 
<Indeed he succeeds who purifies himself. And indeed he fails 
who corrupts himself.» (91:9-10) And; 
E56 5 21S BG o oil Bp 
<Indeed whosoever purifies himself shall achieve success. And 
remembers (glorifies) the Name of his Lord, and prays.> 
(87:14-15) And; 


055 Say ai ye Jap 
¢And say to him: ‘Would you purify yourself?» (79:18) 


What is meant by Zakdh here is purification of the soul, 
ridding oneself of all bad qualities, the worst of which is Shirk. 
The Zakah paid on one’s wealth is so called because it purifies 
wealth, and it is a means of increasing it, blessing it and 
making it more beneficial, and a means of assisting one to use 
it in doing good deeds. 

Qatadah said, “They withheld the Zakah of their wealth.” 
This is the apparent meaning according to many of the 
scholars of Tafsir, and this is the view favored by Ibn Janir.!!! 

But the matter is subject to further examination, because 
the obligation of Zakah was instituted during the second year 
after the Hijrah to Al-Madinah, according to what is stated by 
several scholars. Yet this Ayah was revealed in Makkah. 
However, it is not unlikely that the principle of giving charity 
and Zakah was already in place and had been enjoined at the 
beginning of the Prophet’s mission, as Allah says: 

Rashes 55 8S (35> 
<but pay the due thereof on the day of their harvest> (6:141). 
As for the details of Zakdh and how it is to be calculated 
according to the Nusub, were explained in Al-Madinah. This is 
how we may reconcile between the two opinions. Similarly, 
prayer was originally enjoined before sunrise and before sunset 


at the beginning of the Prophet’s mission; it was only on the 
Night of the Isrd’, a year and a half before the Hijrah, that 


0) at-Tabari 21:431. 
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DOA Gs Gaeta aelys Gale vail (Oye 
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Truly, those who 
wave Sieg conebe cote. etee.c- [believe and do righteous 
MStrearses MSO esilrie She Mei good deeds, for them will 
AS COME LS 0 fo r4sern 4 A440 By a-2r5 be an endless reward 
A | POM os 1 GY Synau'Y 

as see panes ors core || that will never stop.» 
SAS CRM MST Fisk ecidl || Mujahid and others 
a¢ a. & 5 FERGIE NCE; said, “It will never be 
Aid Me eg ee eee off or decrease. 
SSeS 252-4 6 Ga || This is like the Ayat 
43% ” pe pees 47 Burt. 4 
GU bse ile | SAN as ese 
<They shall abide 


heey 


therein for ever.> (18:3) 
<a gift without an end (11:108) 

Dads S as 66h 4 6ks es a BM SE oh SKI SS Se 
(Sal & 0) 3 Sl 5 5G WS oo 
Bale Gl Us ES J oh Gt wig O IS 365 oy TAI gE 
ies Gat Ci OI GS OA Fi Gh aia ie 

CaM gal 36 as 
49. Say: “Do you verily disbelieve in Him Who created the 
earth in two Days? And you set up rivals with Him? That is 
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the Lord of all that exists."’> 


410. He placed therein firm mountains from above it, and He 
blessed it, and measured therein its sustenance in four Days 
equal for all those who ask.> 


411. Then He rose over (Istawa ila) the heaven when it was 
smoke, and said to it and to the earth: ‘Come both of you 
willingly or unwillingly.” They both said: ‘We come 
willingly .""> 

€12. Then He completed and finished their creation (as) seven 
heavens in two Days and He made in each heaven its affair. 
And We adorned the nearest (lowest) heaven with lamps (stars) 
to be an adornment as well as to guard. Such is the decree of 
Him, the Almighty, the All-Knower.> 


Some Details of the Creation of this Universe 
Here Allah denounces the idolators who worship other gods 


apart from Him although He is the Creator, Subduer and 
Controller of all things. He says: 


OE BIS cS og GNI SE oH SKI SES Bp 
<Say: ‘Do you verily disbelieve in Him Who created the earth 
in two Days? And you set up rivals with Him?"'> 
meaning, ‘false gods whom you worship alongside Him?’ 


inde C5 GHsp 


<That is the Lord of the that exists.» the Creator of all things is 
the Lord of all the creatures. Here the Ayah; 


40d 3 LMG SHI SED 
«Who created the heavens and the earth in Six Days> (7:54). 
is explained in more detail; the creation of the earth and the 
creation of the heaven are discussed separately. Allah says 
that He created the earth first, because it is the foundation, 
and the foundation should be built first, then the roof. Allah 
says elsewhere: 
455 2 HS I Ri Ss OM gt KS SE all 
¢He it is Who created for you all that is on the earth. Then He 
rose over (Istawa ila) the heaven and made them seven heavens> 
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(2:29). 
With regard to the Aydt. 


a2 Bb reete 4 % ese ve eee i cage $ one Bog pe 
Rus Gh Ah Bes Ke w ts Wi Je Bp 
“es A 


RG nee 478 WOR te att ete eee ert SED ra “ '” 
Hoc wes) jh es uk GG uss as ENG 


¢Are you more difficult to create or is the heaven that He 
constructed? He raised its height, and has perfected it. Its night 
He covers with darkness and its forenoon He brings out (with 
light). And after that He spread the earth, And brought forth 
therefrom its water and its pasture. And the mountains He has 
fixed firmly, (to be) a provision and benefit for you and your 
cattle.» (79:27-33) 
This Ayah states that the spreading out of the earth came 
after the creation of the heavens, but the earth itself was 
created before the heavens according to some texts. This was 
the response of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, as 
recorded by Al-Bukhari in his Tafsir of this Ayah in his Sahih. 
He recorded that Said bin Jubayr said: “A man said to Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, saying: 1 find some 
things in the Qur’a4n which confuse me: 


405 DAE Gage He OCS Sip 
<There will be no kinship among them that Day, nor will they 
ask of one another (23:101), 
OSL pi & A SD 
And they will turn to one another and question one another >(37:27), 
4B Ge H 5K GD 
<but they will never be able to hide a single fact from Allah} (4:42), 
+B 62K og BD 
<By Allah, our Lord, we were not those who joined others in 
worship with Allah> (6:23) 
But in this Ayah they did hide something. And Allah says: 


ow bee 


LR pe Cage 4 S Ra 
Age at Jak Asi thy 
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¢Are you more difficult to create or is the heaven that He 
constructed?> until; 


4G aS & GNG> 
€And after that He spread the earth.} (79:27-30) 


So He mentioned the creation of the heavens before the earth, 
then He said: 


4s g GM FE all, GEG SEI SD 


<Say: “Do you verily disbelieve in Him Who created the earth 
in two Days?...""} until; 


<inlb> 
qWe come willingly.» Here He mentioned the creation of the 
earth before the creation of the heavens. And He says: 
Ci aS Sp 
verily, Allah (Kana) is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful} (4:23). 
C15) CS ed 
Most Powerful, All-Wise> (4:56). 
¢All-Hearer, All-Seer> (4:58). It is as if He was and is no 
longer.”"! 
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, replied: 
48 HAE Gs ES OCS Ep 
<There will be no kinship among them that Day, nor will they 
ask of one another} (23:101), 
this will happen when the Trumpet is blown for the first time. 
C8 TE aS, GM go SSK a Bec 
And all who are in the heavens and all who are on the earth 
will swoon away, except him whom Allah wills> (39:68), 
and at that time there will be no kinship among them, nor will 


() Kana literally means “was”. 
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. they ask of one another. Then when the Sur will be blown 
again, 
¢And they will turn to one another and question one another> 
(37:27). 
With regard to the Aydt, 
45 aft © v & sib> 


<By Allah, our Lord, we were not those who joined others in 
worship with Allah> (6:23) and 


428 Gal dl 52% S5> 

but they will never be able to hide a single fact from Allahp 

(4:42), 
Allah will forgive the sincere believers their sins, then the 
idolators will say, ‘Let us say that we never joined others in 
worship with Allah.’ Then a seal will be placed over their 
mouths, and their hands will speak. Then it will be known 
that not a single fact can be hidden from Allah, and at that 
point, 

Hea dl 
<those who disbelieved will wish> (4:42). 

Allah created the earth in two days, then He created the 
heavens, then He (Istawda ila) the heaven and gave it its shape 
in two more days. Then He spread the earth, which means 
that He brought forth therefrom its water and its pasture. And 
He created the mountains, sands, inanimate things, rocks and 


hills and everything in between, in two more days. This is 
what Allah says: 


4655 
<(He) spread (the earth)> (79:30) 
And Allah’s saying: 
4st GS SED 
<(He) created the earth in two Days > So He created the earth and 
everything in it in four days, and He created the heavens in two days. 
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£IS 92 


45 an \yghe a 58> 
verily, Allah (Kana) is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful> (4:23). 
This is how He described Himself, and this is how He still is. 
Whatever Allah wills comes to pass, so do not be confused 
about the Qur’an, for all of it comes from Allah.” This was 
recorded by Al-Bukhari.!!! 
4305 3 EM Ed 

<(He) created the earth in two Days} means, on Sunday and 
Monday. 


seer 


40 55 AS os eS Oe SS 
¢He placed therein firm mountains from above it, and He 
blessed it,> 


means, He blessed it and gave it the potential to be planted 
with seeds and bring forth produce. 


ane 4aer 


46551 Ga 5555> 
¢And measured therein its sustenance} 
means, what its people need of provision and places in which 
to plant things and grow crops. This was on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, which together with the two previous days add up 
to four days. 
eyed ae 0 ol a> 
¢in four Days equal for all those who ask.> 


meaning, for those who want to ask about that, so that they 
might know. Tkrimah and Mujahid said concerning the Ayah: 


4G Ga 555d 
qand measured therein its sustenance>: “He placed in every land 


that which is not suited for any other land.”?! Ibn ‘Abbas, 
Qatadah and As-Suddi said, concerning the Ayah, 


€egfed o> 


() Fath Al-Bari 8:418. 
[2] at-Tabari 21:436. 
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equal for all those who ask>: this means, “For whoever wants to 
ask about that.” Ibn Zayd said: 
enh ae 0 nahi a GI Ga 55> 
and measured therein its sustenance in four Days equal for all 
those who ask.> 


“According to whatever a person who is need of provision 
wants, Allah measures out for him what he needs.”?! This is 
like what they said concerning the Ayah: 


4 1477 


CS Go Jee gs Kgs 
€And He gave you of all that you asked for> (14:34). And Allah 
knows best. 
€5E5 oo TAI Sy SEI AD 
€Then He rose over (Istawa ila) towards the heaven when it was 
smoke,> 
i.e., steam which arose from it when the earth was created. 
CUS 3K Ob Gl wig O Sap 
<and said to it and to the earth: ‘Come both es you willingly 
or unwillingly."'> 
meaning, ‘respond to My command and be subjected to this 
action, willingly or unwillingly.’ 
dint Cl We> 
<They both said: “We come willingly."> meaning, ‘we will respond 


to You willingly and everything that You want to create in us —- 
angels, Jinn and men - will all be obedient to You.’ 


4S gh ES SAEED 
<Then He completed and finished their creation (as) seven 
heavens in two Days> 


means, He finished forming them as seven heavens in two 
more days, which were Thursday and Friday. 


hoes 4 rtd oy - fe 
GO Ke ¥ 3 hd 
(1) at-Tabari 21:438. 
(2) At-Tabari 21 :438. 
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éand He decreed in each heaven its affair .> 


means, He placed in each heaven whatever it needs of angels 
and things which are known only unto Him. 


they a, Cat aT 655 
<And We adorned the nearest poe heaven with lamps> 


means, the stars and planets which shine on the people of the 
earth. 


iki > 


das well as to guard.» means, as protection against the Shaydtin, 
lest they listen to the angels on high. 


<5 sit 2s Sp 
€Such is the Decree of Him, the Almighty, the All-Knower> 


means, the Almighty Who has subjugated all things to His 
control, the All-Knower Who knows all the movements of His 
creatures. 


oi be SOM ER oak JE ee Sa J LN agp 
a fh yh EBS 5 Ye BH pa Sas fd 
Oy BBG Bs BS Be Ail g eect se C6 ferigah 
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€13. But if they turn away, then say: “I have warned you of a 
Sa'igah" like the Sa'igah which overtook ‘Ad and Thamiid.''> 
414. When the Messengers came to them, from before them and 
behind them (saying): ‘Worship none but Allah," they said: 
“If our Lord had so willed, He would surely have sent down 
the angels. So, indeed we disbelieve in that with which you 
have been sent ."’> 


415. As for ‘Ad, they were arrogant in the land without right, 


(1 4 thunderbolt or a lightning bolt. 
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and they said: ‘Who is mightier than us in strength?” See they 
not that Allah Who created them was mightier in strength than 
them. And they used to deny Our Ayat!> 
€16. So, We sent upon them a Sarsar wind in days of calamity 
that We might give them a taste of disgracing torment in this 
present worldly life. But surely the torment of the Hereafter will 
be more disgracing, and they will never be helped .> 
€17. And as for Thamiid, We showed them the path of truth 
but they preferred blindness to guidance; so the Sa'igah of 
disgracing torment seized them because of what they used to 
earn .> 


€18. And We saved those who believed and had Taqwa. 


A Warning to the Disbelievers and a Reminder of the 
Story of ‘Ad and Thamiad 


Allah says: ‘Say, O Muhammad, to these idolators who 
disbelieve in the message of truth that you have brought: If 
you turn away from that which | have brought to you from 
Allah, then I warn you of the punishment of Allah like the 
punishment that the past nations suffered for disbelieving in 
the Messengers.’ 
4555 36 tee JE th 
a Si'iqah like the Si'iqah which overtook ‘Ad and Thamiid.> 
and other similar nations who did what they did, 
Kai Sth pgel a be Sta pete > 

<When the Messengers came to them, from before them and 

behind them> 
This is like the Ayah: 

deaile. 505 8h be SA CEH GEN, KB SH ye CE S3G> 
¢And remember (Hiid) the brother of ‘Ad, when he warned his 


people in Al-Ahgaf."! And surely, there have passed away 
warners before him and after him} (46:21). 


which means that in the neighboring towns and cities, Allah 


"1 Curved sand-hills in the southern part of Arabian Peninsula. 
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sent Messengers who commanded the people to worship Allah 
Alone with no partner or associate, and they brought good 
news as well as warnings. They saw the punishment Allah 
sent upon His enemies, and the blessings which He bestowed 
upon His friends, yet despite all of this, they did not believe in 
them. On the contrary, they denied them and rejected them, 


and said: 
qi IN & HE 
€If our Lord had so willed, He would a have sent down 
the angels.> 


meaning, if Allah were to send Messengers, they would be 
angels sent from His presence. 


46S 4 ALS Opp 
4So, indeed we disbelieve in that with which you have been 
sent.> 


means, ‘because you are a mere human; we will not follow you 
because you are just men like us.’ 


4H & ONT 4g WEch 5c CED 
4As for ‘Ad, they were arrogant in the land without right.> 
means, they were arrogant, stubborn and disobedient. 
BG 1 & Yop 
¢and they said : ‘Who is mightier than us in strength?"’> 


They boasted of their physical strength, and power; they 
thought that this would protect them from Allah’s 
punishment. 


CES pe IS 3h pill oN As SEMp 
<See they not that Allah Who created them was mightier in 
strength than them.> 


means, do they not realize, when they are showing enmity, 
that He is the Almighty Who created all things and gave them 
whatever strength they have, and that His onslaught will be 
far greater? This is like the Ayant 


Wages Oy ah Gk aad 
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With Hands did We construct the heaven. Verily, We are able 
to extend the vastness of space thereof.> (51:47) 


They openly opposed the Almighty and denied His signs and 
disobeyed His Messenger. Allah said: 


qian 4) mee cie> 
€So We sent upon them a Sarsar wind>. Some said that this was a 
strongly blowing wind; others said that it was a cold wind. It 
was also said that it is the wind that makes a noise. The truth 
that it was all of these things, for it was a strong wind that was 


an apt punishment for their being deceived by their physical 
strength. It was also intensely cold, as Allah says: 


SRE SS gpd 
qwith a Sarsar wind!> (69:6), meaning a very cold wind. It also 
made a furious sound. Additionally, there is a famous river in 
the east which is called Sarsar because of the noise it makes as 
it flows. 
dod me a> 


in days of calamity> means, consecutive days. 


62 8 5 yd Gop 


= 


seven nights and eight days in succession> (69:7). This is like the 
Ayah: 4 ts 
CE FD 
on a day of calamity, continuous (54:19) 
i.e., the punishment began on a day which was of evil omen 
for them, and this evil omen continued for them, 


oe te 


qi 5 oS yd Ep 
seven nights and eight days in succession> (69:7) 
until they were destroyed, every last one of them, and their 
humiliation in this world was joined to their punishment in 
the Hereafter. Allah says: 
eA ys OGG WAN gS 9 SH ote MAD 
<that We might give them a taste of disgracing torment in this 
present worldly life. But surely the torment of the Hereafter will 
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be more disgracing .> 
meaning, more humiliating for them. 


4 ode 


igre ¥ (aS> 
¢and they will never be helped.> means, in the Hereafter, just as 
they were never helped in this world, and they had no one who 
could protect them from Allah or save them from His 
punishment. 
<And as for Thamiid, We showed them the path of truth> 
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Abu Al-Aliyah, 
Said bin Jubayr, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd said, “We 
explained to them.”'! Ath-Thawri said, “We called them.” 
Allah’s saying; 
Geel oil Use 
<but they preferred blindness to guidance ;> 
means, ‘We showed them the truth and made it clear to them 
through the words of their Prophet Salih, but they opposed 
him and rejected him, and they slaughtered the she-camel of 
Allah which He had made a sign for them of the truth of their 
Prophet.’ 
€o3ii Gai cin eeacls> 
¢so the Sa'igah of disgracing torment seized them> 
means, Allah sent upon them the Sayhah,'?! earthquake, 
intense humiliation, punishment and torment. 
4525 GE Kp 
<because of what they used to earn> means, because of their 
disbelief and rejection. 


deste Sal Cs 
4And We saved those who believed> 


means, ‘We saved them from among them, and no harm came 


0) At-Tabari 21:448 Surah Had [11:94]. 
(21 See volume five, the Tafsir of Sirah Had [11:94]. 


528 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


eaaiet £v4 Pome ease to them;’ Allah saved 
.?) ftir Sed 8, 2 “rye 4a A ae them alon with His 
~ 14 tobe le l0(% oF rf { ‘- & 
zs Aa abell SOLE Aes plpsasediy Lay Prophet Salih, peace 
Oars alea INGE ct RELA be upon him, because 
Lio Ani Sane, ne cete 4; s.c.cesee,_ | Of their fear of Allah. 
Soe: Wy wile Fs0 Bee 55255 NH Mh +e eR 
TAC NS OF O57 LENE OU ne A AB, ne 
‘pass it Ack. SISPIST e Eo Ss 2re 45 ir 
Sevrete 2" § tee 3% 3 Ate ee 8 a Boseiy re ie 
cel SK Ah AZ Ss, 
ds 


coh SION or a4 <. eter. 

bh CEG a5 @ 3d; 

ZAK ory e a) nis AUN 5 
tes 


gle Fe pe ANE CANES 


Srl Gott 5 Jat 
KARNES, SBE 
Cel SoA Sac arw KE 
TOA 5 apa thst 


2.2 oe al 


os. bs 
oe prose seta neprmer ost ac Z 
Se EEE LCs AA al ae 


err) 


BO to ao 
cI Sb SS Mes 
(Hast oh bees 5 A SE IOs oS Gad g 

€19. And (remember) the Day that the enemies of Allah will be 

* gathered to the Fire, then they will be driven.> 
€20. Till, when they reach it, their hearing (ears) and their 
eyes and their skins will testify against them as to what they 
used to do.> 
421. And they will say to their skins, “Why do you testify 
against us?" They will say: ‘Allah has caused us to speak - as 


He causes all things to speak, and He created you the first time, 
and to Him you are made to return.""> 

€22. And you have not been hiding yourselves (in the world), 
lest your ears and your eyes and your skins should testify 
against you; but you thought that Allah knew not much of 


47% 2f tere { see 
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what you were doing .> 

€23. And that thought of yours which you thought about your 
Lord, has brought you to destruction; and you have become of 
those utterly lost!> 

€24. Then, if they bear the torment patiently, then the Fire is 
the home for them, and if they seek to please Allah, yet they are 
not of those who will ever be allowed to please Allah.» 


On the Day of Judgement, the Sinners’ Limbs will 
testify against Them 


CQ cas EN Sh Bt MA Ft 55> 
€And (remember) the Day that the enemies of Allah will be 


gathered to the Fire, then they will be driven.> 


means, remind these idolators of the Day when they will be 
gathered to the Fire and they will be driven, i.e., the keepers of 
Hell will gather the first of them with the last of them, as Allah 
says elsewhere: 


4G GE I ap 55> 
¢And We shall drive the criminals to Hell, in a thirsty state> 
(19:86). 
dtihe 6 6 E> 
<Till, when they reach it,» means, when they stand at its edge, 


CAC BE ASS patcals stem a ap 
<their hearing (ears) and their eyes and their skins will testify 
against them as to what they used to do.> 


means, all their deeds, earlier and later; not a single letter will 
be concealed. 


EK fag 5 pends Yd 
¢And they will say to their skins, “Why do you testify against 
us?"'> 


they will blame their limbs and their skins when they testify 
against them, at which point their limbs will answer: 


45 Bi Kit 5 9B F AN oil at al Gp 
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<They will say: “Allah has caused us to speak - as He causes 
all things to speak, and He created you the first time,> 


means, and He cannot be opposed or resisted, and to Him you 
will return. Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bazz&r narrated that Anas 
bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The 
Messenger of Allah # laughed and smiled one day, and said: 


TK ee) test él ie sls Sho 


«Will you not ask about why I laughed?»” They said, “O 
Messenger of Allah, why did you laugh?” He said: 


IAS ge be Vat ge IST Ab 3S eh di gat 
335 :- Je - Gath posh Revises yd | ys Goh! sheds 5 
Hs SE te Sal (SSS os le RS OE 1, GIS 

cSgtel 225 $key 35 ay 5S 


«] was amazed at how a servant will dispute with his Lord on 
the Day of Resurrection. He will say, ‘My Lord, did You not 
promise me that you would not treat me unjustly?" Allah will 
say, "Yes." The man will say, “I will not accept any witness 
against me except from myself.” Allah will say, ‘Is it not 
sufficient that I and the angels, the noble scribes, are 
witnesses?"' These words will be repeated several times, then a 
seal will be placed over his mouth and his organs (or limbs) will 
speak about what he used to do. Then he will say, ‘Away with 
you! It was only for your sake that I was arguing!""0""") 


It was recorded by him and Ibn Abi Hatim.”! It was also 
recorded by Muslim and An-Nasai.'*! Ibn Abi Hatim recorded 
that Abu Burdah said that Abu Musa said, “The disbeliever or 
the hypocrite will be called to account and his Lord will show 
him his deeds, but he will deny them and say, ‘O Lord, by 
Your glory, this angel has written about me something that I 
did not do.’ The angel will say to him, ‘Did you not do such 


1M Al-Hakim 4:601. 
2] at-Tabari 21:452. 
131 Muslim 4:2280, An-Nasa’ in Al-Kubra 6:508. 
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and such on such and such a day in such and such a place?’ 
He will say, ‘No, by Your glory O Lord, I did not do it.’ When 
he does that, a seal will be placed over his mouth.” Al-Ash‘ari, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, “I think that the first 
part of his body to speak will be his right thigh.” 
Allah’s saying: 
tok G Mal YS Ke Ke oH A aves UF usp 

¢And you have not been hiding yourselves (in the world), lest 

your ears and your eyes and your skins should testify against 

you ;> 
means, their organs and skins will say to them, when they 
blame them for testifying against them, ‘you did not hide from 
us what you used to do, on the contrary, you openly 
committed disbelief and sin, and you claimed that you did not 


care, because you did not believe that Allah knew about all 
your deeds.’ Allah says: 


455) 
<but you thought that Allah knew not much of what you were 
doing. And that thought of yours which you thought about 
your Lord, has brought you to destruction ;> 

meaning, ‘this evil thought, i.e., your belief that Allah did not 


know much of what you were doing, is what has caused you 

to be doomed and has made your losers before your Lord.’ 
dand you have become of those utterly lost!> 

means, ‘in the place of Resurrection, you have lost your own 

selves and your families.’ 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, “I was hiding beneath the covering of the 
Ka‘bah, and three men came along ~ a man from the Quraysh 
and two of his brothers-in-law from Thagif, or a man from 
Thaqif and two of his brothers-in-law from the Quraysh. Their 
bellies were very fat, and did not have much understanding. 
They said some words I could not hear, then one of them said, 
‘Do you think that Allah can hear what we are saying now?’ 
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The other said, If we raise our voices, He will hear it, but if we 
do not raise our voices, He will not hear it.’ The other said, ‘If 
He can hear one thing from us, He can hear everything.’ I 
mentioned this to the Prophet 2%, then Allah revealed the 


words: 
4k G Sai Y Ke Ke oh dass LF usp 


¢And you have not been a aes (in the world), lest 
your ears and your eyes and your skins should testify against 
you> until; 


42,5 % 


<of those utterly lost!>''| This is how it was recorded by At- 
Tirmidhi.'"7) A similar report was also narrated by Ahmad 
(through a different chain), Muslim and At-Tirmidhi,'*! and Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim also recorded (a different chain): I4 


4a cea 3h gb s «3 {2s ogee ssk3 gy A GE AYE Ly % o> 


«Then, if they bear the torment patiently, then the Fire is the 
home for them, and if they seek to please Allah, yet they are not 
of those who will ever be allowed to please Allah.> 


means, whether they bear it patiently or not, they are in the 
Fire and they will have no escape or way out from it, and even 
if they try to please Allah and offer excuses, nothing of that 
will be accepted from them. Ibn Jarir said, “The meaning of 
the Ayah, 
Ce aby 

¢and if they seek to please Allah,> is: They will ask to go back to 
this world, but this plea will not be answered. This is like the 
pu 


of tie 6 GL AI Rect of be, lk Cie SE ES isep 
4 a URS JG & Saybb 


1 Ahmad 1:381. 

2] Tynfat Al-Ahwadhi 9 :123. 

3] Ahmad 1:408, Muslim 4:2142, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9 :124. 
4) Fath Al-Bari 8:424, 425, Muslim 4:2141, 2142. 


Siirah 41. Fussilat (25 - 29) (Part-24) 533 


<They will say: “Our Lord! Our wretchedness overcame us, 
and we were (an) erring people. Our Lord! Bring us out of 
this. If ever we return (to evil), then indeed we shall be 
wrongdoers."” He will say: ‘Remain you in it with ignominy! 
And speak you not to Me!"’>” (23:106-108).!) 

Slag Sai Ay BS Mi GS RE ASS BS A ts; 
shi GS ee that Ue YE gl Sati Rays KE oo GG acti 
te OW GT A oo ye Ah at AT A aie as Ms 
o2 4S a TG OU oi OS Wee all 3, aK 
€25. And We have assigned for them intimate companions (in 
this world), who have made fair seeming to them, what was 
before them and what was behind them. And the Word is 
justified against them as it was justified against those who were 
among the previous generations of Jinn and men that had 
passed away before them. Indeed they (all) were the losers.> 
€26. And those who disbelieve say: ‘Listen not to this Qur'an, 
and make noise in the midst of its (recitation) that you may 
overcome .""> 

€27. But surely, We shall cause those who disbelieve to taste a 
severe torment, and certainly, We shall requite them the worst 
of what they used to do.> 

€28. That is the recompense of the enemies of Allah: the Fire. 
Therein will be for them the eternal home, a recompense for that 
they used to deny Our Ayat.> 

429. And those who disbelieve will say: ‘‘Our Lord! Show us 
those among Jinn and men who led us astray, that we may 
crush them under our feet so that they become the lowest.''> 


The intimate Companions of the Idolators make Evil 
Actions attractive to Them 


Allah tells us that He is the One Who sends the idolators 


0) At-Tabari 21:458. 
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astray, and that this happens by His will and decree. He is the 
All-Wise in His actions, when He appoints for them close 
companions from among the devils of men and Jinn. 


454k 5 peal GU A LD 
¢who have made fair seeming to them, what was before them 
and what was behind them.> 


means, they made their deeds attractive to them in the past. 
As far as the future is concerned, they only see themselves as 
doing good, as Allah says: 

Boke Ass Li 
¢And whosoever turns away blindly from the remembrance of 
the Most Gracious, We appoint for him a Shaytan to be a 
companion for him. And verily, they hinder them from the 
path, but they think that they are guided aright!> (43:36-37) 


til 4b SD 
4And the Word is justified against them> means, the Word of 


torment, just as it was justified against the nations of the past 
who did what they did, men and Jinn alike. 


e+ 


45,5 ig SED 


Indeed they (all) were the losers.» means, they are all equal in 
terms of loss and being doomed. 


How the disbelievers advised One Another not to listen 
to the Qur’an, and the Recompense for that 
és Yad TEE ahi 35) 
¢And those who disbelieve say: ‘Listen not to this Qur’an..."> 


means, they advised one another not to pay heed to the 
Qur’an or obey its commands. 


4a WAG> 
¢and make noise in the midst of its» means, when it is recited, do 


not listen to it. This was the view of Mujahid. “And make noise 
in the midst of its (recitation)” means whistling and trying to 
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make the Messenger of Allah #% confused when he recited 
Qur’an, which is what the Quraysh did. 


tis XH) 
<that you may overcome.> means, this is the practice of these 
ignorant disbelievers and those who follow in their footsteps, 


when they hear the Qur'an. Allah commanded us to be different 
from that, and said: 


qcasry KS tal AG Sci «68 15> 
<€So, when the Qur'an is recited, listen to it, and be silent that 
you may receive mercy.» (7:204). 
Then Allah says: 
tas USE WIS oS Sastlp 
<But surely, We shall cause those who disbelieve to taste a 
severe torment,> 
meaning, in return for what they do when they hear the 
Qur'an. 
Cit HE dh US HERD 
and certainly, We shall requite them the worst of what they 
used to do.> 
means, for their evil deeds. 


Be ney CRag poor oe fae yt pee Mase ee, Baye Se ree ee, ya 
Sal JG, ae Gee OF GT AN Se gs Ah Bi AT TS ie Gasp 
Pa 3, se yard we atees te, 0 £2 oo ” ente ge vo 
& OS Gl 22 whe yh WG OS ga te Yee 

I GeHi 


<That is the recompense of the enemies of Allah: the Fire. 
Therein will be for them the eternal home, a recompense for that 
they used to deny Our Ayat. And those who disbelieve will 
say: “Our Lord! Show us those among Jinn and men who led 
us astray, that we may crush them under our feet so that they 
become the lowest .""> 

It was reported that ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 

concerning the phrase, 


4600 all> 
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<those who led us astray}: “Iblis and the son of Adam who killed 
his brother.”'! As-Suddi reported that ‘Ali, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said; “Iblis is followed by everyone who 
commits Shirk and the son of Adam is followed by everyone 
who commits a major sin. So Iblis is the one who calls people 
to every evil thing, such as Shirk and lesser sins.) As for the 
first son of Adam, it is as confirmed in the Hadith: 


cB Se 35 ISN EY ceed by Sis JbS gat gt VG Sy Vy ub 75 Cis us 
‘No soul is wrongfully killed, but a share of the burden [of that 
sin] will be upon the first son of Adam, because he was the first 
one who set the precedent of killing another.»!*1 
CE C8 HED 
«that we may crush them under our feet> 


means, ‘make them beneath us in the torment, so that they 
will be punished more severely than us.’ 


{ii 3 CSId 


<so that they become the lowest.> means, in the lowest level of 
Hell, as already mentioned in Al-A‘rdf, where the followers ask 
Allah to multiply the torment for their leaders: 


ESAS V $55 Ste $i Sep 
<(Allah) said: ‘For each one there is double (torment), but you 
know not.""> (7:38) 
i.e., Allah will give each of them the torment and punishment 
they deserve for their deeds. This is like the Ayah: 
Hien I 33 WE ey at Qs I LY ally 
COAL 
<Those who disbelieved and hinder (men) from the path of 


Allah, for them We will add torment to the torment because 
they used to spread corruption .> (16:88). 


0) At-Tabari 21 :462. 
(21 At-Tabari 21:462. 
(31 Fath Al-Bari 6:419. 
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430. Verily, those who 
say: “Our Lord is Al- 
lah,"" and then they 
stand firm, on them the 
angels will descend (say- 
ing): ‘Fear not, nor 
grieve! But receive the 
glad tidings of Paradise 
which you have been 
promised!’’> 

431. “We have 

been your friends 
in the life of this world and are (so) in the Hereafter. Therein 
you shall have (all) that your souls desire, and therein you shall 
have (all) for which you ask.''> 


432. “An entertainment from the Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful .""> 


45 ecco, o Syfr tye a Se 
vetbbiecaydG A BGA ha 
ot 2 se of Ae 
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Saeko “itr , se ee 
marta sab adorei 


Glad Tidings to Those Who believe in Allah Alone and 
stand firm 


asset @ oe ote the Beg 
RAGE 63 aS UE pall > 


<Verily, those who say: “Our Lord is Allah," and then they 
stand firm,> 


means, they do good deeds sincerely for the sake of Allah, and 
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they obey Allah, doing what Allah has prescribed for them. Ibn 
Jarir recorded that Sa‘id bin Imran said, “I read this Ayah to 
Abu Bakr As-Siddiq, may Allah be pleased with him: 


qc BME BE Ot > 


€Verily, those who say: “Our Lord is Allah,"" and then they 
stand firm,> 
He said, Those are the ones who do not associate anything 
with Allah.”!'! Then he reported a narration of Al-Aswad bin 
Hilal, who said, “Abu Bakr As-Siddiq, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, ‘What do you say about this Ayah: 


4200 C4 ste ote C4 ae ¢ 
CAGE 6S al Gs Nb ail Sp 


¢Verily, those who say: “Our Lord is Allah,” and then they 
stand firm,>?’ They said: 
ASE 3 St SD 
€"Our Lord is Allah,” and then they stand firm,> 
‘They shun sin.’ He said, ‘You have not interpreted it 
improperly.’ They say: ‘Our Lord is Allah, then they stand firm 
and do not turn to any other god besides Him.’ "7! This was 
also the view of Mujahid, Ikrimah, As-Suddi and others.'*! 
Ahmad recorded that Sufyan bin ‘Abdullah Ath-Thaqafi said, 


“I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, tell me something that I can 
adhere to.’ He # said: 


(esl a «ail Y) : ie 
«Say, my Lord is Allah, then stand firm.» 1 said, ‘O Messenger of 
Allah, what do you fear most for me?’ The Messenger of Allah 
#% took hold of the edge of his tongue and said, 


ay jad 


‘(This is.»"*! This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn 
Majah; At-Tirmidhi said, “Hasan Sahih.’ 

(1) at-Tabari 21:464. 

[2] At-Tabari 21:464. 

3] At-Tabari 21:465. 

4] Ahmad 3:413. 

'S] Tyhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7:91, Ibn Majah 2:1314. 
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Muslim also recorded it in his Sahih, and An-Nasa’i recorded 
that Sufyan bin ‘Abdullah Ath-Thaqafi said, “I said, ‘O 
Messenger of Allah, tell me something about Islam that I will 
not have to ask anyone about it after you.’ He 3% said: 


ceded OS bl LET 2 fio 
‘Say: I believe in Allah, then stand firm.»” - then he mentioned 
the rest of the Hadith,!"! 
€on them the angels will descend>. Mujahid, As-Suddi, Zayd bin 


Aslam and his (Zayd’s] son said, “This means, at the time of 
death, and they will say, 


a I 


<Fear not>.”?) Mujahid, ‘Ikrimah and Zayd bin Aslam said, 
“This means not to fear “that which you will face in the 
Hereafter." 


C52 Vp 
<nor grieve! >for what you have left behind of worldly things, 
children, family, wealth and debt, for we will take care of it for you.’ 
isis UES sh iy St 
<But receive the glad tidings of Paradise which you have been 
promised!> 


So they give glad tidings of the end of bad things and the 
arrival of good things. This is like what is said in the Hadith 
narrated by Al-Bara’, may Allah be pleased with him: 


Sa aos 3 ih Cot GT Bh: yeti co JS Kvich bp 
CORE O55 5 O55 A LS 

‘The angels say to the soul of the believer, ‘Come out, O good 
soul from the good body in which you used to dwell, come out 
to rest, and provision and a Lord Who is not angry."'s!4l 

('! Muslim 1:65. 

21 at-Tabari 21:466, Al-Ourtubi 15:358. 

3! At-Tabari 21 :467. 

(4) Ahmad 4:287. 
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It was said that the angels will come down to them on the Day 
when they are brought out of their graves. Zayd bin Aslam 
said, “They will give him glad tidings when he dies, in his 
grave, and when he is resurrected.” This was recorded by Ibn 
Abi Hatim, and this view reconciles all the opinions; it is a 
good view and it is true. 


455K 35 Cai BSN a Seas 32> 


We have been your friends in the life of this world and are (so) 
in the Hereafter.> 


means, the angels will say to the believers when death 
approaches: “We have been your friends, i.e., your close 
companions, in this world, protecting you and helping you by 
the command of Allah, and we will be with you in the 
Hereafter, keeping you from feeling lonely in your graves and 
when the Trumpet is blown; we will reassure you on the Day 
of Resurrection and will take you across the Sirdt and bring 
you to the Gardens of delight.” 


X28 a8 Cas KD 
<Therein you shall have (all) that your souls desire, > 


means, ‘in Paradise you will have all that you wish for and 
that will delight you.’ 
5955 C 3 Sd 


qand therein you shall have (all) for which you ask. means, 
‘whatever you ask for, it will appear before you as you wish it to be.’ 
(Bei 6 BD 
¢An entertainment from the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .> 


means, ‘a welcoming gift and a blessing from the One Who has 
forgiven your sins and Who is Merciful and Kind towards you, 
Who has forgiven you, concealed your faults and been Kind 
and Merciful.’ 

Y moa & oh JES CS 5.25 aif A | eegerea aA Tenors Boys * 
by BE BS 7G EE sal OG SN Ge Mh as eat oj Ec gs 
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€33. And who is better in speech than he who invites to Allah, 
and does righteous deeds, and says: “I am one of the 
Muslims." 


€34. The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal. Repel 
(the evil) with one which is better, then verily he, between 
whom and you there was enmity, (will become) as though he 


was a close friend .> 


¢35. But none is granted it except those who are patient - and 
none is granted it except the owner of the great portion in this 
world .> 


€36. And if an evil whisper from Shaytan tries to turn you 
away, then seek refuge in Allah. Verily, He is the All-Hearer, 
the All-Knower .> 


The Virtue of calling Others to Allah 
Cell Sys 08s HS 3 
€And who is better in speech than he who invites to Allah,> 
means, he calls the servants of Allah to Him. 


Cis Se i] JH HS Je85> 


¢and does righteous deeds, and says: “I am one of the 
Muslims.''> 


means, he himself follows that which he says, so it benefits 
him as well as others. He is not one of those who enjoin good 
but do not do it themselves, or who forbid evil yet they do it 
themselves. He does good and avoids doing evil, and he calls 
people to their Creator, may He be blessed and exalted. This is 
general in meaning and applies to everyone who calls people to 
what is good and is himself guided by what he says. The 
Messenger of Allah # is the foremost among people in this 
regard, as Muhammad bin Sirin, As-Suddi and ‘Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said.!) 

It was also said that what was meant here is the righteous 
Mu’adhdhin, as it was mentioned in Sahih Muslim: 


cata oy Geel tn J5bf 5 852i 
111 Al-Qurtubi 15 :360. 
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‘The Mu'adhdhins will be the ones with the longest necks on 
the Day of Resurrection .»"\") 


In As-Sunan it is reported that the Prophet # said: 
«553500 aby UY ts AG Bay Sbgthiy gus guyo 
‘The Imam is a guarantor and the Mu'adhdhin is in a position 
of trust. May Allah guide the Imams and forgive the 
Mu'adhdhin 0"?! 


The correct view is that the Ayah is general in meaning, and 
includes the Mu’adhdhin and others. When this Ayah was 
revealed, the Adhdn had not been prescribed at all. The Ayah 
was revealed in Makkah, and the Adhdn was prescribed in Al- 
Madinah after the Hijrah, when it was shown to ‘Abdullah bin 
‘Abd Rabbihi Al-Ansari in a dream. He told the Messenger of 
Allah 3% about it, and he told him to teach it to Bilal, may 
Allah be pleased with him, who had a more beautiful voice, as 
we have discussed elsewhere. So the correct view is that the 
Ayah is general in meaning, as ‘Abdur-Razzaq said, narrating 
from Ma‘mar, from Al-Hasan Al-Basri, who recited this Ayah: 
CEoL & oh JH OS 585 all J Os oe BH Bh as 
¢And who is better in speech than he who invites to Allah, and 
does righteous deeds, and says: “I am one of the Muslims."’> 


and said, “This is the beloved of Allah, this is the close friend 
of Allah, this is the chosen one of Allah, this is the most 
beloved of the all the people of earth to Allah. He responded to 
the call of Allah and called mankind to that to which he had 
responded. He did righteous deeds in response and said, I am 
one of the Muslims.’ This is Allah’s Khalifah.”*) 


{1 Muslim 1:290. 

2] Abu Dawud 1:356, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 1:614. The meaning is that 
the people are to follow the Imam in prayer, and certain matters 
related to it are his responsibility, and the same with the 
Mu’adhdhin, the people will depend upon his announcement of the 
time of prayer. 


(3) ‘abdur-Razzdq 2:187. Ma‘mar did not see Al-Hasan. 
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Wisdom in Da‘wah etc. 


ae 


eh G EH os ip 
<The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal.> 
means, there is a huge difference between them. 


G2 Ae 


Repel (the evil) with one which is better,> means, ‘when someone 
does you wrong, repel him by treating him well,’ as Umar, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, “There is no better punishment 
for one who has disobeyed Allah with regard to you, than your 
obeying Allah with regard to him.” 
nas 85 WE B80 1G BY wall 156> 
then verily he, between whom and you there was enmity, (will 
become) as though he was a close friend .> 


means, ‘if you treat well those who treat you badly, this good 
deed will lead to reconciliation, love and empathy, and it will 
be as if he is a close friend to you and he will feel pity for you 
and be kind to you.’ Then Allah says: 


dike Sail J Gat csp 
<But none is granted it except those who are patient 
meaning, no one accepts this advice and works according to it, 


except for those who can be patient in doing so, for it is 
difficult for people to do. 


dace ES 3 Yh Tait > 
¢and none is granted it except the owner of the great portion> 


means, the one who has a great portion of happiness in this 
world and in the Hereafter. ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that 
Ibn ‘Abbas explained this Ayah: “Allah commands the believers 
to be patient when they feel angry, to be forbearing when 
confronted with ignorance, and to forgive when they are 
mistreated. If they do this, Allah will save them from the 
Shaytan and subdue their enemies to them until they become 
like close friends.”!! 


(1) Fath ALBGri 8:418. 
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€ih Lect ee chil S EK b> 


¢And if an evil whisper from Shaytin tries to turn you away, 
then seek refuge in Allah.> 


means, the devils among men may be deceived by your kind 
treatment of him, but the devils among the Jinn, when they 
insinuate their evil whispers, cannot be dealt with except by 
seeking refuge with the Creator Who gave him power over you. 
If you seek refuge with Allah and turn to Him, He will stop 
him from harming you and bring his efforts to naught. When 
the Messenger of Allah % stood up to pray, he would say: 


C85 Sally oS Se coor WN OLLEN Se dal aoe il Sth 
t] seek refuge in Allah the All-Hearing, All-Knowing, from the 
accursed Shaytan and his evil insinuations, breath and 
impurity.) 
We have already stated that there is nothing like this in the 
Qur’an, apart from the passage in Surat Al-A‘radf, where Allah 
says: 
go ghthl 3%. Hee ty & Cad ~ Zh gal ch 3 pai b> 
df ie Ade as oes 32 Ay ih Lect 
<Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, and turn away from 
the foolish. And if an evil whisper comes to you from Shaytan, 
then seek refuge with Allah. Verily, He is All-Hearer, All- 
Knower.> (7:199-200) 
and the passage in Surat Al-Mu’minin where Allah says: 


See -ef 


Ke At HH Bohs & gpl 2 ST 3c Va ah GD 

4B pie deg wy 4 sels | w Boake Sst 
<Repel evil with that which is better. We are Best-Acquainted 
with the things they utter. And say: “My Lord! I seek refuge 
with You from the whisperings of the Shayatin. And I seek 


refuge with You, My Lord! lest they should come near me."'> 
(23:96-98) 


1! Ahmad 5:253. 
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yourselves to Allah Who created them, if you worship Him .> 

<38. But if they are too proud, then there are those who are with your 
Lord glorify Him night and day, and never are they tired.> 

39. And among His signs; that you see the earth barren, but when 
We send down water to it, it is stirred to life and growth. Verily, He 
Who gives it life, surely is able to give life to the dead. Indeed He is 
Able to do all things.> 


From among the Signs of Allah 
Here Allah reminds His Creation of His power, and that He is 
the One Who has no equal, and He is Able to do all things. 
Allah’s saying; 
<7 ALB GG Jat cs 55 
¢And from among His signs are the night and the day, and the 
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sun and the moon.> 


means, He created the night with its darkness and the day 
with its light, and they alternate without ceasing. And He 
created the sun with its shining light, and the moon with its 
reflected light. and He allotted their stages and gave them 
separate orbits in the heavens, so that by the variations in 
their movements man may know the stages of night and day, 
of weeks, months and years, and time periods related to 
people’s rights, acts of worship and various transactions. 
Moreover, because the sun and moon are the most beautiful of 
the heavenly bodies that can be seen in both the upper and 
lower realms, Allah points out that they are created entities 
which are in a state of enthrallment to Him, subject to His 
dominion and control. So He says: 


htt 1G Ee of Bea coll WAG th SG chy bits ap 


<€Do not prostrate yourselves to the sun nor to the moon, but 
prostrate yourselves to Allah Who created them, if you (really) 
worship Him .> 


meaning, ‘do not associate anything in worship with Him, for 
your worship of Him will be of no benefit to you if you worship 
others alongside Him, because He does not forgive the 
association of others in worship with Him.’ He says: 


EWEN o> 


<But if they are too proud,> i.e., to worship Him Alone, and they 
insist on associating others with Him, 


4555 Lee Sslt> 
then there are those who are with your Lord> i.e., the angels, 
4685 4 55 0G JS A SA 


glorify Him night and day, and never are they tired.> This is like 
the Ayah: 


488 ap & US GO 3 Shs & AS of 


<But if these disbelieve therein, then, indeed We have entrusted 
it to a people who are not disbelievers therein > (6:89). 


ease 55> 
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¢And among His signs> means, signs of His ability to bring the 
dead back to life. 
«that you see the earth eee means, lifeless, with nothing 
growing in it; it is dead. 
5 SI Ii Ge Gs 55> 

<but when We send down water (rain) to it, it is stirred to life 

and growth .> 
means, it brings forth ee kinds of crops and fruits. 


ne 3S, 
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<Verily, He Who gives it life, surely is able to give life to the 
dead. Indeed He is Able to do all things.> 
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440. Verily, those who Yulhidiina Fi Our Aydt are not hidden 
from Us. Is he who is cast into the Fire better or he who comes 
secure on the Day of Resurrection? Do what you will. Verily, 
He is All-Seer of what you do.> 

¢41. Verily, those who disbelieved in the Reminder when it 
came to them. And verily, it is an honorable well-fortified 
respected Book.> 

¢42. Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it, (it 
is) sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise .> 

<€43. Nothing is said to you except what was said to the 
Messengers before you. Verily, your Lord is the Possessor of 
forgiveness, and (also) the Possessor of painful punishment .> 


The Punishment of the Deniers and the Description of 
the Qur’an 
46K i Shak Sil A> 
<Verily, Yulhidiina Fi Our Ayat> 
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Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Al-Ilhadd means putting. words in their 
improper places. ia Qatadah and others said, “It means 
disbelief and obstinate behavior.” 


Do, bere 


qb one Y> 
<are not hidden from Us.> This is a stern warning and dire 
threat, stating that He, may He be exalted, knows who denies 
His signs, Names and attributes, and He will punish them for 
that. He says: 
daca & Ok ob of | LOT a ot slp 
<Is he who is cast into the Fire better or he who comes secure 
on the Day of Resurrection?> 
means, are these two equal? They are not equal. Then Allah 
warns the disbelievers: 
pis 6 ial 
<Do what you will:» Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and ‘Ata’ Al- 
Khurasani said that 
pcs CLL ip 


<Do what you will.> is a threat.'?| Meaning, ‘do what you will of 
good or evil, for He knows and sees all that you do.’ He says: 


Aveg 


R58 SiS ey Hd 
éVerily, He i is All-Seer of what you do.> 


reed tS Sith PS sail > 

<Verily, as who dishelieved i in the Reminder ane it came to 

them .>* 
Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi and Qatddah said, “This is the 
ous A 743) , ‘es ‘ 

| | ria 2 LSS > ; 
¢And verily, it is an honorable well- fortified respected Book. > 

means; it is protected and preserved, and nobody'< can produice 


0) At-Tabari 21:478. 
(21 At-Tabari 21 :478. 
'3) At-Tabari 21:479. | 
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anything like it. 
¢Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it,> 


means, there is no way to corrupt it, because it has been sent 
down by the Lord of the worlds. Allah says: 


4a¢ 2S ESAD> 
€(it is) sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise.> 


meaning, He is Wise in all that He says and does, 
Praiseworthy in all that He commands and forbids; everything 
that He does ‘is for Ei StecMorely ‘purposes and its 
consequences will be good. 


C5 9 th 53 BON ID 


<Nothing is said to you except what was said to the Messengers 

before you.> 
Qataddah, As-Suddi and others said, “Nothing is said to you by 
way of rejection and disbelief, that was not said to the 
Messengers who came before you. Just as you have been 
rejected, they were also rejected. Just as they bore their 
people’s insults with patience, so too you must bear your 
people’s insults with patience.”!"! 


4p od BS iy; 
<Verily, your Lord is the Possessor of forgiveness,» means, for 
those who turn to Him in repentance. 
<i splie 535 


¢and (also) the Possessor of painful punishment:> means, for those 
who persist in disbelief, transgression and stubborn opposition. 
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(1) at-Tabari 21:481. 
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444. And if We had sent this as a Qur'an in a foreign 
language, they would have said: ‘Why are not its verses 
explained in detail? What! Not in Arabic nor an Arab?" Say: 
“It is for those who believe, a guide and a cure. And as for 
those who disbelieve, there is heaviness in their ears, and it is 
blindness for them. They are called from a place far away.''> 


€45, And indeed We gave Miisa@ the Scripture, but dispute 
arose therein. And had it not been for a Word that went forth 
before from your Lord, and the matter would have been settled 
between them. But truly, they are in grave doubt thereto.> 


Rejection of the Qur’an is pure Stubbornness 


Allah tells us that the Qur’an is so eloquent and perfect in its 
wording and meanings, yet despite that the idolators do not 
believe in it. He tells us that their disbelief is the disbelief of 
stubbornness, as He says elsewhere: 
Dt ou Vitae U nae Hh MOS Us & OF Gp 

<And if We had revealed it unto any of the non-Arabs, and he 

had recited it unto them, they would not have believed in it.> 

(26:198-199). 


If the Qur’én had been revealed in the language of the non- 
Arabs, they would have said, because of their stubbornness: 
4s BB ree CHS > 
¢Why are not its verses explained in detail? What! not in 
Arabic and an Arab?> 


meaning, why is it not revealed in detail in Arabic? And by 
way of denunciation they would have said, “What! not in 
Arabic nor from an Arab? - i.e., how can foreign words be 
revealed to an Arab who does not understand them? This 
interpretation was reported from Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, 
Ikrimah, Said bin Jubayr, As-Suddi and others,!"! 


485 A Hes eB 
<Say : “It is for those who believe, a guide and a cure..."> 


(1) At-Tabari 21:482. 
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means, ‘say, O Muhammad: this Qur'an, for the one who 
believes in it, is guidance for his heart and a cure for the 
doubts and confusion that exists in people’s hearts.’ 


4255 cist a SHB I Cals 
4And as for those who disbelieve, there is heaviness in their 
ears,> 
means, they do not understand what is in it. 


RAE Ag 5 
¢and it is blindness for them.» means they are not guided to the 
explanations contained therein. This is like the Ayah: 
OCS Sy Sat 37 Ee Us he BO WS & LD 
¢And We send down of the Qur'in that which is a healing and 
a mercy to those who believe, and it increases the wrongdoers 
nothing but loss.» (17:82). 


<They are called from a place far away. 
Mujahid said, “Far away from their hearts.”!! Ibn Jarir said, 
“It is as if the one who is addressing them is calling to them 


from a distant place, and they cannot understand what he is 
saying.”?! This is like the Ayah: 


Sh ee Bho Was Meh Go Vy ll JS ee St Jed 


<And the example of those who disbelieve is as that of him who 
shouts to those (flock of sheep) that hears nothing but calls and 


cries. (They are) deaf, dumb and blind. So they do not 
understand .> (2:171) 


Taking Misa as an Example 
15 GEE Capel oy Cl a> 
<And indeed We gave Misa the Scripture, but dispute arose 
(1 At-Tabari 21 :485. 
2] at-Tabari 21 :484. 
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i.e., to delay the 
Reckoning until the 
Day of Resurrection, 
¢the matter would have 
been settled between 
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them .> 

means, the punishment would have been hastened for them. 
But they have an appointed time, beyond which they will find 
no escape. 


doef 5 ES AD 
<But truly, they are in grave doubt thereto.» means, their words of 
disbelief are not due to any wisdom or insight on, their part; 
rather they spoke without any attempt at examining it 


thoroughly. This was also the interpretation of Ibn Jarir, and it 
is a plausible interpretation.'!"! And Allah knows best. 
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"4 At-Tabari 21:487. 
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Osh SG HRI GUS oe BG BAI 
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446. Whosoever does righteous good deed, it is for himself; and 
whosoever does evil, it is against himself. And your Lord is not 
at all unjust to (His) servants.> 
447. To Him is referred the knowledge of the Hour. No fruit 
comes out of its sheath, nor does a female conceive nor brings 
forth (young), except by His knowledge. And on the Day when 
He will call unto them (saying): ‘Where are My (so-called) 
partners?"’ They will say: ‘‘We inform You that none of us 
bears witness to it!''> 
448. And those whom they used to invoke before (in this world) 
shall disappear from them, and they will perceive that they have 
no place of refuge.> 


Everyone will be requited according to His Deeds 


Whosoever does righteous good deed, it is for himself ;> 
means, the benefit of which will come to him. 
UGS a os 
<and whosoever does evil, it is against himself.> 
means, the consequences of that will come back on him. 
teal Ab a > 
¢And your Lord is not at all unjust to (His) servants> 


means, He only punishes people for their sins, and He does 
not punish anyone except after establishing proof against him 
and sending a Messenger to him. 


Knowledge of the Hour is with Allah Alone 
Then Allah says: 
stent te 33 ad 
<To Him is referred the knowledge of the Hour.> meaning, no one 


554 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


knows about that apart from Him. Muhammad 3%, the leader of 
mankind, said to Jibril, who is one of the leading angels, when 
he asked him about the Hour: 


ele Se el Ye Uygecit us 


‘The one who is asked about it does not know more than the 
one who is asking.0”!") And Allah says: 


Lp ME Ot Mae 
io 


CE DH Id 
€To your Lord belongs the term thereof.> (79:44) 
GAWD 
€None can reveal its time but He> (7:187). 


Csele YEG 5 12 GUTS OSS & GED 
€No fruit comes out of its sheath, nor does a female conceive 
nor brings forth (young), except by His knowledge.> 
means, all of that is known to Him, and nothing is hidden 


from your Lord the weight of a speck of dust on the earth or 
in the heaven. Allah says: 


4G AS x LES 05 
€not a leaf falls, but He knows it> (6:59). 
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tS Mey 
¢Allah knows what every female bears, and by how much the 


wombs fall short or exceed. Everything with Him is in (due) 
proportion> (13:8). 


CQ 35 TE BAL ate cy Ay BG 
<And no aged man is granted a length of life nor is a part cut 
off from his life, but is in a Book. Surely, that is easy for 
Allah .> (35:11) 

usclest A pal (55> 


Ol Fath AL-Bari 1:140. 
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And on the Day when He will call unto them (saying): 
‘Where are My (so-called) partners?''> 


means, on the Day of Resurrection, Allah will call out to the 
idolators before all of creation and say, “Where are My 
partners whom you worshipped besides Me?” 


45550. E> 
&They will say: We inform You...'"> means, ‘we tell You,’ 
page oe Le UD 
<that none of us bears witness to it.» means, ‘not one of us will 
bear witness today that You have any partner.’ 
€35 on SAE BE 6 pte 555) 

4And those whom they used to invoke before (in this world) 

shall disappear from them,> 
means, they will go away, and will be of no benefit to them. 


dod of ALIS, 
dand they will perceive that they have no place of refuge> 


means, they will have no way of escaping from the 
punishment of Allah. This is like the Ayah: 


woh vr Ze 


Biba GS Wd 5 wa gH GS SEH ap ptt cpp 
¢And the criminals shall see the Fire and apprehend that they 


have to fall therein. And they will find no way of escape from 
there.» (18:53) 


Leer Ace ° wre ay 
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<€49. Man does not get tired of asking for good; but if an evil 
touches him, then he gives up all hope and is lost in despair .> 


€50. And truly, if We give him a taste of mercy from Us, after 
some adversity has touched him, he is sure to say: “This is due 
to my (merit); I think not that the Hour will be established. 


556 oon ____Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
But if I am brought back to my Lord, surely there will be for 
me the best with Him. “Then, We verily will show to the 
disbelievers what they have done, and We shall make them taste 
a severe torment.>. : : 
€51. And when We show favor to man, he turns away and 
becomes arrogant; but when evil touches him, then he has 
recourse to long supplications .> 


Man is fickle when Ease comes to Him after Difficulty 
Allah tells us that man never gets bored of asking his Lord for 
good things, such as wealth, physical health, etc., but if evil 
touches him - i.e., trials and difficulties or poverty - 


€255 3S 
then he gives up all hope and is lost in despair.>, .i.e., he thinks 
that he will never experience anything good again. -. 


€And truly, if We give him a taste of mercy from Us, after 
some adversity has touched him, he is sure to say: ‘This is due 
_ to my (merit)... | 
means, if something good happens to him. or some provision 
comes to him after a period of difficulty, he says, ‘this is 
because of me, because’! deserve this from my Lord.’ 
4215 Saat Mi tp 


I think not that the Hour will be established > 
means, he does not believe that the Hour will come. So when 
he is given some blessing, he becomes careless, arrogant and 
ungrateful, as Allah says: 


<Nay! Verily, man does transgress. Because he considers 
himself self-sufficient .> (96:6) — 
BAT ea GAS oh 
<But if I am brought back to my Lord, surely there will be for 
me the best with Him.> ok 
means, ‘if there is a Hereafter after all, then my Lord will be 
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generous and kind to me just as He was in this world.’ So he 
expects Allah to do him favors in spite of his bad deeds and 
lack of certain faith. Allah says: 


Ck li i ES HL ay US on Se 

<Then, We verily will show to the disbelievers what a have 

done, and We shall make them taste a severe torment.> | 
Thus Allah threatens punishment and vengeance to those 
whose conduct and belief is like that. 

c oF ale, 55 A ey & . FCS Bis> 
4And when We show favor to man, he turns away and becomes 
arrogant ;> 


means, he turns away from doing acts of obedience and is too 
proud to obey the commands of Allah. This is like the Ayah: 


<But [Fir'awn] turned away along with his hosts> (51:39). 


age 


4 FBI AE Hyp 
¢but when evil touches him, means, difficulties, 
af ES sp 
<then he has recourse to long supplications.> 


means, he asks at length for one thing. Long supplications are 
those which are long on words and short on meaning. The 
opposite is concise speech which is brief but full of meaning. 
And Allah says: 


Ken 26 9h te a NG fates es Zot geal & yp 
' oe oS : 41s 3b os jt ws 3 
¢And when harm touches: man, he invokes Us, lying on’ his 
side, or sitting or standing. But when We have removed his 


harm from him, he passes on as if he had never inrpoked Us for 
a hari that touched him!> (10:12) 
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(oie 
452. Say: “Tell me, if it is from Allah, and you disbelieve in 
it? Who is more astray than one who is in opposition far 
away."'> 
€53. We will show them Our signs in the universes, and 
within themselves, until it becomes manifest to them that this is 


the truth. Is it not sufficient in regard to your Lord that He is 
a Witness over all things?> 


454. Lo, Verily, they are in doubt concerning the meeting with 
their Lord. Verily, He is surrounding all things!» 


The Qur’an and the Proofs of its Truth 
Allah says: 
<i> 
<Say> —- ‘O Muhammad, to these idolators who disbelieve in the 


Qur'an’ as 


<Tell me, if it» - this Qur’an — 
as, Fake os aif we 5d 


is from Allah, and you disbelieve in it?> means, ‘what do you 
think your position is before the One Who revealed it to His 
Messenger?’ Allah says: 
dai ha $5 Sg 
<Who is more astray than one who is in opposition far away.> 

means, he is in a state of disbelief, stubbornness and 
opposition to the truth, and is following a path that leads far 
away from guidance. Then Allah says: 


453i a5 a9 4 Go tcp 
¢We will show them Our signs in the universe, and within 
themselves,> 


meaning, ‘We will show them Our evidence and proof that the 
Qur’an is true and has indeed been sent down from Allah to 
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the Messenger of Allah, through external signs, 
{36H a> 


din the universe>,’ such as conquests and the advent of Islam 
over various regions and over all other religions. Mujahid, Al- 
Hasan and As-Suddi said, “And signs within themselves means, 
the battle of Badr, the conquest of Makkah, and other events 
which befell them, where Allah granted victory to Muhammad 
3% and his Companions, and inflicted a humiliating defeat on 
falsehood and its followers.” It may also be that what is meant 
here is man and his physical composition. As detailed in the 
science of anatomy, which indicates the wisdom of the Creator 
- may He be blessed and exalted - and the different 
inclinations and opposite natures that people have, good and 
bad, etc., and the (divine) decrees to which man is subjected, 
having no power to change and over which he has no control. 


th FES, BG HAS SE SS 


<until it becomes manifest to them that this (the Qur'an) is the 
truth. Is it not sufficient in regard to your Lord that He is a 
Witness over all things?> 


means, sufficient is Allah as a Witness over the words and 
deeds of His servants, and He bears witness that Muhammad 
# is telling the truth in what he says, as Allah says: 


disks HS Oy ING 45 ot Sp 
€But Allah bears witness to that which He has sent down unto 
you; He has sent it down with His knowledge> (4:166). 


i ctesihen abe Arne ie 
45435 IG 3 5 a pr YD 


€Lo, Verily, they are in doubt concerning the meeting with 
their Lord .> 


means, they doubt that the Hour will come, they do not think 
about it or strive for it or pay heed to it; on the contrary, they 
regard it as irrelevant and do not care about it. But it will 
undoubtedly come to pass. Then Allah states that He is Able 
to do all things and He encompasses all things, and it is very 
easy for Him to bring about the Hour: 


¢thg 2 Z prea & re Bits 
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< Verily, He is surrounding all things!> 

means, all of creation is subject to His control, dominion and 
knowledge; He is controlling all things by His power, so 
whatever He wills happens, and whatever He does not will 
does not happen, and there is no god worthy of worship apart 
from Him. 

This ‘is the ‘end of the Tafsir 0 of Sirah Fussilat. To saat be 
praise and blessings: 
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The Tafsir of Strat Ash-Shira 
(Chapter - 42) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 
ai i Sf 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 
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<1. Ha Mim.> 

<2. ‘Ain Sin Qaf.> 

43. Likewise Allah, the 
Almighty, the All-Wise 
sends revelation to you 
as to those before you.> 
¢4. To Him belongs all 
that is in the heavens and 
all that is on the earth, and 
He is the Most High, the 
Most Great.> 


<5. Nearly the heavens might be rent asunder from above them, - 
and the angels glorify the praises of their Lord, and ask for 
forgiveness for those on the earth. Lo, Verily, Allah is the Oft- 
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Forgiving, the Most Merciful.» 
<6. And as for those who take as protecting friends others 


besides Him - Allah is Hafiz over them, and you are not a 
trustee over them .> 


The Revelation and Allah’s Might 
We have previously discussed the individual letters. 


42h 3 i OS & Sit 5G Gy oh WED 
<Likewise Allah, the Almighty, the All-Wise sends revelation to 
you as to those before you.> 


means, just as this Qur’an has been revealed to you, so too 
the Books and Scriptures were revealed to the Prophets who 
came before you.’ y 

¢ 5g aul > 


¢Allah, the Almighty> means, in His vengeance 
<isalp 
<the All-Wise> means, in all that He says and does. 


Imam Malik, may Allah have mercy on him, narrated that 
‘A'lishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, “Al-Harith bin 
Hisham asked the Messenger of Allah 3%, ‘O Messenger of 
Allah, how does the revelation come to you?’ The Messenger of 
Allah #% said: 


C8 U gel 2155 95 GH ob beh; oe 
«Sometimes it comes to me like the ringing of a bell, which is 
the most difficult for me; then it goes away, and I understand 
what was said. And sometimes the angel comes to me in the 
image of a man, and he speaks to me and I understand what he 
says 0” 

‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, “I saw him 

receiving the revelation on a very cold day, and when it 

departed from him, there were beads of sweat on his 
forehead.”!'! 


(1 Muwatta’ 1:202. 
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It was also reported in the Two Sahihs, and the version 
quoted here is that recorded by Al-Bukhari.!!! 


4G 3 5 oscal 4 C AD 
<To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the 
earth,> 
means, everything is subject to His dominion and control. 
<tl BAl ssp 
€and He is the Most High, the Most Great.> 
This is like the Ayat: 
4G sea 4Zall> 
¢the Most Great, the Most High> (13:9), and 
46 2551 Ua Bop 
¢He is the Most High, the Most Great} (22:62). 
And there are many similar Aydt. 
454i oe Cols Egcasl 3p 
<Nearly the heavens might be rent asunder from above them,> 
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Ad-Dahhak, 


Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ka‘b Al-Ahbar said, “Out of fear of His 
might.”!?1 


CT A WEES 5s oe Ga Kab 
qand the angels glorify the praises of their Lord, and ask for 
forgiveness for those on the earth.> 
This is like the Ayah: 
Yn aa bE oy SBS ay alee SAA AE SS Bal SNe Sallp 
dts fs 58 See 5 & 
Those who bear the Throne and those an it glorify the 
praises of their Lord, and believe in Him, and ask forgiveness 
for those who believe (saying): ‘‘Our Lord! You comprehend all 


01 Fath Al-Bari 1:25, Muslim 4:1816. 
[2] At-Tabari 21 :501. 
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things in mercy and knowledge,''> (40:7) 
el SH Sh Hl, STD 
<Lo! Verily, Allah is the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful. > 
This is a reminder, to take heed of this fact. 
és CN 245s oe WET all> 
¢And as for those who take as protecting friends others besides Him> 
This refers to the idolators, 


ded fas 4 ot i> 
<Allah is Hafiz over them.> meaning, He is Witness to their 
deeds, recording and enumerating them precisely, and He will 
requite them for them in full. — 
IS pile EN Gd 
¢and you are not a trustee over them.> meaning, ‘you are just a 
warner, and Allah is the Trustee of all affairs.’ 


aan ce So oy th A ad Ce 63 ay CoN aS 

TS Jods Y SG $5 Oh ade § Qatt 4 345 Sib Bs 

. $c sae G Boot Ae Spuitl : at 

47. And thus We have revealed to 1 you a Qur'an in Arabic that 

you may warn the Mother of the Towns and all around it, and 

warn (them) of the Day of Assembling of which there is no 

doubt, a party will ve in Paradise and a party in the aang 
Fire.> 


<8. And if Allah had willed, He could have made them one 
nation, but He admits whom He wills to. His mercy. And the 
wrongdoers will have neither a protector nor a helper.> 


The Qur’an was revealed to serve as a Warning 
Allah says, just as We sent revelation to the Prophets before you,’ 
; Oi bt aes if 4 \ tas tasl> 


éthus We have revealed to you a Qur'an in Arabic 
meaning, plain, clear, and manifest 


dess3i A 5adi 
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<that you may warn the Mother of the Towns}, i.e., Makkah, 
qe 55> oe 

¢and all around it,>. means, all the: lands, east and: west. 
Makkah is called Umm Al-Qura (the Mother of the Towns) 
because it is nobler than all other lands, as indicated by much 
evidence ‘that has been discussed elsewhere. Among the most 
concise and clear proofs of that is the report recorded by Imam 
Ahmad from ‘Abdullah bin ‘Adi bin Al-Hamra’ Az-Zuhri, who 
heard the Messenger of Allah 3% say, as he was. standing in the 
market place of Makkah; 

Got e315 at Gy at veil bh; al et SBS hy age 


* 
eet 


Rega 


«By Allah, you are the best land tof Allah, the most beloved 
land to Allah; were it not for the fact that I was driven out 
from you, I would never have left you. alt] 


This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, An- Nasa and Ibn 
Majah; At-Tirmidhi said, “Hasan Sahih.’"! 


<ecdi i 53> 
<and warn (them) of the Day of Assembling> 


i.e., the Day of Resurrection, when Allah’ will assemble the Aree 
and last in one plain. 


a SD 
<of which there is no doubt,> means, there is no doubt that it will 
happen and will most certainly come to pass. 
a party will be in Paradise and a party in the blazing Fire.> 
This is like the Ayah: 
cial on, i i Sh Pt kes a 
¢(And remember) the Day when He will gather you (all) on the 


1) Ahmad 4:305. 6 5 SOS ae ae 


(21 Twhfat Al. Ahwadhi 10:426, An-Nasa’i in Al: EKubré 2 :479, Ibn Majah 
1:1037. 5° pol 
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Day of Gathering, — that will be the Day of mutual loss and 
gain> (64:9). 
which means that the people of Paradise and the people of 
Hell will gain and lose, respectively. And it is like the Ayah: 
a ass pal EAE th GS AM oe GE SKF aS yg Bp 
HES shh Vy SE pita IAG Gps wh Fy OSS 54 


46 a » seas oe 


qIndeed in that (there) is a sure lesson for those who ioe the 
torment of the Hereafter. That is a Day whereon will be 
gathered together, and that is a Day when all (the dwellers of 
the heavens and the earth) will be present. And We delay it 
only for a term fixed. On the Day when it comes, no person 
shall speak except by His leave. Some among them will be 
wretched and (others) blessed .> (11:103-105) 


Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah #% came out 
to us, holding two books in his hand. He said, 


outs ga & S,53%b 
«Do you know what these two books are?» 
We said, “We do not know unless you tell us, O Messenger 
of Allah.” Concerning the book in his right hand, He 3 said: 
eet oF cnatis peti earl dab al ook Galt 55 b. Sts the 


“al « re Jats WG eed NR ] cael oe 
‘This is a book from the Lord of the worlds, containing the 
names of the people of Paradise and of their fathers and tribes; 
all of them are detailed, down to the last one of them, and 
nothing will be added or taken away from it.» 

Then concerning the book in his left hand, he 3% said: 
eel ole Ql ot cpebtis peut tol ppurl th gal ots Mae 
asd: ae) oat Yo 4d 31% Y 


‘This is the book of the people of Hell, containing their names 
and the names of their fathers and tribes, all of them are 
detailed down to the last one of them, and nothing will be added 
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or taken away from it.» 


The Companions of the Messenger of Allah % said, “Why 

should we strive if it is something that is already cut and 

dried?” The Messenger of Allah # said: : 
See GT ee Sy eta yal ye, Fs Ee Cots 58 1g Sdn 

ee SE foe by tn yal pce, FY oO es by 

«Strive with your deeds as hard as you can for middle course or 
close to it, for the person who is destined for Paradise will die 
doing the deeds of the people of Paradise, regardless of what he 
did before, and the person who is destined for Hell will die 
doing the deeds of the people of Hell, regardless of what he did 
before.» 
Then he # made a gesture with his fist and said, 


tall Se Se 32 KS ER 
"Your Lord has settled the matter of His servants) and he 
opened his right hand as if throwing something; 
hall ob 
tA party in Paradise.» 
and he made a similar gesture with his left hand; 


Ctl 3 Gi 
«And a party in the blazing Fire.» 
This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, and An-Nasa’7; At- 
Tirmidhi said, “Hasan Sahih Gharib.”"! 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Nadrah said, “One of the 
Companions of the Prophet #, whose name was Abu 
Abdullah, was visited by some of his friends, and they found 
him weeping. They asked him, ‘What has caused you to weep? 
Didn’t the Messenger of Allah # say to you, 

(Ji 3 let Guy, Le 
nu Ahmad 2:167. See the following note. 


1 Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 6 :350, An-Nasa’t in Al-Kubra 6 :452. The chain 
of this Hadith contains a narrator over whose reliability there is a 
difference of opinion. The majority consider it an authentic Hadith. 
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USS tab BETA «Trim your moustache 
ree ee aect «fry c [and adhere to that prac- 

na AS de tbes ss abt tice until you meet me?’ 
et Gaver Sable wo YISe5 || He said, ‘Yes, but I 
orate utes vs, |heard the Messenger 

“i PAE AAT | of atian 3g say; 

oa PRA AS ISLE ooo 43 dud ay by 

wee ra CAGES grind Eso ; a hy oaks? is 
os pero ie code) oA) odd odd Jb 
Ape SAA PCOS ENE ESSE; gel ys 

5) nace se5 i sds coi || Allah picked up a 

4-8 Pre Sen ee Kescee as es handful in His Right 

iho ee anion Jace Le Hand and another in His 

Sills sare 2h t-4 nite kc |jother Hand, and said, 

prt mere! pele posce 14.4 | This is for this and this 

Os pas 1558 Boast ccSIhS is for fis, and I do not 

Shingdtee cee cuss |ewe.”> 

é ey ve 2C a ‘And ' do not know in 

58s Eee oes which of the two 


ecalic PALS rex Begs 7 Oe handfuls I am," 
rec Ks ree aay i There are several 
Pa SHEE ccc se oa Hadiths about Al- 
Qadr (the Divine 
Decree) in the books of Sahih, Sunan and Musnad. Including 


those narrated by ‘Ali, Ibn Mas‘id, ‘A’ishah and a large 
number of Companions, may Allah be pleased with them. all. 


ies Eh eh HP 


<And if Allah had willed, He could have made them one 
nation ,> 


means, either all following giianeecs or all fellowing 
misguidance, but He made them all different, and He guides 
whomsoever He wills to the truth and He sends astray 
whomsoever He wills, and He has complete wisdom and 
perfect proof. Allah says: 


0) Ahmad 4:176. 
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qbut He admits whom He wills to His mercy. And_ the 
wrongdoers will have neither a protector nor a helper.> 


re EDL oY ne cde cerned rhe Byte ok goto con ° + arte 
OSS AE EA SH A BB Bal Lgl iso Ui Sp 

- Pa eg ZS Ca? ¢ 2, se “2 4 eRe 
Abu Qed re) HESp ate 55 ail 35 ait dt PAE 9S oe ag Hes 
Pane 57 SAA 27 ak Ss. 4 4407 ok Pee Peat 
$43 PHL ESN UN 55 65) Sai eS ie NG occ 
naa 4 


je leva 7 FS ard tye ete BP ° 
ot GN Ee YG oScSl AN A A Lt os Mt at 


O4 


‘J 
oy 
. 
x 


1 
t." 
. 
r 


€9. Or have they taken protecting friends besides Him? But 


Allah — He Alone is the protector. And He Who gives life to 
the dead, and He is Able to do all things.> 


€10. And in whatsoever you differ, the decision thereof is with 
Allah. Such is Allah, my Lord in Whom I put my trust, and to 
Him I turn in repentance .> 


€11. The Creator of the heavens and the earth. He has made for 
you mates from yourselves, and for the cattle (also) mates. By 
this means He creates you. There is nothing like Him, and He 
is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.> 


412. To Him belong the keys of the heavens and the earth. He 
enlarges provision for whom He wills, and straitens. Verily, He 
is the All-Knower of everything .> 


Allah is the Protector, Ruler and Creator 


Here Allah denounces the idolators for taking other gods 
instead of Allah, and declares that He is the True God, and it 
is not right to worship anyone except Him Alone. He is the 
One Who is able to bring the dead back to life and He is Able 
to do all things. Then He says: 


€58 Sy ELS yt on 98 AEN UD 


¢And in whatsoever you differ, the decision thereof is with 
. Allah.> . 


means, in whatever issue you differ. This is general in 
meaning and applies to all things.. 


570 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
<i Sy XSS5 
<the decision thereof is with Allah.» means, He is the Judge of 


that, according to His Book and the Sunnah of His Prophet 3. 
This is like the Ayah: 


4255 A SES 5 9 BE op 


<(And) if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to 
Allah and His Messenger> (4:59). 


455 258 7X5 

<€Such is Allah, my Lord> means, (He is) the Judge of all things. 
ded iy 285 sed 
<in Whom I put my trust, and to Him I turn in repentance. 
means, 1 refer all matters to Him.’ 
iis spc my 
<The Creator of the heavens and the earth.» means, the Maker of 
them both and everything in between. 
405) KM Sep 


¢He has made for you mates from yourselves,> 


means, of your own kind. As a blessing and a favor from Him, 
He has made your kind male and female. 


CCS EM 55> 
¢and for the cattle (also) mates.» means, and He has created for 
you eight pairs of cattle. 
443 S35R> 
¢By this means He creates you.) means, in this manner He 


creates you, male and female, generation after generation of 
men and cattle. 


8 tS Sp 
<There is nothing like Him,> means, there is nothing like the 


Creator of these pairs, for He is the Unique, the Self-Sufficient 
Master, Who has no peer or equal. 
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Eel fest 3h5 
€He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.> 
CNG oss Ae Ay 
€To Him belong the keys of the heavens and the earth.> 

We have already discussed the interpretation of this phrase in 
Surat Az-Zumar (39:63), the conclusion of which is that He is 
the One Who is controlling and governing them. 


wee 


5385 EH ot Syl Let> 
¢He expands provision for whom He wills, and straitens.> 
means, He gives plentiful provision to whomsoever He wills 


and He reduces it for whomsoever He wills, and He is perfectly 
Wise and Just. 


<Verily, He is the All-Knower of everything .> 

SS vA oy GSS GH ES! CAG OS ow it oil 3 Ki ep 
5 5k Ay AE GGL FS 55 SG at Wal Sy 
ra tS LN OB Bed ool wags AS 
bs SH Gil Sell 5 po al Act yl dy Os» cae EG 
€13. He (Allah) has ordained for you the same religion which 
He ordained for Nath, and that which We have revealed to you, 
and that which We ordained for Ibrahim, Misa and ‘Isa saying 
you should establish religion and make no divisions in it. 
Intolerable for the idolators is that to which you call them. 
Allah chooses for Himself whom He wills, and guides unto 
Himself who turns to Him in repentance.> 

414. And they divided not till after knowledge had come to 
them, through transgression between themselves. And had it 
not been for a Word that went forth before from your Lord for 
an appointed term, the matter would have been settled between 


them. And verily, those who were made to inherit the Scripture 
after them, are in grave doubt concerning it.> 
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The Religion of the Messengers is One 
Allah says to this Ummah: 
t OU) tsi salty ag *” 9 G opitt oY Se eid 
¢He (Allah) has ordained for you the same religion which He 
ordained for Nith, and that which We have revealed to you,> 


Allah mentions the first Messenger who was sent after Adam, 
that is, NGh, peace be upon: them, and the last of them. is 
Muhammad 3%. Then He mentions those who came in between 
them who were the Messengers of strong will, namely Ibrahim, 
Musa and Isa bin Maryam. This Ayah mentions all five, just 
as they are also mentioned in the nue in. Sarat Al-Ahzab, 
where Allah. says: | 


i re) ws oy es e ws ay pais Sei on 6s > 


¢And (remember) when We took from the Prophets their 
covenant, and from you, and from Nih, Ibrahim, Musa, and 
‘Isa son of Maryam.> (33:7). 
The Message which all the Messengers brought was to worship 
Allah Alone, with no partner or pisos as Allah says: 
te agZels i vt ay ¥ a ai cme v Syn ot ys ont [<3 > 


4And We did not send any Messenger before you but We 
revealed to him (saying): None has the right to be worshipped 
but I, so worship Me.> (21:25). 


And according to a Hadith (the Prophet #% said): 
Bi ee a wlely the cote 3931 otis 58s Sie to \ 
- (We Prophets are brothers and our religion is one. ltl 
In other words, the common ‘bond between ‘them is. that Allah 
Alone is to be worshipped, with no partner or associate, even 
though their laws and ways may differ, as Allah says. 
41045 igs 3 tke the > ie 
¢To each among you, We have prescribed a law and a clear 
way (5:48). 
Allah says ‘here: 


(1) Fath ALBari 6:550. 
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453 BS YS Sat Gal D 

<saying you should establish religion and make no divisions in 

it.> ; 
meaning, Allah enjoined all the Prophets (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon them all) to be as one and He forbade them 
to differ and be divided. 

45) APEC OSE E> 
Intolerable for the idolators is that to which you call them.> 


means, ‘it is too much for them to bear, and they hate that to 
which you call them, O Muhammad, i.€., Tawhid.’ 


yee la 


dtd & oh 0275 AG & oh a AD 
Allah chooses for Himself whom He wills, and guides unto 
Himself who turns to Him in repentance .> . 
means, He is the One Who decrees guidance for those who 
deserve it, and decrees misguidance for those who prefer it to 
the right path. Allah says here; 

CaN ae 6 sb IE wp : 
€And they divided not till after knowledge had come to them,> 
means, their opposition to the truth arose after it had come to 
them and proof had been established against them. Nothing 
made them resist in this manner except their transgression 

and stubbornness. _ an 
4S SNS BS oe E50 LK Ep 

<And had it not been for a Word that went forth before from 

your Lord for an appointed term,> | 
means, were it not for the fact that Allah had already decreed 
that He would delay the reckoning of His servants until the 
Day of Resurrection, the punishment would have been 
hastened for them in this world. fe 

esas be CEST BS Salt Syd 
And verily, those who were made to inherit the Scripture after 


means, the later generation which came after the, earlier 
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generation which had rejected the truth. 
dup 4 45 dE > 


dare in grave doubt concerning it.» means, they do not have any 
firm conviction in matters of religion; they merely imitate their 
forefathers, without any evidence or proof. So they are very 
confused and doubtful. 


ai SG, dak i Agel 5 SS Sod eee Guest $36 Eis > 
Kh ee RAG Aceh S05 vies Gi Kis 5 2a Fcc Sa E35 —— 
45 hill 5 Kee ek ot ae 


415. So unto this then invite (people), and stand ae as you 
are commanded, and follow not their desires but say: “'I believe 
in whatsoever Allah has sent down of the Book and I am 
commanded to do justice among you. Allah is our Lord and 
your Lord. For us our deeds and for you your deeds. There is 
no dispute between us and you. Allah will assemble us (all), 
and to Him is the final return."'> 


This Ayah includes ten separate and independent ideas, each 
of which is a ruling on its own. They (the scholars) said that 
there is nothing else like it in the Qur’an, apart from Ayat Al- 
Kursi [2:255], which also includes ten ideas. 


453 6 <eys5 > 


So unto this then invite (people),> means, ‘so call people to this 
which We have revealed to you and which We enjoined upon all 
the Prophets before you,’ the Prophets of major ways [of 
Shari‘ah] that were followed, such as the Messengers of stone 
will, and others. 


qe lee, py> 
qand stand firm as you are commanded,» means, ‘adhere firmly, 


you and those who follow you, to the worship of Allah as He 
has commanded you.’ 


qa ial 235 “I5> 


¢and follow not their desires» means, the desires of the idolators, 
in the falsehoods that they have invented and fabricated by 
worshipping idols. 
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qCise » BGI GE dan > 


but say: “I believe in whatsoever Allah has sent down of the 
Book..." 


means, ‘I believe in all the Books that have been revealed from 
heaven to the Prophets; we do not differentiate between any of 
them.’ 


C55 IY Ssh 


¢and I am commanded to do justice among you.> means, 
when judging according to the commands of Allah. 


555 Gaal 
¢Allah is our Lord and your Lord.» means, ‘He is the One Who is 
to be worshipped, and there is no true God but He. We affirm 
this willingly, and even though you do not do so willingly, 


everyone in the universe prostrates to Him obediently and 
willingly.’ 


Ki Xi; chal Tp 


¢For us our deeds and for you your deeds.» means, ‘we have 
nothing to do with you.’ This is like the Ayah: 


ie BY x. 


6305 15 toy WH Jah ay A Sie By yo J EE o> 
€And if they demy you, say: “For me are my deeds and for 
you are your deeds! You are innocent of what I do, and I am 
innocent of what you do!"'> (10:41) 


<There is no dispute between us and you.» Mujahid said, “This 
means, no argument.”"! As-Suddi said, “This was before Ayah 
of the sword was revealed.” This fits the context, because this 
Ayah was revealed in Makkah, and Ayah of the sword [22:39- 
40] was revealed after the Hijrah. 

ee 


I At-Tabari 21:518. 
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BIRNIES tho Pe ¢Allah will assemble us 
“Met 1 ae Was sila ORE SIG (all),> means, on the 
“ee Day of Resurrection. 
This is like the Ayah: 
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<Say: “Our Lord will 
assemble us all together, 
then He will judge be- 
tween us with truth. 
And He is the Just 
Judge, the All-Knower of 
the true state of 
affairs.” (34:26). 
€inc5\ 35> 
<and to Him is the final 
return.» means, the 


final return on the 
Day of Reckoning. 
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416. And those who dispute concerning Allah, after it has been 
accepted, of no use is their dispute before their Lord and on 
them is wrath, and for them will be a severe torment .> 

$17. It is Allah Who has sent down the Book in truth, and the 
Balance. And what can make you know that perhaps the Hour 
is close at hand?> 


418. Those who believe not therein seek to hasten it, while those 
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who believe are fearful of it, and know that it is the very truth. 
Verily, those who dispute concerning the Hour are certainly in 
error far away.> 


A Warning to Those Who dispute concerning Matters of 
Religion 

Here Allah warns those who try to hinder those who believe in 
Allah, from following His path. 


C5 Soh 63h be Hg SHE S35 
¢And those who dispute concerning Allah, after it has been 
accepted ,> , 
means, those who dispute with the believers who have 


responded to Allah and His Messenger, and try to stop them 
from following the path of guidance. 


igi ke Ades ED 
<no use is their dispute before their Lord» means, it is futile before 
Allah. 
qe ayes 
¢and on them is wrath,» means, from Him. 
thi Like (5) 
qand for them will be a severe torment.» means, on the Day of 
Resurrection. Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and 
Mujahid said, “They disputed with the believers after they 
responded to Allah and His Messenger, and tried to prevent 
them from following the path of guidance, hoping that they 
would return to Jdhiliyyah.”""! Qatadah said, “These were the 
Jews and Christians who said to them, ‘Our religion is better 
than your religion, our Prophet came before your Prophet, and 
we are better than you and closer to Allah than you.’”?! This 
was nothing but lies. 
Then Allah says: 


tH ASH SA wali i> 
(1 At-Tabari 21:518, 519. 
(21 At-Tabari 21:519. 
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lt is Allah Who has sent down the Book in truth,> referring to all 
the Books which were revealed from Him to His Prophets. 


iid > 
¢and the Balance.) means, justice and fairness. This was the 
view of Mujahid and Qatadah.!"! This is like the Aydt: 

Cth AOI is Stal sit te OG ech cay Ga Sp 
<Indeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs, and 
revealed with them the Scripture and the Balance that mankind 
may keep up justice> (57:25). 

G al Gi Was Dole 6 GAS Nil Ges Gas a> 
Baht YS 

¢And the heaven He has raised high, and He has set up the 

Balance. In order that you may not transgress (due) balance. 

And observe the weight with equity and do not make the 

balance deficient .»(55:7-9) 

€i3 GH L,% USD 
¢And what can make you know that perhaps the Hour is close 
at hand?> 


This is encouragement (to strive) for its sake, a terrifying 
warning, and advice to think little of this world. 


Uy 3 TT ey ptt > 
<Those who believe not therein seek to hasten it,> 
means, they say, ‘when will this promise be fulfilled, if you are 
telling the truth?’ But they say this by way of disbelief and 
stubbornness, thinking that it is unlikely to happen. 
de Sak tn SIG 


qwhile those who believe are fearful of it} means, they are afraid of 
it happening. 

2 555) 
qand know that it is the very truth.» means, that it will 
0) At-Tabari 21:520. 
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undoubtedly come to pass, so they prepare themselves for it 
and strive for its sake. It was reported through various chains 
of narration, a number reaching the level of being Mutaw2<tir, in 
Sahih and Hasan narrations, in the Books of Sunan and 
Musnad. 

According to some versions, a man addressed the Messenger 
of Allah # in a loud voice, when he was on one of his 
journeys, calling out to him, “O Muhammad!” The Messenger 
of Allah #% replied in a similar manner, “Here I am!” The man 
said, “When will the Hour come?” The Messenger of Allah 3 
said, 

ty) S342 US BC gi Gap 


‘Woe to you! It will most certainly come. What have you done 
to prepare for it?» 
He said, “Love for Allah and His Messenger.” He 3% said: 
wel ty woth 
«You will be with those whom you love.s'"| According to another 
Hadith: 
Weel fg @ tly 
«A man will be with those whom he loves.v!?! 


This is Mutawatir beyond a doubt. The point is that he did not 
answer his question about when the Hour would happen, but 
he commanded him to prepare for it. 


E22 a yt GAM 5 VID 
<Verily, those who dispute concerning the Hour) 
means, who dispute whether it will happen and think it is 
unlikely ever to come, 
4x5 is D> 


dare certainly in error far away.) means, they are clearly 
ignorant, because the One Who created the heavens and the 
earth is even more able to give life to the dead, as Allah says: 


Ol Fath Al-Bari 10:573, Muslim 4 :2033. 
21 Muslim 4 :2034. 
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date Sith 5 ps 2 SRT OE ll 55> 

<And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat 
it; and this is easier for Him> (30:27). 
(eS Sgail ~ssail 3 a5 o Sis wate Aa aul > 

BGM SS Ly Ot 5 HE AAG wall 
Je cll G3 od Ls Beet i I 
& a oe Spi 5 pe me Gad ail 
ISA os g osaa (L ue SS Ly G5 Ss ce 


€19. Allah is very Gracious and Kind to His servants. He gives 
provisions to whom He wills. And He is the All-Strong, the 
Almighty .> 

€20. Whosoever desires the reward of the Hereafter, We give 
him increase in his reward, and whosoever desires the reward of 
this world, We give him thereof, and he has no portion in the 
Hereafter .> 


€21. Or have they partners with Allah who have instituted for 
them a religion which Allah has not ordained? And had it not 
been for a decisive Word, the matter would have been judged 
between them. And verily, for the wrongdoers there is a painful 
torment .> 


€22. You will see the wrongdoers fearful of that which they 
have earned, and it will surely befall them. But those who 
believe and do righteous deeds (will be) in the flowering 
meadows of the Gardens. They shall have whatsoever they desire 
with their Lord. That is the supreme grace.> 


The Provision of Allah in this World and the Hereafter 


Here Allah speaks of His kindness towards His creation, in 
that He provides for every last one of them and does not forget 
anyone. When it comes to His provision, the righteous and the 
sinner are alike. Allah says: 


C3 os che rat 


ieee iy F WES Cet P VY NT 9 x0 05> 
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¢And no moving creature is there on the earth but its provision 
is due from Allah. And He knows its dwelling place and its 


deposit. All is in a Clear Book.> (11:6) 
And there are many similar Aydt. 


dd B3ar 
4S 4 BG 


<He gives provisions to whom He wills.» means, He gives 
generously to whomsoever He wills. 


<eall Assit 385 
<And He is the All-Strong, the Almighty .> 
means, there is nothing that can overpower Him. Then Allah says: 
45H SF LO md 
<Whosoever desires the reward of the Hereafter,» means, whoever 
does things for the sake of the Hereafter, 
ar a Ay 

<We give him increase in his reward,> meaning, ‘We will give him 
strength and help him to do what he wants to do, and We will 
increase it for him. So for every good, We will multiply it and 


give him between ten and seven hundred good rewards,’ as 
much as Allah wills. 


deed or HE 4g AG GH ad CA OF Ay SE cp 
dand whosoever desires the reward of this world, We give him 
thereof, and he has no portion in the Hereafter .> 


means, whoever strives for the purpose of worldly gains, and 
never pays any heed to the Hereafter at all, Allah will deny 
him the Hereafter; and in this world, if He wills He will give to 
him and if He does not will, he will gain neither. So the one 
who strives with this intention in mind will have the worst 
deal in this world and in the Hereafter. The evidence for that 
is the fact that this Ayah is reinforced by the passage in 
Subhan (i.e., Sdrat Al-Isrd) in which Allah says: 


Sher Bes 284 re50r 


cs “4h 2: cer 20 Gee ore as. es 
wie Hee SBE BE GO 2 ES Ss Dorw 
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oil Dike Gy ake oF os a IG 3, Ns SE LE Ks 
<Whoever desires the quick-passing, We readily grant him what 
We will for whom We like. Then, afterwards, We have 
appointed for him Hell; he will (enter) burn therein disgraced 
and rejected. And whoever desires the Hereafter and strives for 
it, with the necessary effort due for it while he is a believer - 
then such are the ones whose striving shall be appreciated. On 
each — these as well as those - We bestow from the bounties of 
your Lord. And the bounties of your Lord can never be 
forbidden. See how We prefer one above another (in this world), 
and verily, the Hereafter will be greater in degrees and greater 
in preferment.> (17:18-21) 

It was reported that Ubayy bin Ka‘b, may Allah be pleased 

with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah 2% said: 


ete det 3 yal BSN 2G B55; sESIL ohne sho 
tore eV GIES Se je 

‘Give the glad tidings to this Ummah of sublimity, high status, 
victory and power in the land. But whoever among them does 
the deeds of the Hereafter for the sake of worldly gain, will have 
no portion of the Hereafter») 

Making Legislation for the Creatures is Shirk 

Allah says: 


Cl a She DG cil 53 EE He 2 o> 


¢Or have they partners with Allah who have instituted for them 
a religion which Allah has not ordained?> 


means, they do not follow what Allah has ordained for you of 
upright religion; on the contrary, they follow what their devils 
(Shayatin), of men and Jinn, have prescribed for them. They 
anette taboos, such as the Bahirah, Sd’ibah, Wasilah or 
Ham. 


1) Ahmad 5:134. 


[2] For an explanation of these, see volume three, the Tafsir of Surat 
AL-Ma’idah 5 :103. 
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They also permitted eating flesh and blood of animals not 
slaughtered for consumption, gambling and other kinds of 
misguidance, ignorance and falsehood. These are things that 
they invented during Jdhiliyyah, when they came up with all 
kinds of false rulings on what was permitted and what was 
forbidden, and false rites of worship and other corrupt ideas. It 
was recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah #% said: 


a] saw ‘Amr bin Luhayy bin Qama‘ah dragging his intestines in 
Hell") — because he had been the first one to introduce the 
idea of the Sda@’ibah. This man was one of the kings of the 
Khuza‘ah tribe, and he was the first one to do these things. He 


was the one who had made the Quraysh worship idols, may 
the curse of Allah be upon him. Allah said: 


Cre Gal Jill Cae 55> 
¢And had it not been for a decisive Word, the matter would 
have been judged between them.> 


means, the punishment would have been hastened for them, 
were it not for the fact that it had already been decreed that it 
would be delayed until the Day of Resurrection. 


¢And verily, for the wrongdoers there is a painful torment.> 
i.e., an agonizing torment in Hell, what a terrible destination. 
The Terror of the Idolators in the Place of Gathering 


€You will see the wrongdoers fearful of that which they have 
earned ,> 


means, in the arena of Resurrection. 

dig (36 Sad 
dand it will surely befall them.» means, the thing that they fear will 
undoubtedly happen to them. This is how they will be on the Day 


I Fath Al-Bari 6 :633. 
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Whe, Wok SG 
Aa os 9 suai 
435 See Sf E 
¢But those who believe 
and do righteous deeds 
(will be) in the flowering 
meadows of the Gardens. 
They shall have whatso- 
ever they desire with 
their Lord .> 
What comparison can 
there be between the 
former and the latter? 
How can the one who 
will be in the arena of 
resurrection in a state 
of humiliation and 
fear, deserving it for 
his wrongdoing, be 
compared with the 
one who will be in the 
gardens of Paradise, enjoying whatever he wants of food, 
drink, clothing, dwellings, scenery, spouses and other delights 
such as no eye has seen, no ear has heard, and has never 
crossed the minds of men. Allah says: 


tical Jil 3 cas 
<That is the supreme grace.» means, the ultimate victory and 


complete blessing. 
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Gis § Gis $B GE hy ks ose wt 
7 37, “Ff Ase «4 Ze one ae ce 9 00 se o - 4 
ie oe Ay acl Sil GAS Susi ait co GS te OS of OF 


» ak 


ego 3 Bee er asia, 


faa On sey) lO Rwealay SB phipdinrny os yo 3 
pends oss eh oscil 
Rp CaO AVIS GC) Bere 
init, MSG Pe ren ee eas 
rae Babes Xi ea 


i: 


Stirah 42. Ash-Shiira (23 - 24) (Part-25 585 


423. That is whereof Allah gives glad tidings to His servants 
who believe and do righteous good deeds. Say: ‘‘No reward do I 
ask of you for this except to be kind to me for my kinship with 
you."' And whoever earns a good righteous deed, We shall give 
him an increase of good in respect thereof. Verily, Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate.> 


424. Or say they: ‘He has invented a lie against Allah?" If 
Allah willed, He could have sealed up your heart. And Allah 
wipes out falsehood, and establishes the truth by His Word. 
Verily, He knows well what are in the breasts.> 


Good News of the Blessings of Paradise for the People of 
Faith 


Having mentioned the gardens of Paradise, Allah then says to 
His servants who believe and do righteous deeds: 
€e Bats) ijl.e5 ici cdi * sole ri are all BS> 
<That is whereof Allah gives glad tidings to His servants who 
believe and do righteous good deeds.> 


meaning, this will undoubtedly come to them, because it is 
glad tidings from Allah to them. 


Cit 3 Bai yo ke KET Y y> 


<Say: ‘‘No reward do I ask of you - this except to be kind to 

me for my kinship with you." 
means, '‘say, O Muhammad, to these idolators among the 
disbeliever of Quraysh: I do not ask you for anything in return 
for this message and sincere advice which I bring to you. All I 
ask of you is that you withhold your evil from me and let me 
convey the Messages of my Lord. If you will not help me, then 
do not disturb me, for the sake of the ties of kinship that exist 
between you and I.’ Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn ‘Abb&s, may 
Allah be pleased with him, was asked about the Ayah: 


iia 4 Sai Ap 
¢except to be kind to me for my kinship with you.> 


Sa‘id bin Jubayr said, “To be kind to the family of 
Muhammad.” Ibn ‘Abbas said, “No, you have jumped to a 
hasty conclusion. There was no clan among Quraysh to whom 
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the Prophet 3% did not have some ties of kinship.” Ibn ‘Abbas 
said, “Except that you uphold the ties of kinship that exist 
between me and you.” This was recorded by Al-Bukhari."! It 
was also recorded by Imam Ahmad with a different chain of 
narration.|?! 
det a sf Ee SE 

¢And whoever earns a good righteous deed, We shall give him 

an increase of good in respect thereof 
means, ‘whoever does a good deed, We will increase him in 
good for it, i-e., in reward.’ This is like the Ayah: 

4g ON 2 oe BF a Fe ot 958 HEE tus St > 


<Surely, Allah wrongs not even of the weight of a speck of 
dust, but if there is any good, He doubles it, and gives from 
Him a great reward .> (4:40) 


45K Sue ai yd 
<Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate. 


means, He forgives many bad deeds and increases a small 
amount of good deeds; He conceals and forgives sins and He 
multiplies and increases the reward of good deeds. 


The Accusation that the Prophet # fabricated the 
Qur’an - and the Response to that 


Allah’s saying; 
4k F 5B GHG op OL AK KH BE Ap 
<€Or say hey “He has invented a lie against Allah?" If Allah 
willed, He could have sealed up your heart.> 


means, ‘if you had invented any lies against Him, as these 
ignorant people claim,’ 


4 


als & Ed 


€He could have sealed up your heart .> 
means, ‘and thus caused you to forget what had already come 


(1 Fath ALBGri 8 :326. 
[2] Ahmad 1:229. 
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to you of the Qur'an.’ This is like the Ayah: 


¢And if he had forged a false saying concerning Us (Allah), We 
surely would have seized him by his right hand, and then We 
certainly would have cut off his life artery, And none of you 
could have withheld Us from (punishing) him.> (69:44-47) 


which means, ‘We would have wrought the utmost vengeance 
upon him, and no one among mankind would have been able 
to protect him.’ And Allah said: 


425K Gl > 


¢and establishes the truth by His Word.» means, He establishes it 
and strengthens it and makes it clear by His Words, i.e., by His 
evidence and signs. 


4 pi oi, De Kid 
<Verily, He knows well what are in the breasts.> 


means, all that is hidden in the hearts of men. 
SMM CG BBS LEE cs As tet of ss ate SB IE Gl 
Sit AN ES BG RTE de oh SAG Sa og Phys catwtal Bs Uc 
SR cal HS We AE orale A iG ¢ py SK SS ON go ET oats 
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CSAS Sgt 5 Hess hss HAS Cas Sc 
€25. And He it is Who accepts repentance from His servants, 
and forgives sins, and He knows what you do.> 


426. And He answers those who believe and do righteous good 
deeds, and gives them increase of His bounty. And as for the 
disbelievers, theirs will be a severe torment.> 


€27, And if Allaly were to extend the provision for His 
servants, they would surely rebel in the earth, but He sends 
down by measure as He wills. Verily, He is, in respect of His 
servants, the Well-Aware, the All-Seer.> 

428. And He it is Who sends down the rain after they have 
despaired, and spreads His mercy. And He is the Wali, Worthy 
of all praise ..> 
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Allah accepts Repentance and responds to 
Supplications 


Here Allah reminds His servants that He accepts repentance. If 
they turn to Him and come back to Him, then by His kindness 
and generosity He forgives, overlooks and conceals (their sins), 
as He says: 


Grr 4 PAR te + toe Zh poet eye S ~~ ~~ ee 
425 OAS af ant Gt pi Bae cus tee es 


€And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks 
Allah's forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.) (4:110) 
It was reported in Sahih Muslim that Anas bin Malik, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah 3% 
said: 
cat YE ge gob dinky Sub yes 1 CHEE i Lil 


i ly Sh 13) Ws fe eb y Gal SE ub oo abst 
Chath ts chy cute il tah sofia te Ju Eo tgathesy JEG tite 
toil gut bs 

‘Allah is more pleased with the repentance of His servant than 
anyone of you who loses his riding beast in a barren land, and 
it was carrying his food and drink; he despairs of ever finding 
it, so he comes to a tree and lies down in its shade, having 
given up all hope of finding his riding beast; then whilst he is 
there like that, suddenly he sees it standing near him, so he 
takes hold of its reins and because of his great joy he says, “O 
Allah, You are my slave and I am Your Lord!" - i.e,. he makes 
a mistake because of his great joy .»”'! 

A similar report was also narrated in the Sahih from ‘Abdullah 

bin Mas‘ad, may Allah be pleased with him.'?! 


este Sp JE ol 535 
¢And He it is Who accepts repentance from His servants,} 


1) Muslim 4 :2104. 
(21 Muslim 4 :2103. 
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It was reported that Az-Zuhri said, concerning this Ayah, that 
Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The 
Messenger of Allah 3% said: 


“its Es gilt otc 3 SS gy Sus ty oats oy ES ABT 
a ebait g 


‘Allah rejoices more over the repentance of His servant than 
one of you feels when he finds his lost camel in a place where he 
had feared that he would die of thirst .»""| 


Hammam bin Al-Harith said, “Ibn Mas‘id was asked about a 
man who commits immoral sins with a woman and then 


marries her. He said, There is nothing wrong with that,’ and 
recited: 


dake 3 TIE call 35> 
4And He it is Who accepts repentance from His servants} .”!?! 
desist op isp 
¢and forgives sins,» means, He will accept repentance in the 
future, and He forgives past sins. 
Chis v fs 


¢and He knows what you do.) means, He knows all your deeds 
and actions and words, yet He still accepts the repentance of 
those who repent to Him. 


(42< 


Ge Si S Ba 5 Sas 


¢And He answers those who believe and do righteous good 
deeds,> 


As-Suddi said, “This means, He responds to them.” This was 
also the view of Ibn Jarir: “It means that He answers their 
supplication for PH mSeIves their companions and their 
brothers.) 


dais os yd 
0) ‘Abdur-Razzdéq 3:191. This narration is supported by the previous. 


[21 At-Tabari 21:533. 
(31 At-Tabari 21 :534. 
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¢and gives them increase of His bounty.> 
means, He answers their supplications and gives them more 
besides. Qatadah said, narrating from Ibrahim An-Nakhai Al- 
Lakhmi about the Ayah: 
4S UZ Was Gl tas 
€And He answers those who believe and do righteous good 
deeds,> 


- (this means) they intercede for their brothers; 


as ve 


C2455 of Ags > 
<and gives them increase of His bounty.> 
- (this means) they intercede for their brothers’ brothers.,!"! 
hak Se A afiG> 
¢And as for the disbelievers, theirs will be a severe torment.> 


- having mentioned the believers and the great reward that is 
theirs, Allah then mentions the disbelievers and the severe, 
painful, agonizing torment that they will find with Him on the 
Day of Resurrection, the Day when they are brought to 
account. 


The Reason why Provision is not Increased 
CAN 3 HS ts Spi it £5 Hp 
¢And if Allah were to extend the provision for His servants, 


they would surely rebel in the earth,> 


means, ‘if We gave them more provision than they need, this 
would make them rebel and transgress against one another in 
an arrogant and insolent manner.’ 
ie SE atl BG 5h TE SGP 
<but He sends down by measure as He wills. Verily, He is, in 
respect of His servants, the Well-Aware, the All-Seer.> 


means, but He gives them provision according to what is in 
their best interests, and He knows best about that. So He 
makes rich those who deserve to be rich, and He makes poor 


") At-Tabari 21:534. 
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those who deserve to be poor. 
CAS Gas be Ea IK wal hop 

¢And He it is Who sends down the rain after they have 

despaired ,> 
means, after the people have given up hope that rain will fall, 
He sends it down upon them at their time of need. This is like 
the Ayah: 

CA 5 of ye SK IG BE opp 
¢And verily, before that (rain) - just before it was sent down 
upon them - they were in despair!> (30:49) 


425055 ASS> 
¢and spreads His mercy.» means, He bestows it upon all the 
people who live in that region. Qatadah said, “We were told that 
a man said to Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with 
him, ‘O Commander of the faithful, no rain has come and the 


people are in despair.’ Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, ‘Rain will be sent upon you,’ and he recited: 


Paine Det ody Seeley ae MACS Ye oo worte faesy ae ode 
SAS GN 585 ait TAG A eas b. Coail SR all Sa5> 
¢And He it is Who sends down the rain after they have 


despaired, and spreads His mercy. And He is the Protector, 
Worthy of all praise>.”'| 


Meaning He is the One Who is in control of His creation, 
taking care of what will benefit them in this world and the 
Hereafter, and the consequences of all His decrees and actions 
are good, for which He is worthy of all praise. 


AS yet BASE we ye by ANG goes Bh ail By 
4525 G toe al i ot KG SH a eet 
429. And among His Ayat is the creation of the heavens and 


the earth, and whatever moving creatures He has dispersed in 
them both. And He is Able to assemble them whenever He 


"l At-Tabari 21:537. 
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wills .> 


€30. And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because of 
what your hands have earned. And He pardons much.> 


€31. And you cannot escape from Allah in the earth, and 
besides Allah you have neither any protector nor any helper.> 


Among the Signs of Allah is the Creation of the Heavens 
and the Earth 
Cea 5d 
¢And among His Ayat> the signs which point to His great might 
and power, 
dts 25 ANG osecil Bhd 
¢is the creation of the heavens and the earth, and whatever 
moving creatures He has dispersed in them both.> 


means, whatever He has created in them, i.e., in the heavens 
and the earth. 


EK wd 
¢and whatever moving creatures) this includes the angels, men, 
Jinn and all the animals with their different shapes, colors, 
languages, natures, kinds and types. He has distributed them 
throughout the various regions of the heavens and earth. 
€35> 
¢And He> means, yet despite all that, 
525 LG 1 pgm BD 
¢is Able to assemble them whenever He wills .> 


means, on the Day of Resurrection, He will gather the first 
and the last of them, and bring all His creatures together in 
one place where they will all hear the voice of the caller and 
all of them will be seen clearly; then He will judge between 
them with justice and truth. 


The Cause of Misfortune is Sin 
45d EES CS it ot PE > 
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«And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because of what 
your hands have earned .> 


means, ‘whatever disasters happen to you, O mankind, are 
because of sins that you have committed in the past.’ ; 


4S fifiSsd 


¢And He pardons much.» means, of sins; ‘He does not punish 
you for them, rather He forgives you.’ 


“ 


CE BE FALE LH LG SD 


¢And if Allah were to punish men for that which they earned, 
He would not leave a moving creature on the surface of the 
earth> (35:45). 


According to a Sahih Hadith: 

Yo V5 6 V5 3 V5 Cal be I Sed Ut od gdlin 
Osy B55 Be cule by Se Gt is 

«By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, no believer is stricken 
with fatigue, exhaustion, worry or grief, but Allah will forgive 
him for some of his sins thereby - even a thorn which pricks 
him a" 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Mu‘awiyah bin Abi Sufyan, may 


Allah be pleased with him, said, “I heard the Messenger of 
Allah #% say: 


a ee ae a a ee a 
fy we Ge BSUS GI aS VI adh once Co Seb Cet et fr 
Price 


«No physical harm befalls a believer, but Allah will expiate for 
some of his sins because of it.»'?! 
Imam Ahmad also recorded that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be 
pleased with her, said, “The Messenger of Allah #% said: 


CESS OSSY lus Mn sen HR GS EK Oy ad OS os ip 
«If a person commits many sins and has nothing that will 
expiate for them, Allah will test him with some grief that will 


0) Ahmad 2:303. 
(2) Ahmad 4:98. Similar was recorded by Muslim no. 6567. 
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Sell sprasncssoedloan Ao one patient ~— and 


@ Ss IRoS Boch | grateful.» 

434. Or He may 
destroy them because of that which their (people) have earned. 
And He pardons much.> 


i 
ole 


435. And those who dispute as regards Our Ayat may know 
that there is no place of refuge for them .> 


Ships are also among the Signs of Allah 


Allah tells us that another sign of His great power and 
dominion is the fact that He has subjugated the sea so that 
ships may sail in it by His command, so they sail in the sea 
like mountains. This was the view of Mujahid, Al-Hasan, As- 
Suddi and Ad-Dahhak. In other words, these ships on the sea 


0) Ahmad 6:157. The chain of narrators is deficient but it may be 
considered to have support from the previous narration. 
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are like mountains on land.!1! 
eck £416 wd 

<If He wills, He causes the wind to cease,py means, the winds that 
cause the ships to travel on the sea. If He willed, He could 
cause the winds to cease, then the ships would not move and 
would remain still, neither coming nor going, staying where 
they are on the surface of the water. 

48 Kec ah a Sp 

<Verily, in this are signs for everyone patient> 

means, who is patient in the face of adversity 


€ 52> 


gand grateful.» means, in the fact that Allah has subjugated the 
sea and He sends as much wind as they need in order to travel, 
there are signs of His blessings to His creation for everyone who 
is patient, i.e., at times of difficulty, and grateful, i.e., at times 
of ease. 


KUT ty Stes SID 
Or He may destroy them because of that which their (people) 
have earned .> 
means, if He wills, He may destroy the ships and drown them, 
because of the sins of the people on board. 
45 & 355 


¢And He pardons much.» means, of their sins; if He were to 
punish them for all of their sins, He would destroy everyone 
who sails on the sea. Some of the scholars interpreted the Ayah 


4S ty Sead SD 
<Or He may destroy them because of that which their (people) 
have earned .> 


as meaning, if He willed, He could send the wind to blow 
fiercely so that it would take the ships and divert them from 
their courses, driving them to the right or the left, so that they 


( At-Tabari 21 :541. 
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would be lost and would not be able to follow their intended 
path. This interpretation also includes the idea of their being 
destroyed. This also fits the first meaning, which is that if 
Allah willed, He could cause the wind to cease, in which case 
the ships would stop moving, or He could make the wind 
fierce, in which case the ships would be lost and destroyed. 
But by His grace and mercy, He sends the wind according to 
their needs, just as He sends rain that is sufficient. If He sent 
too much rain, it would destroy their houses, and if He sent 
too little, their crops and fruits would not grow. In the case of 
lands such as Egypt, He sends water from another land, 
because they do not need rain; if rain were to fall upon them, 
it would destroy their houses and cause walls to collapse. 


ond of AU GH o Se Sell (sd 
<And those who dispute as regards Our Ayat may know that 
there is no place of refuge for them.> 


means, they have no means of escape from Our torment and 
vengeance, for they are subdued by Our power. 
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Keine 
436. So whatever you have been given is but (a passing) 
enjoyment for this worldly life, but that which is with Allah is 
better and more lasting for those who believe and put their trust 
in their Lord .> 

€37. And those who shun the greater sins, and Al-Fawahish, 
and when they are angry, they forgive. 

€38. And those who answer the Call of their Lord, and perform 
the Salah, and who (conduct) their affairs by mutual 
consultation, and who spend of what We have bestowed on 
them .> 

€39. And those who, when an oppressive wrong is done to 
them, take revenge.> 


Stirah 42. Ash Shitra (36 - 39) (Part-25) 597 
The Attributes of Those Who deserve that which is with 
Allah 4 


Here Allah points out the insignificance of this worldly life and 
its transient adornments and luxuries. 


€0M lS ot Ah DD 

€So whatever you have been given is but (a passing) enjoyment 

for this worldly life.> 
means, no matter what you achieve and amass, do not be 
deceived by it, for it is only the enjoyment of this life, which is 
the lower, transient realm that will undoubtedly come to an 
end. 

4iy FE i de > 
qbut that which is with Allah is better and more lasting} 


means, the reward of Allah is better than this world, and it 
will last forever, so do not give preference to that which is 
transient over that which is lasting. Allah says: 


ii 


¢for those who believe> means, for those who are patient in 
forgoing the pleasures of this world, 


45555 433 Jd 
qand put their trust in their Lord.) means, so that He will help 
them to be patient in doing what is obligatory and avoiding 


what is forbidden. 
Then Allah says: 


4And those who shun the greater sins, and Al-Fawahish,> 


We have already discussed sin and Al-Fawdhish in Surat Al- 
Ara! 


Kiss oS ak C193) 


¢and when they are angry, they forgive.» means, their nature 
dictates that they should forgive people and be tolerant. 


0) See Surat ALA‘raf 7 :33. 
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Vengeance is not in their nature. It was reported in the Sahih 
that the Messenger of Allah 3% never took revenge for his own 
sake, only when the sacred Laws of Allah were violated.!" 


ie GUE SIG) 
¢And those who answer the Call of their Lord,> 


means, they follow His Messenger # and obey His commands 
and avoid that which He has prohibited. 


isi i265 
¢and perform As-Salah> - which is the greatest act of worship of 
Allah, may He be glorified. 
pea cai ASD 
<and who (conduct) their affairs by mutual consultation,> 
means, they do not make a decision without consulting one 
another on the matter so that they can help one another by 


sharing their ideas concerning issues such as wars and other 
matters. This is like the Ayah: 
451 3 pBighhs> 

¢and consult them in the affairs (3:159). The Prophet #§ used to 
consult with them concerning wars and other matters, so that 
they would feel confidant. When Umar bin Al-Khattaéb, may 
Allah be pleased with him, was dying, after he had been 
stabbed, he entrusted the choice of the next Khalifah to six 
people who were to be consulted. They were Uthman, ‘Ali, 
Talhah, Az-Zubayr, Said and ‘Abdur-Rahman bin ‘Awf, may 
Allah be pleased with them all. Then all of the Companions, 
may Allah be pleased with them, agreed to appoint ‘Uthman as 
their leader. 


djs AS Lp 
¢and who spend of what We have bestowed on them.> 


this means kindly treating the creation of Allah, starting with 
those who are closest, then the next closest, and so on. 


CHaee 6 aH pal & lbp 


0! Fath Al-Bari 10:541. 
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¢And those who, when an oppressive wrong is done to them, 
take revenge.> 


means, they have the strength to take revenge on those who 
commit aggressive wrong and hostile acts against them. They 
are not incapable of doing so and they are not helpless; they 
are able to take revenge against those who transgress against 
them, even though when they have the power to take revenge, 
they prefer to forgive, as when Yusuf, peace be upon him, said 
to his brothers: 
qi ai ah KE OAD 
€No reproach on you this day; may Allah forgive you> 
(12:92). 

even though he was in a position to take revenge on them for 
what they had done to him. The Messenger of Allah # forgave 
the eighty people who intended to do him harm during the 
year of Al-Hudaybiyah, camping by the mountain of At-Tan‘im. 
When he overpowered them, he set them free, even though he 
was in a position to take revenge on them. He also forgave 
Ghawrath bin Al-Haérith who wanted to kill him and 
unsheathed his sword while he was sleeping. The Prophet 3% 
woke up to find him pointing the sword at him. He reproached 
him angrily and the sword dropped. Then the Messenger of 
Allah # picked up the sword and called his Companions He 
told them what had happened, and he forgave the man. There 
are many similar Hadiths and reports. And Allah knows best. 
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440. The recompense for an evil is an evil like thereof; but 
whoever forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is with 
Allah. Verily, He likes not the wrongdoers .> 


441. And indeed whosoever takes revenge after he has suffered 
wrong, for such there is no way (of blame) against them .> 


€42. The way is only against those who oppress men and rebel 
in the earth without justification; for such there will be a 
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painful torment.> 


¢43. And verily, whosoever shows patience and forgives, that 
would truly be from the things recommended by Allah.> 


Forgiving or exacting Revenge on Wrongdoers 
<The recompense for an evil is an evil like thereofp. This is like the 
Ayat: 
KM Eel U Sa aie We Ks Est > 
<Then whoever transgresses the prohibition against you, you 
transgress likewise against him} (2:194), and 


tn 258 oy Gates 250 aD 
¢And if you punish, then punish them with the like of that 
with which you were afflicted} (16:126). 
Justice, has been prescribed, in the form of the prescribed 
laws of equality in punishment (Al-Qisds), but the better way, 
which means forgiving, is recommended, as Allah says: 


CB Le FB oy GEG 5 is EvhiGd 
¢and wounds equal for equal. But if anyone remits the 
retaliation by way of charity, it shall be for him an expiation> 
(5:45). 
Allah says here: 
Cl BA ich cz 5p 

<but whoever forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is 
with Allah.> 


means, that will not be wasted with Allah. As it says in a 
Sahih Hadith: : 
4 cd Sot Bs ee f 
be Vy gat (te sls hn 515 Gp ; 
‘Allah does not increase the person who forgives except in 
honor 941) Paik 


(11 Muslim 4 :2001. 
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<iepil LA F Ad 


‘one 


<Verily, He likes not the wrongdoers.) means, the aggressors, i.e., 
those who initiate the evil actions. 
CDs of poh U IGN ob a Fast g5p 
€And indeed whosoever takes revenge after he has suffered 
wrong, for such there is no way (of blame) against them.> 
means, there is no sin on him for taking revenge against the 
one who wronged him. 


4551 Gp 
<The way> means, the burden of sin, 
qi Ze OM 5 SH ott acu ast BD 
¢is only against those who oppress men and rebel in the earth 
without justification ;> 


means, those who initiate wrongful actions against others, as 
it says in the Sahih Hadith: 


a slash airy s u vega me Yu u gnzin 
«When two persons indulge in abusing each other, the one who 


initiated the wrongful action is to blame, unless the one who 
was wronged oversteps the mark in retaliation .0"") 
2s Be 35 disp 

for such there will be a painful torment.> means, intense and 
agonizing. It was reported that Muhammad bin Wasi‘ said, “I 
came to Makkah and there was a security out post over the 
trench whose guards took me to Marwan bin Al-Muhallab, who 
was the governor of Basrah. He said, ‘What do you need, O Abu 
‘Abdullah?’ I said, If you can do it, I need you to be like the 
brother of Banu ‘Adiy.’ He said, ‘Who is the brother of Banu 
‘Adiy?’ He said, ‘Al-‘Ala’ bin Ziyad; he once appointed a friend of 
his to a position of authority, and he wrote to him: If you can, 
only go to sleep after you make sure that there is nothing on 
your back [i.e., you do not owe anything to anyone], your 


(1 Muslim 4:2000 . 
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stomach is empty and 
your hands are 
untainted by the 
blood or wealth of the 
Muslims. If you do 
that, then there will 
be no way (of blame) 
against you — 

‘ak ie Sat ap 
fy OD i 3 ono oli 


CE Se 26 ASH GK 


<The way is only 
against those who op- 
press men and rebel in 
the earth without justifi- 
cation; for such there 
will be a _ painful 
torment ..>’ 

Marwan said, ‘He 
spoke the truth, by 
Allah, and gave 
sincere advice.’ Then 
he said, ‘What do you 
need, O Abu 
‘Abdullah?’ I said, I need you to let me join my family.’ He said, 
‘Yes [I will do that].”"") This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. 
When Allah condemned wrongdoing and the people who do it, 
and prescribed Al-Qisds, He encouraged forgiveness: 


4 55s KS SY 
<And verily, whosoever shows patience and forgives, 


meaning, whoever bears the insult with patience and conceals 
the evil action, 


ne a Aces @ aia 
er ea eer ee 
fe G a Al i 5) 
iol SO pS Sis gnels 
Sistas Gias pyle Sic tS 
Bepraa PEAS Esai 
~be AD Yoyo SYS eal, 
CSS ILA SENG gal 
Esp asaG Qs 3205 
S65 GN 82 se ast ae 
Sebi) Coys A 


4 oY TENG ° oi 
1) Pad OEE DEO 


rt 


pi 432 55 GS ad 
<that would truly be from the things recommended by Allah.> 


(l thn Abi Shaybah 7 :245. 
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Said bin Jubayr said, “This means, one of the things enjoined 
by Allah,” i.e., good actions for which there will be a great 
reward and much praise. 
4, t+ Be PL hOee ate Se yp oe rte bw fe ae ve gt : 2c 
Ke Pe OCH OS CO Sunil oF ah os oe A Ls 
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€44. And whomsoever Allah sends astray, for him there is no 
protector after Him. And you will see the wrongdoers, when 
they behold the torment, they will say: “Is there any way of 
return?"'> 

445. And you will see them brought forward to it (Hell) made 
humble by disgrace, (and) looking with stealthy glance. And 
those who believe will say: “Verily, the losers are they who lose 
themselves and their families on the Day of Resurrection.” 
Verily, the wrongdoers will be in a lasting torment.> 

€46. And they will have no protectors to help them other than 
Allah. And he whom Allah sends astray, for him there is no 
way .> 


The State of the Wrongdoers on the Day of Resurrection 


Allah tells us that whatever He wills happens and whatever He 
does not will does not happen, and no one can make it 
happen. Whomever He guides, none can lead astray, and 
whomever He leads astray, none can guide, as He says: 


2 GA BLE us 
but he whom He sends astray, for him you will find no 
protecting to lead him.> (18:17). 


Then Allah tells us about the wrongdoers, i.e., the idolators 
who associate others in worship with Allah: 


CAT BF Cp 


«when they behold the torment,> i.e., on the Day of Resurrection, 
they will wish that they could go back to this world. 
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dee of 5A SS AED 
éthey will say: “Is there any way of return?"'> 
This is like the Ayah: ; 
5 Dail S IS GS oth AVG YG OS OF Us | oF HD 


o hes odes 


ELIA oad e 207 CI Cae Fae Y ¢ Bee ot yee 
469A yy Ae Ge Wt OS IF I oe Spal (HO Ga 


€If you could but see when they will be held over the (Hell) 
Fire! They will say: ‘Would that we were but sent back! Then 
we would not deny the Ayat of our Lord, and we would be of 
the believers!" Nay, it has become manifest to them what they 
had been concealing before. But if they were returned, they 
would certainly revert to that which they were forbidden. And 
indeed they are liars.» (6:27-28) 


4G Soe peed 
<And you will see them brought forward to it> means, to the Fire. 
C5 5 ant 
¢made humble by disgrace,» means, in a befitting manner, 
because of their previous disobedience towards Allah. 
CGE BD Guid 


<(and) lcoking with stealthy glance.) Mujahid said, “In a 
humiliated manner.”'! That is, they will steal glances at it, 
because they will be afraid of it. But the thing that they are 
afraid of will undoubtedly happen, and worse than that - may 
Allah save us from that. 


ist a Ses 


«And those who believe will sayy means, on the Day of 
Resurrection they will say: 


<Verily, the losers...) means, the greatest losers. 
EM pl pC WS all 


(0 At-Tabari 21:553. 
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are they who lose themselves and their families on the Day of 
Resurrection .> 


means, they will be taken to the Fire and deprived of any 
pleasures in the Hereafter. They will lose themselves, and they 
will be separated from their loved ones, companions, families 
and relatives, and they will lose them. 
<x ye § Setiitl & Sp 
<Verily, the wrongdoers will be in a lasting torment.» means, 
everlasting and eternal, with no way out and no escape. 
Cail os) of Riart alg doe wad 
¢And they will have no protectors to help them other than 
Allah .> 
means, no one to save them from the punishment and 
torment which they are suffering. 
qc os WD Ait Js 35> 
€And he whom Allah sends astray, for him there is no way.> 
means, no salvation. 
5 pao AL og KO i AI I oe Ke ed 
Gayl Of peal 2G ae os ob G gf ey & goa 
447. Answer the Call of your Lord before there comes from 
Allah a Day which cannot be averted. You will have no refuge 
on that Day nor there will be for you any denying .> 
448. But if they turn away, We have not sent you as a Hafiz 
over them. Your duty is to convey. And verily, when We cause 
man to taste of mercy from Us, he rejoices there at; but when 
some evil befalls them because of the deeds which their hands 
have sent forth, then verily, man (becomes) ingrate!> 


Encouragement to obey Allah before the Day of 
Resurrection 


When Allah tells us about the horrors and terrifying events of 
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the Day of Resurrection, He warns us about it and commands 
us to prepare for it: 


Gi BAGIR AI eS hep 

¢Answer the Call of your Lord before there comes from Allah a 

Day which cannot be averted .> 
means, once He issues the command, it will come to pass 
within the blinking of an eye, and no one will be able to avert 
it or prevent it. 

tp if KG a8 Mal og SS wD 

€You will have no refuge on that Day nor there will be for you 

any denying .> 
means, you will have no stronghold in which to take refuge, 
no place in which to hide from Allah, for He will encompass 
you with His knowledge and power, and you will have no 
refuge from Him except with Him. 

On that Day man will say: ‘Where (is the refuge) to flee?" 

No! There is no refuge! Unto your Lord will be the place of rest 

that Day.> (75:10-12) 

Chea) yp 
<But if they turn away, refers to the idolators, 
dias phe KES Tp 
We have not sent you as a Hafiz over them.> 


means, ‘you have no power over them.’ And Allah says 
elsewhere: 


C5S i nh Sl beady LOR GH Sly 
<Not upon you is their guidance, but Allah guides whom He 
wills> (2:272). 
cic CS HO de CBD 
€your duty is only to convey (the Message) and on Us is the 
reckoning> (13:40). 
And Allaéh says here: 
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<i Th dee ap 
<Your duty is to convey.) meaning, ‘all that We require you to do 
is to convey the Message of Allah to them.’ 
4G (ASG scal GN Bp 
¢And verily, when We cause man to taste of mercy from Us, 
he rejoices there at ;> 
means, when a time of ease and comfort comes to him, he is 
happy about it. 
<ie obd 
<but when befalls them> means mankind. 
isc 
¢some evil» means, drought, punishment, tribulation or 
difficulty, 
45S" 5 afl SB> 


dthen verily, man (becomes) ingrate!> means, he forgets the 
previous times of ease and blessings and acknowledges nothing 
but the present moment. If times of ease come to him, he 
becomes arrogant and transgresses, but if any difficulty befalls 
him, he loses hope and is filled with despair. This is like what 
the Messenger of Allah 3 said to the women: 


22s, 


GO Bl Bt Est Jo Gilad Ltn sie oo 
‘O women, give in charity, for I have seen that you form the 
majority of the people of Hell.» 
A woman asked, “Why is that, O Messenger of Allah?” He said: 

SSG 6 Aan Ay oy eh J casah Spiksy ane Spd EY 
5s a 2 w LG ay 

‘Because you complain too much, and you are ungrateful to 

(your) husbands. If one of you were to be treated kindly for an 


entire lifetime, then that kindness was lacking for one day, she 
would say, ‘I have never seen anything good from you!'s!! 


(1) Muslim 1:86. 
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This is the case with most women, except for those whom 
Allah guides and who are among the people who believe and 
do righteous deeds. As the Prophet #% said, the believer is the 
one who: 


SIGS SG po 0hS Sul by 018 OS KE ae SUT Sp 

to $all % BY ee 
«,.. if something good happens to him, he is thankful, and that 
is good for him. If something bad happens to hinr, he bears it 


with patience, and that is good for him. This does not ee 
to anyone except the believers!) 


MS A) 25 OS IS 2G BE NG ec Ae D> 
<i) 35s 22 pl [eee ce aes joss sy 6183 52 remy 5 ce Kini 


449. To Allah belongs the aston of the heavens and the 
earth. He creates what He wills. He bestows female upon whom 
He wills, and bestows male upon whom He wills.> 


€50. Or He bestows both males and females, and He renders 


barren whom He wills. Verily, He is the All-Knower and is 
Able (to do all things) .> 


Allah tells us that He is the Creator, Sovereign and Controller 
of the heavens and the earth. Whatever he wills happens, and 
whatever He does not will does not happen. He gives to 
whomsoever He wills and withholds from whomsoever he wills; 
none can withhold what He gives, and none can give what He 
withholds, and He creates whatever He wills. 


465, 1G SS Ce 
He bestows female upon whom He wills.) means, He gives them 


daughters only. Al-Baghawi said, “And among them (those who 
were given daughters only) was Lut, peace be upon him.” 


455 1G fd 285 


¢and bestows male upon whom He wills.) means, He gives them 
sons only. Al-Baghawi said, “Like Ibrahim Al-Khalil, peace be 


I'l Muslim 4 :2295. 
21 Al-Baghawi 4:132. 
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upon him, who did not have any daughters.”!!! 

455 Bes. D 
<Or He bestows both males and females,» means, He gives to 


whomsoever He wills both males and females, sons and 
daughters. Al-Baghawi said, “Like Muhammad 3.) 

quae TG x JoH> 
¢and He renders barren whom He wills.» means, so that he has 
no children at all. Al-Baghawi said, “Like Yahya and ‘Isa, peace 
be upon them.”*! So people are divided into four categories: 
some are given daughters, some are given sons, some are given 


both sons and daughters, and some are not given either sons 
or daughters, but they are rendered barren, with no offspring. 


<2 A> 


<Verily, He is the All-Knower> means, He knows who deserves to 
be in which of these categories. 


45.5) 


qand is Able (to do all things).» means, to do whatever He wills 
and to differentiate between people in this manner. This issue 
is similar to that referred to in the Ayah where Allah says of 
‘Isa, peace be upon him: 
Koni Sa aR 
€And (We wish) to appoint him as a sign to mankind> (19:21): 


i.e., proof for them of His power, for He created people in four 
different ways. Adam, peace be upon him, was created from clay, 
from neither a male nor a female. Hawwa’, peace be upon her, 
was created from a male without a female. All other people, 
besides ‘Is, peace be upon him, were created from male and 
female, and this sign of Allah was completed with the creation of 
‘sA4 bin Maryam, may peace be upon them both, who was 
created from a female without a male. Allah says: 


dnt Son eceay> 
('! al-Baghawi 4:132. 


I! al-Baghawi 4 :132. 
(3) al-Baghawi 4:132. 
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SS BiGs £A4 COREE ¢And (We wish) ta 


wee Seca appoint him as a sign to 
Sit — LeSbeAes agit; Neus mankind> (19:21). 


eds Aipiile, Sf This issue has to do 


iS Ay 


with parents, whilst 
ie Os 4 bre dls ais the previous issue 
ten eta hee 


ve ve ey has to do with 
ae HIT Es ieee children, and in each 
case there are four 
categories. Glory be to 
the All-Knower Who is 
aw @> ||Able to do all ee 
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451. It is not given to any human being that Allah should 
speak to him unless (it be) by revelation, or from behind a veil, 
or (that) He sends a Messenger to reveal what He wills by His 
leave. Verily, He is Most High, Most Wise.> 


€52. And thus We have sent to you Rith of Our command. 
You knew not what is the Book, nor what is Faith. But We 
have made it a light wherewith We guide whosoever of Our 
servants We will. And verily, you are indeed guiding to a 
straight path.> 


453. The path of Allah to Whom belongs all that is in the 
heavens and all that is on the earth. Verily, all matters at the 
end go to Allah.> 


ae 


es, 
4:85 3M 4s ol 
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How the Revelation comes down 

This refers to how Allah sends revelation. Sometimes He casts 
something into the heart of the Prophet 3%, and he has no 
doubt that it is from Allah, as it was reported in Sahih Ibn 
Hibban that the Messenger of Allah % said: 


Wels 5, BES 2 SS ES ge5h 6 SE Ua 555 Sp 
cf 5 ills aot 80 
‘Ar-Rith Al-Qudus [i.e., Jibril] breathed into my heart that no 
soul will die until its allotted provision and time have expired, 
so have Taqwa of Allah and keep seeking in a good (and lawful) 
way .0!1l 
dole hs x SIP 
¢or from behind a veil> - as He spoke to Masa, peace be upon 
him. He asked to see Him after He had spoken to him, but this 
was not granted to him. 
In the Sahih, it recorded that the Messenger of Allah #% said 
to Jabir bin ‘Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him: 
asus Buf Ss Sy othe 55 be Vy def ain ois wo 
‘Allah never speaks to anyone except from behind a veil, but 
He spoke to your father directly 0!) 
This is how it was stated in the Hadith. He [Jabir’s father] was 
killed on the day of Uhud, but this refers to the realm of Al- 
Barzakh, whereas the Ayah speaks of this earthly realm. 


CG U wih 5 145 1 I> 
or (that) He sends a Messenger to reveal what He wills by His 
leave .> 


as Jibril, peace be upon him, and other angels came down to 
the Prophets, peace be upon them. 


<r ie np 
<Verily, He is Most High, Most Wise.> He is Most High, All- 
Knowing, Most Wise. 


"tl Musnad Ash-Shihab 2:185. 
21 Tyhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8 :360. 
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did GOs Hy Est BiG 
¢And thus We have sent to you Rith of Our command.> 
means, the Qur’an. , 
deal GUS co wd ES op 
<You knew not what is the Book, nor what is Faith.> 
means, ‘in the details which were given to you in the Qur'an.’ 


r ute ROR) 
<But We have made it} means, the Qur’an, 
ise 5 HS Hoy xt UBD 


<a light wherewith We guide whosoever of Our servants We will.> 
This is like the Ayah: 


ae the 
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€Say ; ‘It is for those who believe, a guide and a healing. And 
as for those who disbelieve, there is heaviness (deafness) in their 
ears, and it (the Qur'an) is blindness for them." (41:44). 


€aiys> 
¢And verily, you> means, ‘O Muhammad,’ 
tot bie I esd 
dare indeed guiding to a straight path.» means, the correct 
behavior. Then Allah explains this further by saying: 
ail bred 
<The path of Allah> meaning, His Laws which He enjoins. 
CNT a cal ac A all> 
<to Whom belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on 
the earth .> 


means, their Lord and Sovereign, the One Who is controlling 
and ruling them, Whose decree cannot be overturned. 


SANT 48 BM Jy Sp 
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<Verily, all matters at the end go to Allah.} means, all matters 
come back to Him and He issues judgement concerning them. 
Glorified and exalted be He far above all that the evildoers and 
deniers say. 


[This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Ash-Shird] 
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The Tafsir of Sidrat Az-Zukhruf 
(Chapter - 43) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 
i _ it Al 3 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 
da ede Boyles paald Yi 6 a i = Toth 65 Beep 
OS ot eas di a DAG eta 


y 
“ 
we 


41. Ha Mim.> 

<2. By the manifest Book.> 

43. Verily, We have made it a Qur'an in Arabic that you may 
be able to understand .> 

44. And verily, it is in the Mother of the Book with Us, indeed 
exalted, full of wisdom .> 

€5. Shall We then take away the Reminder from you, because 
you are a people excessive .> 

<6. And how many a Prophet have We sent amongst the men 
of old.> 

47. And never came there a Prophet to them but they used to 
mock at him .> 


<8. Then We destroyed men stronger (in power) than these and 
the example of the ancients has passed away.» 


Sal 5 Dey 
<Ha-Mim. By the manifest Book.) means, plain and clear in both 
wording and meaning, because it was revealed in the language 


of the Arabs, which is the most eloquent language for 
communication among people. Allah says: 


42s > 
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< Verily, We have made it) meaning, revealed it, 
42 GB 
€a Qur'an in Arabic> meaning, in the language of the Arabs, 
eloquent and clear; 
4s all> 
<that you may be able to understand.» means, that you may 
understand it and ponder its meanings. This is like the Ayah: 
qiind ae cad 
In the plain Arabic language. (26:195) 
€And verily, it is in the Mother of the Book with Us, indeed 
exalted, full of wisdom .> 


This explains the high status of the Qur’én among the hosts 
on high (the angels), so that the people of earth will respect it, 
venerate it and obey it. 
€215> 
€And verily, it> means, the Qur’an, 
455i Jad 

¢is in the Mother of the Book> meaning, Al-Lawh Al-Mahfiiz (the 
Preserved Tablet). This was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas and 
Mujahid."! 


<p 
«with Us,> means, in Our presence. This was the view of 
Qatadah and others.!?! 

csp 
¢indeed exalted» means, occupying a position of honor and 
virtue. This was the view of Qatadah.!*! 


(1) Ar-Razi, 27:167. 
21 Al-Baghawi 4:133. 
13! At-Tabari 21 :567. 
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¢ici> 
full of wisdom.> means, clear, with no confusion or deviation. 


All of this indicates its noble status and virtue, as Allah says 
elsewhere: 


5 of dah WHOA Vy A eS gio g BES SA AD 

48s 
¢That (this) is indeed an honorable recitation. In a Book well- 
guarded. Which none can touch but the pure. A revelation from 
the Lord of the all that exists.> (56:77-80) 


“448 785 Sy IS 


othe ree $ tt 44 or 4t me tee Fh Bane apes ee OT =% 
Wipf Sah Tel pale Joye DORM Ger g 20 pS % Su EL WD 


«Nay, indeed it is an admonition. So whoever wills, let him 
pay attention to it. (It is) in Records held (greatly) in honor, 


exalted, purified, in the hands of scribes (angels), honorable and 
obedient .» (80:11-16) 


4 BcagE OG the Mais Seni Ke A Sp 


<Shall We then take away the Reminder (this Qur'an) from 
you, because you are a people excessive .> 


means, ‘do you think that We will forgive you and not punish 
you, when you do not do as you have been commanded?’ This 
was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
Abu Salih, Mujahid and As-Suddi, and was the view favored 
by Ibn Jarir."! 
Qois 5eaiM Se Pt »pasl> 

<Shall We then take away the Reminder (this Qur'an) from 

you,> 
Qatadah said, “By Allah, if this Qur’an had been taken away 
when the first generations of this Ummah rejected it, they 
would have been doomed, but Allah by His mercy persisted in 
sending it and calling them to it for twenty years, or for as long 
as He willed.”?! What Qatadah said is very good, and his point 


1 At-Tabari 21:567, 568. 
(2) At-Tabari 21 :568. 
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is that Allah, by His grace and mercy towards His creation, did 
not stop calling them to the truth and to the wise Reminder, i.e., 
the Qur’an, even though they were heedless and turned away 
from it. Indeed, He sent it so that those who were decreed to be 
guided might be guided by it, and so that proof might be 
established against those who were decreed to be. 


Consolation to the Prophet 2% for the Disbelief of 
Quraysh 
Then Allah consoles His Prophet # for the disbelief of his 
people, and commands him to bear it with patience. 
€LOON g of oe Cl 
¢And how many a Prophet have We sent amongst the men of old.> 
meaning, among the sects (communities) of old. 


Witte ow Pe-aed 


EES oy GE Yoo ot pach UP 


= 


€And never came there a Prophet to them but they used to 
mock at him.> 


means, they disbelieved him and mock at him. 
<Then We destroyed men stronger than these> means, ‘We 
destroyed those who disbelieved in the Messengers, and they 


were stronger in power than these who disbelieve in you, O 
Muhammad.’ This is like the Ayah: 


pes FEAT fli oe Gall Las 5 GS ES NT g Ws cD 
¢Have they not traveled through the earth and seen what was 


the end of those before them? They were more in number than 
them and mightier in strength> (40:82). 


And there are many similar Aydt. 
CM JE sats 
dand the example of the ancients has passed away .> 
Mujahid said, “The way of their life.”'! Qatadah said, “Their 
"1 At-Tabari 21:571. 
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er punishment.’’l?! 
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¢and you will not find any change in the way of Allah.> 
(33:62) 
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49. And indeed if you ask them: ‘Who has created the heavens 


1) At-Tabari 21:571. 
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and the earth?" They will surely say: “The All-Mighty, the 
All-Knower created them." 


€10. Who has made for you the earth like a bed, and has made 
for you roads therein, in order that you may find your way.> 


411. And Who sends down water from the sky in due measure, 
then We revive a dead land therewith, and even so you will be 
brought forth.> 


€12. And Who has created all the pairs and has appointed for 
you ships and cattle on which you ride,> 


€13. In order that you may mount on their backs, and then 
may remember the favor of your Lord when you mount thereon, 
and say: "Glory to Him Who has subjected this to us, and we 
could have never had it."> 


414. And verily, to Our Lord we indeed are to return!"'> 


The Idolators’ admission that Allah is the Sole Creator, 
and Further Evidence of that 


Allah says: If you, O Muhammad, were to ask these idolators 
who associate others with Allah and worship others besides 
Him,’ 
<"Who has created the heavens and the earth?" They will 
surely say: ‘'The All-Mighty, the All-Knower created them."'> 


In other words, they will admit that the Creator of all that is 
Allah Alone, with no partner or associate, yet they still worship 
others - idols and false gods — alongside Him. 


464 5 I ES lp 
¢Who has made for you the earth like a bed,> means, smooth, 
stable and firm, so that you can travel about in it, and stand 
on it and sleep and walk about, even though it is created above 


water, but He has strengthened it with the mountains, lest it 
should shake. 


4502 ba Si 4055> 
¢and has made for you roads therein,» means, paths between the 
mountains and the valleys. 
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dine Sii> 


¢in order that you may find your way.) means, in your journeys 
from city to city, region to region, land to land. 


¢ 5% aC ce wis Sait> 


¢And Who sends down water from the sky in due measure,> 


means, according to what is sufficient for your crops, fruits 
and drinking water for yourselves and your cattle. 


Cees Seer 


462 20 og FEED 


then We revive a dead land therewith,» means, a barren land, for 
when the water comes to it, it is stirred (to life), and it swells 
and puts forth every lovely kind (of growth). By referring to the 
revival of the earth, Allah draws attention to how He will bring 
bodies back to life on the Day of Resurrection, after they have 
been dead. 
¢and even so you will be brought forth.> 

Then Allah says: 


46 CN GE 35> 


<And Who has created all the pairs> meaning, of everything that 
grows in the earth, all kinds of plants, crops, fruits, flowers, 
etc., and all different kinds of animals. 


quill 4 SIG 


<and has appointed for you 6 or vessels, 
4555 G SND 
¢and cattle on which you ride.» means, He has subjugated them 


to you and made it easy for you to eat their meat, drink their 
milk and ride on their backs. Allah says: 


<enyeh & > 


qin order that you may mount on their backs,> meaning, sit 
comfortably and securely, 
<n £> 
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¢on their backs» means, on the backs of these kinds of animals. 


and then may remember the favor of your Lord» means, whereby 
these animals are subjugated to you. 
dig ,t Hee 5 188 G0 dl BS IS oe Bret gp 
qwhen you mount thereon, and say: Glory to Him Who has 
subjected this to us, and we could have never had it.’ 


means, if it were not for the fact that Allah has subjugated 
these things to us, we could never have done this by our own 
strength.’ Ibn ‘Abbés, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd said: 
“We could not have done this ourselves.”!! 


*, 


Wines & I ty> 
¢And verily, to Our Lord we indeed are to return.> 


means, ‘We will return to Him after our death, and our 
ultimate destination is with Him.’ In this Ayah, mention of 
earthly journeys draws attention to the journey of the 
Hereafter, just as elsewhere, mention of earthly provision 
draws attention to the importance of ensuring provision for the 
Hereafter, as Allah says: 


Gil 1 OE SSD 
€And take a provision (with you) for the journey, but the best 
provision is the Taqwi> (2:197). 


And mention of earthly garments is also used to draw 
attention to the raiment of the Hereafter: 


1 Pr a 
€2E HS Sa $5 5p 


and as an adornment; and the raiment of the Taqwa, that is 
better} (7:26). 
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‘Ol at-Tabari 21:576, 577. 
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415. Yet, they assign to some of His servants a share with 
Him. Verily, man is indeed a manifest ingrate!> 

416. Or has He taken daughters out of what He has created, 
and He has selected for you sons?> 


417. And if one of them is informed of the news of that which 
he sets forth as a parable to the Most Gracious, his face becomes 
dark, and he is filled with grief!> 
418. A creature who is brought up in adornments, and who in 
dispute cannot make itself clear? 


419. And they make females the angels who themselves are 
servants of the Most Gracious. Did they witness their creation? 
Their testimony will be recorded, and they will be questioned! 
420. And they said: “If it had been the will of the Most 
Gracious, we should not have worshipped them." They have no 
knowledge whatsoever of that. They do nothing but lie!> 


Condemnation of the Idolators’ attribution of Offspring 
to Allah 


Here Allah speaks of the lies and fabrications of the idolators, 
when they devoted some of their cattle to their false gods and 
some to Allah, as He described in Strat Al-An‘dm where He 
said: 
Sek, AOS AS 2095 wcll x, Hie 6 sy 
35 A ee 5 Gi 4) SK 1S eels 135 
Citi opbess Ue Byles 51 Jee 


¢And they assign to Allah share of the tilth and cattle which He 

has created, and they say: “This is for Allah" according to 

their claim, ‘and this is for our partners." But the share of 

their partners reaches not Allah, while the share of Allah 

reaches their partners! Evil is the way they judge!> (6:136). 
Similarly, out of the two kinds of offspring, sons and 
daughters, they assigned to Him the worst and least valuable 
(in their eyes), i.e., daughters, as Ailah says: 
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dls it for you the males and for Him the females? That indeed is 
a division most unfair!) (53:21-22) 
And Allah says here: 
Boas TAS Sal LUA le & A YlcsSp 
<Yet, they assign to some of His servants a share with Him. 
Verily, man is indeed a manifest ingrate!> Then He says: 


<Or has He taken daughters out of what He has created, and 
He has selected for you sons?> 


This is a denunciation of them in the strongest terms, as He 
goes on to say: 

CAM GS MS Jb IE yt O75 Abi FY yp 
€And if one of them is informed of the news of that which he 
sets forth as a parable to the Most Gracious, his face becomes 
dark, and he is filled with griefl> 


means, if one of these people is given the news that there has 
been born to him one of those which he attributes to Allah, 
ie., a daughter, he hates this news and it depresses and 
overwhelms him so much that he keeps away from people 
because he feels so ashamed. Allah says, so how can they 
dislike that so much and yet they attribute it to Allah? 


tind 2 Aad 9 A cbt Ga Hie ossl> 
€A creature who is brought up in adornments, and who in 
dispute cannot make itself clear?> 


means, women are regarded as lacking something, which they 
make up for with jewelry and adornments from the time of 
childhood onwards, and when there is a dispute, they cannot 
speak up and defend themselves clearly, so how can this be 
attributed to Allah? 


C05, EN Se oh Sl Ka esp 


¢And they make females the angels who themselves are servants 
of the Most Gracious .> 
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means, that is what they believe about them, but Allah 
denounces them for that and says: 


Sacre 


pails Wi geld 
<Did they witness their creation?> meaning, did they see 
Allah creating them as females? 


42555 S22) 
<Their testimony will be recorded,» means, concerning that, 
tics) 
¢and they will be questioned!» means, about that, on the 
Day of Resurrection. This is a stern warning and a 
serious threat. 


¢And they said: ‘If it had been the will of the Most Gracious, 
we should not have worshipped them."'> 


means, (they said:) ‘if Allah had willed, He would have 
prevented us from worshipping these idols which are images of 
the angels who are the daughters of Allah; He knows about 
this and He approves of it.’ 

By saying this, they combined several types of error: First: 
They attributed offspring to Allah - exalted and sanctified be 
He far above that. Second: They claimed that He chose 
daughters rather than sons, and they made the angels, who 
are the servants of the Most Gracious, female. Third: They 
worshipped them with no proof, evidence or permission from 
Allah. This was based on mere opinion, whims and desires, 
imitation of their elders and forefathers, and pure ignorance. 
They used Allah’s decree as an excuse, and this reasoning 
betrayed their ignorance. Fourth: Allah denounced them for 
this in the strongest terms, for from the time He first sent 
Messengers and revealed Books, the command was to worship 
Him Alone with no partner or associate, and it was forbidden 
to worship anything other than Him. Allah says: 
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AG bes eo Kaas LVS | denied (16:36) 
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@ ak ae cecal We ever appoint gods to 
be worshipped besides the Most Gracious?"'> (43:45) 
And Allah says in this Ayah, after mentioning this argument of 
theirs: 


Cie Se Lay SD 
€They have no knowledge whatsoever of that.» meaning, of the 
truth of what they say and the arguments they put forward. 
tare Vy oA Sd 
<They do nothing but lie!) means, they tell lies and fabricate 
untruths. 
HE I BA te & a, DD 
¢They have no knowledge whatsoever of that. They do nothing 
but lie!> 
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Mujahid said, “They do not appreciate the Pawet of Allah.”!! 
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€21. Or have We given them any Book before this (the Qur'an) 
to which they are holding fast?> 


€22. Nay! They say: ‘We found our fathers following a certain 
way and religion, and we guide ourselves by their footsteps.'’> 


€23. And similarly, We sent not a warner before you to any 
town (people) but the luxurious ones among them said: ‘We 
found our fathers following a certain way and religion, and we 
will indeed follow their footsteps."> 


<24. He said: “Even if I bring you better guidance than that 
which you found your fathers following?" They said: ‘Verily, 
we disbelieve in that with which you have been sent."> 


€25. So We took revenge on them, then see what was the end 
of those who denied .> 


The Idolators have no Proof 


Allah condemns the idolators for worshipping others instead of 
Allah with no evidence or proof for doing so. 


4a of em BE A 
<Or have We given them any Book before thisp means, before their 


idolatry. 
ELLE oy abd 


¢to which they are holding fast?> means, with regard to what they 
are doing. This is not the case. This is like the Ayah: 


CESS a HE RE, 5G CLE tye GT slp 
¢Or have We revealed to them an authority (a Scripture), 


(1) At-Tabari 21:583. 
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which speaks of that which they have been associating with 
Him? (30:35) 


meaning, that did not happen. Then Allah says: 
CHEE asi Oy ad de tak BS BE > 


<Nay! They say: “we found our fathers following a certain way 
and religion (Ummah), and we guide ourselves by their 
footsteps.""> 
meaning, they have no grounds for their belief in idolatry 
apart from the fact that they are imitating their fathers and 
forefathers who were following a certain Ummah or way, i.e., 
religion. The word Ummah is used in a similar manner 
elsewhere, where Allah says: 


o “A 4 
Gie§ wal kh Od 


¢And verily, this your religion (Ummah) is one religion> 
(23:52), and they said; 


<pashe Je Od 
<and we by their footsteps» means, behind them 
4SiEet 


«We guide ourselves> This is their claim with no evidence. Then 
Allah points out that what these people say was already said by 
those who were like them among the nations of the past who 
disbelieved in the Messengers. Their hearts and their words are 
similar. 

GR FS 


GH GA Sa Gi hea SF He YE es ooh oe GA IU aD 


Sob 
<Likewise, no Messenger came to those before them but they 
said: “‘A sorcerer or a madman!" Have they transmitted this 
saying to these? Nay, they are themselves a_ people 
transgressing beyond bounds!> (51:52-53) 


And Allah says here: 
G5 gal oe Gabe Bis Cae Je oS oe 5 OS NL GD 


CSAS paste ge 
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ati €4Y one <And similarly, We sent 


Bree DEEN oad Or Pe not a warner before you 
pb 55) aap acess Sets il? Il to any town (people) but 


eee ae 2 ow 


M5 See 35 ieigae ES ay Je the luxurious ones 


Pegs ge we - 24% llamong them said: ‘We 
Ce S06 Ao Duel lund our fathers follow- 


rae ta we Nye es AaI AE OAT ing a certain way and 
KES SEAS IO 4x religion, and we will in- 
SHEL SAS eae Ar! deed _ follow their 


ae SSAA ENGR | fotstes."> 
2 t4 ae eer Then He says: 
IG) 35% eee 3h “3 
okscz3 ae <u> 
used sexs <Say> - ‘O Muhammad, 
Ao Dsieeshasas to these idolators ~’!"! 
meee LEoplolbiies | tase, will Kt, BD 
CMOS Ripe ct eae | AAG 6 Ge San 
~ ae Fae CHAE Ci. arb sere LAE 
WS ANS GICs ESOS dyny isd x 
cic CoA JE ACS Mydontbel <"Even if I bring you 
eae better guidance than that 
Sys SB as Ss cHaSlise ss which you found your 
On SZ ASG ALO aIs ss; fathers following?" They 
said: "Verily, we disbe- 
lieve in that with which you have been sent." 
‘Even if they were convinced of the truth of what you have 
brought to them, they will not follow it, because of their evil 
intentions and their arrogance towards the truth and its 
people.’ 


tis 2 East > 


4So We took revenge on them> means, on the disbelieving 
nations, by inflicting various kinds of punishments, as Allah 


() In the recitation of Hafs and Ibn ‘Amir, it is “He said” as appears in 
the common copy of Qur’4n. The majority of the scholars of the 
past recited it as Ibn Kathir mentioned it here, with the meaning 
“Say:” See the Tafsir of Al-Baghawi, At-Tabari, Al-Wahidi, Ibn 
‘Atiyah etc. 
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has described in the stories of those nations. 


inSN Kas 3 AS tp 


then see what was the end of those who denied» means, see what 
became of them, how they were destroyed and how Allah saved 
the believers. 


Ob oS oN TY) Mats GT Gh ws ah axa dé bb 
KE pits MS EE & Boeg = 

MS es us 4 Oy He 35 Ye Hi ak Oh ats Ys As 

pi OS OF so SRL Bh Fa so OGG 
ag aneae gs i ore CG Oe pra 
ISS oh ed tg A AOS IIS at oie "ie Obs S255 
Ge wey ’ prod) Mapas GE wliss i of bie ve sah 
55 Ske th Gh yt as Je yg wee Boxe 


426. And (remember) when Ibrahim said to his father and his 
people: ‘Verily, I am innocent of what you worship," > 

€27. ‘Except Him Who created me; and verily, He will guide 
me.""> 

€28. And he made it a word lasting among his offspring, that 
they may turn back.> 

429. Nay, but I gave to these and their fathers to enjoy, till 
there came to them the truth, and a Messenger making things 
clear .> 


430. And when the truth came to them, they said: ‘'This is 
magic, and we disbelieve therein." 

431. And they say: ‘Why is not this Qur'an sent down to 
some great man of the two towns?''> 

432. Is it they who would portion out the mercy of your Lord? 
It is We Who portion out between them their livelihood in this 
world, and We raised some of them above others in ranks, so 
that some may employ others in their work. But the mercy of 
your Lord is better than what they amass .> 
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€33. And were it not that mankind would have become of one 
community, We would have provided for those who disbelieve in 
the Most Gracious, silver roofs for their houses, and elevators 
whereby they ascend,> 

<34. And for their houses, doors, and thrones on which they 
could recline,> 

435. And adornments of gold. Yet all this would have been 
nothing but an enjoyment of this world. And the Hereafter with 
your Lord is for those who have Taqwa.> 


Tbrahim’s Declaration of Tawhid 
Here Allah tells us about His servant, Messenger and close 
Friend, the leader of the monotheists and the father of all 
subsequent Prophets, from whom Quraysh were descended 
and claimed to have taken their religion. He disowned his 
father’s and his people’s worship of idols and said: 
€ sit 
<'Verily, I am innocent of what you worship, except Him Who 
created me; and verily, He will guide me." And he made it a 
Word lasting among his offspring ,> 


The Word means the worship of Allah Alone with no partner or 
associate, and the denunciation of all gods apart from Him, 
i.e., La ilaha illallah. He left this word as an example to be 
followed by those of his progeny who were guided by Allah. 


555 Alp 
that they may turn back.> means, come back to this word. 
Ikrimah, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, As-Suddi and others 
commented on the Ayah: 
desde 3 Sh EF Whies> 
¢And he made it a Word lasting among his offspring ,> 


“This means, La ilaha illallah, and there are still those among 
his offspring who say it.”!! A similar view was narrated from 


(1 At-Tabari 21:589. 
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Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him. Ibn Zayd said, 
“The word of Islam,” "! which refers to the same thing 
suggested by the group. 


How the People of Makkah turned away from the 
Messenger # and opposed Him, and His Response 
Allah further says: 
«Nay, but I gave to these> means, the idolators, 
4x5 
¢and their fathers> means, they lived a long life in their 
misguidance. 
bg des SU ae Se > 

<till there came to them the truth, and a Messenger making 

things clear.> 
means, his message is clear and his warning is clear. 

CGS 4 OY Ae 66 NE Bi BM GD 
And when the truth came to them, they said: ‘This is magic, 
and we disbelieve therein .'’> 


means, they were arrogant and stubborn, and they pushed 
him away out of disbelief, envy and transgression. 


i355 
¢And they say> means, objecting to that which Allah has 
revealed to him, 
ght ECM 5s 5 & ACN OS BD 
«Why is not this Qur'an sent down to some great man of the 
two towns?> 


meaning, why was this Qur’én not revealed to some man who 
was great and prominent in their eyes, from the two towns, 
i.e., Makkah and At-Ta’if? This was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, Ikrimah, Muhammad bin Ka‘b 


(1) al-Qurtubi 21:77. 
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Al-Qurazi, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd.!! 
Several scholars of Tafsir stated that by this, the Quraysh 
meant Al-Walid bin Al-Mughirah and ‘Urwah bin Mas‘ad Ath- 
Thaqafi. The apparent meaning is that what they meant was a 
great man from either of the two towns. Allah responded to 
their rejection by saying: 
55 CPD Syl al> 
dls it they who would portion out the mercy of your Lord?> 

meaning, the matter has nothing to do with them; it is for 
Allah to decide. Allah knows best where to direct His Message, 
and He does not reveal it except to the one who is the purest 
in heart and soul, and of the noblest descent. 

Then Allah points out that He differentiates among His 
creation in terms of what He gives them of wealth, provision, 


intellect, understanding and other visible and hidden 
strengths: 


U3 GN g pea Gh ES SAD 
It is We Who portion out between them their livelihood in this 
world,> 


CSL Ss pis SD 


¢so that some may employ others in their work.> It was said that 
this means that some employ others in their work, because one 
needs the other, and vice versa. This was the view of As-Suddi 
and others.!?! 


Sth GE Oy Lies 
€But the mercy of your Lord is better than which they amass.> 


means, the mercy of Allah towards His creation is better for 
them than the wealth and conveniences of this world which 
they possess. 


Wealth is not a Sign of Divine Pleasure 


wn he 


4555 x3 at 38 (S) Sl I35> 


() At-Tabari 21:592, 593. 
(21 At-Tabari 21 :595. 
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¢And were it not that mankind would have become of one 
community, > 
means, ‘were it not for the fact that many ignorant people 
would think that Our giving them wealth was a sign that We 
love the person to whom We give it, and thus they would have 
agreed upon disbelief for the sake of wealth.’ This is the view 
of Ibn ‘Abbas, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi and others.!"! 


Cis Ba ot UE etl gh SS ot Cady 
«We would have provided for those who disbelieve in the Most 
Gracious, silver roofs for their houses, and elevators 


means, ladders and staircases of silver. This was the view of Ibn 
‘Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah, As-Suddi, Ibn Zayd and others.?! 


4545 (led 


whereby they ascend,» means, go up. And their houses would 
have doors, i.e., locks on their doors, 


45H GE 


gand thrones on which they could recline,» means, all of that 
would be made of silver. 


465555 
¢And adornments> means, and gold. This was the view of Ibn 
‘Abbas, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd.!*! 
<a gall EO aos Jee opp 

¢Yet all this would have been nothing but an enjoyment of this 

world .> 
means, all that belongs to this transient world which is 
insignificant before Allah. He hastens their reward for good 
deeds in the form of luxuries in this world, so that when they 
reach the Hereafter, they will have no good merits with Allah 


for which they may be rewarded, as was reported in the Sahih 
Hadith. It was reported in another Hadith: 


I At-Tabari 21 :597. 

2] at-Tabari 21:600. 

(3) At-Tabari 21:601, 602. 
(4) Muslim 4 :2162. 
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Ole 53 BS Ue Ye GL CU at Be 55 Cn Of gh 
wf this world were worth a gnat's wing before Allah, He would 
not give a disbeliever a drink of water."| Al-Baghawi 
narrated its chain of narration.!! 


inkl dis ie S555 


ow 


¢And the Hereafter with your Lord is (only) for those who have 

Taqwa .> 
means, it is exclusively for them, and no one else will share it 
with them. When ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased 
with him, visited the Messenger of Allah 3% in seclusion, when 
he was keeping away from his wives, and he saw him resting 
on a rough mat which had left marks on his side, his eyes 
filled with tears and he said, “O Messenger of Allah, look at 
this Chosroes and this Caesar with all that they have, and you 
are the best of Allah’s creation.” The Messenger of Allah 2% 
was reclining, but he sat up and said: 


cobalt gg TLS 3 hh 
‘Are you in doubt, O son of Al-Khattab?» 
Then he 2% said: 

CU AGS 3 Bib pS Cis 335 Gh 
‘Those are people for whom the enjoyments are hastened in this 
world .»!51 According to another report: 

Vi eau we) 955 SF 55 uh 

‘Does it not please yom that this world is for them and the 
Hereafter is for us?s!* 


In as the Two Sahihs and elsewhere, it is reported that the 
Messenger of Allah #§ said: 


CU ood EB Wiles 3 LSE V5 aadly Cod isi 3 gd ve 
(1 At-Tirmidhi 6:611. 
21 a)-Baghawi 4:138. Similar was recorded by At-Tirmidhi and other. 
(3) Muslim 2:113. 
I41 Muslim 2:110. 
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weNi 3 OS 

«Do not drink from vessels of gold and silver, and do not eat 

from plates of the same, for these things are for them in this 

world and for us in the Hereafter.0!"! 
Allah has granted these things to them in this world because 
it is insignificant, as was reported by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn 
Majah via Abu Hazim from Sahl bin Sa‘d, who said, “The 
Messenger of Allah # said: 

Oh gto S53 Wats Ue eG LA CE a Be O35 Ga I Sh 


lf this world were worth a gnat's wing before Allah, He would 
never give a disbeliever a drink of water.»” At-Tirmidhi said: 
“Hasan Sahih.” 
BW BGs oF Se oh Boke A kes ys 
GS SE OE QU g SS EIS yy GI peaks OS Haat 3 
FA BES Bid 4 SE os BH oak J i 
oe Gl % 55 aks S35 ay tI hy Dpto Le & a 
45GB TOM oT ot o CT AS & GS 
€36. And whosoever Ya'shu (turns away blindly) from the 
remembrance of the Most Gracious, We appoint for him 
Shaytan to be a Qarin (a companion) to him.> 
437. And verily, they hinder them from the path, but they 
think that they are guided aright!> 
€38. Till, when (such a one) comes to Us, he says, ‘Would 
that between me and you were the distance of the two easts (or 
the east and west) a worst companion (indeed)!""> 


€39. It will profit you not this Day as you did wrong, (and) 
that you will be sharers in the punishment .> 


€40. Can you make the deaf to hear, or can you guide the blind 


(1) Fath ALBari 9 :465, Muslim 3 :1637. 
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or him who is in manifest error?> 
441. And even if We take you away, We shall indeed take 
vengeance on them .> 
€42. Or (if) We show you that wherewith We threaten them, 
then verily, We have perfect command over them .> 
€43. So hold you fast to that which is revealed to you. Verily, 
you are on the straight path.> 
444. And verily, this is indeed a Dhikr for you and your 
people, and you will be questioned.> 
445. And ask whom We sent before you of Our Messengers : 


“Did We ever appoint gods to be worshipped besides the Most 
Gracious?" 


The Shaytdn is the Companion of the One Who turns 
away from Ar-Rahm4an 


Cede 


one onty 


¢And whosoever Ya'shu (turns away blindly)» means, whoever 
willfully ignores and turns away 


tii Ed 
<from the remembrance of the Most Gracious,> Al-‘Ashd (the root of 


- Ya‘sh) refers to weakness of vision; what is meant here is 
weakness of insight. 


455 5 5b OSE A ED 
<We appoint for him Shaytan to be a Qarin (a companion) to 
him.> 
This is like the Aydt: 
45 DREGE. ILS BS 
And whoever eaten and opposes the Messenger after the 
right path has been shown ese to him> (4:115), 


rt 4 ane 


Cities at BOT IEG CD 
So when they turned away, ne turned their hearts away} 
(61:5), and 


<n4ae US eel & GAS EG oh ES> 
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€And We have assigned for them intimate companions, who 
have made fair seeming to them, what was before them and 
what was behind them) (41:25). 


Allah says here: 
46E  S OGEE Ao LS of SE Md 
€And verily, they hinder them from the path, but they think 
that they are guided aright! Until, when he comes to Us,> 


meaning, for this person who willfully neglects true guidance, 
We send to him a Shaytdn to lead him astray and show him 
the path to Hell. When he comes before Allah on the Day of 
Resurrection, he will complain about the Shaytan who was 
appointed to accompany him. 


iad AS EM 5 BEES EG S8D 
the says, ‘'Would that between me and you were the distance of 
the two easts ~ a worst companion (indeed)!""> 
Some of them recited it; 
(Grete 15 ie) 
(Till, when they both come to Us.) 


referring to the companion Shaytdn and the one whom he 
accompanies. Then Allah says: 


CBE SON g SA EL oy GN peces o> 


It will profit you not this Day as you did wrong, (and) that 
you will be sharers in the punishment.> 


means, ‘your being together in the Fire will not help you in the 
slightest, and you will both partake of the painful 
punishment.’ Allah says: 

¢€Can you make the deaf to hear, or can you aaa the blind or him 
who is in manifest error?> 

means, ‘that is not up to you. All you have to do is convey the 
Message, but you do not have to guide them. Allah guides 


whomsoever He wills and sends astray whomscever He wills, 
and He is Wise and Just in doing so.’ 
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Allah’s Vengeance upon the Enemies of His Messenger 
#2 will surely come to pass 


Allah further says: 
¢And even if We take you away, We shall indeed take 
vengeance on them.> 
means, ‘We will inevitably wreak vengeance upon them and 
punish them, even if you pass away.’ 


CI pele UG (bie Ml GE} Sp 
<Or (if) We show you that wherewith We threaten them, then 
verily, We have perfect command over them .> 

means, ‘We are able to do both,’ but Allah will not take His 

Messenger 3% (in death) until He gives him the joy of seeing his 

enemies brought low and gives him power and authority over 

them and their wealth. This was the view of As-Suddi and was 
the opinion favored by Ibn Jarir."") 


Encouragement to adhere to the Qur’an 
Allah then says; 
di pt bo FE St ol ok BLED 
¢So hold you fast to that which is revealed to you. Verily, you 
are on the straight path.> 


means, hold fast to the Qur’an which has been sent down to 
your heart, for it is truth and what it leads to is truth that 
shows the way to the straight path that leads to Gardens of 
Delight and eternal, everlasting goodness. 


Cas ob FS Kd 
¢And verily, this is a Dhikr for you and your people,> 
It was said that this means, ‘it is an honor for you and your 
people;’ this was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, Mujahid, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd.!?! 
This means that it is an honor for them in that it was 


(1 At-Tabari 21:609. 
2] At-Tabari 21:610, 611. 
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revealed in their language, so they are the people who have 
the best understanding of it among mankind and hence are 
obliged to be the most steadfast in adhering to its 
commandments. This is how the best of them were, the first 
immigrants and those who emulated them and followed them. 
It was also said that the meaning of the phrase; 


dau ASS yd 
€And verily, this is indeed a Dhikr for you and your people, 
was that ‘it was sent to remind you and your people.’ The fact 
that they are singled out does not exclude others. This is like 
the Aydt: 
Hs seh 55 a Cee Sh CA Sai> 
<Indeed, We have sent down for you (O mankind) a Book in 


which there is Dhikrukum (your Reminder). Will you not then 
understand? (21:10) 


CRM Sigss Subp 
¢And warn your tribe of near kindred> (26:214) 


45355 SH5> 
¢and you will be questioned.» means, ‘about this Qur'an, and 
how you acted upon it and what your response to it was.’ 
420628 TON SS ot oe CONS & GS os CI & JE5> 
¢And ask whom We sent before you of Our Messengers: ‘Did 
We ever appoint gods to be worshipped besides the Most 
Gracious?’'> 


means, ‘all the Messengers called their people to the same as 
that to which you are calling mankind, namely the worship of 
Allah Alone with no partner or associate, and they forbade the 
worship of idols and false gods.’ This is like the Ayah: 


€S Ait FSG Bt bet IS wl Jee 5 OS ap 
<And verily, We have sent among every Ummah (nation) a 
Messenger (proclaiming): ‘Worship Allah, and avoid all false 
deities.""> (16:36) 
Mujahid said that ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘td recited it: 
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CxO tay SEU 
aR eras see ite Yai AAA ee 
ORE i AE te EG (25 (34) is 
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Beye sls pane = _” (And ask those whom 
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446. And indeed We did send Misa with Our Ayat to Fir'awn 
and his chiefs. He said: “Verily, I am a Messenger of the Lord 
of all that exists." 


€47. But when he came to them with Our Ayat, behold, they 
laughed at them>. 


448. And not an Ayah We showed them but it was greater 
than its fellow preceding it, and We seized them with torment, 
in order that they might turn.> 


A& O Madal 35 bY 
G5 axes |S A Lig 


"l At-Tabari 21:611. 
21 At-Tabari 21:611, 612. 
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€49. And they said (to Misa): ‘‘O you sorcerer! Invoke your 
Lord for us according to what He has made a pact with you. 
Verily, We shall guide ourselves."'> 


€50. But when We removed the torment from them, behold, 
they broke their covenant.> 


Musa was sent with the Message of Tawhid to Fir‘awn 
and His Chiefs 


Here Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger Misa, 
peace be upon him, and how He sent him to Fir‘awn and his 
chiefs. That is, his governors, ministers, leaders and followers 
among the Egyptians and the Children of Israel. Allah sent him 
to call them to worship Allah alone, with no partner or associate, 
and to forbid them from worshipping anything other than Him. 
He sent him with mighty signs, such as his hand and his staff, 
other signs such as the flood, locusts, Qummal,!"! frogs and 
blood, and the loss of their crops and lives. Yet despite all that 
they remained arrogant and stubbornly refused to follow him; 
they rejected his message and made fun of it, and laughed at the 
one who had brought it. 
Gl Se Het Ye a Od 

¢And not an Ayah We showed them but it was greater than its 

fellow preceding it,> 
but despite that they would not give up their sin, misguidance, 


ignorance and confusion. Every time one of these signs came 
to them, they would go and implore Musa, saying, 


20 ale> 
<"O you sorcerer!..."> meaning, expert or knowledgeable 
one — this was the view of Ibn Jarir.'*! 
The scholars of that time were the sorcerers or magicians, and 
magic was not regarded as something reprehensible by them 


at that time, so this was not a slight on their part. They were 
in a state of need, so it would not have been appropriate for 


(11 See the discussion of these events in volume four, the Tafsir of 
Strat Al-Ar‘af [7 :133]. 
(2) at-Tabari 21:615. 
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them to insult him. This was a way of honoring him, as they 
thought. On each occasion, they promised Musa that if the 
torment was lifted from them, they would believe in him and 
let the Children of Israel go with him, but on each occasion 
they went back on their word. This is like the Aydt: 


DASE SEG QS oo (AG QELS SG shh Set Ae Uicgp 
wd dhe Ie ky HO ET os We Sy Ake & Wine 


td 


are Gilee US Hh of OO IL WL Eyl Ge cue 

EGE oh 1 Oat cb geal Sy Fyl 
€So We sent on them: the flood, the locusts, the Qummal, the 
frogs, and the blood; manifest signs, yet they remained 
arrogant, and they were of those people who were criminals. 
And when the punishment struck them, they said: ‘‘O Misa! 
Invoke your Lord for us because of His promise to you. If you 
remove the punishment from us, we indeed shall believe in you, 
and we shall let the Children of Israel go with you."" But when 
We removed the punishment from them to a fixed term, which 
they had to reach, behold! they broke their word! (7:133-135) 


- 
oe feo ve 
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451. And Fir'awn proclaimed among his people (saying): “ 


my people! Is not mine the dominion of Egypt, and these ie 
flowing underneath me. See you not then?’'> 


€52. “Am I not better than this one (Miisa) who is despicable 
and can scarcely express himself clearly?’'> 

€53. Why then are not golden bracelets bestowed on him, or 
angels sent along with him?''p 

454. Thus he fooled his people, and they obeyed him. Verily, 
they were ever a people who were rebellious .> 


455. So when they angered Us, We punished them, and 
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drowned them all.> 


456. And We made them a precedent, and an example to later 
generations .> 


Fir‘awn’s Address to His People and how Allah punished 
Him 


Allah tells us how Fir‘awn stubbornly persisted in his rebellion 
and disbelief. He assembled his people and addressed them in 
a vainglorious fashion, boasting of his dominion over Egypt. 


€isF oe G2 SGN 155 Fae OL Sall> 


¢Is not mine the dominion of Egypt, and these rivers flowing 
underneath me?> 


Qatddah said, “They had gardens and rivers of flowing 
water. "!!] 


axes! 5p 
<See you not then?> means, ‘do you not see my position of might 


and power?’ — implying that Masa and his followers were poor 
and weak. This is like the Ayah: 


POOS Sa MRT POE CR, teh ese 4 Wie Baa 608 
4QSN EN Jes tS OA 3 U Ss Ses Zap 


<Then he gathered (his people) and cried aloud, saying: “I am 
your lord, most high." So Allah seized him with punishment 
for his last and first transgression .> (79:23-25) 


fags oh call 35 35 3 EL lp 
<Am I not better than this one who is despicable> 


As-Suddi said, “He was saying, ‘indeed I am better than this 
one, who is despicable’.”*! Some of the grammarians of 
Basrah'*! said that Fir‘awn — may the curse of Allah be upon 
him - was saying that he was better than Musd, peace be 
upon him. But this is an obvious lie, may continued curses be 
upon him until the Day of Resurrection. By describing Masa 
as despicable he meant - as Sufyan said - insignificant. 
Qatadah and As-Suddi said, “He meant, weak.” Ibn Jarir said, 


OQ) At-Tabari 21:616. 
[2] At-Tabari 21:616. 
Sl At-Tabari 21:617. 
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“He meant, he had no power, authority or wealth.” 
tsb 58 GP 
¢and can scarcely express himself clearly» means, he cannot speak 
clearly, he stammers and cannot speak well. 
Fir‘awn’s description of Misa as “despicable” is a lie; rather 
it is he who was despicable and insignificant, lacking in 


physical, moral and religious terms, and it is Masa who was 
noble, truthful, righteous and upright. 


€isg 8 DD 

<and can scarcely express himself clearlyy. This was also a lie. 
Although something happened to Muas@’s tongue when he was a 
child, when it was burnt by a coal. He asked Allah to loosen the 
knot from his tongue (i.e., to correct his speech defect) so that 


they could understand what he said, and Allah had answered 
his prayer and said: 
¢You are granted your request, O Misa (20:36). 

It may be the case that some problem remained which he had 
not asked to be relieved of, as Al-Hasan Al-Basri suggested, 
and that he had asked only to be relieved of that which stood 
in the way of his conveying the Message. A person cannot be 
blamed for physical matters over which he has no control. 
Even though Fir‘awn had the intelligence to understand that, 


he wanted to confuse and mislead his people, who were 
ignorant and stupid. So he said: 


oh ot HI ake Gil Vss> 
«Why then are not golden bracelets bestowed on him...?> 


meaning, adornments which are placed on the arms. This was 
the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
Qatadah and others.!! 


aft tea tz & I " 
<or angels sent along with him?) meaning, to serve him and to 
testify that he is telling the truth. He looked only at outward 


Vika 


0) At-Tabari 21:619. 
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appearances and did not understand the true inner matters 
that are clearer than what he focused on, if only he had 
understood that. Allah says: 


CAOb Ap SebD 
<Thus he fooled his people, and they obeyed him .> 
meaning, he confused them and invited them to misguidance, 
and they responded to him. 


I 


ina5 OE peld 
<Verily, they were ever a people who were rebellious .> 
Then Allah says: 


CBA HS ie, CEI Gohan Kap 


¢So when they angered Us,’We punished them, and drowned 
them all.> 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said it means: “When they angered Us 
means, they provoked Our wrath.”!!! Ad-Dahhak said, it 
means “They made Us angry.” This was also the view of Ibn 
‘Abbas, Mujahid, Tkrimah, Said bin Jubayr, Muhammad bin 
Kab Al-Qurazi, Qatadah, As-Suddi and other scholars of 
Tafsir. |! 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Uqbah bin ‘Amir, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah #% said: 


LSB canola le fab 585 ALY G Stall he Sldy B51 at Sah bp 
«2, C153e51 Gs 

‘When you see that Allah gives a person what he wants even 

though he is persisting in sin, that means that Allah is enticing 

him into destruction.» Then he recited: 

Cues 4S 24h ESI Gc E> 
<So0 when they angered Us, We punished them, and drowned 
them all.>'>! 


(l At-Tabari 21 :622. 
21 At-Tabari 21 :622; Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 7 :383. 
[3] Ahmad 4:145, with slight differences. 
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It was reported that 
Tariq bin Shihab said, 
“I was with ‘Abdullah, 
may Allah be pleased 
with him, and the 
issue of sudden death 
was mentioned. He 
said, ‘It is a relief for 
the believer and a 
source of regret for 
the disbeliever.’ Then 
he recited the Ayah: 


ose 203s A 12 % 
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i ee ML Seen 9 
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€So when they angered 
Us, We punished them, 
and drowned them 
all> 71") 

‘Umar bin ‘Abdul- 
‘Aziz, may Allah be 
pleased with him, 
said, “I found that 
punishment comes 
with negligence, 


select ee gi 
5 WAS Ge te 
Big Sok sip te SEO SAE ae 


estore 2 


Vachs 5 “ENS Ny 0G 35 
cae Cla gars yaad eae aean 
meaning the Ayah: 
(hice Mi 4 CEI Gon Kip 
4So when they angered Us, We punished them, and drowned 
them all>.” 
€: 6,55 WE; Ge sind 


¢4And We made them a precedent, and an example to later 
generations .> 


Abu Mijlaz said, “Precedent for others who do the same as they 
did.”!?] He and Mujahid said, “An example, i.e., a lesson to those 


0) Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 7 :384. 
(21 al-Qurtubi 16:102. 
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who come after them.”"! Allah is the One Who guides to the 
straight path, and unto Him is the final return. 


CBA CUE es Mh s WG SE os At oD 
i SE Meliss oN AY att BSE His 
ie Ki A Sat Ki Gy eet Le we by as 
oil ai SG Bo Re 5 SG oh oe & OG EY 
WA Ly is Baek M5 5 8 Sty ona dt HG a gu 
€57. And when the son of Maryam is quoted as an example, 
behold, your people cry aloud thereat .> 

€58. And say: ‘‘Are our gods better or is he?" They quoted not 
the above example except for argument. Nay! But they are a 
quarrelsome people .> 

€59. He was not more than a servant. We granted Our favor 
to him, and We made him an example for the Children of 
Israel .> 

€60. And if it were Our will, We would have made angels to 
replace you on the earth.> 

€61. And he shall be a known sign for (the coming of) the 
Hour. Therefore have no doubt concerning it. And follow Me! 
This is the straight path.> 

€62. And let not Shaytan hinder you. Verily, he (Shaytan) to 
you is a plain enemy .> 

€63. And when ‘Isa came with clear proofs, he said: “I have 
come to you with Al-Hikmah,”! and in order to make clear to 
you some of that in which you differ. Therefore have Taqwa of 
Allah and obey me."'> 

464. “Verily, Allah! He is my Lord and your Lord. So worship 
Him. This is the straight path."» 


€65. But the sects from among themselves differed. So woe to 


" At-Tabari 21 :624, Al-Qurtubi 16:102. 
7) See the Tafsir of Surah Sad (38 :20). 
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those who do wrong from the torment of a painful Day!> 


The Contempt of the Quraysh for the son of Maryam, 
and His true Status with Allah 


Allah tells us how the Quraysh persisted in their disbelief and 
stubborn arguments: 
EMS Ee DUS Oy SE 33 GI Ge Cp 
¢4And when the son of Maryam is quoted as an example, 
behold, your people cry aloud thereat .> 


Several others narrated that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, Mujahid, Tkrimah, As-Suddi and Ad-Dahhak said, 
“They laughed, i.e., they were astounded by that."") Qatadah 
said, “They were repelled by that and they laughed.”?) Ibrahim 
An-Nakhaii said, “They turned away. 43l 
The reason for this was mentioned by Muhammad bin Ishaq 
in As-Sirah. He said, “According to what I have heard, the 
Messenger of Allah 3% sat down one day with Al-Walid bin Al- 
Mughirah in the Masjid, and An-Nadr bin Al-Harith came and 
sat down with them. There were also other men from the 
Quraysh in the gathering. The Messenger of Allah #% spoke, 
then An-Nadr bin Al-Harith came up to him and the 
Messenger of Allah 3% spoke to him until he 2 defeated him in 
argument. Then he 3 recited to him and to them, 
dBi GS ee Ct BI he oe ONG ed 

«Certainly you and that which you are worshipping now 

besides Allah, are (but) fuel for Hell! (Surely) you will enter 

it.» (21:98) 
Then the Messenger of Allah #% got up and went to sit with 
‘Abdullah bin Al-Zab‘ari At-Tamimi. Al-Walid bin Al-Mughirah 
said to him, ‘By Allah, An-Nadr bin Al-Harith could not match 
the son of ‘Abd Al-Muttalib in argument. Muhammad claims 
that we and these gods that we worship are fuel for Hell.’ 
‘Abdullah bin Az-Zab‘ari said, ‘By Allah, if I meet with him I 


(11 A)-Ourtubi 16:103. 
[2] At-Tabari 21 :627. 
(3) a1-Qurtubi, 16:103. 
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will defeat him in argument. Ask Muhammad whether 
everyone that is worshipped instead of Allah will be in Hell 
with those who worshipped him, for we worship the angels, 
and the Jews worship Uzayr, and the Christians worship the 
Messiah ‘is4 bin Maryam.’ Al-Walid and those who were sitting 
with him were amazed at what ‘Abdullah bin Az-Zab‘ari said, 
and they thought that he had come up with a good point. He 
said this to the Messenger of Allah #%, who said: 


OUEEN Sys Sy AG tle of aa 5 aol od te ae OI Cal ty jr 
tS oral 35 
‘Everyone who likes to worship something other than Allah will 
be with the one whom he worshipped, for indeed they are 
worshipping the Shaytan and whomever told them to worship 
that person .»” 
Then Allah revealed the words: 


qOice 2 GH GAG Bek ol yp 


€Verily, those for whom the good has preceded from Us, they 
will be removed far therefrom (Hell)> (21:101), 


meaning that ‘isA, Uzayr and rabbis and monks who were also 
worshipped, who spent their lives in devotion towards Allah. 
The misguided people who came after them took them as lords 
instead of Allah. Concerning the notion of worshipping the 
angels as daughters of Allah, the following words were 
revealed: 


CBIR Bee be B51 LEI Usp 
€And they say: ‘The Most Gracious has begotten a son (or 
children). Glory to Him! They are but honored servants.> 
(21:26) 
Concerning ‘isd bin Maryam, the fact that he is worshipped 
instead of Allah, and to the amazement of Al-Walid and the 
others who were present at the argument, the following was 
revealed: 
Kiicods L, DUS SE tan Hf oe Op 
¢And when the son of Maryam is quoted as an example, 
behold, your people cry aloud thereat .> 
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meaning, they take this argument as a basis for rejecting your 
message. Then Allah mentions fsa bin Maryam and says: 
KW SG BLS Gh GE ees ok CN LY A op 
¢He was not more than a servant. We granted Our favor to 
him, and We made him an example for the Children of Israel. 
And if it were Our will, We would have made angels to replace 
you on the earth. And he (‘Isa) shall be a known sign for the 
Hour.> 
meaning, the miracles and signs that happened at his hands, 
such as raising the dead and healing the sick, are sufficient as 
signs of the approach of the Hour. 
Y ae: Ln Gs 3 a G AES SoY 
<Therefore have no doubt concerning it. And follow Me! This is 
the straight path».”""! 
Ibn Jarir mentioned that Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, commented on the Ayah: 


Paes Boe be LOS Bae eres Bee A ae 
4M Sys ale Steg Val Wee 45 an ae (35> 


Se 0 


And when the son of Maryam is quoted as an example, 
behold, your people cry aloud thereat .> 


“This means the Quraysh, when it was said to them: 


04% racer sor 2 Ape rr od 


EHS GI A TE oe al Ss or URE UG EL > 


<Certainly you and that which you are worshipping now 
besides Allah, are (but) fuel for Hell! (Surely) you will enter 
it.> (21:98) 


The Quraysh said to him: ‘What about ‘4s bin Maryam?’ 
He said: 


05 4255 ail te Bibs 
tHe is the servant and Messenger of Allah.» 


They said, ‘By Allah, he means that we should take him as a 
lord just as the Christians took ‘Is& son of Maryam as a lord.’ 


(1) Ibn Hisham 1 :396-398. 
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Then Allah said: 
€, 
fisted BEIM dee 


<They quoted not the above example except for argument. Nay! 
But they are a quarrelsome peoplep.”""! 


CA ASE Cah Basp 
¢And say: “Are our gods better or is he?"'>. Qatadah said, “They 


were saying, ‘our gods are better than him’.” Qatadah said; “Ibn 
Mas‘td, may Allah be pleased with him, recited it 


(lis af 38 ih 


(Are our gods better or is this (person)?)” they mean 
Muhammad #3. 


3 Hi 
<They quoted not the above example except for argument .> 


means, for the sake of stubborn argument, for they knew that 
he (Isa ) was not included in the Ayah (21:98), because that 
would not make sense. The words, 
C86 Lat BS oe DHE SLD 
«Certainly you and that which you are worshipping now 
besides Allah, are (but) fuel for Hell!> (21:98) 


are addressed to the Quraysh, for they used to worship idols 
and false gods - they did not worship the Messiah so why 
should he be included in what the Ayah says? What they said 
was only for the sake of argument; they did not really believe 
in it. 

Imam Ahmad, may Allah have mercy on him, recorded that 
Abu Umamah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The 
Messenger of Allah 2% said: 


Cea Hae a Or re Te ao er peer ae 
CJS Vig al VI cathe 1ylS ste Ay 653 Lo Ls 


‘No people go astray after having been guided, but they resort 
to (futile) argument.» 


0) At-Tabari 21:625. There are similar authentic narrations: Mushkil 
ALAthdr 1:431, and Al-Hakim 2 :385. 
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Then the Messenger of Allah #§ recited this Ayah: 
dined BEM YH tas 
<They quoted not the above example except for argument. Nay! 
But they are a quarrelsome peoplep.”"! 
It was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah and Ibn Jarir. 


At-Tirmidhi said, “This Hadith is Hasan Sahih, we do not 
know it except from the Hadith of Hajjaj bin Dinar...”?! 


4a Col Se YA E> 


¢He (‘Isa) was not more than a servant. We granted Our favor 
to him,> 


means, ‘sa, peace be upon him; he was no more than one of 
the servants of Allah whom Allah blessed with prophethood 
and messengership. 


dosh} gl SE tsp 
¢and We made him an example for the Children of Israel .> 
means, ‘a sign, proof and evidence of Our power to do 
whatever We will.’ 
458e BM 5 SE SS, UA AS Sp 
¢And if it were Our will, We would have made angels to 
replace you on the earth.> 
As-Suddi said, “They would have taken your place on (the 
earth).”°! Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and 
Qatadah said, “They would have succeeded one another just 
as you succeed one another.”*! This view is implied by the 


former veiw. Mujahid said, “They would have populated the 
earth instead of you.”!5 


Allah’s saying: 


436155 SS 2515> 


E 


('l Ahmad 5:256. 

21 Tunfat Al-Ahwadhi 9 :130; Ibn Majah 1:19, At-Tabari 21 :629. 
31 At-Tabari 21 :631. 

IS! At-Tabari 21 :630. 

(5) At-Tabari 21 :630. 
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¢And he (‘Isa) shall be a known sign for (the coming of) the 
Hour.> 


The correct view concerning this phrase is that it refers to his 
descent before the Day of Resurrection, as Allah says: 


tie Boy KS WY SH NB ossd 
¢And there is none of the People of the Scripture but must 
believe in him before his death} (4:159). 
- meaning before the death of Isa, peace be upon him - 


458 pe OS Call p> 
¢And on the Day of Resurrection, he will be a witness against them> 
(4:159). This meaning has the support from an alternate 
recitation of the Aydt; 


(And he shall be a known sign for (the coming of) the Hour.) 
means, evidence that the Hour will surely come. Mujahid said: 
225i GLI A> 

¢And he shall be a sign for (the coming of) the Hour.> 


means, sign and “One of the signs of the Hour will be the 
appearance of ‘Isa son of Maryam before the Day of 
Resurrection.”!! Something similar was also narrated from 
Abu Hurayrah, Ibn ‘Abbas, ‘Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Abu Malik, 
Tkrimah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and others.!2!_ Many 
Mutawatir Hdadiths report that the Messenger of Allah # said 
that ‘ts will descend before the Day of Resurrection as a just 
ruler and fair judge. 


<Therefore have no doubt concerning it.) means, do not doubt that 
it will surely come to pass. 


€isacSisd 
¢And follow Me.> means, ‘in what I tell you about it.’ 


Ul at-Tabari 21-632. 
21 At-Tabari 21 :632; Al-Ourtubi 16:106. 
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huh Kis vy att Le tap 
<This is the straight path. And let not Shaytan hinder you.> 
means, from following the truth. 


425K) Kes, 5 56 Sel oe EG NES Be Kd 
<Verily, he (Satan) to you is a plain enemy. And when ‘Isa 
came with (Our) clear proofs, he said: ‘I have come to you 
with Al-Hikmah..."}>, meaning Asante 
44 juke ol BS any 3 5 Shs 
and in order to make clear to you some of the (points) in 
which you differ.» 
Ibn Jarir said, “This means religious matters, not worldly 
matters.”'! What he said is good. 


€ai Yap 


<Therefore have Taqwa of Allahy means, ‘with regard to what I 
command you to do.’ 


€ansh> 
¢and obey me.> means, ‘in what I bring to you.’ 
as dy, 6 BE By oy 3h at > 
<Verily, Allah! He is my Lord and your Lord. So worship 
Him. This is the straight path.> 


means, ‘you and I are enslaved to Him, in need of Him and we 
commonly share in the worship of Him Alone, associating none 
with Him.’ 


dest ye ap 


<This is the straight path> means, ‘what I have brought to you is 
the straight path, which is the worship of the Lord, may He 
exalted, Alone.’ 


dred be GEES Sb 
€But the sects from among themselves differed .> 


(1) At-Tabari 21 :635. 
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means, they differed and became parties and factions, some 
who stated that he (Isa) was the servant and Messenger of 
Allah - which is true - while others claimed that he was the 
son of Allah or that he himself was Allah - glorified be Allah 
far above what they say. Allah says: 
kedl 25 WG & Yb ull gp 

<So woe to those who do wrong from the torment of a painful 

Day>! 

oa ser ve i Rat sree jean eee A aye 

Aa dey Oey! Avan Vay 2G > aad of dere Fy yes jad 
Sif Wye aa 3G IS esl Site & oF VG &) Prva} ¥) Hae vans 


ve 


SRE Sh Os Gait YAS segue Be; Ge hex 
43 4s ae 8855 ZANT 4s ae SEG GES ot Ge ail 
Us 15 a iG ow Sls cl eo yaks bal agit eds a CH ys 
€66. Do they only wait for the Hour that it dai cs come upon 
them suddenly while they perceive not?> 


€67. Friends on that Day will be foes one to another except 
those who have Taqwi.> 

¢68. My servants! No fear shall be on you this Day, nor shall 
you grieve,> 

469. (You) who believed in Our Ayat and were Muslims.> 
€70. Enter Paradise, you and your wives, in happiness.> 


¢71. Trays of gold and cups will be passed round them; (there 
will be) therein all that their souls desire, and all that eyes 
could delight in and you will abide therein forever .> 


472. This is the Paradise, which you have been made to inherit 
because of your deeds that you used to do.> 


¢73. Therein for you will be fruits in plenty, of which you will 
eat (as you desire) .> 


The Resurrection will come suddenly, and Enmity will 
arise between close Friends among the Disbelievers 


Allah says, ‘do these idolaters who disbelieve in the 
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Messengers wait’ 
a5 oF ks Lh A al dae Fy> 


¢only for the Hour that it shall come upon them suddenly while 
they perceive not?> 


means, for it is real and will inevitably come to pass, and 
these negligent people are unprepared for it. When it comes, it 
will catch them unawares, and on that Day they will feel the 
utmost regret when regret will not benefit them in the slightest 
and will not afford them any protection. 


4k Fy She gs ches agy SLD 


¢Friends on that Day will be foes one to another except those 
who have Taqwa.> 


means, every friendship that exists for a purpose other than 
for the sake of Allah will turn to enmity on the Day of 
Resurrection, except for that which is for the sake of Allah, 
which will last forever. This is like the statement of Ibrahim, 
peace be upon him, to his people: 


3X sical 35 BGA gi 6 Ks Gl Got of FSET ap 
4 Se SH Kusls ae pee 2S pe 
BS, 


€You have taken (for worship) idols instead of Allah. The love 
between you is only in the life of this world, but on the Day of 
Resurrection, you shall disown each other, and curse each 
other, and your abode will be the Fire, and you shall have no 
helper .> (29:25) 


Good News for Those with Taqwd on the Day of 
Resurrection, and Their entry into Paradise 


4aop8 BY; Ke S&S ¥ a> 


«My servants! No fear shall be on you this Day, nor shall you 
grieve .> 


Then He will give them the glad ee 
Darks Yeas Gre tex oS> 
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€(You) who believed in Our Ayat and were Muslims.> 


means, their hearts believed and they submitted inwardly and 
outwardly to the Laws of Allah. 

Al-Mu‘tamir bin Sulayman narrated that his father said: 
“When the Day of Resurrection comes and the people are 
resurrected, there will be no one left who will not be filled with 
terror. Then a caller will cry out: 

C2. i54 ANG ll Keke SF V asd 
¢My servants! No fear shall be on you this Day, nor shall you 
grieve.> 
So all the people will be filled with hope, but this will be 
followed by the words: 


Cakes Gees Ge, en Salt> 
4(You) who believed in Our Ayat and were Muslims.> 

Then all of mankind will be filled with despair apart from the 

believers.”!! 


isi SID 


Enter Paradise,» means, they will be told to enter 
Paradise. 


45255 Ip 
€you and your wives,> means, your counterparts 
dca 
in happiness (Tuhbariin).» means, in delight and joy.'*! 
4ST Gis of Goes pe SED 
<Trays of gold and cups will be passed round them ;> 


means, fine vessels of gold containing food and drink, without 
spouts or handles. 


(1 At-Tabari 21 :639. 


21 This phrase Tuhbarin has already been mentioned in Strat Ar-Ruim 
[30:15] where there was a narration stating that it means, 
“Luxury.” Ibn Kathir’s view is that it is more general than that, as 
seen by his comment here. 
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(CBN edt G G5) 
[(there will be) therein all that their souls could desire).] Some 
of them recited: 
42M 435 Ud 
<that their souls desire,> 


Ma sete tees 


ae SS} 
¢and all that eyes could delight in> means, of good food, delightful 
fragrances and beautiful scenes. 
445 25> 
<and you will therein> means, in Paradise 
Syd 
¢abide forever> means, you will never leave it or want to 
exchange it. 
Then it will be said to them, as a reminder of the blessing and 
favor of Allah: 
CBSA BT ey ABS oli EA ssp 
<This is the Paradise, which you have been made to inherit 
because of your deeds that you used to do.> 


means, the righteous deeds which were the cause of your 
being included in the mercy of Allah. For no one will be 
admitted to Paradise by virtue of their deeds alone; that will be 
by the mercy and grace of Allah. But the varying ranks and 
degrees of Paradise will be attained according to one’s 
righteous deeds. 


CES ES wa Kid 
<Therein for you will be fruits in plenty,> 
means, of all kinds. 
disbt Gad 
<of which you will eat.> means, whatever you choose and desire. 


When food and drink are mentioned, fruit is also mentioned to 
complete the picture of blessing and joy. And Allah knows best. 
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474. Verily, the 
criminals will be in the 
torment of Hell to abide 
therein forever .> 

€75. (The torment) will 
not be lightened for them, 


and they will be plunged 
into destruction with deep 
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despair therein .> 
476. We wronged them not, but they were the wrongdoers.> 


¢77. And they will cry: “‘O Malik (keeper of Hell)! Let your 
Lord make an end of us." He will say: ‘Verily, you shall abide 
forever ."’> 

€78. Indeed We have brought the truth to you, but most of you 
have a hatred for the truth.> 

€79. Or have they plotted some plan? Then We too are 
planning .> 


480. Or do they think that We hear not their secrets and their 
private counsel? Yes (We do) and Our messengers are by them, 
to record .> 
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The Punishment of the Doomed 


The description of the state of the blessed is followed by a 
description of the state of the doomed. 


5a 402 


qos FEY HO AE OG J Syst gp 

<Verily, the criminals will be in the torment of Hell to abide 

therein forever. It will not be lightened for them,> 
meaning, not even for one moment. 

irks 43 Sd 

¢and they will be plunged into destruction with deep regrets, 

sorrows and in despair therein,> 
means, they will despair of any goodness. 

4G ubi o hg SS ASI > 
<We wronged them not, but they were the wrongdoers.> 

means, by their committing wrong actions after proof had been 
established against them and Messengers had been sent to 
them, but they rejected them and rebelled, so they are to be 


punished accordingly. And your Lord is not at all unjust to 
(His) servants. 


i655 
¢And they will cry: “O Malik...» who is the keeper of 
Hell. 

Al-Bukhari said, “Hajjaj bin Minhal told us, Sufyan bin 
‘Uyaynah told us, from ‘Amr bin ‘Ata,’ from Safwan bin Ya‘la 
that his father, may Allah be pleased with him, said, ‘1 heard 
the Messenger of Allah 2% reciting on the Minbar. 

465 CE alts dacs sts) 
€And they will cry: “‘O Malik! Let your Lord make an end of 
us./7pltl 


meaning, let Him destroy our souls and give us some respite 
from our predicament.’ But it will be as Allah says: 


orp 47 
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0) Fath ALBGri, 8:431. 
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<Neither will it have a complete killing effect on them so that 
they die nor shall its torment be lightened for them> (35:36). 


4L0 fer 


But it will be avoided by the wretched, who will enter the 
great Fire. There he will neither die (to be in rest) nor live (a 
good living).> (87:11-13). 
When they ask to be allowed to die, Malik will answer them: 
4515s Ki Sip 
¢He will say: Verily, you shall abide forever .’’> meaning, ‘you will 
have no way out from it and no refuge.’ Then the reason why 
they are doomed will be given, which is their stubborn 
resistance to the truth. Allah says: 


qIndeed We have brought the truth to you,» meaning, ‘We have 
explained it to you clearly and in detail.’ 
AS Fi BSG 
€but most of you have a hatred for the truth.> 


means, ‘but your nature could not accept it and did not seek 
it; on the contrary, you followed and venerated falsehood, and 
you stood in the way of truth and refused it, and despised its 
followers.’ So they will blame themselves and will feel regret at 
the time when regret will not be of any benefit to them. Then 
Allah says: 
Beis § AA ® 
€Or have they plotted some plan? Then We too are planning .> 

Mujahid said, “They wanted to plot some evil, but We are also 
planning.”!! What Mujahid said is like the Ayah: 


Cit V pth VE RG Wet RG) 


¢So they plotted a plot, and We planned a plan, while they 
perceived not.> (27:50). 


The idolators were trying their utmost to find ways of refuting 


(1) At-Tabari 21146. 
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the truth with falsehood, but Allah planned it so that the 
consequences of that would backfire on them. He said in 
refutation: 


C265 pie KAT Take 
<Or do they think that We hear not their secrets and their 
private counsel ?> 


meaning, what they say secretly and openly. 
45725 pect Cs > 
€Yes (We do) and Our messengers are by them, to record.> 


means, ‘We know what they are doing, and the angels are also 
recording their deeds, major and minor.’ 


ace 
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€81. Say: “If the Most Gracious had a son, then I am the first 
of the worshippers ."’> 


¢82. Glorified is the Lord of the heavens and the earth, the 
Lord of the Throne! Exalted be He from all that they ascribe (to 
Him).> 

€83. So leave them (alone) to speak nonsense and play until 
they meet the Day of theirs which they have been promised .> 
€84. It is He Who is the only God in the heaven and the only 
God on the earth. And He is the All-Wise, the All-Knower.> 
€85. And Blessed be He to Whom belongs the kingdom of the 
heavens and the earth, and all that is between them, and with 
Whom is the knowledge of the Hour, and to Whom you (all) 
will be returned .> 


486. And those whom they invoke instead of Him have no 
power of intercession - except for those who bear witness to the 
truth knowingly, and they know.> 
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<€87. And if you ask them who created them, they will surely 
say: “Allah."" How then are they turned away?> 

<€88. And his saying: ‘‘O my Lord! Verily, these are a people 
who believe not!''> 


489. So turn away from them, and say: Salam (peace!) But 
they will come to know.> 


Allah has no Offspring 
Allah says: 
<h> 
<Say> - ‘O Muhammad?’ - 
eas Si Ob 3G yan yp 
€If the Most Gracious had a son, then I am the first of the 
worshippers .> 
meaning, ‘if this were so, then I would worship Him on that 
basis, because I am one of His servants; I obey all that He 
commands me and I am not too arrogant or proud to worship 


Him.’ This conditional phrase does not mean that what is 
described could happen nor that is possible as Allah says: 


oil AA haw to MEG EN Ge J atl H 
¢Had Allah willed to take a son, He could have chosen whom 
He willed out of those whom He created. But glory be to Him! 


He is Allah, the One, the Irresistible.» (39:4). Allah says 
here: 


«Glorified is the Lord of the heavens and the earth, the Lord of 
the Throne! Exalted be He from all that they ascribe (to Him).> 
meaning, exalted and sanctified and glorified be the Creator of 
all things far above having any offspring, for He is Unique, 
One and Eternally Self-Sufficient. There is none equal to Him 

or like Him, and He does not have any offspring. 


423 sad 
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€So leave them (alone) to speak nonsense> means, in their 
ignorance and misguidance, 
<i52k; 
¢and play> in their world, 


i Sror edry 


dates v3 fey eb ap 

until they meet the Day of theirs which they have been 

promised .> 
which is the Day of Resurrection, i.e., then they will come to 
know what their end and destination will be on that Day. 
The Uniqueness of the Lord 

5, AM G5 Sy Lat 3 dl 5p 
€lt is He Who is the only God in the heaven and the only God 
on the earth.> 


means, He is the God of those who are in the heavens and the 
God of those who are on earth; all of them worship Him and 
are humbled before Him. 


Cll 256 35 
¢And He is the All-Wise, the All-Knower.> This Ayah is like 
the Ayah: 


4G U Ay Side Se AS NT 5 OSC gil Shp 
¢And He is Allah in the heavens and on the earth; He knows 


what you conceal and what you reveal, and He knows what you 
earn.» (6:3) 


which means, He is the One who is called Allah in the 
heavens and on the earth. 
44S ANG EN BW cit HES 
€And Blessed be He to Whom belongs the kingdom of the 
heavens and the earth, and all that is between them,> 


means, He is their Creator and Sovereign, the One Who is 
controlling them with none to resist or oppose His rule. 
Blessed and exalted be He far above the notion of His having a 
child. He is eternally free of all faults and shortcomings, 
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because He is the Lord, the Exalted, the Almighty, the 
Sovereign of all things, Who is in control of all affairs. 


4c ple peg> 
¢and with Whom is the knowledge of the Hour,> 
means, no one knows when it will happen except Him. 


CGZE5 5d 


dand to Whom you (all) will be returned.) means, and each 
person will be requited for his deeds; if they are good, then he 
will be rewarded, and if they are bad, then he will be punished. 


The Idols have no Power of Intercession 
44535 1 ph Od Ayes Hy 
¢And those whom they invoke instead of Him have no power> 
means, the idols and false gods. 


of intercession) means, they are not able to intercede for them. 
455 585 SEI A > 
<except for those who bear witness to the truth knowingly, and 
they know .> 


This means, but the one who bears witness to the truth has 
knowledge and insight, so his intercession with Allah will avail, 
by His leave. 


The Idolators admit that Allah Alone is the Creator 
4B KGY SE SI BAS ae SE isd 


¢And if you ask them who created them, they will surely say: 
“Allah.” How then are they turned away?> 


means, ‘if you ask these idolators who associate others in 
worship with Allah,’ 


<who created them, they will surely say: "Allah."'> 
means, they will admit that He Alone is the Creator of all 
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things and He has no partner in that. Yet despite that they 
still worship others alongside Him who have nothing and are 
able to do nothing. This is the utmost foolishness and 
stupidity. Allah says: 


46533 Sip 
<How then are they turned away?> 


The Prophet’s Complaint to Allah 


og wap eg 


Cat TIS SS Gy S55 asd 

¢And his saying: ‘‘O my Lord! Verily, these are a people who 

believe not!''> 
means, Muhammad % said this; he complained to his Lord 
about his people who did not believe in him, and said, ‘O 
Lord, these people do not believe.’ This is like the Ayah: 

485 GAL SHI hs WETS ors St I 

And the Messenger will say: “‘O my Lord! Verily, my people 

deserted this Qur'an."'> (25:30). 
This is the view of Ibn Mas‘dd, may Allah be pleased with him, 
mujahia and Qatdédah, and this is how Ibn Jarir interpreted 
it. 

Al-Bukhari said: “Abdullah - meaning Ibn Mas‘td, may Allah 
be pleased with him - recited (Ayah 88 of Az-Zukhrufj: 
(yb S251 365) 
(And the Messenger will say: “O my Lord!’)!?! 
Mujahid said concerning the Ayah: 
4SL3. YS Sh 8 25 55> 
€And his saying: ‘O my Lord! Verily, these are a people who 
believe not!''> 


“Allah is stating what Muhammad #§ said.”°! Qatadah said, 
“These are the words of your Prophet #%, when he complained 


(1) At-Tabari 21 :656. 
(1 Fath Al-Bari, 8:431. 
3) At-Tabari 21 :656. 
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about his people to his Lord.”!"! 

tie at 

<So turn away from them,» means, from the idolators. 
be, 03. 
€.£ Jas 

¢and say Salim (peace!)» means, ‘do not respond to them in the 
same evil manner in which they address you; but try to soften 
their hearts and forgive them in word and deed.’ 

i.e; 55> 
¢But they will come to know.) This is a warning from Allah for 
them. His punishment, which cannot be warded off, struck 
them, and His religion and His word was supreme. Subse- 
quently Jihad and striving were prescribed until the people 
entered the religion of Allah in crowds, and Islam spread 
throughout the east and the west. And Allah knows best. 


This is the end of the Tafsir of Stirat Az-Zukhruf. 


0) At-Tabari 21 :656. 
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The Tafsir of Sdrat Ad-Dukhan 
(Chapter - 44) 


Which was revealed in Makkah 


In Musnad Al-Bazzar, 
it is recorded from 
Abu At-Tufayl ‘Amir 
bin Wathilah from 
Zayd bin Harithah 
that the Messenger of 
Allah 3 said to Ibn 
Sayyad: 
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‘am concealing 
something, what is it?» 
And the Messenger of 
Allah # was concealing 
Surat Ad-Dukhaén from 
him. He (Ibn Sayyad) 
said: “It is Ad-Dukh.” 
The Messenger of Allah 
#% said, 


L515] i dG kp 


‘Be off with you! 
Whatever Allah wills 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 


(1) Af-Tabarani, 5:88, there is a deficiency in the reporting of this text. 
The story of Ibn Sayyad was recorded by Al-Bukhdri, no. 1354, and 
Muslim no. 7345, but there is no mention of the Surah in question . 
There are a number of possible explanations for the Hadith besides 
referring to this Sirah. See Fath Al-Bari no. 3055. 
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41. Ha Mim.> 

¢2. By the manifest Book that makes things clear.> 

43. We sent it down on a blessed night. Verily, We are ever 

warning .> 

€4. Therein (that night) is decreed every matter, Hakim. 

45. As a command from Us. Verily, We are ever sending,> 


<6. (As) a mercy from your Lord. Verily, He is the All-Hearer, 
the All-Knower .> 


47. The Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that is 
between them, if you (but) have a faith with certainty .> 


<8. La ilaha illa Huwa. He gives life and causes death - your 
Lord and the Lord of your forefathers .> 


The Qur’an was revealed on Laylatul-Qadr 
Allah tells us that He revealed the Magnificent Qur’aén on a 
blessed night, Laylatul-Qadr (the Night of Decree), as He says 
elsewhere: Ne Sycsetees 4ehsaees 
450i Bg I Gp 

<Verily, We have sent it down in the Night of Al-Qadr> 

(97:1). 
This was in the month of Ramadan, as Allah tells us: 

ie opait a5 a gt wait 55 a 

<The month of Ramadan in which was revealed the Qur'an> 

(2:185). 
We have already quoted the relevant Hadiths in (the Tafsir of) 
Surat Al-Baqarah, and there is no need to repeat them here. 


€inie © Gp 


<Verily, We are ever warning.> means, telling them what is good 
for them and what is harmful for them, according to Shari‘ah, so 
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that the proof of Allah may be established against His servants. 
4S AS Sw 
<Therein (that night) is decreed every matter, Hakim.> 

means, on Laylatul-Qadr, the decrees are transferred from Al- 
Lawh Al-Mahfiz to the (angelic) scribes who write down the 
decrees of the (coming) year including life span, provision, and 
what will happen until the end of the year. This was narrated 
from Ibn ‘Umar, Mujahid, Abu Malik, Ad-Dahhak and others 
among the Salaf!#! 


4.) 


<Hakim> means decided or confirmed, which cannot be changed 
or altered. Allah says: 
dice & OAD 


¢As a command from Us.> meaning, everything that happens 
and is decreed by Allah and the revelation that He sends down 
- it all happens by His command, by His leave and with His 
knowledge. 


€iper © typ 


<Verily, We are ever sending,» means, to mankind, sending 
Messenger who will recite to them the clear signs of Allah. The 
need for this was urgent. 


Fea re Reet oe ag ete ay ot at, Sle. fee 
qs ANG oso Gy AT Lit By Oi ot icos> 
€(As) a mercy from your Lord. Verily, He is the All-Hearer, 


the All-Knower. The Lord of the heavens and the earth and all 
that is between them,> 


means, the One Who sent down the Qur’an is the Lord, 
Creator and Sovereign of the heavens and the earth and 
everything in between them. 


dina ZF > 
if you (but) have a faith with certainty.» Then Allah says: 
(DAW Kev b5 KH L.A AY WD 


Ol at-Tabari 22:9. 
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<La ilaha illa Huwa. He gives life and causes death - your Lord 
and the Lord of your forefathers.) This is like the Ayah: 


¥ GAG oscail 40 4 ot oe eat 125 5 it fy ip 

2.5 KAS 
Say: “O mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as the 
Messenger of Allah ~ to Whom belongs the dominion of the 


heavens and the earth. La ilaha illa Huwa. He gives life and 
causes death...> (7:158) 
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€9. Nay! They play about in doubt.> 


410. Then wait you for the Day when the sky will bring forth a 
visible smoke ,> 

€11. Covering mankind, this is a painful torment.> 

412. (They will say): Our Lord! Remove the torment from us, 
really we shall become believers!"> 

413. How can there be for them an admonition, when a 
Messenger explaining things clearly has already come to them.> 
414. Then they had turned away from him and said: “(He is) 
one taught, a madman!''> 

€15. Verily, We shall remove the torment for a while. Verily, 
you will revert.> 


€16. On the Day when We shall strike you with the great 
Batshah. Verily, We will exact retribution .> 


2 


Alarming the Idolators with News of the Day when the 
Sky will bring forth a visible Smoke 
Allah says, these idolaters are playing about in doubt, i.e., the 


certain truth has come to them, but they doubt it and do not 
believe in it. Then Aen mk bina ds and ire them: 
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€Then wait you for the Day when the sky will bring forth a 
visible smoke .> 
It was narrated that Masriq said, “We entered the Masjid - 
i.e., the Masjid of Kifah at the gates of Kindah - and a man 
was reciting to his companions, 


ding 4, Acar hs 55> 
<the Day when the sky will bring forth a visible smoke .> 


He asked them; ‘Do you know what that is?’ That is the smoke 
that will come on the Day of Resurrection. It will take away 
the hearing and sight of the hypocrites, but for the believers it 
will be like having a cold.” 

He said, “We came to Ibn Mas‘ad, may Allah be pleased with 
him, and told him about that. He was lying down, and he sat 
up with a start and said, ‘Allah said to your Prophet # 


Cink 206 Ae & Ket G i> 


«Say: ‘No wage do I ask of you for this, nor am I one of the 
pretenders."’> (38:86). 


And it is part of knowledge that when a man does not know 
something, he should say, ‘Allah knows best.’ I will tell you a 
Hadith about that. When the Quraysh did not respond to 
Islam and they grew stubborn, the Messenger of Allah #& 
invoked Allah against them that they would have years like 
the years (of drought and famine) of Yasuf. They became so 
exhausted and hungry that they ate bones and dead meat. 
They looked at the sky, but they saw nothing but smoke.””!! 

According to another report: “A man would look at the sky 
and he would see nothing between him and the sky except a 
smoky haze, because of his exhaustion.”7! 


€rn a 52 if ha 54 Vie otal ks wee Won gtd, ast 3G 7 ro Lib> 
<Then wait you for the Day when the sky will bring forth a 
visible smoke, covering the people, this is a painful torment> 


A man came to the Messenger of Allah #% and said, “O 
Messenger of Allah! Pray to Allah to send rain to Mudar, for 


111 Muslim 4:2155. 
2] Mustim 4:2156. 
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they are dying. So the Prophet # prayed for rain for them, 
and they got rain. Then the Ayah was revealed: 


ene 5S aa Gar wp 
<Verily, We shall remove the torment for a while. Verily, you 
will revert .> 


Ibn Mas‘tid said, “Do you think that the torment will be 
removed for them on the Day of Resurrection? When they were 
granted ease, they reverted to their former state. Then Allah 
revealed: 


4MSE Gy GSH AGH Bas 5p 
€On the Day when We shall strike you with the Great Batshah. 
Verily, We will exact retribution .>” 


He said, “This means the day of Badr.”"") 

Ibn Mas‘ad said, “Five things have come to pass: the smoke, 
the (defeat of the) Romans, the (splitting of the) moon, the 
Batshah, and the torment.” 

This Hadith was narrated in the Two Sahihs.'*! It was also 
recorded by Imam Ahmad in his Musnad, and by At-Tirmidhi 
and An-Nasai in their (Books of) Tafsir, and by Ibn Jarir and 
Ibn Abi Hatim with a number of chains of narration.) A 
number of the Salaf, such as Mujahid, Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Ibrahim 
An-Nakhaii, Ad-Dahhak and ‘Atiyah Al-‘Awfi concurred with 
Ibn Mas‘ad’s interpretation of this Ayah and his view that the 
smoke already happened.'*! This was also the view of Ibn 
Jarir. 

According to the Hadith of Abu Sarihah, Hudhayfah bin Asid 
Al-Ghifari, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The 
Messenger of Allah # looked out upon us from a room while 
we were discussing the Hour. He # said: 
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(1 Fath ALBari 8 :434. 

2] Fath Al-Bari 8 :434. The “torment” refers to the last Aydh of Stirat 
Al-Furgan. See its explanation in volume seven, and no. 4767 of Al- 
Bukhari, and it is mentioned again shortly. 

(31 Ahmad 1:380; Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:133:; An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubra, 
6:455; At-Tabari 22:13, 14. 

(41 At-Tabari 22:16. 
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‘The Hour will not come until you see ten signs. The rising of 
the sun from the west; the smoke; the beast; the emergence of 
Ya'jiij and Ma’'jiij; the appearance of ‘Isa bin Maryam; the 
Dajjal ; three cases of the earth collapsing - one in the east, one 
in the west, and one in the Arabian Peninsula; and a fire 
which will emerge from the bottom of Aden and will drive the 
people - or gather the people - stopping with them when they 
stop to sleep at night or rest during the day.” 
This was recorded only by Muslim in his Sahih "! 
In the Two Sahihs it was recorded that the Messenger of 
Allah 3 said to Ibn Sayyad: 
«I am concealing something for you.» He said, It is Ad-Dukh. The 
Prophet 3% said, 
(3535 545 36 tn 


‘Be off with you! You cannot get further than your rank.» He said, 
“The Messenger of Allah #% was concealing from him the words; 


€Bind 965, Aa als 5 Cat 

<Then wait you fpr the Day when the sky will bring forth a 

visible smoke.»’*“| This indicates that the smoke is yet to 

appear. 
Ibn Sayyad was a fortune-teller who heard things through the 
Jinn, whose speech is unclear, therefore he said, “It is Ad- 
Dukh,” meaning Ad-Dukhdn (the smoke). When the Messenger 
of Allah 4% was sure what was happening, that the source of 


(1 Muslim 4 :2225. 

21 The last phrase, beginning with “He said...” and mentioning the 
Ayah is not part of the Hadith in the Two Sahihs as noted earlier. 
See Fath ALBari 3 :258; Muslim 4 :2240 for the narrations. 
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his information was the Shayatin, he #% said: 
08555 545 35 itn 
«Be off with you! You cannot get further than your rank.» 
There are numerous Marfi‘ and Mawgquf Hadiths, Sahih, 
Hasan and others, which indicate that the smoke is one of the 


awaited signs (of the Hour). This is also the apparent meaning 
of Aydt in the Qur’an. Allah says: 


ey 


Wong ght, cat ols 55 Cae 
<Then wait you Ss the Day when the sky will bring forth a 
visible smoke .> 


meaning, clearly visible, such that all people will see it. 
According to Ibn Mas‘id’s interpretation, this was a vision 
which they saw because of their intense hunger and 
exhaustion. He also interprets the Ayah 


50 25> 


¢Covering mankind,> meaning, it covered them and overwhelmed 
them. But if it-was only an illusion which happened to the 
idolators of Makkah, Allah would not have said “covering 
mankind.” 


Fa EN52 (3% 
<this is a painful torment.» means, this will be said to them by 
way of rebuke. This is like the Ayah: 
(HGR G LF SM Gl 3s WE He 6 A PS OD 


<The Day when they will be pushed down by force to the fire of 
Hell, with a horrible, forceful pushing. This is the Fire which 
you used to deny.> (52:13-14). 


Or some of them will say that to others. 
COLE | CGI GE GST GSD 
<(They will say): “Our Lord! Remove the torment from us, 
really we shall become believers!"> 


means, when the disbelievers witness the sanishnent of Allah, 
they will ask for it to be taken away from them. This is like 
the Aydt: 
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Cad 5 3S O AG RG GE OG LO ge 4 oF a> 
€If you could but see when they will be held over the (Hell) 
Fire! They will say: ‘Would that we were but sent back (to the 


world)! Then we would not deny the Ayat of our Lord, and we 
would be of the believers!"'> (6:27) 


od gd Jl Gy UA OS ab al 3 acct Ak ps eat ahp 

4B of ESC IG of tact eas St eg 
€And warn mankind of the Day when the torment will come 
unto them; then the wrongdoers will say: ‘‘Our Lord! Respite 
us for a little while, we will answer Your Call and follow the 
Messengers!" (It will be said): ‘Had you not sworn aforetime 
that you would not leave (the world for the Hereafter).> (14:44) 

Allah says here: 

Ws Fe Gs ae WF Fas US dm SG SD 
¢How can there be for them an admonition, when a Messenger 
explaining things clearly has already come to them. Then they 


had turned away from him and said: ‘(He is) one taught, a 
madman!''> 


meaning, ‘what further admonition do they need when We 
have sent them a Messenger with a clear Message and 
warning? Yet despite that, they turned away from him, 
opposed him and rejected him, and they said: (He is) one 
taught (by a human being), a madman.’ This is like the Ayah: 


CHT 7 SG Soyl 2655 35> 

<On that Day will man remember, “but how will that 

remembrance (then) avail him?} (89:23) 

a Sy ES 5 oo Gh as He TD 
CB pa iE oe BST 

And if you could but see, when they will be terrified with no 

escape, and they will be seized from a near place. And they will 

say (in the Hereafter): ‘We do believe (now) ;" but.how could 


they receive (faith and its acceptance by Allah) from a place so 
far off...> (34:51-52) 
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<Verily, We shall remove the torment for a while. Verily, you 
will revert .> 


means, ‘if We were to remove the torment from you for a 
while, and send you back to the world, you would go back to 
your former state of disbelief and denial.’ This is like the Aydt: 


¢And though We had mercy on them and removed the distress 
which is on them, still they would obstinately persist in their 
transgression, wandering blindly.> (23:75) 


(SGD py EO WS ID 
<But if they were returned (to the world), they would certainly 
revert to that which they were forbidden. And indeed they are 
liars (6:28) 


The Meaning of the “Great Batshah” 
CHEE ty GS AEG Js 


€On the Day when We shall strike you with the great Batshah. 
Verily, We will exact retribution .> 


Ibn Mas‘td interpreted this to mean the day of Badr.) This is 
also the view of a group who agreed with Ibn Mas‘tid, may 
Allah be pleased with him, about the meaning of the smoke, 
as discussed above. It was also narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him, in a report related to him from Al- 
‘Awfil?]_ and from Ubayy bin Ka‘b, may Allah be pleased with 
him."! This is possible, but the apparent meaning is that it 
refers to the Day of Resurrection, although the day of Badr 
was also a day of vengeance. 

Ibn Jarir said, “Ya‘qub narrated to me; Ibn Ulayyah narrated 
to me, Khalid Al-Hadhdha’ narrated to us, from Tkrimah who 
said, Ton ‘Abbés, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Ibn 


I At-Tabari 22:22. 
(21 at-Tabari 22:22. 
(31 At-Tabari 22:23. 
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NCU £4V Mas‘id, may Allah be 


ree co certeez e pleased with him, 
SS Daey bh x e Stile i Ih said that “the great 


6 OEE ip $ob Copal: 155354, || Batshah” is the day of 
we <as-2; 2, ||/Badr, and I say that 
PBs UDA ASE a Ol; 45 it is the Day of 


Kc PAAR 9 apt bercee sy - fae Resurrection.” This 
SQ spss ALGO ‘ 


Saou Bie pac ate og chain of narration is 
LO pS pit 1 99) gibi SoulS % || Sahih to him. This is 


@scresesas ain RIOR Ke abe also the view of Al- 


Hasan Al-Basri and of 
BOS, salable BSN ite Se ‘Ikrimah according to 


Ciace (Zk the more authentic of 
Ben Bagh Ss GE the two reports 
ae esregee 


se ee Tass fe Ge 7A Kates 6 narrated from him. 
oe ci a8" ||And Allah knows best. 
nA ges ANG GG Se 


ret pte eS 5 
ee rd ler 


a meee c. ity Dye3 9 ngs los 
rare ND : 


ei IS Rhee Ue 35 
© 1D Sie = SALTED ESAs | 5s 4 i on ay 
Safle) PERI a onde 8p 1S at “4 BUY ob woul 
8 Srp GROG ANG SOE 266 Wad hit, Kx 
8 5s SEAS SUL GGEL | J ones J ES ayy 
Hy 6 Roles we 
LA il My alts lows peal, sly zi ieee ts Wo 
WSS (a 2 ie psy | Oey gy gis Wie eas He x on oS rene 
bE HS Bish WE os ONG Hal Ae EG ete OS sh 
BO A Dac Swe we AL Siti o a: pli Se be} 
45 Lad Bb 3 Ua Ss NS a & 

417. And indeed We tried before them Fir'awn’s people, when 

there came to them a noble Messenger .> 


418. Saying: ‘Deliver to me the servants of Allah. Verily, I 
am to you a Messenger worthy of all trust.""> 


€19. “And exalt not yourselves against Allah. Truly, I have 


“fs 
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come to you with a manifest authority.""> 

€20. “And truly, I seek refuge with my Lord and your Lord, 
lest you should stone me."> 

421. “But if you believe me not, then keep away from me and 
leave me alone." 

422. So he (Misa) called upon his Lord (saying): ‘‘These are 
indeed the people who are criminals.''> 

€23. (Allah said): Depart you with My servants by night. 
Surely, you will be pursued ."'> 

<24. “And leave the sea as it is (quiet and divided). Verily, 
they are a host to be drowned.''> 

€25. How many of gardens and springs that they (Fir'awn's 
people) left behind, 

€26. And green crops (fields) and goodly places,> 

€27. And comforts of life wherein they used to take delight!» 
€28. Thus (it was)! And We made other people inherit them.> 
¢29. And the heavens and the earth wept not for them, nor 
were they given respite.> 

€30. And indeed We saved the Children of Israel from the 
humiliating torment,> 

€31. From Fir'awn; verily, he was arrogant and was of the 
excessive .> 

€32. And We chose them above the nations (Al-‘Alamin) with 
knowledge ,> 

€33. And granted them signs in which there was a plain trial .> 


The Story of Misa and Fir‘awn, and how the Children of 
Israel were saved 


Allah tells us, ‘before these idolators, We tested the people of 
Fir‘awn, the copts of Egypt.’ 


Be oF wy 


€i,Z 35 pies> 
qwhen there came to them a noble Messenger.> 


means, Misa, peace be upon him, the one to whom Allah 
spoke. 


CA ste WM 
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<Deliver to me the servants of Allah.> This is like the Ayah: 


oe pees ” oe “2 cere ot Bh yeerk ne oe 


As & Mab i AG oe BE ES bg Jd 
dapat 
€So let the Children of Israel go with us, and torment them 


not; indeed, we have come with a sign from your Lord! And 
peace will be upon him who follows the guidance!"'} (20:47) 


eid SS od 
<Verily, I am to you a Messenger worthy of all trust .> 
means, ‘what I convey to you is trustworthy.’ 


dai FEI bd 
¢And exalt not yourselves against Allah.» means, ‘and do not be 
too arrogant to follow His signs. Accept His proof and believe in 
His evidence.’ This is like the Ayah: 

CBicaph fe Ghis Site & USS Soll Yd 


<Verily, those who scorn My worship they will surely enter 
Hell in humiliation!> (40:60) 


ind lit, Sar Syd 
<Truly, I have come to you with a manifest authority .> 


means, with clear and obvious proof. This refers to the clear 
signs and definitive evidence with which Allah sent him. 
«And truly, I seek refuge with my Lord and your Lord, lest 
you should stone me.> 
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and Abu Salih 
said, “This refers to a verbal assault, which means insults." 
Qatadah said, “Meaning ‘stoning’ in the literal sense, so that 
the meaning is: 1 seek refuge with Allah, Who created me and 


you, from your making any harmful words or actions reach 
992} 
me. 


01 At-Tabari 22 :26. 
[21 At-Tabari 22:27. 
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4 htt BE I > 
<But if you believe me not, then keep away from me and leave 
me alone.> 


means, ‘then let us leave one another alone and live in peace 
until Allah judges between us.’ After Masa, may Allah be 
pleased with him, had stayed among them for a long time, and _ 
the proof of Allah had been established against them, and that 
only increased them in disbelief and stubbornness, he prayed 
to his Lord against them, a prayer which was answered. Allah 


Says: 
ef “Ge tee at A “he f+ fer ore, rete é, ee feo 
ies 5 Gal atl gy fo ey M5 ey Se Hy GH os <a> 
“NaS er Be {4 Y we Fs ge eset cf a . 4 “2, & 3g ys 
AS bp & Ieee We Agee Je oath, Syliel fe bl > oe 
4c ats il 3 Se Be 


se 


¢And Mitsé said: ‘Our Lord! You have indeed bestowed on 
Fir'awn and his chiefs splendor and wealth in the life of this 
world, our Lord! That they may lead men astray from Your 
path. Our Lord! Destroy their wealth, and harden their hearts, 
so that they will not believe until they see the painful torment." 
Allah said: ‘Verily, the invocation of you both is accepted. So 
you both keep to the straight way."> (10:88-89) 


And Allah says here: 
€So he (Misa) called upon his Lord (saying): ‘'These are indeed 
the people who are criminals."'> 


Whereupon Allah commanded him to bring the Children 


of 


Israel out from among them, without the command, consent or 


permission of Fir‘awn. Allah said: 
Gat e-tt OT e oTe 
Cantey pS vale py 


<Depart you with My servants by night. Surely, you will be 
pursued .> 

This is like the Ayah: 
YOGI Si sah docton Si § Lot a> 
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¢And indeed We revealed to Misa (saying): ‘Travel by night with 
My servants and strike a dry path for them in the sea, fearing neither 
to be overtaken nor being afraid (of drawing in the sea).""} (20:77) 


Ree ae Al Gh Fal gd 


¢And leave the sea as it is (quiet and divided). Verily, they are 

a host to be drowned .> 
When Masa and the Children of Israel has crossed the.sea, Musa 
wanted to strike it with his staff so that it would go back as it had 
been, and it would form a barrier between then and Fir‘awn and 
prevent him from reaching them. But Allah commanded him to 
leave it as it was, quiet and divided, and gave him the glad tidings 
that they were a host to be drowned, and that he should not fear 
either being overtaken by Fir‘awn or drowning in the sea. Ibn 
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 


41555 Sat A5G> 
¢And leave the sea-as it is (quiet and divided).> 
means, leave it as it is and keep moving.''! Mujahid said: 
65> 
¢as it isp means, a dry path, as it is. ‘Do not command it to go 
back; leave it until the last of them have entered it.’?) This was 
also the view of ‘Ikrimah, Ar-Rabi‘ bin Anas, Ad-Dahhak, 
Qatadah, Ibn Zayd, Ka‘b Al-Ahbar, Simak bin Harb and 
others. !*! 
kei Bighs Se oe KES 

<How many of gardens and springs that they left behind. And 

green crops> 
this refers to rivers and wells. 

48 si5> 

¢and goodly places,» means, fine dwellings and beautiful places. 
Mujahid and Sa‘id bin Jubayr said: 


0) Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 7 :410. 
(21 At-Tabari 22:30. 
13] At-Tabari 22:30. 
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428 sissy 
¢and goodly places,» means elevated places.!") 
CES (3 GE 55> 
<And comforts of life wherein they used to take delight!» 


means, a life which they were enjoying, where they could eat 
whatever they wanted and wear what they liked, with wealth 
and glory and power in the land. Then all of that was taken 
away in a single morning, they departed from this world and 
went to Hell, what a terrible abode! 


oer ever ee 


WK OF HG US 
<Thus (it was)! And We made other people inherit them.> 
namely the Children of Israel. 


€3NG Ha oe EK vp 
€And the heavens and the earth wept not for them ,> 


means, they had no righteous deeds which used to ascend 
through the gates of the heavens, which would weep for them 
when they died, and they had no places on earth where they 
used to worship Allah which would notice their loss. So they 
did not deserve to be given a respite, because of their disbelief, 
sin, transgression and stubbornness. 
Ibn Jarir recorded that Sa‘id bin Jubayr said, “A man came to 
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and said to him: 
‘O Abu Al-‘Abbas, Allah says, 
4G BE 5 ANG seat Ae KS Gp 

€And the heavens and the earth wept not for them, nor were 

they given respite> 
- do the heavens and the earth weep for anybody?’ He, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, ‘Yes, there is no one who does 
not have a gate in the heavens through which his provision 
comes down and his good deeds ascend. When the believer 


dies, that gate is closed; it misses him and weeps for him, and 
the place of prayer on earth where he used to pray and 


(1) At-Tabari 22:32. 
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remember Allah also weeps for him. But the people of Fir‘awn 

left no trace of righteousness on the earth and they had no 

good deeds that ascended to Allah, so the heavens and the 

earth did not weep for them.”"'! Al-‘Awfi reported something 

similar from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him.!! 
Be 8 Se Bol Os oe go BD 

<i ai 

¢And indeed We saved the Children of Israel from the 
humiliating torment from Fir'awn; verily, he was arrogant and 
was of the excessive.> 


Here Allah reminds them of how He saved them from their 
humiliation and subjugation at the hands of Fir‘awn, when 
they were forced to do menial tasks. 


KO 6 2) SiE3 od 
<From Fir'awn; verily, he was arrogant? means, he was proud 
and stubborn. This is like the Ayah: 
4a 3% ie E> 
<Verily, Fir'awn exalted himself in the land} (28:4). 
py ae behaved insolently and they were people self-exalting> 
746). 


He was one of the excessive and held a foolish opinion of 
himself. 
CHG L Le & PERI > 

¢And We chose them above the nations (Al-‘Alamin) with 

knowledge ,> 
Mujahid said, “This means that they were chosen above those 
among whom they lived.” Qatadah said, “They were chosen 
above the other people of their own time, and it was said that 


in every period there are people who are chosen above others.” 
This is like the Ayah: 


(1) At-Tabari 22:34. 
(2) At-Tabari 22:35. 
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Kuch ALS Sy ye 2 JED 
<(Allah) said: “O Misa I have chosen you above men." 
(7:144), 
which means, above the people of his time. This is also like 
the Ayah: 
488 Syl ies Je wisp 
~ ¢and (Allah has) chosen you (Maryam) above the women of the 
nations (Al-'Alamin).> (3:42), 
i.e., Maryam was chosen above the women of her time. For 
Khadijah, may Allah be pleased with her, is higher than her in 
status or is equal to her, as was Asiyah bint Muzahim, ‘tne 
wife of Fir'awn. And the superiority of ‘Aiishah, may Allah be 
pleased with her, over all other women is like the superiority 
of Tharid over all other dishes. 
455 peels re 
¢And granted them signs» means clear proofs and extraordinary 
evidence. 
End EE 43 UD 


€in which there was a plain trial.) means, an obvious test to show 
who would be guided by it. 
A iG OE is SG GM ES yo 4 DLE Ss ap 
4} Wins BE ae afi Bp ISS aS oe alts 9 (5 fh SE pal Miia 2K 
434. Verily, these people are saying :> 


435. “There is nothing but our first death, and we shall not be 
resurrected ."'> 

€36. ‘Then bring back our forefathers, if you speak the 
truth!""> 


€37. Are they better or the people of Tubba' and those before 
them? We destroyed them because they were indeed criminals .> 


Refutation of Those Who deny the Resurrection 


Here Allah denounces the idolators for their denial of the 
Resurrection and their belief that there is nothing after this 
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life and no life or resurrection after death, which they based 
on the fact that their forefathers had died and had not 
returned. They said, If the resurrection is true, 


<Then bring back our forefathers, if you speak the truth!> 


This is false evidence and a specious argument, for the 
resurrection will happen on the Day of Judgement, not in this 
world; it will happen when this world has ended and ceased to 
be. Allah will bring all creatures back, created anew. He will 
make the evildoers fuel for the fire of Hell, and on that Day 
you will be witnesses over mankind and the Messenger will be 
a witness over you. Then Allah threatens them and warns 
them of the irresistible torment other idolators like who denied 
the resurrection, suffered. Such as the people of Tubba‘, i.e., 
Saba’. Allah destroyed them, wreaked havoc upon their land 
and scattered them here and there throughout the land, as we 
have already seen in Sirah Saba’! This was brought about 
because the idolators denied the Resurrection. Here too, the 
idolaters are compared to them. They Tubba‘ were Arab 
descendants of Qahtdn, just as these people (Quraysh) were 
Arab descendants of ‘Adnan. Among the people of Himyar - 
who are also known as Saba’ - when a man became their 
king, they called him Tubba‘, just as the title Chosroes was 
given to the king of Persia, Caesar to the king of the Romans, 
Fir‘awn to the disbelieving ruler of Egypt, Negus to the king of 
Ethiopia, and so on among other nations. 

But it so happened that one of the Tubba‘ left Yemen and 
went on a journey of conquest until he reached Samarqand, 
expanding his kingdom and domain. He is the one who 
founded Al-Hirah. It is agreed that he passed through Al- 
Madinah during the days of Jdahiliyyah. He fought its 
inhabitants but they resisted him; they fought him by day and 
supplied him with food by night, so he felt ashamed before 
them and refrained from harming them. He was accompanied 
by two Jewish rabbis who advised him and told him that he 
would never prevail over this city, for it would be the place to 
which a Prophet would migrate towards the end of time. So he 


(11 See volume seven the Tafsir of Sdrah Saba’ (34:15-19). 
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ENE £4A BATE retreated and took 
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Sy gh TORTS $ f2% | ith him to Yemen. 


“og - 


HSNO Gare! rai [C252 ||when he passed by 
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O28. oe told him about the 


AG ic iI ee seb dls 4. |lsignificance of this 
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; SEES og ESS £5 tor a been built by Ibrahim 
see 7 < ae Al-Khalil, peace be 
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«3 7 bor ge Ppoesnnie importance through 
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BOA pert Ole set o9 ts SSH] respected it, 
rar ce SIG IGS S a6 5.05 performed Tawaf 


, _ |/around it, and covered 
er eae it with a fine cloth. 
ae Then he returned to 
Yemen and invited its 
people to follow the 
religion of guidance along with him. At that time, the religion of 
Musa, peace be upon him, was the religion followed by those 
who were guided, before the coming of the Messiah, peace be 
upon him. So the people of Yemen accepted the religion of 
guidance along with him. 
‘Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah 3% said: 


«I do not know whether Tubba' was a Prophet or not.»!*| 
11} Al-Baghawi 4 :154. It has deficiencies, in the mode of narration and 
the wording of the text. However, there are a number of authentic 


narrations that support its general meaning. See As-Sahihah 
§:251. 
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It was narrated that Tamim bin ‘Abdur-Rahmdn said: “ ‘Ata’ 
bin Abi Rabah said, ‘Do not revile Tubba‘, for the Messenger of 
Allah # forbade reviling him.’”"! And Allah knows best. 


NESS SY Mek co MGI OE BMG scat Ge wp 

GAGE Y BIG Boat HAL ull 5 Math ¥ 
Cael Hy 8, BS HL Dura oh 

€38. And We created not the heavens and the earth, and all 

that is between them, for mere play.> 

439. We created them not except with truth, but most of them 

know not.> 

€40. Verily, the Day of Judgement is the time appointed for all 

of them -> 

€41. The Day when a near relative cannot avail a near relative 

in aught, and no help can they receive,> 

€42. Except him on whom Allah has mercy. Verily, He is the 

All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.» 


This World was created for a Wisdom 


Here Allah tells us of His justice, and that He is far above 
mere play, folly and falsehood. This is like the Ayah: 


So WE a8 SS AB ot 6 oe Sus CEs ONG ca Ge Gp 
¢And We created not the heaven and the earth and all that is 
between them without purpose! That is the consideration of 
those who disbelieve! Then woe to those who disbelieve from the 
Fire!> (38:27) 

(QyAi gail ts 2G 
<Did you think that We had created you in play, and that you 
would not be brought back to Us? So Exalted be Allah, the 


True King: La ilaha illa Huwa, the Lord of the Supreme 
Throne! (23:115-116) 


( ‘Abdur-Razzaq 3 :209. 
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Then Allah says: 
CD ath Hh i GS 

<Verily, the Day of Judgement is the time appointed for all of 

them> 
This is the Day of Resurrection, when Allah will judge between 
all creatures, and He will punish the disbelievers and reward 
the believers. 


oaks 


del Whip 
is the time appointed for all of them> means, He will gather all of 
them, the first and the last of them. 
qe SF ot SF sh ED 
<The Day when a near relative cannot avail a near relative in 
aught,> 


means, no relative will be able to help another relative. This is 
like the Ayah: 


480 3)AE qe ge oer z3 15> 


Ae G Ah 2S AGI yi 4 ZS 


Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there will be no kinship 
among them that Day, nor will they ask of one another.> 
(23:101) 


deceit Le Jes GP 
<And no friend will ask a friend (about his condition). Though 


they shall be made to see one another> (70:10-11) 


which means, he will not ask his brother about how he is, 
even though he can see him with his own eyes. 


digas od LD 
qand no help can they receive,» means, no relative will help 
another, and no help will come to him from outside. 


ES 525 WD 
Except him on whom Allah has mercy.» means, and nothing will 


be of any avail that Day except the mercy of Allah towards His 
creation. 


4 ii Spall os A> 
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<Verily, He is the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful .> 

means, he is the Almighty, with immense mercy. 

bE Bot 3 ys wk BAAN pa sh ak |p 

€43. Verily, the tree of Zaqgiim> 

444. Will be the food of the sinners.> 

¢45. Like boiling oil, it will boil in the bellies,> 

<46. Like the boiling of scalding water.> 

€47. (It will be said :) “Seize him and drag him into the midst 

of blazing Fire,"’> 

448. “Then pour over his head the torment of boiling water."’> 


€49. “Taste you (this)! Verily, you were (pretending to be) the 
mighty, the generous.’ 


450. ‘Verily, this is that whereof you used to doubt!''> 


The Condition of the Idolators and Their Punishment on 
the Day of Resurrection 


Allah tells us how He will punish the disbelievers who deny 
the meeting with Him: 
<Verily, the tree of Zaqqiim will be the food of the sinners .> 


Those who sinned by their words and in deeds. These are the 
disbelievers. More than one commentator stated that this 
referred to Abu Jahl; undoubtedly he is included among those 
referred to in this Ayah, but it is not specifically about him. 
Ibn Jarir recorded that Abu Ad-Darda’ was reciting to a man: 


CGM fb Dipl ss Epp 
«Verily, the tree of Zaqgiim will be the food of the sinners .> 


The man said, “The food of the orphan.” Abu Ad-Darda’, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, “Say, the tree of Zaqqtim is 
the food of the evildoer.”" i.e., he will not have any other food 


0) At-Tabari 22:43. 
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apart from that. Mujahid said, “If a drop of it were to fall on 
the earth, it would corrupt the living of all the people of 
earth.” A similar Marfii‘ report has been narrated earlier. 


qs gle> 
«Like boiling oil,> means, like the dregs of oil. 


CS red LS Boolll 3 wed 
¢it will boil in the bellies, like the boiling of scalding water.> 
means, because of its heat and rancidity. 
ara 
Seize him> means the disbeliever. It was reported that when 


Allah says to the keepers of Hell, “Seize him,” seventy thousand 
of them will rush to seize him. 


¢and drag him> means, drag him by pulling him and pushing 
him on his back. Mujahid said: 
<Seize him and drag him) means, take him and push him. 
<node Ad 
¢into the midst of blazing Fire. »means, into the middle of it. 
€Then pour over his head the torment of boiling water.> This is like 
the Ayah: 
4G pelt aC ey Ded A we SSD 
<boiling water will be poured down over their heads. With it 
will melt what is within their bellies, as well as (their) skins .> 
(22:19-20). 
The angel will strike him with a hooked rod of iron and split 


his head open, then he will pour boiling water over his head. 
It will go down through his body, melting through his stomach 


Hl at-Tabari 22:43. 
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and intestines, until it goes through his heels; may Allah 
protect us from that. 
457, Sai 53all BS oy Shp 
<Taste you (this)! Verily, you were (pretending to be) the 
mighty, the generous.> 


means, they (the keepers of Hell) will say that to him by way 
of ridicule and rebuke. Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn ‘Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said: “This means, you are 
neither mighty nor generous.” 
And Allah’s saying: 
SOLS.» AF 6 bs > 
<Verily, this is that whereof you used to doubt!> 

is like His saying: 

i AAD OSG, & S30 Ob te od ott 5 

46) yet VT ol 
<The Day when they will be pushed down by force to the fire of 
Hell, with a horrible, forceful pushing. This is the Fire which 


you used to deny. In this magic, or do you not see?} (52: 13- 
15) 


Similarly Allah said: 
4509505 1 2X Gas AD 


<Verily, this is that where of you used to doubt!> 


care og 


irk MSS KG Gs 5h Dye os A Oe hat 
S533 BD oe 255 AN a ost a ohh 
“i, ob Byes A oo, is Of Au Sal A as 

tars 


451. Verily, those who have Taqwa, will be in place of 
security .> 


€52. Among Gardens and Springs,> 
€53. Dressed in Sundus and Istabraq, facing each other,> 
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$54. So (it will be). And We shall marry them to Hiir (fair 
females) with wide lovely eyes,> 

455. They will call therein for every kind of fruit in peace and 
security ;> 

456. They will never taste death therein except the first death, 
and He will save them from the torment of the blazing Fire,> 
457. As a bounty from your Lord! That will be the supreme 
success!> 

458. Certainly, We have made this easy in your tongue, in 
order that they may remember .> 

459. Wait then; verily, they (too) are waiting .> 


The State of Those Who have Taqwa and the Delights 
They will enjoy in Paradise 
When Allah describes the state of the doomed, He follows that 


with a description of the life of the blessed. For this reason the 
Qur’an is called Al-Mathani (i.e., oft-repeated). 


ial Sd 
<Verily, those who have Taqwi,> i.e., those who fear Allah and 
are dutiful towards Him in this world, 
oul AZ ad 


qwill be in place of security.) means, in the Hereafter, i.e., in 
Paradise, where they will be safe from death and the fear of 
leaving it, and from every kind of worry, grief, terror and 
exhaustion, and from the Shaytdn and his wiles, and from al] 
other troubles and disasters. 


4B yur85 GES SP 
<Among Gardens and Springs». This is in direct contrast to the 


state of the doomed, who will have the tree of Zagqum and 
boiling water. 


phe oe Std 


Dressed in Sundus> means, the finest of silk, such as shirts 
and the like. 


ES 
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<and Istabraqg> means, silk which is woven with shiny threads, 
like a splendid garment which is worn over regular clothes. 


45 42> 


ors 


<facing each other,> means, sitting on thrones where none of 
them will sit with his back to anyone else. 


<So (it will be). And We shall marry them to Hir (fair females) 
with wide lovely eyes,> 
This will be a gift in addition to the beautiful wives given to them. 
<with whom no man or Jinn has had Tamth (sexual intercourse) 
before them .> (55:56) 
Bacay 250 kp 
€(In beauty) they are like rubies and Marjan .>"| (55:58) 
DESY octyl Ae ap 
dls there any reward for good other than good?> (55:60) 
Ca 455 K Gs 55> 
<They will call therein for every kind of fruit in peace and 
security ;> 
means, whatever kinds of fruit they ask for will be brought to 
them, and they will have the security of knowing that this 


supply will never come to an end or be withheld; these fruits 
will be brought to them whenever they want. 


CY HY s5 as GAL D 
They will never taste death therein except the first death,> 


This is an exception which reinforces the negation. The 
meaning is that they will never taste death there. It was 
reported in the Two Sahihs that the Messenger of Allah Pid 
said: 


{4 it is often translated as “coral”. See Ibn Kathir’s comments in 
volume nine, (55:58). 
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Ou ged ty dab go iS ell os 5B o5dly oie 
055 GSE On Jal uy Sy G6 5,8 dal Belg 
«Death will be brought forth in the image of a fine ram. It will 
be made to stand between Paradise and Hell, then it will be 
slaughtered. It will be said, ''O people of Paradise, it is eternal, 


no more death; and O people of Hell, it is eternal, no more 
death .""s'1] 


This Hadith was already quoted in our discussion of Surah 
Maryam. ‘Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Abu Sa‘id and Abu 
Hurayrah said, “The Messenger of Allah 3% said: 
5 ihe Of by ih task 5 Aad Of Sy ded BY Sue 
Log 6 is OS by oad 2 6 Los of oy als 
«ssi 
«It will be said to the people of Paradise, ‘It is granted to you 
that you will be healthy and will never fall ill, you will live and 
never die, you will enjoy a life of luxury and will never be 


miserable, you will be youthful and will never grow old.”»” 
This was recorded by Muslim.|?! 


It was reported that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, “The Messenger of Allah #§ said: 
BY by GB ys ey EG V5 tes ee Ea 5s Gt AI go 
tWhoever has Taqwa of Allah, he will enter Paradise and enjoy fi 
a life of luxury and he will never be miserable. He will live 
therein and never die, his clothes will never wear out and his 
youth will never fade.»”*! 
<2 Ae 2455) 
¢and He will save them from the torment of the blazing Fire,> 
means, along with this great and eternal blessing, He will also 
01 Fath AL-Bari 8 :282; Muslim 4 :2188. 


[2] Muslim 4:2182. 
(3! At-Tabarani in Al-Awsat 4895. 


Siirah 44. Ad-Dukhan (51 - 59) (Part-25) 697 


have saved them from the agonizing torment in the depths of 
Hell, so they will have achieved their desired aim and avoided 
the thing they feared. Allah says, 
DAG Sait 3h os S55 og sp 
€As a bounty from your Lord! That will be the supreme 
success!> 
meaning, that will be from His bounty and kindness towards 
them. It was reported in the Two Sahihs that the Messenger of 
Allah 3% said: 
Sed dhs dhe si acl Sf tier, Ng y85 15425 ile 
‘Work and strive hard, and know that no one will enter 
Paradise by virtue of his deeds.» 
They said, “Not even you, O Messenger of Allah?” He 3% said, 
tabs Sp ty, i is SFY) uf vps 
‘Not even me, unless Allah showers me with His mercy and 
grace. s!11 


ae 


<Certainly, We have made this easy in your tongue, in order 
that they may remember.> 
means, ‘We have made this Qur’aén, which We have sent down, 
easy, plain and clear, in your language which is the most 
eloquent, clear and beautiful of all languages.’ 


die ap 


¢in order that they may remember.> means, in order that they 
may understand and know. 

Despite the fact that it is so plain and clear, there are still 
people who disbelieve, who stubbornly go against it. Allah says 
to His Messenger 3, consoling him and promising him victory, 
and warning those who reject him that they will be destroyed. 


€iseF 8) Cisb> 
qWait then; verily, they (too) are waiting.> meaning, ‘they will 


|) Fath Al-Bari 11:300; Muslim 4:2170. 
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come to know who will be victorious and whose word will 
prevail in this world and in the Hereafter. For victory will be for 
you, O Muhammad, and for your brothers among the Prophets 
and Messengers, and for the believers who followed you,’ as 
Allah says: 

dips 0 CAN th ey 


Allah has decreed: ‘Verily, it is I and My Messengers who 
shall be the victorious.» (58:21) 


ro 1 fm GORGE Bi os GMT gal g Uae Gall CS Zed 

ear, at en “355 te if “a, ~ ae Sabet 
Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and 
those who believe in this world's life and on the Day when the 
witnesses will stand forth, - the Day when their excuses will be 


of no profit to wrongdoers. Theirs will be the curse, and theirs 
will be the evil abode.> (40:51-52) 


This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Ad-Dukhan. All praise 
and thanks are due to Allah and in Him is all strength and 
protection. 


¥ This is the end of volume eight. 


¥< Volume nine begins with Surat Al-Jathiyah. 
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